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NOTE BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBUCATION. 



It b perceived, with regret, that some few typographical errors have escaped de- 
tection, and will appear in the first impressions. These have been corrected when 
discovered ; and if others yet should be found, the notice of them will be received «s 
a favour, and they will be amended. 

If any errors of a graver character, in the reports or debates^ should appettr, th^ 
Committee take occasion to say, that they have not happened through any want of 
diligence in seeking for the true reading of the manuscript reports, or the tme mean- 
ing of a speaker, from the notes of the stenographer. It is, however, felt, that errors 
in the sense may possibly have happened, in printmg reports drawn up in many dif- 
ferent, and often obscure band-wntings ; and in debates of speakers, whose mean- 
ing may in possible cases have been misapprehended. Some of the speakers who 
are nearest and most accessible, and whose employments permitted, have been so 
kind as to revise the notes taken of their remarKs. But in this respect, gentlemen 
who live remote from the place of publication, have suffered a wrong, unavoidable 
certainly, but which the Committee canntft reflect ^upon without regret, and which 
it is the principal object of this note to acknowledge. For, it has happened in sev- 
eral instances, that some doubt or obscurity has been discovered in the note* of a gentle- 
man's remarks ; but discovered so late, that recourse to him could not be had for expla- 
nation, without delaying the publication. Mean time, the public call for the pro- 
ceedings has been loud and urgent; the Committee thought it safer to omit soma 
speeches than to run the risk of any, even small, errors in the sense ; and in this 
manner, injustice has been done to gentlemen residing at a distance, by omitting 
valuable remarks ; and injustice to the public also, by presenting the debates less fuu 
and perfect than was expected. Sometimes a part only of a speaker's remarks has 
been inserted, thereby intending to exclude a pa^graph, which it was feared did not 
correctly express his idea. 

Among the gentlemen whose remarks, or sonie of them, are thus omitted, it maj 
not be improper to name, Mr. Dexter, of Michigan ; Mr. Miles, of Erie, in Pennsyl- 
vania, and Mr. Jones of the same state ; Mr. Hanna, of Ohio ; Mr. Armstrong, of 
New York; Mr. Strong, of Connecticut; Mr. Morse, and Mr. MCulloch, of New 
Jersey ; and if there are still others whose names were not known, it is hoped they 
will be indulgent for the omission, considering the difficulty which the reporter ex- 
perienced in learning names, in an assemblage of men so intensely occupied, and so 
soon dissolved. The Committee think it just to make an unsolicited acknowledg- 
ment of the ability, intelligence, and attention of Mr. Marcas T. C. Gould, stenographer 
to the Convention. ^ 

It remains only to say, that arrangements are made with the pubUsheia ta print in 
future impressions, such additional speeches or remarics as may be fumisfaed, and to 
correct errata that may be pointed* out; and that for these purposes, communications 
may be sent to Samuitl M. Hopkins, Albany; Williav H. Matvard, Utica, or 
Harman Dennt, Pittsburgh^ 
20tk October, 1880. 
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STATE ANTI-MASONIC COMMITTEES. 



Iff pnraiiance of aresolation of the Convention, the following list is published, though imper- 
feet. It is reoaested that perfect lists of all the State Committees may be fumished as soon ai 
possible, in order that the following may be corrected accordingly. 

VERMONT. 
Martin Flint, ) 
/ Lebbeus Edgerton, > Randolph, Orange County. 

Calvin Blodget, ) 
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Henry Perkins, S<dem, 



Jonathan W. Edwards, ) 
Gains Lyman, yffartford. 
N. D. Strong, ) 
Calvin Barber, Simsbury, 

OHIO. 

Jonathan Sloane, ) George B. Depeyster, 

Frederick Wadsworth, > Ravenna, Portage Co, Gregory Powers, Jan. 



CyruH Prentiss, 



Geo. W. Harris, 
Francis Wyeth, 
Valentine Hnmmel, 
Lee Montgomery, 
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PENNSYLVANLA. 

Aaron Bombangh, 



John A. Wier, 
Archibald Orme, {DauplHnf) 
Philip Fishbum. 



NEW YORK. 



Harvy Ely, -) 
F. F. Bachus, J 
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Timothy Fitch,BaCavta. 
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NEW JERSEY. 
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William Hewes, 
A. P. M'Curdy, 
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UNITED STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 



Philadelphia, Saturday, September 11, 1830. 

Ninety-six Delegates* to the United States Anti-masonic Conventioii, as- 
sembled in the District Court Room, in the city of Philadelphia, on the lltb of • 
September, 1830, at 12 o'clock, m. — On motion of Frederick Whittlesey, of 
the state of New York, it was resolved, that the Convention be organized by apr 
pointing a President, four Vice-Presidents, and two Secretaries ; whereupon 
the following gentlemen were unanimously appointed, viz : 

FRANCIS GfRANGER, of the state of New York, - - - President. 

JOSEPH RITNER, of the state of Pennsylvania, - 1st F. President. 

ABNER PHELPS, of the state of Massachusetts, - 2d V. President. 

ROBERT HANNA, of the state of Ohio, . - - - 3d V. President. 

SAMUEL W. DEXTER, of the territory of Michigan, Ath V. President. 

JOHN CLARKE, of the state of Pennsylvania, - - - T o.™/™--. 

NOBLE D. STRONG, of the state of Connecticut, - - ) *5«cr«ro™5. 

The Convention being organized, prayer was offered by the Rev. Moses 
Thacher, of Massachusetts. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, — Resolved, that a Committee of one from 
each state and territory here represented, be appointed to lay before this Con- 
vention the subjects proper for its consideration » 

Messrs. Phelps, of Massachusetts, Messrs. Wadsworth, of Ohio, 

Terry, of Connecticut, Vanderpool, of New Jersey, 

Whittlesey, of New- York, Dexter^ of Michigan^ 

Todd, of Pennsylvania, ^ Slifer of Maryland, 

Clark, of Vermont, Kirk, of Delaware, 

Paine, of Rhode Island, 
were appointed said Committee. 

The Convention then adjourned to 4 o'clock, p. m. 

The same day, at 4 o'clock, p. m. the Convention met pursuant to adjouriH 
ment. Samuel P. Lyman, a delegate from the state of New York, cmd Na- 
thaniel B. Boileau, and Alexander Plummer, delegates from the state of Penik- 
sylvania, appeared and took their seats. 

Mr. Phelps, from the Committee, to lay before this Convention, the subjects 
proper for its consideration, reported in part, by the following resolutions, viz : 

Ist. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report 
rules and orders, for the more convenient regulation of the proceedings of this 
Convention, 

2d. Resolved, that a Committee of one from each state and territory here re- 
presented, be appointed to report whether it is expedient to elect honorary mem- 
bers of this Convention ; how many, and who are proper persons to be so 
elected ; and under what restrictions, if any, they are to take seats in this Con- 
vention. 

3d. ResoUed, that a Committee be appointed, consisting of 2Xl the seceding 



'I* Note by the publishing Committee: — ^The names of membera this day attending, are not 
here inserted, as the liames of all who attended the Convention, will appear sabicribed to the 
\ addregg at the end of this volume. 
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mesoDfl bekmgiog to this Convention^ to report a summaiy of freemcteonry ; 
embracing the prominent points in each degree, sufficient to show the natur^ 
principles, and tendency of the institution ; and that the correctness of the same 
be certified by each member of the Committee, according to the number of de- 
grees he has taken. 

4th. Resolved f that a Committee of fire be appointed, to inquire and report, 
v>hen^ wherCy and for what purposes^ freeipasonry was first instituted ; what has 
been its progress ; where it has flourished most ; and what is now the most 
probable number of the fraternity, in each country where it exists. 

5th. Resolved^ that a Committee of fi^e be appointed, to inquire and report 
what ha^e been the pretensions of freemasonry, and how supported by facts. 

6th. Resolved^ that a Committee of five be appointed, to take into considera- 
tion the true nature of masonic oaths or obhgations ; and to report whether they 
are, or are not, religiously, morally, or legdly binding ; and whether they are, 
or are not, in collision with the higher obhgations of duty and allegiance, which 
every good citizen is under, to support the constitution and laws of his country. 

7fii. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to examine the evi- 
dence, as to the truth of the disclosures contained in a wodk puhlished by Elder 
David Bernard, entitled, ** Light on Masonry and to report thereon. 

8th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report a succint and 
lucid account of the abduction, and murder of WiUiam Morgan ; and of the 
conduct, and measures adopted by the fraternity, jointly and individually, to 
prevent a conviction in courts of justice, of their more prominent fellow-mason?, 
in that abduction and miu-der. 

9th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and report, 
whether an adherence to the oaths or obligations of freemasonry, does or does 
not, disqualify a ma& for the impartial discharge of all important offices in the 
gift of the people, according to the true nature of our free iastitutions* 

10th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report upon the 
effects of freemasonry on the Christian rehgion. 

11th. Resolved, that a Committee of six be appointed, to consider the nature 
and spirit of anti-masonry, from the disclosures of Professor Robison, and the 
A.bbe Barruel, to Ihe present time ; the arguments used by freemasons, in sup- 
port of their institution ; and the means resorted to by the fraternity, to prevent 
inquiry into the principles, nature, and tendency of the order, and to report 
thereon. 

12th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report what mea- 
suree^ can constitutionally and properly be used, to effectuate the extinction of 
freemasonry ; to guard against its revival ; and to secure our free institutions 
against the future insidious assaults of all secret societies ; and to report an 
address on those subjects to the people of the United States. 

13th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report 
resolutions, expressive of the sentiments of this Convention, on the subject of 
freemasonry ; and that each^'member of this body be requested to aid said Com- 
mittee, by furnishing such resolutions as he may think proper. 
^ 14th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and re- 
port the best system of a national correspondence of anti-masons, for the sole 
purpose of diffusing information extensij^^ely on the subject of freemasonry, and 
of other secret combinations, against the equal rights of mankind and our free 
institutions. 

Thereupon ordered, that the said report be accepted, and that Committees 
be appointed accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Rugglea, Resolved, that a Committee of five be appmnted, 
to report a mode for raising funds an^ongst the members of this Convention, to 
defray its contingent expenses. Thereupon, ^ 
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MeMK. Rttgglei, of Massachusetts, Messrs. Whitnej, of Nevr«Torict 

Manchester, of New York, Walker, of Pennsylyaiua, 

Bojd, of Ohio, 
"vrere appointed said Committee. * 

The Convention adjourned to Monday next, at 10 o^lock, a. m. thea to 
meet in the saloon of the Musical Fund Hall, in this city. 

Monday, September 13th, ^1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. — ^Prayer, by the Rev. Caleb Green, of New York. 

William H. Maynard, and George H. Boughton, delegates from the state of 
New York ; Martin Flint, a delegate from the state of Vermont; Samuel Leidy, 
a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania; and Nahum Hardy, a delegate 
from the state of Massachusetts, appeared and took their seats. 

The Committees, upon the several resolutions passed on Saturday, yrm an- 
nounced by the President, as follows : 



Qn the 1st resolution, 
Messrs. Denny, of Pennsylvania, 

Rose, of New York, 

Lazell, of Massachusetts, 
On die 2d resolution, 
Messrs. Clarke, of VenAont, 

HoUey, of Connecticut, 

Bancroft, of New York, 

Ailing, of New Jersey, 

Middleswarth, of Penn. 

Kirk, of Delaware, 

On the 3d resolution, the Committee being ordered to consist of seoMing^ 
masons, the following gentlemen constituted the same, namely. 



Messrs. Storrs, of Connecticut, 
Kelley, of Ohio. 



Messrs. Dexter, of Michigan, 
Wadsworth, of Ohio, 
Slifer, of Maryland, 
Paine, of Rhode Islaad, 
Bigelow, of Massachusetts. 



Messrs. Thacher, of Massachusetts, 
Merrick, of Do. 
Strong, of Conitecticut, 
Barber, of Do. 
Flint, of Vermont, 
Ward, of New York, 

On the 4th resolution, 

Messrs. Ward, of New York, 

Stevens, of Pennsylvania, 
Loveland^ of Vermont, 

On the 5th resolution, 

Messrs. Oliver, of Massachusetts, 
Terry, of Connecticut, 
St. John, of New York, 

On the 6th resolution; 

Messrs. Hopkins, of New York, 
Sheldon, of Do. 
Ogle, of Pennsylvania, 

On the 7th resolution, 

Messrs. Morris, of New York, 
Flint, of Vermont, 
Rhoads, of Pennsylvania, 

On die 8th resolution, 

Messrs. Whittlesey, of New York, 
Irvfin, of Pennsylvania, 
Cooke, of New York, 



Messrs. Read, of New York, 
Bernard, of Do« ^ 
Armstrong, of Do. 
Morse, of New Jersey, 
Slifer,' of Maryland. 



Messrs. M'Oulloch, of New Jersey, 
Longley, of Massachusetts. 



Messrs. Gillett, of Ohio, 

Brittin, of New Jersey. 



Messrs. Potts, of Pennsylvania, 

Thacher, of Massachusetts. 



Messrs. Morton, Massachusetts, 
Perkins, of Connecticut. 



Messrs. Conger, of New Jersey, 
Sabin, of Vermont. 
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On the 9th resolution, 
Messrs. Boileau, of Pennsylvania, 



Messrs. 



Greenough, of Pennsylvania, 
Barber, of Connecticut. 



Taylor, of New York, 
Walker, of Massachusetts, 



On the 10th resolution, 
Messrs. Maynard, of New York, 



Messrs. 



Kirk, of Delaware, 

T. C. Green, pf New York. 



Thacher, of Massachusetts, 
Loveland, of Vermont, 



On the 11th resolution, 
Messrs. Jones, of Pennsylvania, 



Messrs. 



Boyd, of Ohio, 

Goffe, of Massachusetts, 

Thacher, of Do. 



Sweet, of New York, 
C. Green, of Do. 



On the 12th resolution, 
Messrs. HoUey, of New York, 
Slade, of Vermont, 



Messrs. 



Gassett, of Massachnsetts^ 
Curtenius, of New York. 



Line, of Pennsylvania, 
On the 13th resolution, 

Messrs. Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania, Messrs* Lawyer, of New York, 



Vanderpool, of New Jersey, 
On the 14th resolution, 

Meaifrs. Todd, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Nichols, of Connecticut, 
Burbank^ of Massachusetts, ^ Adams, of Massachusetts. 

Stanton, of New York, 

Mr. Denny, from the Committee on rules and orders, reported the following, 
to be standing rules of the Cx>nvention, namely, ' 

I. The President shall take the chair at the hour to which the Convention 
shall stan4 adjourned ; and upon the appearance of a quorum, shall direct the 
minutes of the preceding day to be read. 

II. The President shall preserve order and decorum ; shall decide questions 
of order, subject to an appeal to the Convention ; shall appoint all Committees, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Convention. 

III. All motions and addresses shall be made to the President. 

IV. No motion shall be debated, or put, unless the same shall be seconded ; 
it shall then be stated by the President; and every motion shall be reduced to 
writing, on the request of the President, or any member. 

V. If two or more members shall rise at once, the President shall name the 
member who is first to speak. 

VI. No member shall be referred by name in any debate. 

VII. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, except by a call to 
order by the President, or by a member through the President; when the mem- 
ber called to order shall resume his seat, until permitted by the President to 
proceed." 

VIII. Any member making a motion, may withdraw it before the question 
shall be taken, and before amendment made. 

, IX. All questions shall be put in the order they are moved, except in cases 
of amendment and filhng up blanks, when the amendment . last proposed, the 
highest number, and longest time, shall be first put. 

X. The previous question shall be always in order ; and until decided, shall 
preclude all amendment and debate of the main question, and shall be in this 
form, " shall the main question be now put t*' 

XI. A motion to adjourn, shall always be in order, and shall be decided 
without debate. 



Seward, of New York, 



Peters, of Massachusetts. 



91 



JOURNAL. 



5 



Xli. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question, without 
leave. 

XIII. No motion for reconsideration shall be in order, unless moved by a 
member who voted with the majority. 

Thereupon, Resolved^ that the same be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Strong, Resolved ^'thsX a Committee of three be appointed, 
to receive the proceedings of this Convention, from the minutes of the Secre* 
taries and reporter, and prepare them for publication. 

Messrs. Slade, of Vermont, Mr. Denny, of Pennsylvania, 

Hopkins, of New York, - 
were appointed said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Irwin, resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to 
inquire and report concerning the bearing and effect of the ties and oldigationfl 
of freemasonry upon the commerce and revenue of the United States. 

Messrs. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Ellis, of New York, 

J. Williams, of New York, Bogardus, of do. 

Rising, of Vermont, 
were appointed said Committee. 

A sealed communication was presented by Mr. Adams, from Samuel G, An- 
derton, of Boston, addressed to the President of the Convention, which was 
referred to a Committee of three, consisting of Mr. Ruggles, MDr. Maynard, 
and Mr. Adams. Agreeable to a verbal report of said Committee, the com- 
munication was subsequently^read, and ordered to be embodied in the minutes 
of this Convention.* 

On motion of Mr. Sweet, Resolved, that a Committee of — — be appointed 
to inquire into the pecuniary circumstances of' the widow arid children of Wil- 
liadi Morgan ; whose duty it shall be to report to tliis Convention what measures 
should be pursued, if any, for their support. Thereupon, ordered, that the said 
resolution be laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, 
to inquire as to the influence of fremasonry on the pubhc press ; and whether it 
be expedient for this Convention to adopt any measures in relation thereto. 

Messrs. Taylor, of New York, Messrs. Schenck, of New Jersey, 

Todd, of Pennsylvania, Slifer, of Maryland, 

W. Williams, of New York, 
were appointed said Committee. 

The Convention proceeded to consider the resolution this day submitted, re- 
specting the pecuniary circumstances of the widow and children of William 
Morgan. 

And thereupon, ordered that the same be rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Barlow, ordered, that a Ust of the members of this Con- 
vention, be prepared by the Secretaries ; and that 500 copies be printed for the 
use of the members. 

Then the Convention adjourned, to 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, September 14, 1830. — The Convention met pursuant to adjounir 
ment. — Prayer by the Rev. Joseph Goffe, of Massachusetts. 

Pliny Merrick, a delegate from the state of Massachusetts, and Charles 
Starr, a delegate from the State of New York, appeared, and took their seats. 

Mr. Clark, from- the Committee on 'the admission of honoraiy members, 
made a report, which he read in his place ; and which, being amended, was 
adopted as a resolution as follows : ^ 

Resolved^ that gentlemen friendly to the cause for which this Covention is 



* See Appendix. 
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oooem Med, from states and territories not here represented, or from such ai j 
hare not a full representation, may be invited to take seats in this Convention^ 
and that those from states not represented, may debate, but no such persons to' 
have a vote, in any case. 

On motion of Af r. Maynard, Resolved^ that no person shall be presented to 
this Convention, for admission as an honorary member, from any state or ter- 
ritofy, represented in this Convention, except by the ddegation thereof; nor 
unless a majority of such delegation shall have agreed to recommend such per- 
son for admission. I 

Mr. Whittlesey, from the Committee on the abduction and murder of Wi^ \ 
ham Morgan, made a report, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 
. Mr. Waid, from the Committee on the time and place of the origin of free- 
masonry, and for whai purposes instituted, made a report, which he read in 
his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.* 
Then the Convention adj[oumed to 4 o'dock, p. m. 

The same day, 4 oMock, p. m. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

Samuel Parke, a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania appeared and took 
his 



Joshua Lindley, \ 
Hon. Mr. Shepard, > of North Carolina. 

" " Pettengrew,) 
were introduced as honorary members. 

Mr. Whittlesey from the Conunittee, to lay before this Convention subjects 
proper for its consideration, further reported by resolution, as follows : 

Resolved^ that a Committee of one from each state and territory, here repre- 
sented, be appointed to consider and report, on the expediency of having can- 
didates nominated by the Anti-masonic party, for the Presidency, and Vice 
Presidency of the Uivited States, previous to the next election ; and on the 
manlier, twu^ and plau^ of making such nomination. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted, and, 
Messrs. Ellmaker, of Penn. ' Messrs. Wadsworth, of Ohio, 
Maynard, of New iTork, Slifer, of Maryland, 

Merrick, of Massachusetts, Kirk, of Delaware, 

Holiey, of Connecticut, Dexter, of Michigan, 

Slade, of Vermont, Paine, of Rhode Island, 

Vanderpool, of New Jersey, 
were appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Hopkins from the Committee on masonic oaths, made a report which he 
read in his place. 
Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 
Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
Wednesday, September 15, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. — ^Prayer by Rev. Mr. Sabin, of Vermont. 

Lebbeus Armstrong, David Bernard, and Thomas C. Green, delegates from 
the state of New York ; and Ebenezer Currier, and Daniel Gilbert, delegates 
from the state of Ohio, appeared and took their seats. 

* Tliis, and the other repoitf, adopted by the Convention, will be ibnnd in a aabse^nent part 
of this vohuns.— Note by ttie Committee. 
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Mr. Thooher from die Committee on the spirit of Anti-masomTi u^de • re* 
port which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the^ said report do lie upon the tahle. 

Mr. Oliver from the Conmiittee on die pretensions of freemasoniy, made a 
report which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report he adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Seward, Resolved, that a Committee of one from each state 
and territory, here represented, be appointed to make out and report a condse 
account of the progress and present state of Anti-masonry throughout the 
Ujiited States ; and, 

Messrs. Seward, of New York, Messrs. Hail, of Rhode Island, 

Ogle, of Pennsylvania, Ailing, of New Jersey^ 

Terry, of Connecticut, Kirk, of Delaware, 

Kelly, of Ohio, Slifer, of Maryland, 

Walker, of Massachusetts, Dexter of Michigan, 

Clark, of Vermont, / 

were appointed said Committee. 

The report of Mr. Whittlesey, from the Committee on the abduction and 

murder of William Morgan, yesterday laid on the table, was called up and 

adopted. 

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o'clock, p. m. 

The same day 4 o'clock^ p. m. the Convention met pursuant lo aidjoornmenk 
Mr. Ruggles from the Committee on the mode o^ defraying the contingont 
expenses of the Convention, reported by resolution, as follows : 

Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed to raise money, by vohmtaiy 
subscription from the meisbeis of this Convention, to defray the necessiBry ex- 
penses of the same ; and that said Committee make the disbursements which 
they hiay deem necessary for that purpose, and pay over the balance that may 
remain in their hands at the rising of this Convention, to the pttblishing Com- 
mittee. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted. 

The Committee which made the foregoing report, were on motion of Mr. 
Whittlesey, constituted the Committee on the resolution afores^i 

On motion of Mr. Read, Resolved, that a Committee of three, be appointed 
to report, at what time the business of this Convention will admit of an adjourn- 
ment, sine die ; and 

Messrs. Read, of New York, Mr. Wadsworth, of Ohio, 

Clark, of Vermont, 
were appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the Committee of the seceding masons, on a summary 
of freemasonry, made a report, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.. 

Mr. Holley, from the Committee, on an address, dec. made a report, whi^ 
he read in his place. 

Thiereupon ordered, that the said report, do lie upon the table. 

Then the Conrention adjourned to 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, September 16, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. — ^Pn^yer by Rev. Mr. Armstrongs of New York. 

Mr. Read, from the Committee on adjournment, reported by resohitionst aK 
follows: 

Resolved, that this Convention will adjourn, sine die^ on Friday erening ne3Lt| 
at 6 o'clock. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted. 
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Mr. Taylor, from the Committee on the state of the press, &c. made a re- 
port, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, made a report, which he 
read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 

Mr. Walker, from the Committee on masonic oaths disqualifying for office, 
made a report which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 

The report of Mr. Hopkins on the obligatory nature of masonic oaths, was 
called up and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved^ that the thanks of this 
Convention, be respectfully tendered to John Thompson and Jacob Shearer, 
Esqrs. commissioners of the city and county of Philadelphia, for their courteous 
permission to hold the meetings of this body in the district court room : and 
that the Secretaries be requested to furnish them with a copy of this resolution. 

The report of Mr. Holley, from the Committee on the address, &c. yester- 
day laid on the table, was called up and adopted. 

On motion. Resolved^ unanimously, that the ;iames of the members of the 
Convention, be subscribed to the said address. 

John Moore White, of New Jersey, was introduced as an honorary member. 

Mr. EUmaker, from the Committee on the nomination of candidates for the 
Presidency and vice Presidency of the United States, made a report, which 
he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the same do lie upon the table. ' 

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o'clock, p. ii. 

The same day, 4 o'clock, p. m. the Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Jonathan Kearsley, of Michigan, was introduced as an honorary member. 

The. report of Mr. Armstrong, from the Committee of seceding masons, on a 
summary of freemasonry was called up, and on motion of Mr. Read, recom- 
mitted, to the same Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, Resohed^ihdX the Committee of seceding masons, 
to whom it was referred to report, a summary of the prominent points in each 
degree of freemasonry, and that the same be certified by each member, accord- 
ing to the number of degrees taken, be instructed and empowered to prepare 
such summary, when time may permit, after the rising of this Convention, and 
that the same being prepared and . sent from hand to hand, made correct, and 
certified by the signature of each seceding masonic member, according to his j 
degree, be transmitted to the Committee of publication, and be pubhshed with | 
the other proceedings. j 

The report of Mr. Thacher, from the Committee, on the spirit on Anti-ma- 
sonry, was called up and adopted. 

Mr. Morris, from the Committee on the disclosures of freemasonry, made a 
reportVwhichhe read in his place : thereupon, ordered, that tlie same be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Slade, the report on the nomination of candidates for the 
Presidency and vice Presidency of the United States, was recommitted, to the 
eame Committee. 

The report of Mr. Walker, upon the disqualifications for civil office by ma- 
sonic oaths, was called up and adopted. 

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, September 17, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjournment- 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr^ Morse, of New Jersey. 

Mr. Irwin, from the Committee on the effects of masonic ties and obligations, 
on the commerce and revenue of the United States, asked, that said Committee j 
be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 
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Thereupon, ordered, that the said Committee be discharged accordingly. 

Mr. Slade, from the Committee on the Presidential nomination, made a far- 
ther report, more concisely presenting the views of the former report of the 
said Committee, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 

Mr. Todd, from the Committee on national correspondence made a report, 
which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted, 
and, Messrs. Henry Dana Ward, \ 

Samuel St. John, J of New York city, 
Henry Cotheal, j 
were appointed a national Committee of correspondence. ^ 

The report of Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, yesterday laid 
m the table, was called up and adopted. 

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on the progress and present state of Anti- 
nasonry, made a report, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, the report of Mr. Morris, fronjL the Committee 
in the disclosures of freemasonry, adopted yesterday, was reconsidered. 

Mr. Bernard then read a communication from N. N. Whiting, of New York, 
)n the upper degrees of masonry. The communication was ordered to be ap- 
^nded to the said report, and published with it, and the report, so amended, 
ras again adopted. 

The Convention then adjourned to 4 o'clock, p. m. 

The same day, at 4 o'clock, p.%m. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
nent. 

On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved, that the estimate, which 
inti-masonry places upon the rights of election and the liberty of the press, aa 
he two main pillars in the temple of our liberties, is established, undeniably, by 
jvery page of bur own history, and most strikingly illustrated by the recent re- 
solution in France. 

On motion of Mr., Slade, Resolved, that this Convention earnestly recom- 
nend to the several state Anti-masonic Committees, to take immediate mea-* 
sures to solicit contributions throughout their respective states, by the agency 
3f their county and town committees, for the gratuitous dissemination <rf intel- 
ligence on the subject of freemasonry. 

On motion of Mr. Boileau, Resolved, that the address to the people of the 
United States, and such of the other proceedings, as the publishing Committee 
may select, be pubHshed in the German language. 

Mr. Slade was excused from further service on the publishing C<»amittee ; 
and Mr. Maynard added to said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Stevens, Resolved, that the publishing Conunittee trans- 
rait to each member of this Convention, fifty copies of the^ proceedings, or as 
many as the funds raised, will warrant. 

Mr. Maynard, from the Committee on the effects of freemasoniy on the 
Christian religion, made a report, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. • 

Mr. Terry moved a resolution of thanks to the President ; whereupon the 
question being put by the first Vice Presiden, it was Resolved unanimously, that 
the thanks of this Convention be presented to the Hon. Francis Granger, for the 
able, faithful, end dignified manner in which he has presided over its delibera- 
tions. 

On motion of Mr. Seward, it was Resolved unanimously, that the thanks of 
this Convention be presented to .the Vice Presidents, for their dignified and 
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abie* and to the Secretaries, for their faithful and correct discharge of their 
several duties, during the session of this Convention. 
Thereupon, the Convention adjourned, sine die. 



APPENDIX. 

LETTER FROM SAMUEL G. ANDEBTON REFERRED 

TO IN THE JOURNAL; 

Boston, AngDBt -20, 183Q. 

To tlU United StaUi Anti^Masome Delegatet^ in Conversion assembled^ at 

Philadelphia. 

OxsTuiaar. 

AUow me to express my aeknowledfmeiita for jour exertions to suppress the evils of freeing 
•onry. It has been my misfortune to have been hauled up and dismanued by the masonic crew. 
I have not only taken the horrid oaths of the order; but have witnessed the execution of ths 
bloody penalties attached to those oaths, in true masonic form, accorcUng to the rules asd 
Wges the fratemitjjr ; and I had strong reason to believe, from what I have been told by m- 
sons, that those executions are much more frequent than what has been generally supposed. 

On the 15th of March last, I made solemn oath before a notary public and a respectable num- 
ber of gentlemen in this city, to what I was an eye witness. I did it of my own free will and ac- 
c»cd, and froma smise of duty. It has been asked why I did not do it before. I frankly answered, 
liecause I knew the nature of the masonic institution, I knew that my life must pav the for- 
feiture ; but the death of Morgan, and soon after, that of my neighbour, which is well known to ^ 
have taken place in a masonic lodge room in Boston ; the dteath of Artemas Kennedy, at MUtoD, i 
with all the mysterious, but convincing circumstances, to say nothing of several other strangfl 
deaths of masons, led ms to belrave that duty called me to disclose that horrid and bloody mar£r j 
in Belfast in Ireland. I told the world of it as soon as I supposed it could be done with safetf 
to my own life. But I have been vilified and slandered agreeably to masonic obligations. 
Masons have said, and I believe they have published, that I'have denied all I had stated, — ^thatl 
fanvs said that I was drunk when I Sd it,— that I was bribed or hired to do it. But so far from this 
being true, I was repeatedly assur^ by the Anti-masons, before hand, that no reward whatever, 
either directjiy or inairectly, would ever be given me for it, nor have I ever expected, or received 
ony thing. I went to sea before my affidavit was published, and have never denied a word of 
it, nor was I the least intoxicated ; for proof of this I appeal to those gentlemen who saw me, 
and I believe that one or more of them are members of your honourable body. I have carefaliy 
revised my affidavit since it was publbhed. It is possible, that I was mistaken as to one sellable 
in ihe name of the landlord on Lime Kiln Dock, me name might have been Greenwood, instead 
of Greenlow, though I still think that we used to call him Greenlow. But except this, and the 
mis-spdling of Offin for Hofflin, and the omission of the word " and^* after " Belfast^" in the 
M santeoce fiwm thehut-^Aud of the word "sailed" after- <<&a22ast/* in the same sentence, 
(for I went to London before I joined the Hofflin,) it is correct. And I solemnly declare in the 
presence of that Gqd^ before whom I expect to be judged, and in presence of my pountry and oT ! 
mankind, that evert word of that affidavit is true. ~ 1 

With this declaration, I firesentone hundred and fifVy copies of the same to the Convention, I 
and respectfully request their acceptanee. With the highest respect for vour hoaontable body i 

I subscribe myseli, 

SAMUEL G. ANDBRTON. 



REPORT. 



ON TBE ABDTTCTION AND BfTTRDEIl OF WILLIAM MORGAN, AND ON TBM CONDUCT 
AND MEASURES OT THE MASONIC FRATERNITY TO PREVENT CONTICTIONB, &C. 

Mr. Whittlesey fr<nn the Cmanittee next herein mentioned made the fcUouinf^ lUfWi : 

The Committee appointed to report a succinct and lucid account of tbeabdue* 
lion and murder 'of William Morgan, and of the conduct and measures adopted hy 
the fraternity, jointlj^ and as individuals, to prevent a conviction of their more promi- 
nent fellow masons in that abduction and murder," beg leave to report the following, 
statement of facts, compiled either from the judicial evidence which has been given 
in courts of justice, in relation to that transaction, or from woU authenticated docu- 
ments, or from the personal knowledge of the facts then stated. 

William Morgan was bom on the dav of August, 1774, in Culpepper count]F> 
Virginia. His occupation was thaf of a bricklayer and stone mason. Having accu* 
mulated by his industry, a sufficient fund, he commenced business as a merchant is 
Richmond, Virginia, ft is said, that ne was a captain in a mHitia regiment, and that 
he was present at the battle of New-Orleans, in January, 1815. He married Lacinda 
Pendleton, in October, 1619, who waa left with two infant dnldrea at the time of his 
abduction. He removed from Virginia in 1;he fall of 1821, and commenced the bosi- 
ness of a brewer, near York, in Upper Canada. The destruction of his property by 
fire, soon after, reduced him to poverty. He removed to Rochester, in the state of 
New York, and resumed his onginal occupation. An inflammation of tlie eyes, con- 
tracted soon after, incapacitated him for labour, and rendered the pressure of 
poverty more severe. From Rochester he removed to Batavia, where he resided in 
the summer of 1826. William Morgan was a member of the masonic fraternity, and 
had advanced as far as the degree of royal arch, in the mysteries of that sodwty. 
In the summer of 1826, it became known that he was preparing for pnblicatioii, a 
work, in which the obligations, secret signs, and ceremonies of free masonry were 
to be made public. It was also understood that David C. Miller, ^ entered appren- 
tice mason, and a printer at Batavia, was engaged, or to be engaged in printing tte 
work. The knowledge of these facts excited great commotion, among tne membera 
of the masonic fratenuty in that vicinity, and in a wide extent of surrounding country. 
There was great heat and intemperance of expression in relation to the expected 
work, and an open avowal by members, that it should nevw see the li§^ Consul* 
tations were held ainong them, as to the course to be pursued in relation to tlie con- 
templated work ; and it was understood, finally to have been determined, tiuu its 
publication was to be prevented, at all hazards. It would appear, that there were 
several different and distinct proiects devised to produce this result, whidi, either 
were not attempted, or failed in their execution. 

Measures were taken to injure the character of Morgan, and thus to shutlmnoiit fron 
sympathy and credit. In the month of August,. 1826, an advertisement w^ inserted 
in the Ontario Messenger, printed at Canandaigua, of which the foUowing is a copy : 

"NOTICE AND CAUTION." 

If a man calling himself William Morgan, should inUrude himself on the commu- 
nity, they should be on their guard, particularly the Mason.ic FaATxaNiTT. Morgan 
was in this village in May last, and his conduct while here, and elsewhere, eaBs forth 
this notice. Any information in relation to Morgan, can be obtained by callwg at the 
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Masoitic Hall in this village. Brethren andcompamons are particularly requested 
to observe, mark, and govern themselves accordingly, fff^ Morgan is considered a 
swindler and a dangerous man. , There are people in this village who would be 
happy to see this Captain Morgan. 
Canandaigua, Augitst 9, 1826." 

This notice was copied into many of the newspapers in the western cciinties of 
• the .state of New York, and particularly into two newspapers printed at Batavia. 

In the month of August, 1826, a man representing that his name was Daniel Johns, 
and that he was a fur trader from Canada, came to Rochester, and spent most of his 
time in the warehouse of Edward Doyle, who had himself, about four years previous, 
removed from Canada, and who was a high officer in the Monroe Encamp- 
ment. About the middle of August, he went to Batavia, and ingratiated himself so 
far with Morgan and Miller, by offers of pecuniary advances, that he was received 
into their confidence, and into a participation in the publication. He remained at 
Batavia about three weeks, and surreptitiously possessing himself of a portion of the 
inannscript, suddenly left Batavia with the portion he had thus acquired, and carried 
/ it to Rochester. From thence, the manuscript was sent by a special messenger to 
the city of New York, and laid before the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States, then in session in that city. 

In July, 1826, Morgan was arrested on a civil suit at Batavia, and gave bail. On 
the 19th of August, 1826, Johnson Goodwill, Kelsey Stone, and John Wilson of Ba- 
tavia, all free masons, and Daniel H. Dana, a constable of Pembroke, about fourteen 
miles distant, on ascertaining that neither of the heads of the families in the house ^ 
where Morgan resided, w^re at home, rushed into his room and seized his person, 
and all the papers which he was then engaged in arranging for the press. The 
arrest was made by virtue of a bailpiece, and he was hurried to jail without time being 
given him to procure other bail. The sheriff was not to be found though he had been 
seen with the four men immediately before the arrest,, and Morgan was detained in 
jail from Saturday until Monday following. 

While he was so confined in jail, search was made at bis lodgings by virtue .of 
some pretended process, for the papers which Morgan had been engaged in pre- 
paring, but without success. 

Arrangements were made for the assembling at Batavia, on the night of the 8th of 
September, of members of the masonic fraternity, from different and dbtant places. 
They came from Buffalo, Lockport, Canandaigua, and Rochester, and expectations 
were entertained that there would also be a party from Canada. None of them arrived at 
Batavia until in the night, when they assembled to the number of forty or fifty; or more. 
The object of this party was to suppress the publication of the work, by procuring 
the manuscript papers, and the printed sheets. For this purpose, an attack upon the 
printing office of Miller was contemplated, and it would seem, also, the forcible remo- 
val of Morgan frona Batavia, to effect a separation between him and Miller. Eli 
Bruce, the sheriff olTNiagara county, had been requested to prepare, and did actually 
prepare a cell in the jail of that county, for the reception of Morgan, whose forcible 
abduction, by this band of midnight conspirators, was confidently expected^ Colonel 
Edwpd Sawyer, of Canandaigua, headed, or commanded this party ; but they failed 
to ef^ct their object, and dispersed a little before daylight, the next morning. 

It is supposed that they were deterred from their purpose, by a knowledge of the 
fact, Aat Miller was aware of their intentions, and had prepared fire arms, and other 
ample means to defend, both his person and his property, from the attacks of violence. 
Many, of the persons composing this party are known to have been selected and de- 
legated for the express purpose of going to Batavia to assist in suppressing the pub- 
lication of Morgan's book ; and perhaps the numbers composing this party, and the 
different and distant places from which they came, illustrate more forcibly than any 
other single fact, the extent of the combination to suppress the publication of the book. 

About this time, an article written byR. W. Haskins of Buffalo, appeared in the 
Black Rock Gazette, a paper published forty miles distant from Batavia, of which 
' the following is a copy : 

Mr. Salisburt, 

, ** 5ir,— I noticed in your last paper, an inadvertent error, copied perhaps from 
other printSy respecting a wretch by the name of Morgan. The statement that Mor- 
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gan is an expelled mason, b a mistake. He is not an expelled mason, but pn impos* 
tor, and a swindler, against the OTil designs of whom the fraterniw have amply 
proTided. A MASON. 

September 7, im.'' 

On the night of the 10th of September, Richard Howard, otherwise called Richard 
Ghippersfiela, who worked at Buffalo for the same Haskins who wrote the foregoing 
paragraph, attempted, with several others whose names are not known, to set fire to 
the printing <iffice of Miller, in Batavia. The sides of the building, and the outside 
Btairs leading to the office, had been literally sprinkled with spirits of turpentine ; and 
straw, and cotton balls saturated with the same combustible, had been provided. It 
burnt fiercely and brightly upon the first application of the lamp, and had it not been 
instantly discovered by an individual who was accidentally a witness of it, the office 
must have been speemly consumed, and the lives of ten persons, then asleep in the 
two buildings, possibly made a sacrifice. 

On Sunday morning, Septeinber 10th, Nicholas G. Ohesebro, of Canandaigua, 
master of the lodge at that place, applied to Jeffrey Chipman, a magistrate at Ca- 
naudaigua, for a warrant. Ohesebro came to the office with Ebenezer C. Kingsley, 
who made a complaint against WiUiam Morgan, for having taken away a shirt and 
cravat, which he had borrowed of Kingsley. The magistrate issued tiie warrant upon 
the oath of Kingsley, which was directed to Ohesebro, as one of the coroners of On- 
tario county, and handed to him. Ohesebro, together with flallowav Hay ward a 
constable, Henry Howard, Harris Seymour, Moses Roberts, and Joseph Scofield, all 
freemasons, of Oanandaigua, left that place for Batavia, at about ten o'clock the 
same morning, in an extra stage hired by Ohesebro. 

The party were joined by four otlier individuals, all freemasons, at different 
places before they reached Batavia. They stopped to take supper at James Gan- 
8on*9 house, in Stafford, six miles east of Batavia. -^Doctor Samuel S. Butler of Staf- 
ford, was then introduced to some of the party, and informed that they had a warrant 
for Morgan. Doctor Bader went to Batavia the same evening, and was requested 
to inform Nathan Follett, and William Seaver, then master of the Batavia lodge, 
that the party were Voming. He did so, and on his return met the Oanandaigua 
party about two miles from BataTia, and informed Ganson that Follett had sent to 
them not to come. The sti^ turned about; the party that originally started from 
Oanandaigua went into Batavia on foot, and the remainder returned. The next 
morning early, Morgan was arrested, and taken to the public house where the party 
had slept : an extra stage coach was procured, and the party left Batavia for Oa- 
nandaigua, with Morgan in their custody. Miller attempted to procure the release of 
Morgan just as the carriage was starting, but he was pusned aside and the coach was 
driven off very fast, Ohesebro being on the outside with the driver, and urging him 
to drive fast, until they should get out of the county. The driver appeared to 
feel aneasy about the proceedings, but was pacified by Ganson's assurance, that he 
would save him harmless from all responsibility. Ohesebro repeatedly looked back, 
and said they should not take Morgan alive. They arrived at Oanandaieua with 
Morgan the same day, and in the evening took him before the magistrate, who bsued 
the warrant, by whom he was examined and discharged, Loton Lawson appearing 
as a witness- on behalf of Morgan. Ohesebro then immediately applied to tne same 
magistrate for a warrant against Morgan, for a debt of about two dollars, claimed 
to be due from him to Aaron Ackley, a tavern keeper, which debt Ohesebro 
alleged, was assigned to him. Judgment was entered against Morgan for two dol- 
lars and sixty-nine cents, debt and costs, and an execution immediately issued, 
which was put into the hands of HaUoway Hay ward, then present. Moi^an took 
off his coat, and offered it to the constable to levy upon, for the debt. The con- 
stable declined receiving it, and arrested Morgan'and committed him to the jail of Oa- 
nandaiffua the same evening, on the execution. He remained in custody in Oanan- 
daigua jail, until the evening of the next day. 

Immediately after Morgan was committed to jail, Loton Lawsoh, a farmer resi- 
ding near Oanandaigua, procured a horse and went to Rochester the same night, a dis** 
tance of twenty-eight miles, and returned the next morning a little after breakfast. 
He went to bed soon after his return, and informed the innkeeper where he slept, that 
some genUemen from Rochester would call for him in the course of the day. On 



4 



ABDUCTION OF MORGAN. 



[18 



the 12th of September, Burrage Smith and John Whitney, of Rochester, took the 
stage from that place in the morning, for Canandaigua. They were joined by James 
Gillis, at Victor, ten miles distant from Canandaigua, and all three arrived at the 
latter place early in the afternoon of the same day. Smith and Whitney called upon 
Loton Lawsou, in the evening of the same day, September 12, Loton Lawson called 
at the jail a little after dark, and asked for WilUam Morgan. The jailer was absent, 
and Lawson informed the jailer's wife, that he wished to pay the debt for which Mor- 
•gan was confined, and take him away. Mrs.. Hall, (the jailer's wife,) declined ac- 
cepting the amount of the execution, on the ground that she did not know the amount, 
and also refused to permit Lawson to have any private conversation with Morgan. 
Lawson asked Morgan, however, in the presence of Mrs. Hall, if he would go home 
with him if he would pay the debt and take him, out ? To which Morgan answered, 
that he would ; Lawson then expressed great anxiety to get Morgan out that night, 
and pressed Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt which she still declined. 

Lawson went out and returned soon with another person, whom Mrs. Hall can- 
not identify, and insisted on her receiving the amount*of the execution. Mrs. Hall 
peremptorily refused. . He went away and returned again, reiterating his request 
with the same effect. He went away again, and soon returned with Edward Saw- 
yer, who advised Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt, and let Morgan go. 
She still refused. She subsequently consented td discharge Mqrgan, at the request 
of Nicholas G. Chesebro, who was the real plaintiff in the execution, and took the 
keys of the prison for the purpose of opening Morgan's cell. Before she opened the 
cell, Lawson gave a single whistle at the front door, which brought a man to the 
jail steps. Morgan's cell was unlocked; he came out, and Lawson took him by his 
arm, and went towards the door of the prison hall, which was unlocked by a person 
on the outside, and they went out. Before they left the jail steps, Morgan was 
seized with violence by Lawson, and the person who was called there by his whistle, i 
Morgan struggled, and cried Murder," once or twice, resistine as mucn as possible, l< 
and in the struggle his hat fell off. Edward Sawyer and Nicholas G. Chesebro I 
were waiting near the jail steps, and when the struggle commenced, they foUowed 
Morgan and the two men who were with him, and who were going eastwardly from 
the jail. Chesebro came up with them, and stopped Morgan's outcry by thrusting 
a handkerchief, or something similar, into his mouth. Sawyer gave a distinct rap 
upon the curb of a well, at which signal, Hiram Hubbard drove up with a two horse 
carriage, which had been harnessed, and was in waiting for the purpose. He over- 
took the party, having Morgan in their possession, a few rods east of the jail, when | 
two of them thrust Morgan mto the carriage, and then got in themselves. The car- 
riage immediately turned around, and drove through Canandaigua, Main street, | 
northerly. This was about nine o'clock in the evening, and it was a bright moon- 
light night. Loton Lawson, Burrage Smith, John Whitney, James Gillis, and pro- I 
bably one or two other persons, whose names are not known, either rode in, or \ 
accompanied, the carriage containing Morgan. It would seem, that this carriage 
was accompanied most of the distance by out riders, either on horse back, or ui 
some separate conveyance. A sulkey with a man in it, started from Canandaigua just 
after the carriage drove through the street, for which it appeared to have been wait- I 
ing some time ; it drove j^ast the carriage about three miles from Canandaigua, and 
stopped at Victor over night. At Victor, the carriage containing Morgan and the | 
party with him, drove into Enos Gillis' yard, back of his barn, and out of sight from 
the road ; and the party remained there about an hour, and took some refreshment. I 
James Gillis here took a horse from his brother's stable, and it would also seem, that 
one other of the party accompanied or preceded the carriage on horse back, when it ' 
left Victor. On the morning of the 13th September, between 4 and 5 o'clock, Ezra 
Piatt, a livery stable keeper in Rochester, and a royal arch mason, was called upon 
for a carriage to go to Lewiston, and requested it to be sent to Ensworth's tavern 
in the village. Piatt has sworn that he did not know who it was that called, or who 
wanted the carriage. He called up Orson Parkhurst, one of his drivers, who is also 
a mason, and directed him to prepare the carriage. Piatt charged the hire of the 
carriage, as he lias sworn, to " The Grand Chapter, pro tern." He has not yet rer 
ceived his pay for such a singular charge. 

The carriage containing Morgan, and the party with him, drove into Rochester 
about day dawn, and Hubbard watered Jjis horses at the public reservoir, near the 
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centre of the village* He has testified that one individual alighted from the carriage 
here, and was absent about fifteen minutes, when the same person returned as he 
supposed. The carriage then drove north, about three miles from Rochester, where 
the ridge road turns off from the river road. It stopped at the tavern at the inter- 
section of the two roads a short time, with the intention of feeding. For some 
reason this intention was abandoned, and Hubbard drove the carriage about half a 
mile from the tavern, on the ridge road, and set down the whole party in the road, 
at a distance from any house, and near a piece of wood. The curtains of this car^ 
riage, so far as it had been seen by day light, were closed. After Hubbard had set 
his party down, he returned, with the curtains of his carriage rolled up. Soon after 
the carriage left the tavern, going west, Edward Doyle, of Kochester, rode up, on a 
horse belonging to Ezra Piatt, and inquired if such a carriage had passed, and which 
way it went, Joeing informed, he followed after it. Piatt's carriage, driven by Orson 
Parkhurst, with some individuals in it, soon drove on the same road. It took up the 
party that Hubbard had left in the road, or a. portion of them, with Morgan, and 
drove west. Edward Doyle, on horse back^ and four or five persons in Hubbard's 
carriage, returned to Rochester 

A gentleman of Clarkson had engaged a pair of horses of Silas Walbridge, of that \ 
place, to put before a carriage. The carriage driven by Parkhurst drove up to Clark- 
son about 9 o'clock in the morning, with the curtains and windows closed, though it 
was a warm day. This is about fifteen miles west of the place where Parkhurst 
took in his party. Upon its arrival in the street of Clarkson, the gentleman who had 
engaged Walbndge's norses, told him that he should not want them, and immediately 
got into his sulkey, and drove about two and a half miles further west, and en- 
gaged a pair of horses of one Captain Isaac Allen, a farmer. The carriage did not 
stop in Clarkson, but drove on to Allen's. Upon its arrival, Allen's horses were 
taken out of the orchard, where they had been drawing apples, and were harnessed 
to the carriage which Parkhurst drove, in exchange for the horses which he had 
before driven ; and Parkhurst mounted the box again, and drove on west. When 
the carriage arrived at Gaines, about fifteen miles west of Clarkson, Elihu Mather, 
residing at that place, took the horses of his brother, James Mather, and followed the 
carriage, which had passed west through the village. He overtook it at some dis- 
tance from the village, where the horses were exchanged in the street, at a distance 
from any house. When the exchange was effected, Elihu Mather himself got upon 
the hox, and drove the carriage west, while Parkhurst returned east, with Allen's 
horses. 

The stage which had left Rochester early the same morning, arrived at Murdoch's 
tavern before the carriage containing Morgan passed. A gentleman of high stand- 
ing, of Rochester, was one of the passengers in the stage ; when the stage arrived at 
Murdoch's tavern, this j;entleman called the man aside who then had charge of the 
tavern, and asked him if he was a ro^ral arch mason ; being answered in the nega- 
tive, he asked for writing materials, with which he wrote a note, and despatched a 
boy with it to Jeremiah Brown, residing in that vicinity. Jeremiah Brown came to 
the tavern soon after, and held a conversation with him. When the stage went 
on, Brown and the gentleman both went on, in it. Soon after. Brown returned to 
the tavern with two horses, riding one and leading the other. When the carriage 
containing Morgan came along, which was soon after; Elihu Mather, who was then 
driving it, beckoned to Brown after, the carriage had passed the house a short dis- 
tance, and Brown went up to him, and appeared to hold some conversation with 
him. The carriage drove on. Brown took his horses, ai^d followed on after it ; but 
it would seem that he left his horses, and got on to the carriage himself. Burrage 
Smith had followed the Morgan carriage in a sulkey^, but he Bad not overtaken it 
when the carriage arrived at Murdoch's. The carnage stopped at evening, at the 
tavern of Solomon C. Wright, in New Fane, Niagara county, where the road 
turns off to Lockport, and about three miles distant therefrom. It was here driven 
into the barn ana the doors closed, and the party remained at this place some time, 
to procure refreshments, and to make arrangements for relieving those who had tra- 
velled in the carriage with Morgan all day, and the whole of the previous night, and 
who must necessarily have been greatly fatigued. 

Burrage Smith went to Lockport in his sulkey, and together with Jared Darrow 
called upon £U Bruce, the sheriff of Niagara county, and informed him that Morgan 
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was iu their possession, and was going to Canada ; and requested Bruce*s assistance 
in getting him along. Bruce and some others went to Wright's, where several per- 
sons were assembled. Bruce and David Hague got into the carriage with Morgan ; 
Elihu Mather drove, and Jeremiah Brown was on the box with him, and they left 
Wright's about ten o'clock in the evening. The persons who came there with Mor- 
gan, probably most of them went to Lockport that night, and went into Lewiston the 
next day in a stage coach. At Molyneux's tavern, six miles distant, they stopped ; 
and Bruce procured Molyneux's horses, in exchange for Mather's. An individual 
accompanied the carriage on horse back. Brown then drove, and they reached 
Lewiston, fourteen miles distant from Molyneux's, somewhat after midnight. The 
carriage was driven around to a back street, and unhaijiessed. Samuel Burton, one 
of the proprietors of the stage line, at Lewiston, was called upon for assistance. He 
called up Corydon Fox, one of his drivers, and directed him to harness a carriage. 
He did so, and drove up to the tavern. Bruce got upon the box with him, and by 
his direction, Fox drove around to the back street, where the other carriage was un- 
harnessed, when Morgan was taken out of the one carriage, and put into the carriage 
which Fox drove. Bruce and Hague got in with him, and Fox, by Bruce's direc- 
tion, drove to Youngstown* They called at the house of Colonel William King, 
at Youngstown, and stopped. Bruce alighted and called up King, who came out 
with Bruce, and both got into the carriage. Fox drove on towards the fort, by 
Bruce's direction, and when arrived at the burying ground near the fort, he was told 
to stop. He did so, when the persons having Morgan in charge, got out, together 
with Morgan, and all four walked off, arm in arm, towards the fort, and Fox was 
told he might return. Morgan was hoodwinked and bound at this time. It appears 
that arrangements had been previously made, for the reception of Morgan upon 
the Canada side of the river, With persons residing upon that side* After the party 
left the carriage^ they went to the ferry house, and Cfolonel King called up Edward 
Giddins, who then kept the ferry. Ail of them crossed the river, together with Gid< 
dins,' and lauded nearly opposite to the fort, at some distance from any dwelling. 
Mr. Giddins and David Hague remained at the boat with Morgan, while Colonel 
King and Sheriff Bruce went into the village of Niagara, to see the masons with 
whom it had been arranged to receive their victim. They were absent about two 
hours, and returned with two other men, one of whom was Edward MeBride, then 
a member of the parliament of Upper Canada. After some conference, it was deter- 
mined to bring Morgan back again, inaamuch as the arrangements for his reception 
in Canada were not yet complete. This event had probably been anticipated, as 
both Giddins and the keeper of the fort had been requested, two or three oftys pre- 
vious, to prepare the magazine for the reception of Morgan, which they had accord- 
ingly done, by removing the principal part of the public property from it. After the 
refusal of the Canada masons to receive Morgan, the same persons who had taken 
him across the river, re-crossed with him, and placed him in the magazine, which 
had been so prepared for his reception, and locked him in*. This was some time 
before day dawn, on the morning of the 14th September, 1826. Morgan was left 
in charge of Edward Giddins. The fort was unoccupied by troops, and indeed was 
entirely deserted, except by Giddins and the keeper^ and their respective families. 

On the 14th day of September, 1826, a royal arch chapter was installed at Lewis- 
ton ; which event called together a very considerable assemblage of masons, of that 
degree, from Rochester, Buffalo, Lockport, and other places in that vicinity. It 
would appear from the testimony of one or two witnesses, and the i^atements of 
others, that scarce an individual mason, attending that installation, could have been 
ignorant of the fact, that Morgan was fit that time confined in the magazine of fort 
Niagara. It appears to have been a subject of conversation among them, and several 
were then informed that such was the fajct. On the day of the installation, Giddins 
remained at the fort, to see that all was kept safe. He, together with John Jackson, 
went to the magazine, for the purpose of carrying Morgan some food. Morgan re- 
fused to admit them, and said he would starve rather than fall into their ha^ds ; and 
he made so great an outcry as to render it necessary to dispatch Jackson to Lewiston, 
to procure the assistance of some one to silence hun. -David Hague came down in 
haste, a distance of seven miles, but did not succeed in quieting Morgan. Two 
other persons were then sent down from Lewiston, and one of them, (Loton Lawson) 
of whom Morgan seemed to have a great dread, went into the magazine, and sue- 
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eeeded iir stUUiig him. In the eyening, twenty or thuty persons, besides those be- 
longing to the fort, came from Lewiston, and were at the fort. About midnight, 
seyen persons, all royal arch masons, held a consultation on the plain near the grave 
yard, some'rods distant from the fort, as to the manner in which Morgan should be 
disposed of. There seemed to be but one opinion among them all : that Morgan had 
forfeited his life, for a breach of his masonic obligations ; and that it was their duty 
as masons, to see that the penalty was executed. Thej came to a determination to 
proceed in a body and seize Morgan, and perform their own duty, by casting him 
mto the river. After they l^ad started to carry this determination into effect, one of 
the company discovered a reluctance to go such lengths, which encouraged others to 
remonstrate, and the project was abandoned for tnat time, On the night of the 
15th, a similar consultation was held between four persons, as to the disposition of 
Morgan, but nothing was decided upon. At this consultation, Colonel King became 
offended with Mr. Giddins, for expressing a desire that Morgan should be released ; 
and Giddins surrendered to him the key of the magazine, which was afterwards en- 
trusted to the care of Elisha Adams. It is known that Morgan remained confined 
in the magazine during the 16th and 17th, and it is believed that he was so confined 
until the 19th of September. 

As to the disposition of Moiigan, after the evening of the 14th of September, no- 
thing has yet been made known judicially, but circumstances are strong, to induce 
the belief^ that he.was put to death on the night of the 19th of September, 1826, by 
being cast into the depths of Niagara river. Several persons have been informed, 
by those who were understood to be cognizant of the giulty secret, that such was the 
fact, and Hiram B« Hopkins, has testified, that he, as a mason, was informed in 
January, 1827, that Morgan had been murdered. William P. Daniels who was called 
as a witness, at the late trials at Lockport, refused to answer a question, on the ground 
that be might criminate himself as an accessary to the crime of murder, although he 
was told expressly by the judge, that he must have better evidence, that a murder 
had been committed, than the public possessed, before he could decline answering on 
such ground. 

It will strike any one, on hearing a recital of the facts connected with the abduc- 
tion of William Morgan, that the combination to effect that measure, must have been 
very extensive, embracing a large number of individuals. The judicial examinations 
of the subject have brought out very many names as connected in a nearer or more 
remote degree, with the transaction at some stage of its progress. The bare- seizure 
and transportation of a man from such a distance, rendered the employment of many 
agents, a matter of absolute necessity,, and it is now well known that many knew of 
it, who took no active part in the infraction of the laws. It was probably known to 
numbers of the lodge-going masons, in several of the western counties of New York, 
that some measures were contemplated to be taken for the suppression of Morgan's 
intended publication ; and it has been judicially proven, that measures, which con- 
templated the use of violence, to effect this object, were matter of discussion among 
masons in the lodge room. 

It would be naturally supposed, that a conspiracy, so wide spread, the execution 
and knowledge of which was confided to so many individuals, would not oppose for- 
midable difficulties to a complete exposure by judicial investigation. In the history 
of crime, those which employ the most accomplices, are usually the easiest of detec- 
tion, particularly if the agency of some partake but slightly of guilt. But such was 
not the case in the investigation of this violation of the' laws, and the difficulties 
which were encountered, will be hereafter noticed. 

In January, 1827, the trial of Nicholas G. Chesebro, Edward Sawyer, Loton 
Lawson, and John Sheldon, for their agency in the conspiracy, was brought on be- 
fore Judge Throop, at Canandai^ua; the three first, under tne advice of counsel, 
pleaded guilty, and the only question, as to the last to be cried, was the identity of 
the man. This course excluded the testimony in relation to the conspiracy, which 
was anxiously looked for by the public. Lawson was sentenced to two years im- 
prisonment in the county jail of Ontario county, Chesebro to one year, and Sawyer, 
to one month. Sheldon was found guilty and sentenced to three months imprison- 
ment. 

In April, 1827, Jesse l^rench, James Hurlburt, Roswell Willcox, and James Gan- 
wn, were tried at Batavia, in Genessee county, for the forcible arrest of David C. 
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Miller. They were all found guiltjr, butGanson : French was sentenced to an impri- 
sonment of one year, Wilcox for six months, and Hurlburt for three months. 

In February, 1827, several of the persons who went in the carriage from Canan- 
daigua to Batavia, and arrested Morgan, and brought him to Canandaigua, were 
tried at the general sessions in Ontario, for forcibly seizing, and falsely imprisoning 
William Morgan, and they were acquitted, on the ground that they were protected 
by the warrant for his arrest. In August, 1827, Harris Seymour, Henry Howard, 
Halloway Hayward, Moses Roberts, James Ganson, Chauncey H. Coe, Hiram Hub- 
bard, and James Lakey were tried at Canandaigua, for a conspiracy to kidnap and 
carry away William Morgan, and were all acquitted. Application had been made 
to De Witt Clinton, then governor of the state of New York, for the removal of Eli 
Bruce, sheriflf of Niagara county, for his participation in the abduction of Morgan. 
The sheriffs in the state of New York are elected by the people, but the constitution 
provides for their removal by the executive, for good cause shown, on charges pre- 
ferred, after giving the officer time for his defence. This application was pending 
before the governor, for a long time, but on the 26th day of September, 1827, he 
issued his proclamation removing Eli Bruce from the office of sheriff. 

Eli Bruce, Orsamus Turner, and Jared Darrow, were tried at Canandaigua, in 
August, 1828, for their agency in the conspiracy ; Eli Bruce was found guilty, the 
two last were acquitted. A question of law, arising out of the indictment, was 
carried up to the supreme court,— decided against the defendant, , and he was senten- i 
ced to an imprisonment of two years and four months in Canandaigua jail. . i 

In May, 1829, John Whitney and James Gillis were tried at Canandaigua. John 
Whitney was convicted and sentenced to an imprisonment of one year and three ' 
months. The Jury could not agree in the case of Gillis. \ 

In November, 1829, Elihu Mather was tried at Albion, in Orleans county, and I 
aCter a tiglal which consumed nearly two weeks, he was acquitted by the verdict of 
the jury. A motion for a new trial was made by the special attorney, but the 
supreme court denied it. 

In June, 1830, Ezekiel Jewet, and Jeremiah Brown, were tried at Lockport, in 
Niagara county, and were severally acq[uitted. In addition to these trials, there are 
indictments now pending and undetermined, against eighteen persons, some of which 
will probably not be further prosecuted. I 

David Hague, William King, and Burrage Smith are dead ; William King died I 
suddenly, the morning after he received information of the testimony of Eli Bruce, on 

the trial of John Whitne^jr- 

Having thus given a brief history of the abduction of William Morgan, and noticed 
the trials growing out of that transaction, it now becomes the duty of your commit- 1 
tee, to furnish a statement of the conduct and measures of numbers of the masonic 
fraternity, to prevent the conviction of those implicated in these gross violations of the { 
laws of the land. Appalling as is the conviction which is pressed upon us by the 
history of that abduction, that hundreds of respectable men, in the western, 
counties of the state of New York, could be found, who would be willing to 
violate the laws of the state, and the saeredness of private property, personal 
liberty, and human life, to prevent the publication of the secrets of free masonry, 
yet, It would be infinitely more alarming, if it should be found, that great num- 
bers of the members of that fraternity, had made use of every possible device I 
to prevent the discovery of a high handed offence, and to obstruct' the administra- 
tion of justice, and the due execution of the laws. The first, however extensive the ! 
combination may have been, was but a single outrage, and like hundreds of other j 
fearful crimes, might have been punished and forgotten, and the public have felt I 
secure in theprotection of the laws, in witnessing the unobstructed execution of their 
penalties. The latter, by unhinging the whole administration of justice, would ex- 
nibit a state of facts deeply alarming to a communitv, who eminently repose upon 
the laws under which they live for protection, and rely undoubtingly upon their due 
and impartial administration. When rumours of these outrages first became public, 
the citizens of the community, in which they' were perpetrated, felt themselves 
called upon to investigate how it was, that a peaceable citizen should be forcibly 
seized in a populous village, and transported against his will, one hundred and fif^ 
miles, through a thickly settled country. As worthy of a free government, they 
deemed themselves bound to ascertain why^ and by whom, a fellow -citizen, enjoying 
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the same privileges, was abstracted from the protection of the laws, under circum- 
stances which created well grounded suspicions of a horrible fate. The inquiries 
for information in relation to Morgan, were answered by taunts, reproaches, and 
ridicule. At first, the members of the fraternity were bold enough, openly to declare, 
"That if Morgan had been put to death, his fate was no more than he deserved ; he 
had forfeited his life." These declarations were made by perhaps hundreds 6f free- 
masons, within two months after the abduction, and there is scarce an individual, 
who at that early period took any interest in the investigation, but can call to mind 
distinctly, many such declarations, made by respectable and influential men. 

When intimations were thrown Qut that an appeal would be made to the laws, 
more than one freemason has been heard to say, that the judges were masons, the 
sherifTs were masons, and the jurymen would be masons, and set at defiance the re- 
quirements of justice. 

There seems to have been a determination on the part of the fraternity, not only 
to suppress all information in relation to the outrages, but even to repress 
inquiries and questionings, which might tend to elucidate it. Individuals who ven- 
tured to make remarks which such an infraction of the laws were calculated, to 
elicit, were made the subjects of unreasonable abuse, and vindictive hostility, by the 
lodge-going members of the fraternity. The public press, which has, in almost every 
other instance of alarming crime, been made in some measure the means of its in- 
vestigation, or at least of making public its details, was, in this instance, with a single 
exception at first, awed into the most slavish silence, by the influence of freema- 
sonry. The. conductors of many of the public prints in western New York, were 
themselves masons, and the proprietors of others, who did not belong to the frater- 
nity, were soon given to understand that it would be most fatal to their interests, to 
publish any thing in relation to the ill fated Morgan. A single instance may illus- 
trate this species of influence. In the month of October, or November, 1826, Elihu 
F. Marshall, a quaker, and the conductor of a paper, called The Album," published 
in the village of Rochester, ventured to say, in an editorial article, that the unlawful 
abduction of William Morgan ought to be the subject of investigation. The paper 
with an article of this import had no sooner appeared, than Edward Doyle, a knight 
templar, and treasurer of the Monroe Encampment, rushed into the office of the 
Album in a storm of rage, ordered his paper to be discontinued, and his advertise- 
ments stopped, and told Marshall if he did not cease publishing articles against the 
masonic fraternity, many others would take the same course, but that if he retracted 
the next week, all might yet .be well. Dayle then went to the printing office of a 
royal arch mason, and boasted that he had shut the quaker*s head." We regret 
to add, that the timid editor quailed under the masonic threat, and in his next paper 
made a partial retraction of his previous article. 

In addition to the difficulties thrown in the way of investigation, by the silence of 
the public press, thus coerced, the public mind was distracted and misled by false 
statements, in relation to the re-appearance of Morgan, published in prints under 
masonic control ; so much so^ that public belief upon this subject was for a long 
time unsettled, and the efforts of the investigation paralyzed. There can be little 
doubt but that the authors of such statements contemplated such results, and hoped, 
if possible, by these means to avert punishment from the guilty, or to excite doubts 
as to the guilt of the agents in the abduction. It should not be forgotten either, t^at 
Corydon Fox, who was heedlessly selected to drive the carriage from LewistOn to 
fort Niagara, not being at the time a mason, was, a few days after, admitted to a 
membership in the fraternity, without fee or reward, in the hope, doubtless, that his 
masonic obligations, thus thrust upon him, would effectually seal his lips, as to the 
transactions which he witnessed, on that eventful night. 

At the time of Morgan's abduction, the sheriffs of the different counties of the state 
of New York had the sole power of selecting, and summoning, the grand juries for 
the several courts within their respective counties ; and such selection was made a 
short time previous to the session of each court. At the same period, also, the she- 
riffs of the respective counties of Erie, Niagara, Genessee, Orleans, Livingston, Mon- 
roe, and Ontario, which were the theatre of the outrage, were all masons, and it is 
believed, that all of them were of the degree of royal arch. 

A grand jury, which met in Genessee county after the abduction, was convened in 
February, 18»7; Doctor Samuel S. Butler, of Stafford, in that county, was ap- 
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poiBtad foreman. He wa» a kmght templar, and a large' portion of the jury were 
Aaaons. He said to one of the jurymen, also a knight templar, a majority of the 
jurors are masons ; we have got the stuffin our own hands, and our friends must not 
be indicted."' 

The first grand jury which was summoned in PHagara county, (of which Eli Bruce 
was sheriff^ after inquiries began to be made in relation to the outrage, met in J a- 
nuary, 1827. Sixteen mSsons were summoned on that erand jury, and several who 
were friendly to the institution. No examination was, however, made before that 
grand jury, as tJtte witnesses had been supoenaed to attend at that time in Canandai- 
ffua upon the trial of Chesebro and others. At the court of Oyer and Terminer, 
held in Niagara county* in April, 1827, the sheriff again summoned the grand jurors. 
There were twenty-one members present, thirteen of theih were freemasons, and 
and six friendly to them. Paul Haws, who has since been found to be an important 
witness, and Nforman Shephard since indicted for the Morgan conspiracy, were two 
of these grand jurors. At the May sessions, a majority of masons were summoned 
on the jury, and at the September sessions, about half of the jurors were freemasons, 
but there were a number who were warmly in favour of the institution. Eli Bruce, 
however, was indicted at Canandaigua, a short time before the September sessions. 

Complaint was made against Eli Bruce, sheriff of the county, before the April 
grand jury, for being concerned in the abduction of Morgan. The foreman, a free" 
mason, examined tlM witnesses. In the course of the examination, one of the other 
jurors ventured to ask a witness some questions. The foreman called this juror aside 
and privately solicited him, thereafter, to refrain from asking questions. Some of 
the jurors had been furnished with questions in writing, to put to particular witnesses, 
with a view of eliciting the truth* it was known that sucn papers were in the roohi, 
and the jury voted, by a large majority, that no use should be made of them. 
One juror insisted, however, on making use of them. One witness stated that he 
knew nothing which would go to convict any person upon : being called upon to 
atate what he did know, be asked to be excused, because he was poor; and his testi- 
mony might prove Ids min. A large majority of the jury voted to excuse him from 
answering. One of the jurors pertinaciously msisted upon the witness' answer, and 
after a long debate, finally obtained his answer. One witness, notwitstanding all 
the cunning in keeping die questions, did testify to Bruce's acknowledgement of 
his agency in carrying Morgan to Niagara. Several witnesses were afterwards 
called to impeach the testimony of this witness, and one or two did answer that 
he was not to believed on his oath. One witness testified, that he had been 
informed' by a respectable individual in Canada, in whom the witness had full confi- 
dence, that Morgan had been carried to fort Niagara, thence to the Canada shore, 
and was from thence returned to the fort again, — timt Morgan had been put to death, 
and that his body was in the bottom of Niagara river, and might be found, if searched 
Ibr immediat^y, and that he, (the informant,) could (ell the place where it could be 
found. The witness stated that he received this information from a mason, who 
enjoined the witness to keep his name a secret, as if known, his life would be the 
forfeit. One juror insisted that the witness should nan^e the person who gave him 
this information^ but he refused, and nearly, if not quite all the other jurors 
present, sustained the witness in his refusal, and he' was allowed to retire without 
answering the question. While this jury was in session, the foreman took £li 
Bruce privately into a side room, and was there with him some time. This grand 
jury, so far from finding any indictment against Eli Bruce, or any other person, drew 
up a presentment to the court, that they bad discovered nothing which would 
authorise them to find a bill against any person, and also framed and sent a memo- 
rial to the governor, in which they stated that there was not a shadow of testimony 
implicating Eli Bruce, as guilty of, or accessary to the abduction of Morgan, with the 
exception of one witness, who was so contradicted, and whose general reputation 
was so bad, that they did not place any reliance upon it. 

It is very certain that a series of questions, to be propounded to the witnesses, bad 
been so framed, that the witnesses could answer without elicitmg any dangerous in- 
formation. This must have been the case, or real perjury must have been repeatedly 
committed, on the investigation before them. AU the important .witnesses to trace 
the whole abduction from Rochester to fort Nia^eura, were examined before this 
jgrand jury ; the same witnesses, upon whose testunony, bills have been found in 
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other CMS, and eonTicti<»u had. Tfahteen of the witaoMes examined before thk grand 
jury, have been since mdicted, not one of whomprotected hunaeif on the exarnktationv 
on the ground that be should criminate himself. Three of them, David Hague, Onamus 
Ttinier« and Jared Darrow, have smce been shown by the testunony of Eli Bruce, 
himsolf, to haye had a criminal agency in the abduction. Edward Giddins, in his 
published Statement of Facts," says, he was subpoenaed before this grand jury, 
which much alarmed those who were implicated. One of them informed GHddint, 
that he would go and see the foreman, and state to him Giddins' situadon, that he 
might know how to question him, so that his answera might not injure othera. He 
snbsequenliy informed Giddins that he had told the foreman what Giddins knew of 
the affair, and that the foreman would put no question but what Giddins could safoly 
answer. 

Hiram B. Hopkia^, a royal arch mason, a deputy under Bruce, and personally 
knowing to the abduction of Morgan ist the time, says, in a published letter, date4 
February 28, 1830^— After the lU^dnction of Captain Monan, I used frequently te 
ask the masons how they expected to escape punishment lor that outrage, adding 
that if found out, the perpretrators of the deed would hare to suffer the reward due 
to their crimes. They have told me time and again, that they would never be 
broiijght to punishment, because all were masons with whom they had to deal, ami 
particularly the sherifis of those counties, in which the offisnce'was committed, wert 
all masons, who had the selecting of the grand juries : that no ^rand jury woald bs 
summoned without betng two thirds masons. And when the tune arriTed for sum* 
moning the grand jury lor this county, (Niagara,) I had my orders not to summon 
any but such as were particularly friendly to the masonic institntion. Says Bruco, 
we must have at least two thirds of them masons, and the ethers friendly to the 
order. If we have all mascms they will sui^ct ns. The jury was accordingly 
summoned. The subject of the abduction was broueht before tmm. The district 
attorney was a royal arch mason who knew aU amut the Morgan affair, in my 
opinion, and the foreman of the jury was one of the warmest zealoti of the m'der in 
the county. If I mistake not, more than two thirds of the jary were masons. The 
district attorney and foreman, so framed the questions propounded to the witnesses', 
that after thus examining them, they drew up an instnunent signed by all the jury, 
the substance of which was, that they had no reason to believe that M«nrgan had ever 
passed through this /counOr.** 

When the inhabitants of Monroe county first held their meeting, to take into con- 
dderation the outrages, and deviw means for their inyestigation, the meeting at 
diat time, placed so much confidence in the professions of willingness, made by 
members of the fraternity, to aid in the investigation of these outrages, that diey 
appointed four or five masons upon the committee of investigation. Tms committee, 
after their appointment, held their meetings, and commenced upon their inquiries, 
and at the same time entered into an honorary obligation with each other, not 
disclose any information which might be obtained by the committee, only so far as 
was necessary to procure the arrest of offenden that might be discovered. The 
members of the committee who were not masons, soon ascertained that the lodgs- 
going members of the fraternity in the village, were kept constantly informed of tke 
proceeding of the committee, and of the information which they had collected. On« of 
the masomc memben of this committee, then a knight templar, stated at a lodge meet- 
ing, soon after the committee was ^pointed, <*that he had no doubt that what had 
b^n done with Morgan was intended for the best, but it had turned out otherwise, 
and was an unfortunate business. That he did not wish to know any thing a1»outit, 
he was on the committee, and cautioned them if they knew any thing ab«ut the 
business, to keep it to themselves, as he was in a dehcate situation." Tlie other 
members of the committee soon ascertuned, that no assistance could ba expected 
from freemasons in aid of the investigatiou, and felt themselves compelled to with- 
draw from them, and pursue their inquiries by themselves. 

When the different committees had by great diligence, succeeded in tracing Morgan 
to Lewiston, they appointed dele^tes from among their own members, to proceed 
to that place, and push their inquiries as to his final fate. They went there, to the 
number of seventeen, in the^ month of January, 1827. The members of the fraternity 
in that place and the vidnity, were obviously alarmed and excited, and collected 
from Lewiston, Niagara Falls, Youngstown, and other places in the vicinity to the 
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Bumber of forty or fifty, some of them armed, exhibiting, and expressing the utmost 
rage and vindictiveness towards the convention, on account of tne purpose of their 
meeting. They heaped eveiy epithet of insult and reproach upon tnose quiet men, 
who had come from a great distance with no other purpose than the lawful investi- 
gation of an outrage against the laws. They came rudely into the room where 
uey met, and after insultingly taking the light, and looking around into the 
faces of those who were there, extinguished it and left them in darkness. Their 
object, evidentiy was, to provoke the members of the convention to violence and 
resistance, and thus to brmg on a general affray, which must have terminated in 
bloodshed. So disgraceful a result was only prevented by the moderation of the 
convention. A general conference was had between the two parties, when the dis* 
trict attorney of Niagara county, a royal arch mason, reproached them for comins 
into his county to investigate a crime which they could look after themselves, and 
lavished upon them the most vituperative language and vindictive abuse. It is 
almost needless to say, that the convention were not deterred by this violent conduct 
from pursuing their inquiries. 

Soon after the conviction of Chesebro and others, at Canandaigua, and while the 
Lewiston convention were holding their meeting, Burrage Smith and John Whitney, 
of Rochester, privately left their places of residence. One of the Rochester committee, 
»oon after, saw Burrage Smith in Albany, and informed Bowen Whiting, Esq. district 
attorney of Ontario county, who was aLso there, of the fact. Mr. Whiting applied to 
John O. Gole, police justice of Albany, and an officer of the grand chapter of the state, 
for a warrant to arrest Smi^h for the conspiracy. The magistrate made out the warrant 
early in the morning of the 2d of February, 1827, and retained it, to place it in the 
hands of an officer for service. Though a constable came into his office soon after 
the warrant was made out, and was there again more than once in the forenoon, yet 
the warrant was not put into a constable's hands until the middle of the afternoon. 
The constable went immediately to the public house where he was directed to serve it, 
and was told by the bar-keeper, that he had a warrant for Smith, but that he was 
too late ; Smitn had escaped. It was soon afterwards ascertained, that Smith and 
Whitney had both fled from the northern parts of the United States, and that money 
had been furnished to one of them from tne funds of the grand chapter, to enable 
them to flee from their homes, as fugitives from justice. 

In December, after the abduction. Colonel William King, left the state of New 
York, and procured the appointment of sutier at Cantonment Towson in the territory 
of Arkansas, whither he removed. In December, 1827, Messrs. Garlinghouse, 
Hates and Mead, received requisitions from the governor of the state of New York, 
addressed to the governors of Louisiana and Arkansas, for the surrender of William 
Kin;;, charged with the murder, and Burrage Smith and John Whitney, charged 
with the abduction of Willian^ Morgan, as fugitives from justice. They went to Ar- 
kansas, and obtained the necessary papers from Governor Izard, and proceeded to 
Cantonment Towson, which they reached, February 14, 1828. 

Mr. Garlinghouse went alone, and privately presented his papers to Captain R. B. 
Hyde, the commandant at the station, while his companions remained without the 
fort. He exhibited the order of the governor,— a letter from the adjutant general 
UEder the direction of the secretary of war, and a letter from Colonel Arbuckle, 
commanding officer at Cantonment Gibson, and requested Captain Hyde, to give 
assiitance in the arrest of William King, then sutier at the station. He refused to 
assist, or afford assistance, and refused to furnish a guard for his removal, but said 
he would send for Lieutenant Colquhon to accompany him to King's store. He 
went Cut for that purpose, and was absent a short time. Soon after his return, a 
report was brought in that Lieutenant Colquhon could not be found. Another 
officer was then sent for, with whom Garlinghouse went to King's store, but found 
he had gone away with Lieutenant Colquhon, and after diligent search he could not 
be found. Clark Sanders states, that Captain Hyde had a conversation with Lieu- 
tenant Colquhon in his short absence to find a messenger to send for him, and that 
Lieutenant Colquhon stated to Mr. Bates, that he informed King that some one was 
in pursuit of him, and went with him into the woods, when he, (the Lieutenant,) 
came back and ascertained that King was to be arrested for the murder of William 
Morgan, atfd then directed King's clerk, to take his (King's) horse, into the woods, 
which he did, and King rode off. It is understood that Captain Hyde, and Lieu- 
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tenant Colquhon were masons. King was not arrested, neither were Smith or 
Whitney, though they were heard of frequen%. 

Preparations were made in the winter of 1827, by the Batavia committee, to pro- 
cure tne arrest of Richard Howard, of Buffalo, for a supposed agency in setting fire 
to Colonel Miller's office. He, however,' fled before he was arrested, and from 
the affidavit of John Mann, taken in February of that year, there is reason to believe 
that he feared punishment for a higher crime than even midnight arson. From ano- 
ther affidavit made by Avery Allen, in March, 1829, it would appear that this Richard 
Howard came to the city of New York, in February, or March, 1827, and attended 
a masonic meeting at St. John's Hall, in that city, where he confessed in open lodge, 
that he assisted in putting Morgan to death, and that he was furnished with funds 
by the knight's companions, then present, to escape to Europe, and that after being 
secreted from pursmt by members of the fraternity, he did escape; certain it is, that 
no information has been received of this Howard since he absconded, and that the 
officers of justice have not been able to penetrate the veil of secrecy which concealed 
his ffight. 

One great difficulty that has been met with in the prosecution of the conspirators, 
is that of procuring we attendance of masonic witnesses. Witnesses who still be- 
longed to the institution, were reluctant in their attendance at court, and frequently 
refused to obey the ordinary process of subpoena or evaded its service. This was so 
often the case, that it was frequently necessary to procure their arrest long before 
the courts, at which their attendance was wanted, should sit, and place them under 
heavy bonds to ensure their attendance. Thb unusual course was necessarily 
adopted in several instances, when the inefficacy of the ordinary process had been 
maae most abundanUy manifest. Difficulties never encountered in any other pro- 
secution were here encountered at every court, and at every step. Witnesses 
have been secreted and sent off without the jurisdiction of the courts, and remained 
concealed for many months before any information could be obtained respecting them. 
These occurrences were so frequent, and of such a character as to forbid the belief 
that they were the result of individual effort alone. They evinced that extended 
combination, which almost irresistibly pres^ upon the mind the conviction, 
that they were the result of the secret and mystic agency of freemasonry, which 
alone from its peculiar organization possesses the means of such extensive and 
secret concert. Some facts under this head may illustrate this branch of the subject. 
In the summer of 1827, Elisha Adams, the same man to whom Giddins transferred 
the keys of the magazine, was served with a subpoena to attend a court at Canan- 
daigua. He started, in obedience to the process, and came as far as Rochester. 
From this place all trace of him was lost. He had disappeared, and was not heard 
of for months, though the most diligent inquiries were made respecting him, and 
even public inquiries in the newspapNers were made for him througnout the country. 
In the spring of 1828, it was ascertained that he was residing in a secluded manner 
in the northern part of Vermont. Measures were taken for his arrest with such 
secrecy and despatch, that he was api>rehended about 3 o'clock in the morning, 
and before he could be advised that his place of residence had become known. 
He expressed no surprise at his arrest, but said that he did expect to have been 
informed before any prociess could be served upon him. In the course of his journey 
to Rochester, he conversed freely and fully with the agent having him in charge, 
Hnd frequently avowed his determination to make a clean breast of it," when 
called upon as a witness, by telling the truth. As it was known that he was a reluc- 
tant agent of the conspirators, confidence was placed in his promises in this particu- 
lar. He continued in this frame of mind until he arrived at Rochester, where he was 
at once surrounded by the counsel for the conspirators, and the guilty ro^al arch com- 
panions of that place, who soon succeeded in establishing their mystenous influence 
over his conscience, aiid subjecting him to that obligation of their peculiar code, which 
under the most fearfrd penalties enjoins the keeping of a companion's secret in all 
cases, murder and treason not excepted." After ms interview with these men, he 
manifested a determination not to testify, and from his declarations to an old friend, 
we are led to believe that he was deterred from telling the truth by threats of a fate 
as horrible as was that of Morgan. 

Orson Parkhurst, the person who drove Piatt's carriage, containing Morgan, from 
Rochester westward, as soon as the outrages became a matter of public mvestiga- 
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lioii, was foaad to be absents No trace of him coald be Ibund, and attempts wem 
made to mislead the committees, by frepresenling that he had gone to Michigan, and 
other places, widely different from 'the place of his actual concealment. The most 
diligent inquiries were made respecting him for months, and even years, and all 
hopes of penetrating the concealment which screened him, were nearly abandoned, 
when his place of residence was discovered, in August, 1829. Prompt, efficient, and 
secret measures were immediately taken, to secure his attendance as a witness, and 
he was unexpectedly arrested in the eastern part of Vermont. He had supposed that 
all danger oi finding him had passed ; and he was living in the fancied security, that 
if any danger i>f this kind threatened him, he should receive timely information. He 
was regularly advised by his Rochester brethren of ail that transpired ; and twice 
during his absence, George Ketchum, a pensioned agent of the fraternity, had visited 
him. Twice, also, had he left his place of residence, and at each time, spent some 
months hiding in another state. He was brought as far as Albany; in ^e mean 
time, the fraternity at Rochester had become suspicious of the true state of the case, 
and sent on to Albany, that he must, at all events, be abstracted from the person 
having him in charge. Possessed of ihese instructions, agents were employed to 
keep a vigilant watch; and when he left Albany, in charge of the agent of the state, 
he was followed by an agent of the fraternity. He was thus pursued westward, 
nearly two hundred miles. At Montezuma, an unknown person came on board the 
canal boat in which Parkhurst was, just at n^ht. He did not give his name, and 
no one knew him. That night, the unknown individual and Parkhurst escaped from 
the boat, and no tidings havo been heard of him since. Parkhurst was himself a 
mason, and if he had testified to the truth, would have been a most important wit- 
ness. It is believed, that his testimony would have disclosed the agency of several 
persons in Rochester in the conspiracy, i^ainst whom no proof had hitherto been 
found. They had therefore a deep stake in his absence. 

The driver of the stage west, on the moiming when Morgan was carried through 
Rochester, might, by jus testimony, have thrown some light upon the subject. He 
also left the place, and when at length it was ascertained, in August, 1829, where he 
was, measures were taken to secure Iris attendance as a' witness. Although these 
measures were taken with every precaution of secrecy, yet, by some unaccountable 
means, he became informed of them, and fled just bemre the officer arrived to arrest 
him ; and the information that might have been derived from his testimony was 
entirely- lost. 

Isaac Farwell was present at Solomon C. Wright's, on the evening of the Idth of 
September, when the party was there with Morgan; and as they remained at that 
place several hours, and procured an accession to the number of the conspirators, 
nis testimony was exceedingly important. He, however, with the assistance of mem- 
bers of the masonic fraternity, so skilfully avoided the process that was issued to 
compel his attendance, that the public prosecutor only succeeded once in getting him 
before a grand jury. After that, he forfeited the bonds which he had ^ven for his 
appearance to testify on trial; and not all the constant exertions of vigilant officers 
were sufficient to discover him again. For many months, he was secretly flying from 
county to county, and as the approach of courts rendered new exertions to secure 
him probable, hiding in Canada, without the jurisdiction of state process. Just pre- 
vious to the last special circuit, held in Niagara county, die prosecuting officer of that 
county ascertained that he had passed through Lockport but a sh<m time previous, 
and supposing that it was his intention to visit Iris family, who reuded tinree miles from 
that place, he sent an officer there to secure him. Farwell did not visit his family, 
though he had not seen them for many months. It was subsequently ascertained, 
that he had been informed of the hazard to which he exposed some of the fraternity, 
by an appearance so open, and that he was taken by tile wife of Solomon C. Wright, 
and smuggled off to Canada the same night, without even being permitted to visit 
his own house, or to infor^i his wife that he was^n that vieinit^. These are not the 
only instances of witnesses absconding or being secreted, but if all were to be enn-' 
merated, the detail would be found to be too tedious. There are circumstances ex- 
isting in relation to some of them, which leave the irresistible presumption upon the 
mind that they were hired, at a heavy expense, to leave their houses and their busi^ 
ness, in order that their testimony might not place the reputation, the liberty, and 
the lives of some members of the fraternity at hazard. 
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Edward Giddins was told, if he would leave the comitary to lave hag frie&ds, aay 
amount of money which he should demand was ready for him, and had heen far- 
nished for the express purpose. An extravagant sum was also offered for his pr^- 
perty, if he would go, by a mason, who said he was authorized to make the pnrehaset 
and that the money had been furnished by ihe grand lodge for the purpose. 

The conduct of masonic witnesses on the staiM, after their attendance had been se« 
cured, is alsQ worthy of a few remarks. With very few exceptions, they mamfested an 
evident reluctance to testify. In some other cases, thej, testified with obvious and pal- 
pable fabehood. Some of them exercised a species of casuistry, in relation to 
their judicial oath, which is not a little remarkable. It seems that those implicated 
had argued themselves into the belief, that there was no greater sin than the break- 
ing of a masonic oath ; that if they told the truth in relation to the outraee, they 
should divulge a secret which they were masonicidly bound- to keep, which would 
criminate diemselves ; and that, therefore, their only course was to testify that " they 
knew nothing about the affair^*'. Strange as isahe infatuation mani^ted by this 
reasoning,, there was not wanting a counsellor of the supreme court, a royal arch 
mason, to advise them, that if they were implicated in the affair, they might safely 
swear, that they knew nothing about it," instead of protecting themselves from 
answering at all, on the ground that it would criminate themselves. Certain it is, 
that many witnesses, to whom circumstances almost unerringly pointed, as having 
a knowledge of, or being implicated in, some portion of the transaction, did come \ 
forward, and solemnly make oath, that they knew nothing abopt ihb affair.*' Some 
others, who did pretend to give an account of their knowledge of the transaction^ 
testified in such a way, as to leave an impression upon the mind of every auditor, 
that they had not satisfied that part of their judicial oath, which required them to 
tell the whole truth. No man, who heard the testimony of Hiram Hubbard, Ezra 
Piatt, Solomon C. Wright, and some others, could believe for a moment, even from 
their own statements, that they had disclosed all they knew of the affair. The evi- 
dence that was extracted from witnesses of this character, was absolutely wrung 
from them, so reluctant did they appear to disclose. Witnesses, in several instances, . 
came into court with their own counsel, a circumstance unheard of in courts of jus- 
tice before, to advise with them what questions they were legally bound to answer. 
They would frequently refuse decidedly to answer a question, even after its propriety 
had been argued by their own counsel, and decided by the court, and continue in 
Buch contumacious conduct until the order was made out for their commitment, and 
then their firmness would give way, and a reluctant answer would be forced from 
them. Some of them, of more determination of purpose, or having more important 
secrets to conceal, stood out in then* refusal to answer until the last. In March, 
1829, Isaac Allen refused to answer a question, before the grand jury of Monroe 
county ; the jury reported him to the court, which determined, after solemn argument, 
thut the witness could not protect himself from answering the question. He, how- 
ever, still refused, and was committed for the contempt. In June, 1829, Eli Bruce 
was taken before the grand jury of Genesee county, on a habeas corpus, as a wit- 
ness, and he refused to be sworn. At a special circuit, held in June last, at Lockport, 
ta Niagara county, Orsamus Turner was called as a witness, on the trial of Ezekiel 
Jewett, the keeper of fort Niagara at the time of Morgan's confinement there. The 
three following questions were successively ^ut to Turner, as a witness ; Was the 
defendant one of the persons consulted with, in relation to separating Morgan from 
his friends £(t Batavia, as a means of suppressing the contemplated publication of a 
book concerning the secret of freemasonry ?" ^* Do you know that the defendant, 
Ezekiel Jewett, was applied to for a place, in or about fort Niaeara, for the purpose 
of confining William Morgan ?" ** Was you ever present when the subject of pre- 
paring a place at fort Niagara, or at any other place within the county of Niagara, 
ibr the confinement of Morgan, was discussed in presence of defendant ?" He suc- 
cessively refused to answer these questions ; and he was sentenced, for this contuma- 
cious conduct, for the first contempt, to thirty days imprisonment, and $250 fine, and 
for the two last, to thirty days imprisonment, for each contempt. 

On the same trial, Eli Bruce and John Whitney, were called as witnesses, and 
saccessively refused to be sworn. Bruce was sentenced to thirty days imprisonment, 
for this contempt; and Whitney to the like imprisonment, and also to pay a fine of 
.$250. These individuals, are all liable under the laws of the state of New York, 
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to be further punished for their contempts, after conviction upon an indictment, by 
imprisonment for one year each, and by a fine of $250. It is evident that no slight 
cause could have induced them to take this course, and subject themselves to such 
punishment. All of these witnesses had been tried for the conspiracy, and could 
not, therefore, be called in question again for that offence. No other individuals I 
could be indicted thereafter, for any lesser offence than murder, as the statute of i 
limitations had then barred prosecutions for any other offences connected with the i 
Morgan outrage. It would seem as if the fraternity had set down, and coolly counted < 
the cost of the matter; and had come to the determination, that it was wise to shut ' 
the door completely against the bare chance of establishing the murder of Morgan, ' 
by any facts or inferences to be derived from their testimony, even though it should 
be done at the expense of the liberty and property of some of its members. In these ^ 
instances, the power of the fraternity came into collision with the laws of the land ^ 
in a most marked manner, and set them, and their penal requirements at defiance, < 
and prevailed in the conflict. The laws were seen to be impotent against a power ' 
so secret, so murderous, and so overwhelming. 

Public officers, who owned the power of the masonic obligations, have been found ^ 
wanting in their duty, as officers, m relation to prosecutions connected with this out- ' 
rage. One honourable exception, however, exists, in the case of Bowen Whiting, J 
Esq. district attorney of Ontario county, who, though a freemason, has fearlessly, ] 
honestiy, and effectively, discharged hb public duties, and given his best exertions 
with considerable success, to bring the offenders to punishment. With this excep- ^ 
tion, no assistance whatever has been given during the whole course of the investiga- 
tion, by any adhering member of the masonic fraternity, in aid of the purposes of ^ 
justice ; on the contrary, individual masons, not particularly implicated in the trans- ^ 
action, have interposed every obstacle in their power, to prevent the developement ^ 
of truth. Indeed it was apparent to every one, that freemasons, both collectively ' 
and individually, were decidedly opposed to any investigation of the outrages, and 
determined to suppress inquiry,, if any effort of theirs could suppress it. Purses have 
been liberally opened, exertions have been freely given, to prevent convictions, to ' 
enable offenders to elude justice, and to aid in the removal and concealnient of ^ 
important witnesses. Though several of the conspirators have been convicted by an ^ 
impartial jury of their country, and some of them have even confessed their guilt, ^ 
yet not a single one of them has been subjected to even a masonic censure. On ^ 
the contrary, most of the conspirators have received the marked countenance and sup- ^ 
port of the order, been protected by its funds, and shared largely in its sympathies ^ 
and in its patronage ; and even some of them, after their agency in the conspiracy, ^ 
had been generally known, and publicly proven, have been raised to a still higher 
rank in the honours of the institution, ad a reward, avowed in the case of Eli Bruce, ^ 
for the very acts which should have consigned them to infamy and punishment. ^ 
The severitv of their punishment has been alleviated in every possible manner, by ' 
the sympathy, encouragement, and countenance of their masomc brethren ; and the ^ 
disgrace which usually attends a criminal conviction, has been in a measure averted, * 
by cheering the unfortunate men upon whom it presses, with the idea that it was a mar- ^ 
tyrdom in the cause of heaven descended freemasonry. Indeed there have not been ' 
wanting public papers, which have dared, in the face of abundant proof, to say, that ^ 
convicted conspirators were honest, upright, innocent, and persecuted men. The [ 
Rochester Craftsman, established in the winter of 1829, for the purpose of defending ^ 
freemasonry, and endorsed by men otherwise honourable and respected, grossly 
libelled the court, jury and counsel, by whom Eli Bruce and John Whitney were con- ' 
victed, and boldly asserted that they were honest and innocent men, who had fallen - 
victims to the prejudices of the times. For this libel, its editor was convicted and ' 
punished; but he set at defiance the laws, and still persisted in the charges for which ' 
ne had been brought to justice. John Whitney, after he had returned from the 
Southern states, where he had been hiding from justice for many months, was taken [ 
Under the patronage of the fraternity, courted, cheered and sustained by them, and ' 
placed in the way of a lucrative and profitable business. After his release from the ' 
imprisonment to which he was consigned by the laws of his country, he was received ' 
at his home with open arms, by the fraternity, and cheered and sustained by their ' 
countenance, support and patronage. Orsamus Turner, who was confined in the * 
jail of Niagara county, for contumaciously refusing to answer proper and legal ques - 
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donsy was lauded in the Craftsman, and other kindred prints, as a miracle of con- 
stancy and firmness ; and when the period of his imprisonment had expired, he was 
conducted from the jail to a public tavern, in a coach and four, with enthusiastic 
demonstrati<)hs of respect by tne fraternity, 

Facts of such a nature exist, as to induce the belief that the fraternity have, by 
means of the agents of their societies, furnished funds to support individuals convicted 
of an offence against the laws, to aid those indicted, and m one instance, to enable 
a suspected member to escape from the punishment of the laws of his own state* 
Some of those individuals who were first convicted and imprisoned for their partici- 
pation in these outrages, were, at the time of their imprisonment, known to be in 
embarrassed circumstances, yet, one of these individuals at least, found means to 
carry on his business while confined in jail, and at the expiration of his period of 
confinement, was found to be in better circumstances than at the commencement of 
his imprisonment. It has been stated, too, by Jarvis F. Hanks, a renouncing mason^ 
that the Jerusalem chapter, of the city of New York, voted $500 for the benefit of 
the western sufferers," the mystic name by which those members who were suffer- 
ing under prosecution, were generally known by the fraternity. ■ It has also been 
stated, under such circumstances as to induce a belief of its truth, that the grand 
chapter of the state of New York, at its annual communication, in February, 1827, 
by a vote of that body, placed at the disposal of their grand scribe, a considerable sum 
of money. Whether this was done by a vote to increase the charity fund," or 
more expressly for the assistance of the " western sufferers," we have not the infor- 
mation to enable us to determine. It is believed that it was understood by every 
member of the grand chapter then present, that the funds so appropriated were for 
the purpose of assuting in the defence and the support of the conspirators in the 
Morgan outrage. It is also understood, that the officer under whose control such 
funds were placed, expended them for the objects and purposes for which they were 
appropriated, and made a report at a subsequent communication of the said grand 
cnapter, that he had so expended them. A portion of this money is understood to 
have been employed in re-imbursin^ the expenses which individual members had 
before sustained in the same great ol^ect ; a portion was paid to some of the conspi- 
rators, who had become fugitives from their homes and country, for fear of punish- 
ment; and a portion was paid for the support of individuals who had been con- 
victed of a violation of the laws of the land. It has been stated, too, that further 
sums have been appropriated by the same grand chapter, for similar objects ; but the 
very organization of tne grand chapter, bound, as its members are, to secrecy, by 
oaths of surpassing strength, and guarded, as its sessions are, by naked weapons, 
would naturally prevent mil evidence of its transactions from coming to the know- 
ledge of those not admitted within its guarded walb. The guilty secrets of this 
mystic body, would hardly pass lips sealed by dreadful oaths, or portals guarded by 
drawn swords. There is not, therefore, all that precision in relation to those facts 
which would be desirable ; yet it is known from tne statement of the officers of the 
prand chapter themselves, that the expenditures of that body have been greatly 
increased within the last three years, so much so as to encroach greatly upon the 
principal of their means. There is reason, also, to believe, that the legislative and 
executive councils of the state of New York have not been uncontaminated by ma- 
sonic influence, and that there persons have been lent to throw embarrassment in 
the way of the conviction of offenders against the laws. 

In the winter of 1827, a memorial was presented to the legislature of that state, 
setting forth the facts of Morgan's abduction and murder, and the difficulties which 
stood in the way of bringing the perpetrators of that crime to justice, and jprayine 
that a committee might be appointed to strengthen the arm of the law. Though 
the chairman of the committee to whom this memorial was referred, reported m 
favour of the prayer of the petitioners, yet this report hardly received a decent con- 
sideration, and was thrown indignantly among the papers which were considered 
unworthy of legislative interference. In 1890, a convention representing the anti- 
masonic interest of the state of New York, presented a memorial to the legislature 
of that state, praying the appointment of a committee, with power to send for persons 
and papers, to inquire whether the grand chapter of that state had interfered in tha 
admmistration of justice, or aided, countenanced, or protected the violators of the 
laws. Though this memorial preferred heavy charges against the grand chapter, the 
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falsehood of which, if hiae they were, might have heen disfHroTed, by granting the 
reference asked, yet the legislature chose to refer it to the attorney graeral, who 
possessed no one of the powers necessarr to a full and fair investigation of the sub- 
ject. In the winter of 1829, John C. Spencer, Esq. was appointed by the execu- 
tive of the state of New York, special counsel to conduct the prosecutions in relation 
to the Morgan outrages. He was a fearless, efficient, faithful and industrious officer, 
and entered with honesty, zeal, and energy upon the duties of his appointment. He 
prosecuted these duties for one year, and made his report to the executive disdosing 
the results of his investigations. Mr. Spencer was treated in such a manner by the 
authorities of the state, as to furnish convincing proof, that, in their estimation, he 
had been too faithful in the discharge of his duties. His confidential communicatioBs 
to the executive in relation to the means to be used m proving the crime of murder, 
wero divulged through the agency of his masonic advisers, as b understood, to the 
counsel of some of the individuals impHcaled in the outrage. 

These are all the facts which your committee have had time to arrange in relation 
to the conduct and measuros of masons to prevent a conviction of their fellow 
masons of the crime of the abduction and muraer of WiUian^ Morgan, but they are 
by no means, all that exist in relation to that subject. If they were all to be noted 
down, this report would swell to an inconvenient and perhaps unnecessary length. 
There are a tnousand circumstances which have been noted by those who reside on 
the theatre of the outrage, which though minute and trifling in diemselves, and 
which are, therefore, almost impossible to b« communicated to others, yet have 
contributed to produce an impression, that the fraternity, both collectively and indi- 
vidually, have been strongly opposed to any inyestigation of these high handed 
offences against the laws. The taunts, the sneers, and the ridicule of some, and the 
vindictiveness, the maKgnity, and the threats of others, have gone into the account, 
to create a belief that the fraternity generally, with very few excepti<uis, have done 
all in their power to avert punishment from the beads of their offending brethren. 
Your committee submit this report of facts without a sincle comment, and will feel 
satisfied if any man, or number of men^will be induced by it, to inquire into thd 
nature of an institution whose principles your committee believe, authorized the 
commission of an outrage upon the liberty and life of a fellow citizen, and prompted 
its members to use every effort to avert the just intervention of the laws from the 
heads of the offenders. 
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Afr. Ward, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported asfoUom : 

The Committee appointed to inquire when, where, and for what purpose free- 
masonry was first instituted 7 What his been its progress 7 Where has it ftomished 
most 7 And what is now the probable number of the fraternity 7 

Respectfully report, 

When and where freemasonry originated. 

The origin of an earthly thing, does not always determine its character : but when 
the pride of birth, and the boast of an illustrious ancestry are assumed by a foundling, 
the assumption affects the character of the bantling, and proves it to be destitute both 
of virtue and truth. 

Freemasonry originated in England. 

Elias Ashmole, the last of the Rosicrucians and Alchymists, was admitted to the 
freedom of the operative masons* company, in London, A.D. 1646, and died, 1692. (a) 

Robert Plot, LL.D. AshmoWs librarian, speaks in his Natural History of Stafford- 
shire, *' of a custom of admitting men into the society of freemasons also, " of a parch- 
imnt volume, containing the history and rules of the craft of masonry and, also, of 
their secrets, " that none know but themselves, which I have reason to suspect," he says, 
" are, perhaps, as bad as this mystery of the craft itself, than which there is nothing I 
ever met with more false and incoherent," (b) 

PloVs Natural History of Staffordshire, written and published between 1666, and 
1696, we have not been able to obtain ; but should the above extracts from a masonic 
book, prove to be correct, it contains the earliest printed mention of masonic secrets 
within our knowledge. Neither Shakespeare nor Butler make any allusion to free- 
masonry ; the writers neither of romance nor of song, name it in any work of the 17tb^ 
century, with which we are acquainted ; nor Milton, nor Dryden, nor Addison. 

Freemasonry left its embryo state, in the Apple-tree Tavern, Charles-street, 
Covent Garden, London, and there assumed a regular form, on the 24th day of June, 
A. D. 1717, when the brethren of " the only four lodges in the south of England," 
elected Mr. Anthony Sayer, by a majority of hands, first grand master of masons, (c) 
This grand lodge claims the acknowledgment of its supremacy, by the whole body 
of the fraternity throughout the earth, (d). To this same grand lod^e, and to those 
which have sprung up at York, Kilwinning, and Edinburgh, in imitation of it, wo 
are able, by the help of masonic writers, to trace every particle of freemasonry now 
scattered over the four quarters of the earth, (e^ The name, Franche-maconerie, on 
the continent of Europe, preserves the idiom of tne English language, at the expense 
of a gross violation of propriety in French, (f ) And final! v, the grand lodge of Eng- 
land by treaty with the grand lodge of Germany, dated Berlin, October 20, and 
London, November 30, 1773, confirmed to the several granT) masters of different 
German states, the rights already granted, and bestowed all the remaining states 
upon the aforesaid grand lodge of Germany in consideration of £25 sterHug, to be 
paid annually, (g) 

For WHAT PURPOSE WAS FREEHCASONRT INSTITUTED ? 

Freemasonry was instituted to dupe the simple for the benefit of the crafty. The 



(a) Bio. Brit. • 

(b) Freemason's Pocket Companion, p. 192. 

(c) Anderson's Constitutions, 2d. Ed. p. 109. Preston, Richard's Ed. p. 167. Smith, Law- 
n«, Scottf and others. 

(d) See the Latin inscription on plate pat beneath the corner stone ofF^'Aemason's liaU, "Loa, 
don, A.D. 1775, as recorded by Preston, p. 310. Smith, p. 83. 

(e) Anderson, Scott, Smith, Preston, Robison, and others. 

(f) Essais sur la Franche-masonerie. Par J. L. Laurens. 

(g) See the treaty in Smithes octavo of Masonry, p. 188. 
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object it has steadily punned, until its membera have attained to mitres and crowiu 
of masonry; and also to a political influence corresponding with their claims to 
imperisd power. 
What has beev its progress ? 

John Montague, duke of Montague, was chosen first noble grand master of ma- 
sons, A. D. 1721. (a) Anderson's Constitutions of Masonry,^* the firBtprinted 
document of the fraternity, appeared A. D. 1723. (a) Thus nearly 300 yean 
elapsed from the discovery of tne art of printing, before this self styled most anciaU 
and honourable fraiemity added one work to the uterature of the world. About this 
time, both Pope (b) and Swift (c) name freemasonry in terms of unqualified contempt 
In 1726, provincial grand masters were first appointed, by whom freemasonry was 
carried to the different counties of England, to North and South Wales, and to 
Gibraltar; and so around the globe, (d) October 13th, 1730, it was disclosed, pub- 
Ibhed, and sworn to, by Samuel Prichard, (e) an irreproachable citizen of Lon- 
don, (f) It was first planted in America, at Boston, A* D. 1733; at Charleston, S. 
C. and at Cape Coast, in Africa, and in the grand lodee of Scotland, A. D. 1736. (g) 
It was proscribed in 1735, by the republic of Holland, (h) where it had been intro- 
duced by the Earl of Chesterfield, (i) in 1728. It was j>roscribed in France, 1737; 
in Italy, and by the Pope, 1738 ; and in the republic of Switzerland, in 1745. (k) 

The masons of Lyons, in France, partizans of Andrew Michael Ramsay, invented 
the order otkadosck templar (1) A. D. 1743; hence sprung the elect of nine, of fifteen^ 
perfect masons, et cetera. In 1747, Ch. Ed. Stuart, son of the Pretender, received 
many favours of the masons at Arras, in France, and in return, ^ave them a warrant 
for holding a chapter, and called it the Scotch JacoHte. (m) This chapter was after- 
wards removed to Paris, with the name of chapitre d^ Arras, and is the germ of royal 
arch masonry, which now modestly dates from the time of Zerubbabd. 

Freemasonry of three degrees, was thus disseminated over the. civilized world; 
and the decrees of perfection were commenced previous to the middle of the last 
century. To trace the progress of the mystery in all countries, and in all its different 
rites, is needless. The origin of the Scotch Lodge, of France, is found in La men 
loge de St. Jean d*Ecosse, mstituted at Marseilles, A. D. 1751. Hence sprang the 
Scotch masonry of Mexico, and of the world. In 1754, the ChevaUer de BonnevUk 
^hstituted a chapter of the high degrees, from which the G^erman Baron, Hund, took 
the rite called strict observance. Martinez Pascalis invented the order of elect priuts, 
from which sprang the Martinists of the French Revolution. In 1756, the grand 
lodge of France" first took ite name, having previoinsly styled itself, **the grand 
English Lodge of France." Precis Hist. vol. 1, p. 37. 

In 1758, at Paris, was established the first Cowfeil of Emperort of the East and 
West, Sovereign Princes^ Freemasons ! Among the founders of this dynasty, we find 
the names of Lacome le maitre de danse, and Pirlet, le tailleur d^hahits: in plain Eng- 
lish, a dancinj^ master and a tailor. 

The sovereigns, by their warrant, dated August 27, 1761, sent sublime and per- 
fect masonry to the new world, by the hand of Stephen Morin, a Jew; Morin 
planted it in the West Indies ; and a council at Kingston, in Jamaica, gave it to 
Henry Andrew Pranken. Franken, by a patent, dated 6 December, 1778, gave it 
to Jnoses Michael Hayes, a Jew, afterwards grand master of Massachusetts ; Hayes 



{b) Pope*8 Letters. Vol. 2d. 

(c) A Letter from the grand mistress of female freemasons, to Geo. Faalkner, printer. 
Swift's Works. Vol. 12, p. SSL 

(d) Scott, Preston, and Anderson. 

C e) Masonry Dissected. By Samuel Prichard. 
(0 Anderson's Confttitntbns. 2d Ed. 

(e) Anderson, Scott, Smith, and Preston, 
(h) Smith, p. 193. 

h) Anderson's Constitutions, p. 112, and 139, oonnected with Lord Chesterfield'iB embasqr 
to Hague, and the Current History of Masonry, 
(k) Smith, Scott, and Lawrie. 

(1) Robison. New York Ed. p. 44. Precis Histonqne. Vol. 1. p. 38. 
(m) Precis Histonqne, and Espnt Da Dogma, p. 163 




35J ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRT. 3 

gave it to SpUzer^ of Charleston, S. C. and there the heirs of Laeome and Pirlet now 
sway the sceptre of freemasonry, under the edettial canopy of the zenifA," over 
both hemispheres.'' (a) 

WmSRE FREEMASONRT HAS FLOURISHED MOST. 

Russia* Spain, Portugal, Naples, and Rome, make freemasonry a capital offence* 
There is no crime in the mummery to die for under the gallows ; the offence lies in 
the political use made of freemasporv, dangerous to all governments. The sove« 
reigns of France, England, Prussia, Netherlands, Sweden, and Brazil, take the fra- 
ternity under the royal guardianship. This is not because their majesties love the 
hrce of the lodge-room, but they fear its political tendency. 

Great Britain has pursued both the restrictive and the protective course at the 
same time. While the late king was heir apparent to the throne, he was made grand 
master of masons ; and the paruameut forbade the increase of the number of lodges 
in the three kingdoms ; and also forbade the adoption of any degrees, except only the 
6r^t three in masonry. The statute bears date 39th year of George III. jsind is now 
in force. 

The only countries in which freemasonry flourishes, neither forbidden nor restrained, 
are the republics of North America. Here the growth is without a parallel ; (except 
in France, during the last years of Louis XVI.) a growth honourable to the freedomt 
but dangerous to the stabiUty of our public institutions* 

CONCLUSION. 

Oat of the earth a fabric huge 

Rose like an exhalation, with the soond 
Of dulcet sjrmphonies, and voices sweet, 
Bailt like a temple.''— JMt&tiii^s description ef Pandbmokium. 

The comer stone was laid at London, on mechanics' holiday, A. D. 1717; thirty 
to forty stories have since been erected, and some towers have been raised to tM 
fearful height of ninety, and even one hundred and twen^ ^^^SJS^ * ^® walls are 
living men of all Christendom, to the number of a million, 100,000 of whom are in 
this countrv, bound together by ties upon their fame, their life, and the future salva- 
tion of their souls. It has a ritual, an altar, a priesthood, and worshippers. It is an 
unhallowed temple, whose votaries are admitted, in attu^ for a gallows. It has a 
government, and laws, an empnre,*and crowned heads, and a book of constitutions 
and a sword. It is the temple of tyrannjr, wherei. young men swear fealty to an un- 
known prince. It is a refuge of lies ; neither ^truth, nor righteousness, nor patriotism 
will suffer it longer to defile the earth. 



(a) Precii His. Dalcho's Orations and others. For Fraoken's commission to Hayes, see the 
Providence Free Press, Vol. I. No. 8. 
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Mr. Oliver^ frtm the Committee next hereafter mentwnedf made a Report as foUom : 

The Committee appointed by the United States Anti-Masonic Convention, to 
examine into the character of freemasonry, and to inquire how far its pretensions 
have been supported by facts, respectfully submit the following Report : 

Before entering upon the duties of their appointment, your Committee were fully 
aware that this subject would require a more elaborate discussion, than the limited 
time of the sitting of this Convention would afford ; they have, therefore, thought j 
proper to present no more than a brief outline of the most prominent pretensions and j 
practices of freemasonry, as they are now exposed to the world. ' 

If we allow its own standard authors the privilege of answering for the institution, 
**it claims to be an association of divine 4^gin, emanating from, and communicated 
by the Deity himself to Adam, and through Kim to Enoch, Methuselah, and Noah, 
and ^us to the. succeeding ages of the world, to Solomon, and the Prophets and 
Apostles, down to the sovereign pontiffs, princes, and potentates of the earth ; and 
to all the subsequentiy initiated members of their mysticfd order* to the present 
day." 

But when we consult the pa^es of ancient history, both sacred and profane, there | 
is not the least trace or allusion to any such organized socieW, anterior to the 
eighteenth centunr; at which period, viz. anno domiui, 171/, modern history 
informs us that this fratemi^ held their first meeting in the city of London ; and 
subsequentiy, in the year 1723, they published their first hook of constitutions. Con- 1 
sequentiy all its pretensions to an ancient origin, are founded on mere tradition, 
which, of all evidence, is the most vague and inconclusive. As a proof of this asser- 
tion, we appeal to the sacred hbtory ; and by a comparison of events with their re- 
spective dates, we find the masonic traditions confounding and blending distinct and 
separate periods of time, comprising an interval of several hundred years, and quoting ! 
' he sayings of some of the inspired writers long before they had an existence ! Nu- 
merous instances of perverting the sacred text might be cited ; but for the sake of 
brevitv, we shall name but few to show the fact. In the ceremony of the mark mas- 
ters* degree in masonry, the candidate is instructed respecting the curious white key 
sioney prepared by Hiram Abiff, and the passage from the Apocalypse is made to 
apply to this circumstance, as a promised reward to tiie faithful masonic brethren. 

To him that overcometb will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him 
a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving him 
that receiveth it and the lecture continues, representing this key stone, covered with 
hieroglyphics, as the very stone alluded to in Holy Writ ! ! Again, in the royal arch 
degree, the same language of inspiration is made to apply to the pretended pot of 
manna found in the ark of the covenant, under the ruins of the old temple at Jerusa- 
lem ; thus impiously perverting the sacred writings, to support tiie insipid tradi- 
tions of the order. And again, in setUing the pretended difficulty among the craft 
about their wage;, Solomon is made to speak the words of our Saviour, not uttered 
until a thousand years afterwards, in his parable of the husbandman to his hired 
servants : Friend, I do thee no wrong ; didst thou not agree to work for a penny a 
day." Many of the fratemitjr have never examined into the truth or falsity of these 
traditions, being disposed to give implicit assent to their correctness, or passing them 
by as matter of indifference ; but if they will serioasly consider these incongruities in 
connection with other impositions and falsities practised upon their credulity, they 
will discover that the whole system is a tissue of falsehpod and deception. Specu- 
lative freemasonry has ever pretended to impart to its recipients very important 
secrets in morality, philosovhjfj and science ; and many of the reverend clergy have 
declared, that tiiey joined the institution with the view of improving themselves in the 
principles of morality. How far these hafre been instructed in the way of salva- 
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tiou, let their own consciences decide. Elder David Bernard, whose expositions of 
this mystery of iniquity entitle him to the character of a pahlic benetactor, thus 
describes his own views of the institution : ** Wishing to avail myself of every auxi- 
liarjr in promoting the glory of GTod, and the happiness of my fellow men, I readily 
received the three first degrees. Jiiy disappointment none can know, but those who 
have, in similar circumstances, been led into the same path of folly and sin. I 
silentiy retired from the institution, and for three years was hardly known as a ma- 
son^ Not being able to advocate its cause from the knowledge I had derived of its 
princi{>les, and supposing the obligation^^I had received were morally binding, I could 
say neither pro nor con concerning it, without a violation of my conscience. With 
these views, I embraced an offer to advance into the higher orders of mysticism, and 
reached forward to attain the desired end. In the reception of the chaptoral de- 
grees, my embarrasment increased. When I came to the oath of the royal arch 
mason; which obligates to deliver a companion, right or wrong,^* I made a fuU 
stop, and objected to proceeding. I was then assur^ in the most positive terms, 
that all would in the end be explained to my full satisfaction. But no such expla- 
nation ever took place." 

Here is high authority for denouncing, the institutioli as altogether false in its pre- 
tensions, to which might be added the testimony of hundreds of others of equal cre- 
dibility. Of its scientific pretensions, the Hon. Oadwalader D. Golden, of New 
York, another seceding mason, thus observes : *♦ that all the science ever taught in 
the lodge, may be comprised in the few following words, viz. that the sun rises in 
the East, and sets in the West; that the sun rules the day, and the moon rules the 
night ! It would require a volume to record the testimony of all those who have 
discovered the false pretensions of freemasonry, and who have denounced the insti*- 
tution as unworthy to exist in a land of freedom ; but the design of the present report 
being to present the most prominent objections in a condensed form, we pass on to 
give some other reasons for warning our fellow men to shun its dangerous snares. 

Another of its hollow pretences is found in the declaration that one of its prin- 
dpal objects is to distribute and dispense its funds to charitable purposes;*' but by a 
reference to its own records, it may be seen that the amount of the funds thus distri- 
buted, does not exceed the gratuitous distributions of other men who have no con- 
nexion with their secret order; and that a very large amount of the initiation fees 
received, are expended in the frivolous decorations of their persons and lodge rooms, 
and their festivities and funeral ceremonies* From the examination of the records 
of St. John's Lodge, in the city of Boston, commencing in the year 1780, now in the 
possession of a member of this convention, it appears that the amount of their cha- 
ritable distributions in eighteen years, was $35 76 ; while the aggregate amount of 
the receipts and expenditures for the same time, exceeded the sum of $1800 1 

Freemasonry professes unbounded charity, by holding feUowship with all nations, 
kindreds, tongues, and people; and pretends to embrace in christian love both 
Jew and christian, Mahomedan and infidel, who are all taught to reverence and 
adore the great supreme in undivided, imdistinguished unity; yet the Jew can 
reject the doctrine of Christianity, and the Mahomedan deny the scriptures altoge- 
ther, and the infidel ridicule the existence of a God, and all meet together upon the 
great square and kvel of masonry, uid receive instruction from this boasted hand 
maid of religion ! The same oaths are administered to all, and the same pretended 
pious lectures are mysteriously adapted to all its followers ! Many young divines 
have been induced, (from its claiming to be the handmaid of religion,) when about 
to leave their native country, to offer themselves as candidates for masonry, with a 
view to enlarge their understanding of moral and religious subjects, and secure for 
themselves an easier passport to the wise and good of foreign nations. But the sum 
and substance of all its pretensions to a religious character, according to the testi- 
mony of hundreds of those who are now wilSng to expose the fraud, consists in an 
artful collection of scripture texts, arranged to correspond to the several degrees, and 
indiscriminately submitted to believers and unbelievers, as a test of their fidelity to 
the order ! Since the late disclosures of the secret ceremonies of the order, the fra- 
ternity have repeatedly afifirmed, that it never was designed that the penalties of 
their obligations should receive a literal construction; that by repeating the obliga- 
tion, with the penalty annexed, the candidate merely invoked those tortures if he 
should wilfully and knowingly violate the obligation.'* But the whole machinery 
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of die inidtutioii forms a negative to this assertion, nvhich is not in the power of its 
advocates to remove. The very first conviction that impresses the candidate (when 
about to be initiated) in seeing an officer guarding the door with a deadly weapon, 
is the danger to be apprehended from an imlawful intrusion ; and at every succeed- 
ing step, he is constantly reminded of the penalties of his obligations. In divesting 
the candidate of nearly all hb apparel, he is deprived of the power of escaping with 
decency; and while he submits to this pretended necessary pre|Nmi^ton, the sense of 
shame at his own idegradation weakens his resolution to attempt an escape ; and if 
the confessions of seceding masons are sufficient testimony to warrant belief, the pre- 
viously initiated enjoy the embarrassment of the new candidate as a sort of offset for 
their own former degradation. The halter, or cable tow, and the sharp pointed 
instrument to the naked breast, are evidently designed to increase the dread of a pe- 
nalty; while the utter unconsciousness of the scene around him, as his optics are 
deprived of their ordinary functions by the close drawn bandage, the more readily 
suggests imaginary evil, which must always produ<ie a mental excitement and alarm. 
Then the mock assassination of Hiram Abin, is calculated to impress the nfiiind with 
the awful consequences of a curiosity to pry into the pretended mystery, and the 
final sacrifice of the fabled Jvbela, Jubdo, and JubduHh agreeably to their own im- 
precations, is a convincing proof that the pendties were intended to be literally con- 
strued. And all the subsequent oaths and penalties are evidentljr designed for the 
same effect ; for, as the obueations increase, in the same proportion the penalties 
are made to increase in baroarous enormity; and it is to these penalties, literally 
construed, that the Institution owes its continuance from its origin to the present 
day. For without these terrific appendages, such a flagrant imposition upon the 
credulity of mankind could never have been concealed ; therefore it is a preposterous 
absurdity to assert, that it has adopted 4 form of words without a signincant mean- 
ing, for on their literal import has depended its very existence! ! - 

In conclusion, it maj now be safely affirmed, that speculative FasEMASONar 
has, by its gaudy trappings and false pretensions, allured die feet of the credulous 
and unwary into its toils, promising to impart important secrets, which no one has 
ever realized ; and enjoined the imposition with eternal secrecy, imder the pains and 
penalties of a cruel death! ! Such are her pretensions and promises, ana thus has 
she fulfilled them. So will all testifv, who have i:ad the courage and magnanimity 
to burst her bonds, and honestly confess the truth. 
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Mr. Morris^ from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows : 

The Committee to whom was referred the examination of the evidence, as to the 
truth of the disclosures contained in a work published by Elder David Bernard, en- 
titled Light on Masonry," report. 

That the abduction and murder of Morgan by the masonic fraternity, for the 
alleged crime of revealing the lower degrees of masonry, is ample confirmation of 
the truth of those degrees, as contained in Elder Bernard's book. Thie evidence 
furnished by this fact, must be conclusive as against the institution of masonry, be- 
cause there could be no other possible pretence for the infliction of masonic vengeance 
upon its victim, than his disclosure oi the secrets of the order. If the murder of Mor- 
gan was not resorted to, as the means of either preventing or punishing the reVela- 
tion of secrets deemed by their professors of the highest importance, it was an act 
of atrocious barbarity, without motive or the pretext of justification. The masonic 
fraternity have, therefore, stamped uoon Morgan's disclosures the impress of mar- 
tyrdom, and sealed his testimony with the blood of their victim. 

The evidence to the truth of diese disclosures, furnished by seeeders from the in- 
itittttion, is, in the judgment of the Committee, entitled to full oredit. The character 
of the witnesses in point of intelligence, integrity, and veracity, their means of know- 
ing the facts, the total absence of every inducement to fakify those facts, the perfect 
ease with which their disclosures, if false, can be refuted, and the facility^ o^ effecting 
their conviction of perjury, in those cases where their disclosures have been supported 
by their oaths in judicial proceedings, forbid the supposition that their disclosures are 
not true. In the state of New York, a considerable number of the seeeders are clergy- 
men of different denominations, whose constitutional interdict from holding offices, 
furaishes an effectual refutation of the allegation so generally and so fusely cir- 
culated, that political power is the object of the opponents of masonry. The intelli- 
gence, virtue, and piety of these gentlemen can leave no doubt, that the most im- 
perative sense of duty to their God and their country prompted llieir secession from 
the order, and their disclosure of its secrets. That spirit of masonic malice, whose 
heart coins slanders like a mint," has sought to invalidate the testimony of the seee- 
ders, imputing to them the commission of moral perjury. The intelhgenee of the 
ft^e in which we live, requires no laboured exposition of the proposition, equally sanc- 
tioned by ethics and by law, that oaths extrajudicially administered, dictated like 
those of masonry by force or fraud, and directly conflicting with the paramount duties 
of the citizen to his God and his country, are neither legally nor morally obligatory. 
The faithful and literal performance of the sworn obligation of the brethren of the 
niystic tie, to mark the seceder as an object of masomc vengeance, to asperse his 
character, defame hb reputation, derange his business, and point him out to the 
world as a vicious and unworthy vagabond, is a volume of masonic testimony to the 
truth of the disclosures made by the seeeders. 

In corroboration of the other evidence of the truth of these disclosures, the Com- 
mittee deem it not unimportant to advert to the fact, that in this free republic, where 
every subject human and divine is by the nature of our institutions subjected to the or- 
deal of public discussion; freemasonry alone b attempted to be an exception to the 
general rule, and its all-powerful influence is exerted to muzzle the preM, to gag the ora- 
for, to obstruct or incommode the assemblajge of conventioiifl, to prevent examination of 
Its claims, and stifle all inquiry into its pnnciples and practices. Freemasonry, alone, 
^f all the subjects which affect our rights and du^es here, and our accountabilitieB 
aereafter, denies the control of pubhc sentiment^ and defies the tribunal of public 
opimoQ. 

I 
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The truth of many of the facts disclosed in the work entitled " Li^ht on Masonry,'' 
rests not, however, solely upon the testimony to which the Committee have as yet 
adverted. The records of the courts of justice furnish evidence upon this subject, 
which sophistry cannot pervert, pravaricatioa evade, or impudence deny. It is 
judicial evidence upon the very fact in question. In Judge 6ardiner*s report, made 
to the senate of the state of New York, pursuant to their resolution, of the testi- 
mony taken before him upon the trial oi Elihu Mather, the obligations and oaths 
assumed by members of the fraternity upon their admission* and particularly those 
uf the royal arch degree, binding the member to extricate a brother from difficulty 
right or wrong, are confirmed and established by the testimony of members of the 
masonic order, not seceders, who were yet attached to, and presiding in the lodges, 
and who state J upon their oaths these obligations in the terms and nearly the words, 
in which they are divulsed \n the work in question. In various trials before magis- 
trates in the state of New York, in suits prosecuted for alleged infractions of the 
statute, prohibiting juggling and shows, against persons professing to exhibit the 
ceremonies attendant on the admission of masons, members of the order, yet at- 
tached to the lodges, of unblemished reputations, and one of them a member of 
the present (Vongress, testified that the mode and manner of initiating members, and 
the oaths taken by themselves and by others on admission, were the same as set forth 
by Eider Bernard. 

Other trials in the same state, one of which being upon a promissory note for the 
initiation fee on admission into a lodee, the defence to which oonnsting in the want 
of consideration, distinctly presented the inquiry into the truth of the discloiiire of 
masonic secrets, furnished indisputable judicial evidence, that the rights and ceremo* 
nies, the oaths and obligations of the lodges were correctly detailed. 

The Committee are unanimously of opinion, that the evidenee extrinsic andintriu" 
fiic, direct and collateral, positive and circumstantial, is such as can leave no doubt 
on the mind of any rational man, that the disclosures contained in the work, entitled 
Light on Masonry,^* particularly in regard to the degrees in use in this country, are 
authentic and unquestionable. 
Ik 

LETTER FROM ELDER N. N. WHITING TO ELDER DAVID BERNARD, APPENDED TO 
THE FOREOOINO REPORT BT ORDER OF THE CONVENTION. i 

Vernon, Onsida County, N. F. September 7, 1630. 

Elder D. Bernard, 

Influenced, as I humbly trust, by a sense of the duty which I owe to the friends of 
truth and the happiness of mankind, I hereby certify, that the various masonic de- 
grees contained in the list below, and published by you in the work entitled Light 
on Masonry," are genuine and authentic, and may fie relied on as such by the world. 
I farther certify, that the degrees from that of knight of the East and West, to that 
of Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret inclusive, were conferred on me and several 
others informally, that is, without the use of the various ceremonies detailed in those 
degrees as published ; that a simple obligation of secrecy being administered, we 
were left to learn the nature and tendency of those degrees from the manuscripts in 
which they were contained ; that this mode of conferring the degrees is a regular 
one, when there is no organized consistory for the Sublime Degrees. I farther cer- 
tify, that an a^nt of the Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, 
(which Council has its place of meeting in Charieston, S. C.) was employed to com- 
municate the Sublime degrees to an officer of high masonic rank in the state of New 
York, and that through thiat officer said degrees have been conferred on various per- 
sons residing in said state. 

List of Degrees referred to above. 

Secret Master, Illustrious Knight, 

Perfect Master, Grand li^aster Architect, 

Intimate Secretary, Knight of 9th Arch. 

Provost and Judge, G. E. and S. Mason, 

Intendant of the Buildings, Knight of the E. and W. 

Elected Knights of Nine, Sov» Prince of Rose-Croix, 

Elected Grand Master, Grand Pont^f. . 
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Mr. Tayhrffnm the Committee next hereafter mentionedf reported as foUom : 

The Committee appointed to inquire what has been the influen[ce of freemasonry 
upon tho public press; and whedier it be expedient for this conyendon to adopt any 
measures m relation thereto, respectfuUy report, 

That the result of their inquiriea presents a state of the press, alike discreditable to 
its character, and darming to all who love the liberties and the independence of dieir 
country. 

As nearly as your Committee have been able to ascertain, there are published in 
all the states, an aggregate of 983 newspapers. 

These have divicted themselves into three distinct classes. The first consists of 
those which have issued from the press since the year 1826, founded exclusively upon 
the principle of opposition to freemasonry, or so conducted, comprising 124 of the 
above number; oi^ which are published in the state of Pennsylvania 53 ; New York 
46 ; Connecticut 2 ; Rhode Island 1 ; Massachusetts 5 ; Vermont 4 ; New Jersey 2 , 
Ohik> 9; Indiana 1 ; and I in the territory of Michigan. 

These have been established by the zeal, and supported by the liberal contributions 
of the middling and unambitious classes of society ; with no motive but the attain- 
ment and dissemination of those alarming truths, which they had sought for in vain, 
through the ordinary channels of intelligence. These pubhcations have been prin* 
dpally commenced smce the murder of Morgan ; and they have beenmef at the thresh- 
old, by the hostility of that fraternity, which has hitherto controlled as' with an iron 
sceptre, every interest which they have not deemed beneath their notice. 

Against a combination, whose hands have not refused to wield the weapons of dis* 
honourable warfare, and labouring under every possible disadvantage, this Spartan 
band has contended with a zeal and steady perseverance, which indicate that the 
patriotism of the heroes of 76, still animates with undiminished fervour, the breasts 
of many of their offspring. 

The next c]ass of periodical publications, consists of such as have been founded 
exclusively upon masonic principles, and are sustained by masonic patronage. These 
were established and are conducted in the strictest accordance with that law of illumi- 
nism which is given by Weishaupt in these words, newspapers and reviews must be 
established to cahmniate every influential man, who cannot be brought over to our 
party.** They live in an atmosphere of falsehood ; and like the unclean beast which 
fattens upon toe poisonous vapours of its own dungeon, draw their nutriment from 
the calumny of the best and purest ; and when summoned to the bar of public jus** 
tice, they go forth convicted libeUers, glorying in their shame. 

The thvd class comprehends all those, with a few honourable exceptions, which 
were in successful operation, not exclusively masonic, when Morgan's ulustrationB of 
masonry were first suffered to behold the light. 

These papers scattered through the whole extent of our country, ushered from a 
thousand presses, daily, weekly, monthly, and quarterly, and professing to aive the 
minutest intelligence upon every subject of general or limited interest; the con- 
stant inmate of every home; the daily visitant of every fireside; have acquired an 
influence as absolute as the laws of our land, and as wide as the country which we 
inhabit. To meet the spirit of inquiry, the caterers for the press, are unwearied in 
their efforts. They draw their supplies from eyerj quarter of the g^obe ; they eagerly 
lay hold of every occurrence, foreign or domestic, ^vial or important, and send it 
forth, to gratify the cravings of the public curiosity. In these efforts to give interest 
to the publications of the day, no industry is spared ; no topic is beneath their notice; 
but the broad 'fields of fiction, of politics, of science, of the arts and of religion are 
ransacked ; and having explored mem all, and gathered every palatable fruit, these 
indefatigable men, like the daughter of the horseleech, are unsatisfied still. 
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An ordinary murder, in which a solitary indiyidual was implicated, hai run^ 
through all our papers, for months together: and the illej^al detention of a foreigner, 
an alleged defaulter, has set whole cities in a flame. This was indeed the indication 
of a blessed spirit ; for it proves that our citizens know the value of liberty and law, 
and are jealous of the sligbtest infringement of them. But an American citizen was 
ontrageouslv kidnapped and torn from his family, confined in a dungeon, transported 
through a tnickly settled country, and murdered under circumstances of the most 
cold blooded barbarihr, and these same presses are silent as the grave. He who 
could compass sea and land to gather news, seemed to have forgotten his occupation ; 
and that blessed spirit" which burst forth like the flames of a volcano, because 
the laws had been violated in the person of an alleged swindler, gave no signs 
of life. In the region where this outrage had been perpetrated, the criminal 
apathy or connivance of the conductors of the press, alarmed the people : they arose 
in theur might and established independent papers, through which the truth has been 
fearlessly disseminated, in defiance of the threats and calumnies of that all-powerful 
institution. Without the aid of these presses, the mass of the .people in New York 
and Pennsvlvania, Massachusetts and Vermont, would at thu moment, have been 
ignorant that William Morgan ever lived. Nay, after crowds of witnesses have 
Droved his murder, by circumstances amounting to certainty; after adhering masons 
nave trampled upon the authority of our courts of justice; have defied the power of 
heaven and earth, and alleged as their onljr excuse, that the truth would unplicate 
themselves in the bloody deed; there are still thousands in our land, and men too of 
intelligence and virtue, who believe that the story of that murder is all a fiction. 

WInr is this ? Why is it, that among our intelligent population such gross and dis- 
graceful ignorance prevails? It is because the public press is palsied by a power un- 
seen, and controlled by an influence of unlimited operation. Through the medium of 
the press the pubUc mind has been poisoned, so that none, however elevated, can ex- 
press a just iudifpiation against the perpetrators of a horrid crime, or against the in- 
stitution, which justifies and protects the criminal, without the risk of being denounced 



Your Committee are aware that some of them have been driven by dire necessity 
to adopt a course, at which their better feelings revolt. 

But in view of all the facts, the Committee are constrained to say, that in their 
opinion, the conductors of the i>ress, who - have made themselves voluntarily ob- 
noxious to the charge of suppressing intelligence intensely interesting to the Ameri- 
can people ; of refusing to sound me alarm, when liberty has been invaded, our 
laws trampled in the dust, and life wantonly sacrificed ; who have sjrstematically in- 
sulted the memory of the dead, and calumniated the living ; who have wielded their 
mighty power at the will of a secret and corrupt combination, and have used their 
influence to pervert the truth and mislead the public mind ; who have shown them- 
selves willing rather to jeopard our dearest interests, than to risk the loss of patron- 
" age or incur the enmity of ureemasonrv ; have proved faithless '^sendnels upon the 
watch-towers of liberty;" and unworthy the confidence of those who justly value the 
dear bought privileges of American citizens. 
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Mtm Hapkin»f fnm ikt CmmUtee next htrtaJUr menHontA^ reported at foUowt : 

The Committee to whom it was referred, to take into conrideration the true nature 
of masonic oaths or oblieationst and to report whether they are, or are not, reU- 
gionsly, morally, or legally binding; and wnether they are, or are not, in collision 
with the higher ohli|^tions of allen^iahce and duty, which every good citizen is under, 
to support the constitution and laws of his countrr,** respectfully report : 

That the terms of this reference, being general, embrace all masonic obligations 
whatever. In the application of the subject to the oaths as revealed, it appears to the 
committee, that the matter of those oaths may properly come under the following 
considerations, namely: 1st. Of oaths which respect matters merely frivolous. 2d. 
Of those, if any there be, which respect matters entirely lawful and proper, and not 
miimportant. dd. Of those, which by their natural tendency and operation are 
hostile to social order, ffood manners, or equal right, but without requinng aajr spe- 
cific offence. 4th. Of tbose, which are directly iflegal, whether that illegality is ex- 
pressed in terms, or is afterwards deduced, as an unexpected consequence. Illegality 
in oaths may be of many different kinds : the object of them may be either dvectly 
criminal, or they may lead to breaches of prior du^, obligation or conthict, or of 
political allegiance. Mspecting all these, the inquiry is, whether they are religiously, 
morally, or legally bindmg. 

And first, as to their legal obligation, the committee report; that none of these 
bong oaths authorized or required for any purpose known to the laws, they are not 
legafiy binding in any possible case' (a). The remaining questions concern their 
obligation in conscience. 

An oath is defined by moral writers as an act of religion (b^, by which the 
affirmant ap[)eals to the Supreme Being, to witness the truth of wnat he affirms to 
be true, or his fidelity in tne performance of that, which he promises to perform. 
Such a transaction presupposes the infirmity of all human sanctions. It applies to 
the thoughts and intents of the heart; and therefore it appeals to him who knows 
them, ft presupposes also, that the being who is appealed to, is both able and db- 
posed to punish peijury. The universal adoption of oaths, by all iiations, to sanction 
Bucfa puMic and sdedm engagements as the laws cannot snffideutly reach ; such, for 
eiample, as fid^ty to governments, the observance of treaties, and truth in giving 
tostimony, is a proof, that a sense of the sanctity of oaths, is deeply graven upon the 
heart of man. Grotius observes, that in every nation, and in every age, an oath has 
always been of the greatest weight in {promises, contracts, and agreements (c). 
If the use of solenm oaths u found thus universal, and thus necessary to man, in his 



(a) See opinion of Maicey, J. in The People vs. Jewett, at Lockport, 1890. 

(b) They all seem to follow Cicero's definition in the thihi book De Officiis : Est enun ios- 
jmrandnm affinnatio religiose; qnod antem affinnate, quasi Deo teste, pramisaeris, id tenenoam 
est. See also Grotias de Jure Bel. et Pee. lib. II. Cap. XUI. 

Pnffendorf. Droit de la Nat Lib. IV. Chap. I. 
Domat's civil Uw. Book III. Tit 6. 6. 
Paley's Moral Philoaophy, Book HI. Chap. XVI. 
Rntherforth's Institotes, ch. ziv. 

<)pinion of Trott, afterwards Ch. Just <^ Soath Carolina, under the ook>niaI government m 1. 
Hairs Law Joomal, p. 2. The preeise definition m the text above, is rather gathered fromall, 
than copied horn any one. 

(c) In the chapter before cited. In this chapter he has collected a grwt number of examples 
to ihow the reverence of almost all nations for oaths. Bat Barbeyrac, in his notea on Pomn^ 
dnrf, aayi, that the Peruvians wed no oath, bat a simple averment befi>re thei Inca. He cites 
Gaicilai(0 de Vega for this fact, in lus histoiy of the Incas. 
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social condition ; and if it is past doubt, that there is a God who governs the world/' 
and has planned the existence of social order, then we arrive, even without the aid 
of revelation, to the conclusion, that the use of oaths- is a part of the divine economy, 
and that the breach of them will be a subject of special punishment. 

The Committee, thus Quoting the authority of the most distinguished guides in the 
philosophy of morals, wish to repeat the remark, that they all, both Pagan and Chris- 
tian, speak in effect of an oath, as an act of religion." Tlie Commitiee submit, 
therefore, that they have properly referred to the great principle of religious obliga- 
tion, though reporting to a body, whose members maj be supfiosed to differ much 
in tiieir partieufar creeds. The very terms in which this subject ia referred, embrace 
the moral and religious bearings of the question. The resolution treato the subject 
as* a question of conscience; and questions of conscieiAse can have littie mieaning, 
except as they regard the responsibility of man- to his final judge. 

A farther explanation may seem to be called for. Now, that divisions exist, and 
excitement operates, regarding the merits of freemasonry, the mere unsupported 
conclusions of this Committee or this Convention, adopted upon recent views of the. 
question, might fail, perhaps justiy, to command universal confidence. This has in- 
duced the Committee to nave much recourse to authorities, whether sacred or pro- 
fane; and they mean not to advance any important proposition in morals, without 
tne most ample support of the inspired, or of the wise and good, who wrote before free- 
masonry existed. 

An oath, then, is truly a transaction between man on one part, and his Almighty | 
Judge on the other. It is a transaction in which, according to the general economy j 
of divine Providence, the special power of that Judge is calied into exercise, to give | 
effect to such necessary and important engagements of men, as ean, in no other man- > 
ner, receive a sufficient gttaraBtv(a). 

All these principles apply to laidiil oaths, taken for some useful and imjiortant 
purpose. But tl|e first question now to be considered, regards those oaths which are 
for objects merely trifling or worthless. If the position is established, that an oath 
effectually calls mto exercise the avenging power of the Supreme Beih^, to punish 
falsehood, (and on any other supposition, all oaths a^ a fraud and an miposture,) 
then it follows, that oaths for tri&ng and vain objects, are a durect act of irreverence 
towards that power. They are, then, a practicsd perversion of one of Ms great en- 
gines for the support of human society ; and a defiance of thatpenal^ which every 
oath supposes to be imprecated. In whatever degree an eatfa for a high and impor- 
tant purpose, is sacred, in that degree, the use of it for any low, base, and worthless 
object, is a profuiation. But the case under consideration, supposes these oaths to 
be already taken ; and the question is, what is the further duty of those who have 
taken them, and how they may best escape the danger of furtner offences against 
conscience. 

The Committee have not brought tins branch of the subject hito view, because -it 
is in itself exceedingly important ; but rather, because beine obliged to examine a 
great mass of oaths of very various import, it seemed to be uxtir duty to present the 
subject in due method; and because the conclusions to be drawn from this branch, 
will tend to throw light upon others. 

If an oath for a vain or w(vthless purpose, is a transaction with the Supreme 
Judge, then he is a parly to that transaction, considered as a binding one ; then he is 
a party, not to punish the trifling, or unlawfulness in taking the oath, but he b a 
party to see it executed, or to punish the non execution* 

But can the power of the God of all worlds, be thus called into operation by the ca- 
price of man, to execute the vain engag^ents which folly may prompt? 

The Committee know of no divine or hunum authority, for saying that such an 
engagement, considered strictiy as an oath, is binding. Puffendorf, who wrote 100 
years before masonry existed, has expressly stated his ofnaiony that oaths oblige 
not when they are absurd and impertinent"(h). Doubtiess, they are immoral and 



(a) Un serment n'oblige pas, si Dieu ne raccepte. Puffendorf as above cited, $ VIII. 
(An oath obiiges not, if God does not accept it.) 

(b) Car ils (les serments) n'obligent pas, non senlment lorsqu'ils coaceraent les dieses tlii 
cites, mais encore losqu'ils sont absnrdes et impertinents. Pnffend<»f, as above, ( X. 
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most offensive to our God and Judge; but no proof is perceived that He will so 
ponish the offence considered, as a breach of the oath, ana because he requires the 
observance. 

A very different question remains, when we consider what is due for reverence to 
that high and holy name, which we invoke in every lawful oath, and which we pro- 
fane in every one that b unlawful. No man who has unhappily taken a light oath, 
will, when his heart becomes better instructed, lightly break it. But still it is not 
truly an oath : it binds not, M such : the breach is not moral peijury : but a useless, 
or light breach, seems to be again taking the name of God in vain, and to be renew- 
ed irreverence. Such an oath ought not to be violated without cause ; but the Com- 
mittee, on the most attentive consideration they can give the subject, and aided by 
the best authorities in morals, believe that for good ends, with justifiable motives, 
any vain oath may be disregarded ; and that very often it is a duty to disregard it. 

A single case will exemplify the views of the Committee, by practical applica- 
tion. It is a most prominent point of masonry, when arrived at the sublime degree 
of master, that hahah-bone sijgnifies marrow in the bone.*' It is one of the land- 
marks which never change with time or place. As bone has always signified &one, 
(seemingly in Hebrew, in the time of King Solomon, and in all languages, ancient 
and modem, since hb time,) it remains that mahar," signifies niarrow.'* Now 
the candidate has, in effect, in every form of solemnity, and under most awful penal- 
ties and sanctions, bound himself never to reveal the fact that " mahar,*' so signi- 
fies. Mean, and disgusting, and worthless as this falsehood is, no good man would 
causelessly trifle with the oath he has taken. But when masonry is found to be a 
great pohticai, social, moral, and religious evil ; when it is found to control govern- 
ment, and leave to the people the shadow only of power ; when it sanctions murder, 
and then resorts to perjury to cover blood; when it avowedly -perverts the admi- 
nistration of justice, in civil and criminal cases ; when, to sanction these things, it 
quotes the names of prophets and apostles, who spoke as they were moved by the in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit; and, when it covers ail, by the pretence of mysteries 
and secrets of solemn and momentous import ; then it becomes, not merely allow- 
able, it becomes a duty, to expose the base reality of these holy secrets, to hold up 
these solemnities to the scorn of men ; and to set the bloody and sacrilegious monster 
in the pillory of public odium and contempt Then it is a virtue in masons, to tell 
the world, that their institution contains nothing more solemn, than the disgusting 
stor^ of the dead body of Hiram Abiff ; and nothing more instructive, than the infor- 
mation that MAHAB,*' signifies marrow.'* 

2. If there is any one masonic oblieatton which is innocent in its object, and yet not 
frivolous, it ought to be noticed in this connection. This second head is introduced 
for the sake of carrying out the subject systematically, and of recording the admis- 
sion, that casesL of tnis character may possibly exist among mankind. £i the diver- 
sified events of life, instances may occur, where individuals, beyond the reach of 
laws and of witnesses, or where edl human sanctions would be incompetent, may 
have just motives to ratify solemn and momentous engagements, by an appeal £o 
Him who searches the heart, and will bring every secret thing into judgment. The 
Committee have not found, nor are aware, of any such in masonry; but if such 
exist, they would be the last to question the duty of a most sacred observance 
of them. 

3. Before we come to those oaths which are specifically criminal, there is a middle 
class, consisting of those which are only objectionable, by reason of their general 
tendency and effect ; as for example, that they are unfavourable to good manners, 
social order, or equal right, or consequentially against moral obligation. 

The Committee notice these principally, for the sake of presenting the subject in 
every different point of view in which it has occurred to them. An extract from one 
of the celebrated civilians and moralists who have been cited, will explain both the 
case intended, and the opinion of the author. 

He says, Though the thing promised should not be unlawful in itself, jet the oath 
is not the less void, if it hinders a more considerable moral good ; that is to say, if 
it b an obstacle to some duty of humanity, or to what we owe to our relatives (a)." 
It then puts the case of an oath to conceal a secret of importance to mankind ; and 



(a) Poffendorf, in the chapter above cited. 
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sanctiotts the 'whole hy the case of the Corban, or devoted offering, stated by our 
Saviour ; and which will be quoted below. But while passing, the Committee beg 
leave to make a single remark, upon thu case of the concealment of valuable 
secrets. 

False and hollow as the pretension to such secrets is, masonry makes it. In that 
wretched fragment which is attributed to King Henry VI. it is taught that masonry 
conceab, among other things, the art of finding new arts, and this for her own profit; 
the art of wonder-workine, prophecy, magic, and of becoming good and wise without 
the aid of fear or hope. Now it is obvious, that a knowledge of these secrets, which 
masonry conceals for her own profit, would alter the whole economy of human life, 
if revealed for the profit of mankind. The oath of concealment therefore is, on the 
principles of the great writer quoted, as applied to masonic pretensions, void. 

The Committee, however, present the subject Jn a different point of view ; and 
thev consider all oaths void, which bind together a portion of mankind in secret and 
aelnsh associations, tending in terms, or in effect, to limit that benevolence which 
we owe to all ; or to profit a part at the expense of the whole ; or to deprive others 
of their equal privileges, for tne benefit of such associations. 

But if we would rise from human to divine authority, and draw instruction from 
unpolluted and infallible sources, neither examples nor precepts on this subject are 
wanting. 

The scriptures abound with examples of oaths, rash, sinful, or ill understood, and 
most maniiestly recorded for our admonition. 

From the New Testament, the case of Herod's oath to which John the Baptist 
was sacrificed, and that of the forty Jews to slay Paul, are most commonly cited. 
No one will now assert, that either Herod, or the forty Jews, were bound in con- 
science to kill their victim. 

But it seems surprising that the case of the Corban, put by our Saviour, and which 
is much more discriminative, has not been referred to. 

But ye say. Whosoever shall say to his father or mother, It is a gift, (Corban, — a 
thing devoted by vow to sacred uses,) by whatsoever thou migfatest be profited by 
ne, and honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made 
the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.*'— -Matt. xv. 5, 6. In 
Mark vil. 12, the remark is further made, **Ye suffer him no more to do aught for 
his father or mother." Now here the sin imputed, is in the very fact of compelling 
the vow-maker to keep his vow ; for the ease put, lays no reproach upon them, if he 
had been rich enough to pay the vow, and support his father and mother also. But 
having solemnly devoted to the service of the temple, some article necessary to the 
comfort of his parents, these false teachers required him to pay the vow, and suffered 
him to do no more, (not being able to do both,} for h» faUier or his mother. There 
lay the sin ; that is, in the very fact of perfomung the vow. It is impossible to state 
a case more precisely appropriate to such obligations of masonry, as are merely 
against moral oblieations, or of consequential evil tendency. 

The Committee have hoped that .these views would meet the approbation of this 
convention, and of the wise find good of all classes. These views, if correct, will 
help us to draw right distinctions ; they will tend to settle moral obli^tion upon 
the right basis ; so as on one side, not to trifie causelessly with any thmg that has 
borne the forms of an oath before Crod ; and on the other, that they will remove the 
scruples of those who suppose themselves bound in conscience, by all that may un- 
happihr have been imposed on them, under such forms. 

4. Certainly, they are not so bound ; for when we advance to the ground of unlawful 
oaths ; or 'to that of oaths, which in their terms, or by consequence, lead to any 
violation of human or divine laws ; the Committee then arrive on ^ound which has 
been often examined, and they find themselves propped by authonty on every side; 
—by writers, ancient and modem ; Pagan and Christian; by moralists and legisla- 
tors ; by the civil law, and by all laws ; and especially ** by that sure word of pro- 
phecy," which might save the neeewtt^ of the other doud of witnesses." 
. Rather than to detain the Convention by an array of authorities on an abstract 
proposition, the Committee have referred on the bottom of these pages, to a few well 
known names (a) of great and established authority, on questions of morals ; and 



(a) See the previous citations. 
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they pass on to select, by way of example, some points of the many oaths of masonry ; 
and to follow them up to their natural and probable, or to their actual and known 
consequences. To those who have studied masonry, the examples cited, will be 
very familiar ; to those who have studied anti-masonry, the observations to be made 
on them, ma^ appear trite and common. Perhaps, however, this is one of the cases, 
where repetition and reinculcation may meet with indulgence. 

In looking over the vast mass of masonic oaths, the Committee would draw the 
attention of the convention to a few points only, selected as specimens. 

1. Every masonic obligation w entered into under the penalty of deaUi ; except one 
or two for maiming the limbs; and this penalty, with those exceptions, applies 
alike to every breach. The laws of masonry, like those of Draco, are all writ- 
ten in blood. 

The fellow-craft's, the master's, and other degrees, contain a promise in the oath, 

to obey all regular signs, summons, or tokens given, handed, sent, or thrown from 
the hand of a brother mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted 
lodge, provided," &c. 

Here is, then, a perfect system of machinery, for capital condemnations and exe- 
cutions. If the sign handed from a lodge, is a regular sign to put a masonic offender 
to death, it must be obeyed under penalty of death. 

In every case the lodge is sole judge. There is no appeal : he who u commanded 
to shed another's blood, must do so, to save his own life. Thus, in the case of MiUer of 
Belfast, if his murder shall be finally confirmed, the two men, on whom the lot fell to 
strangle him, had no alternative, but to obey, or to die. 

But the causes for which life is forfeited by the laws of masonry, have no relation 
whatever, to the cases of capital crime by the law of the land. Our constitutions, 
bills of right, and laws, guaranty to us, life and personal liberty, in all cases, ex- 
cept when forfeited by those laws. In idl other cases it is a capita) crime to take 
life intentionally. They guaranty liberty of speech in all possible cases. 

We have, then, two systems of criminal law arrayed against each other. Masonry 
takes life, for that which the laws treat as perfectly innocent: the laws condemn to 
death, for doing that which masonry requires; and we have seen masonr]^ protect- 
ing criminab, whose lives, by the laws, were forfeited. It is not less obvious, that 
die causes for which life is forfeited, by masonic law, are, none of them, ofiences 
against the moral or divine law. 

At the very outset of this subject, we have therefore an obvious case, in which the 
oaths of miBsonry cannot be obligatory, unless the civil law and divine law are both 
repealed. Neitner is the case here supposed a gratuitous supposition. The very 
death of Morgan, is a practical commentary on the principle. He died for that 
which the laws of. civil society in no manner condemn, and which cannot be called 
an offence against the moral law, except by begging the question winch is here 
under dhMsussion. 

2. The oath to obey the grand hailing sign of distress, and to fly to the relief of the 
person giving it, is one wmch imports not criminality in terms, and only becomes 
illegal, by an iDegal use. But the sign of distress has been known to have been 
thrown by an escaping criminal to the officer who pursued him, and with success. 
From the daily intercourse and conversation of life, examples are often heard of, in 
which the sign of distress or other masonic signs, have oeen handed to jurors or 
witnesses. 

' But examples cannot be necessary^: the very nature of the case supposes and 
proves,, that they must be common. 

I Every fugitive from justice ; every man caught in the commission of a crime ; 
every criminal on trial ; every smuggler ; every applicant, such as was John An- 
derson, for relief from congress or a state legulature ; every criminal who applies 
for a pardon, and every man who applies for a venal office, is a person in distress. 
I A criminal mason has the chances which this sien may give, through all stages ot 
the proceedings, from the issuing of a warrant for his arrest, to the pardon which re- 
lieves him from the. state prison ; for he may throw that si|;n to the constable who 
pursues, and to the magistrate who examines him, for commitment; to jail breakers; 
to grand jurymen, petty jurymen, witnesses, and jud^e. The Committee have 
seen reason to suppose that a multitude of recommendations for pardon, which have 
heretofore filled the country with criminals, were procured masonically. It would be 
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madness to suppose that so powerful an en^e as the grand haiHn^ sign of distress 
were not, must not be, frequently used with effect, to the subversion of law and 
right; especiall;^ in a government where opinion governs all, and where the aspiring 
need friends, it is madnpss to doubt whether th9se who seek for popularity and fame, 
do not often gain them by a sacrifice of djuty/ The remonstrances of conscience 
may be easily hushed by the sanctity of masonic obligations. In all these cases it 
will be observed, that the oath is not only unlawful in its particular application, but 
in its general tendency and effect, subversive of all right. 

3. The oath of secrecy pervades every masonic obligation, and is the cement of 
the whole. Every observation which the Committee have made regarding the 
grand hailing sign of distress, equally applies to this. But to bring the subject more 
sensibly home to the business of men, the Committee beg leave first to state the extent 
of this obligation, aud then to give a possible example of its power. 

The obligation, even from the very first degree, to keep all masonic secrets, and 
every part and parts, point and points of them, then dehvered, or thereafter to be 
delivered, is a most comprehensive obligation ; and is sealed, as has been stated, by 
an oath to Grod, and by the penalty of a butcherly death. But in its terms no ille- 
gality is expressly embraced, which might alarm the masonic novice. All the obli- 
gations, however, advance in profligacy as they rise in rank; aQd it is very soon 
perceived that the secrets intended, are really crimes and offences against the laws. 
Thus in the master's degree, an exception is made of murder and treason, which are 
left at the discretion of the affirmant. ^An exception is always of the same kind of 
thing which the general words import. 

He who promises to keep all secrets except knurder and treason, implies of neces- 
sity, that by the other secrets, not excepted, he means other orimes. It follows, 
therefore, that if cities are burned, women violated, houses broken, and merchants 
ruined through forgery, by a master mason, no other master mason knowing the 
facts as a secret, may reveal them, under the penalty of death and of moral perjury. 
He may not reveal the secret as a witness on oath ; for there is no such exception. So 
the obligation has been practised upon by masons on the western trials : and after 
three years of such practice, during which this same construction has been urged 
against masonry, that institution has not denied the justness of it, by any known or 
pubUc act ; nor does it appear to have taken a single step to correct the consciences 
of the witnesses. It has, therefore, sanctioned the construction ; and reaped the ad- 
yantage of it. It is too late now to retract. 

But the more exf>res8 terms of this oath are somewhat more flagitious ; for in that 
institution, which distinguished men among us do not hesitate to praise and foster, 
it is declared by solemn rites and express words, that master masons are at full 
liberty to conceal each others' murders and treasons; — " and tiiese," says the oath, 
•* left at my own discretion !" 

But if this excite our special wonder and awe ; if we seem to doubt the evidence 
of our senses, when we see an order of men in this country, in this age, stand pro- 
minently forth to organize the possible means of safety for the highest crimes, and 
to organize them with deliberation, and forecast, and rites, and oaths ; what shall we 
say, when advancing some degrees farther, we find that this concealment is no 
longer left optional, but is made a consecrated duty ; and, as such, that it extends 
to every crime ? In the oath of the royal arch degree, it is written, in words, at 
length, TREASON and murder not £xcEPTED"(a). So it is understood by the 
masonic authorities ; for, in the violence on Morgan, royal arch masons alone, as the 
Committee understand and believe, were selected, and no one can doubt, but the se- 
lection was made with reference to this obligation. 

There remains, yet, a further enormity ; another wo. The secrets hitherto men- 
tioned, are those intentionally communicated, as such. They embrace, therefore, 
only the cases of actual conspiracy. But, in the obligation of the holy and thrice 
illustrious order of the cross ; [the Cross of Christ!] ; in that obligation, is contained 
the following clause : 



(a) This obligation is not unifonn in all the chapters. It is, sometimes, ** all secrets 
whatsoever," sometimes, '* all secrets without exception.*' The most common form is be- 
lieved to be that in the text. It is believed to be so given by Uie grand lectured of the United 
States, Mr. Jeremy L. Croas.-*2Vbte by one of the Committee, 
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<* I do sweur to keep aacved my brothers* wcrets, bdth when deliyered to as 
sttcfaf ftad when the nature of the information is such, as to require secrecy, for his 
welfare/' 

The scope and object of thb obligation that knights of this order, should keep 
secret each others' transactions, when utdntenHondUy or aeeidentidly dbcorered. It 
may apply to the traitor, the murderer, t^e inc^ndiar^, the thief, the counterfeiter, 
&e., unexpectedly caught in the act. But, without insisting upon cases, which it 
may still be hoped, are not of frequent occurrence, the Committee beg to draw the 
attention of the convention, by way of hypothesis, to a case which may 'show, to 
what amazing mischief a conspiracy, under such a bond, may lead, without the com- 
mission of any single crime, which can be called atrocious. 

The public economy of the United States, is much regulated by, and dependent 
noon, those laws, which respect our commercial intercourse with other nations. 
The execution of these laws b committed to a comparatively small number of revenue 
officers. Upon the fidelitT of these men, interests are depending, which are, literally, 
immense. It b not merely the pub'ic revenue and expenditure, thq payment of the 
public debt, and consequent support of credit and of government; — ^far beyond all thb, 
the proper execution of those laws, enters into the value of every production of the 
soU, and of every, branch of industry. It b felt on every farm, by every fireside, in a 
limited measure ; but in every mat establishment of manufacturing industry, it b 
felt in the prosperitv or the ruin of the owner. To prevent the enactment or amendment 
of these laws ; to break them down when passed ; or to evade their efiect, neither 
cunning, nor firaud, nor corruption, nor pei3ury,^have been wanting. That the ob- 
ligations of masonic secrecy have ever been interposed, to save a single bale of illicit 
goocb, when found liable to seizure, or to remit a penalty, or produce a false apprai- 
sal, is a thing of which the Committee have no evidence. But when the wit and 
wealth of England have hee-m applied to rid us, for our advantage, of laws found- 
ed in vulvar prejudice, it would be passing wondorful, if they never liehted upon 
thb happiest of all instruments, for the improvement of our governmental economy. 
Let it only be reosembered, that the custom-house officer, b usually and presump- 
tively, a mason ; because few appointmentB are made, but from the order. Let us 
then suppose the very probable fact, that a masonic smuggler discovers the inspector 
to be a brother mason ; there b, then, a road opened, which, like Milton's road from 
the lower i^egions through chaos, cannot be barricaded. The inspector is poor, 
and, even if conscientious, must live by his office. The smuggler lands goods m his 
open view, and asks no favours. He gives the sien of his order ; he urges on the 
work of fraud ; and death to the imipector who betrays him. A small amount of 
smuggled goods depresses the market ; for the reduction of price, operates most ex- 
tensivelv upon mercantile opinion ; prices fall ; the manufacturer b ruined ; the 
establbhment ceases to operate ; and the whole policy of a great and wise nation, is 
diwarted by a lew unseen and ignoble hands. 

The Committee repeat, that uey have no knowledge of any such fact. But, nei- 
ther if the letter of John Anderson, to a member of congress, attempting to corrupt 
him, had been addressed to a real mason, as he supposed it was, should We ever 
have known the application of masonry in corrupting legblatures; nor should we 
have diought of the safety with Which every member may be tried, and tempted in 
turn, for none can betray the secret. But let it once be calculated, how manj let- 
ters, of any single class or kind, are miBsent, in proportion [to those that are rightly 
directed. Is t^re one in ten thousand? If not, then the mathematical probability 
is, that more than ten thousand masonic ofifers of corruption, have been sent and 
concealed. 

Apply any reasonable scale of probabtlitv to the evasion of the imposts; and it 
will appear to be little less than a miracle, if the best and safest of all pomhle means, 
that is, masonic means, have never been resorted to, for the purpose of breaking 
down the revenue laws of our country. 

The naked question^ whether an oath against law, or against a prior natural or 
moral obligation, can be bin<fing, is solved in a very few words ; the solution is per- 
fectly intelligible to everysound mind ; and necessarily, convincing to every mind 
which comprehends it. There is no room for two opinions. For, if such an oath 
is not void m conscience, it is then bindine; and then the commission of any possible 
crime being sworn to, woukiJ)e matter of conscience. 

D 

I 
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An oath, itself, js assumed, to impose some obligation. But a subsequent and 
opposite oath is Toid, or not void. It not Toid, then it dissolyes the obligation of the 
former oath ; and then, it may as well itself be rendered void, by a new and further 
oath ; and, if so, then every oath may be annulled at pleasure, by taking a contrary 
• oath. Thus, truth and fidelity would be abandoned ; and men would be divested 
of the most inviolable of all the bonds which cement and sanctify the social relations. 

This masonic principle b thus self-destructive. For, if the masonic oath can 
annihilate a prior oath, or moral obligation, then, it may itself be annihilated, by a 
subsequent and contrary oath ; and then, we are driven to say, in the same breath, 
concerning every oath, uiat it is obligatory, or is not obUj^atory, at pleasure. 

But those masons who contend for the obligatory effect of masonic oaths, and 
who, at the same time, have taken any oath to civil society, such as that of an officer 
or voter, are called upon to decide which oath is to be preferred, when the two come 
in conflict* May the person thus situated, decide for himself wiiich oath to keep ? 
If so, he is bound by neither. Is the prior oath obligatory? Then, it follows, that 
every person who has first taken these masonic oaths, proclaims himself incapable of 
civil trust. 

The Committee believe, that the great body of merely nominal masons, who 
regard the institution either with indifference or contempt, but do not openly 
renounce it, are faithful to their country and its laws. They behevoi also, that the 
great body of the zealous and adhering masons, who act as a party, consider their 
masonic obligations, as in all cases paramount. 

This principle was acted upon by the masonic judicatories, when deliberating 
beforehand, on the fate of Morgan. It was fully beheved by his executioners, when 
amidst the storms and tumults of remonstrating conscience, they counselled concern- 
ing his death. It has been extensively acted upon, by peijured witnesses, jurors, 
and civil officers, to cover that crime. 

: In point of fact, any officer or voter, who, being a mason, takes an oath to support 
the constitution, or faithfully to discharge his office^laces himself in a condition, 
where he may be subject to conflicting obligations. Tnus, for example, Mr. Bruce, 
the sheriff of Niagara, has been called to act under an accumulation of contradictory 
-oaths. First, by his oath of office, he was bound to keep the peace, for every sheriff 
is a peace-officer. Then, in obedience to his prior masonic oath, he broke the peace 
by violence upon the person of William Morgan. Next, he was to summon a grand 
jury, which was to investigate the Morgan outrage; and, on this jury, he placed a 
great majori^ of masons, with set pur[)Ose to defeat the inquiry, thus again violating 
his oath of office. On the trial of Whitney, at Canandaigua, he was called as a 
witness, and testified the truth ; and, in so doing, broke his masonic obligation. 
Finally, being called upon to testify the same facts at the Batavia and Lockport 
, trials, he refused. Thus, for the sake of masonry, he again violates a high and 
sacred duty, which every man owes to society : by that violation, prisoners escaped, 
and guilt and crime came off triumphant. 

The limited space allowed for this report, forbids the Committee to enlarge upon 
many other points in the obligations of masonry, not less criminal than the foregoing. 
Thus, the oath always to support a brother's military fame and .politicad preferment* 
in preference to anoUier's, resolves the masonic order into one vast and permanent 
conspiracy against the freedom of elections and the equality of civil right. 

Every witness is sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. But masonry requires them not so to testify against a brother ; so they 
understand it, and, in numerous instances, have refused to be sworn, or to testify ; 
or in testifying, have dealt falsely. 

Every petit juror is sworn " well and truly to try this cause," &c. But, many 
masons have, on full and fair trial, been set aside, by reason of their masonic obliga- 
tions, as not impartial. Let there henceforth be no complaint, if we declare such 
men unfit for civil trust ; they have been judicially proved, and pronounced to be 
unfit. 

Every grand juror is sworn ** diligently to inquire and true presentment make,'* 
&c. But, masonry requires them to keep secrets, to deliver a brother, &c. ; and 
masonic grand juries have refused to inqmre, or make a presentment of offences, 
perfectly well known to them. 

Every police justice, aud other magistrate, constable, sheriff, and district attorney. 
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takes an oath faithftilly to execute his office. But, in multiplied instances, such 
officers hare betrayed the laws. 

In all these cases, it is exceedmgly plain, that the masonic obligations do come in 
conflict with the higher obligations of duty and allegiance of the citizen, to his coun- 
try. They have, in point of fact, engaged in mat conflict, and they have pre- 
vailed in it. 

But, there is a farther and more terrific view of this matter, which must be pre- 
sented. ^ It is now some years, since many of these delinquencies of masonic wit- 
nesses, jurws, and officers, were known to the high masonic authorities, who had 
jurisdiction over them. But, those authorities have never, so far as appears, rebuked 
them for these offences ; on the contrary, they have 'aided, comforted, and abetted 
the criminals. We are driven, therefore, to the conclusion, that the disabilities of 
these masonic oaths, thus judicially proved, applies to the great body of those 
masons, who constitute these judicatories, or act under them. If these men are dis- 
franchised, it is not by our act, nor our sentejace. It is by their own act; and judges 
and triers have pronounced upon the effect of it, before us. 

The oath to follow an unworUiy brother>(in effect) with slander and defamation, 
and to derange his business, and ruin his fortune, legitimize, though not in terms, the 
awful weapon of false accusation, obloquy, and reproach. And the obligation to 
extricate a brother from difficulty, right or wrong," defies all remark. Suppose 
that difficulty to be, that he has betrayed his country ! Suppose it to be, that he has 
oporessed the widow, or robbed the fatherless, and is called on to refund ! 

if Andre had been a royal arch mason, and Van Wart and his companions had 
been of the same degree, acknowledging the binding effects of their obligations, must 
they not have rescued him from difficulty ? Then, if they had done so, where would 
have been West Point, and the liberties of America, and the hopes of mankind 1 

There is yet another mas<mic obligation, which, though not so directly importing 
individual crime, is, in a political point of view, of still more fearful import, tban aU 
that have proceeded. 

The Imights of the east and west, and of many other decrees, take an oath " to 
pay due obedience and e(Ubmission to all degrees beyond this, but particularly to the 
princes of the royal secret, and the supreme council of grand inspector general of 
the 93d, and reeulate myself by their determinations," &c. Now, here the 
candidate binds himself to obey the unknown decrees, of an unknown supreme 
inspectorship. 

It will be found, that all degrees of masonry, from the highest to the lowest, are 
subjected in grades of subordination, each to its superior; and the whole is united to 
this mysteriously sublime and invisible head, by an iron chain of dependence. 

This supreme council consists of nine persons. In Bernard's Light on Masomy, 
appears one of their edicte, in which, wim titles, and attributes of power and mag- 
nificence, only equalled by those of a Burmese monarch, they intimate their will to a 
Bubject world, to the two hemispheres." Let the people of these United States, 
then, well understand the fact, that 100,000 of the most active, efficient, and intelli- 
gent men, embracing almost all in office, from the president, downwards ; banded 
together with sanctions of blood, and oaths of perdition ; widi discipline, with con- 
cert, with signs of recognition, and cvphers of secret correspondence ; armed with 
the public press, and bearing, in their train, the artillery of slander, and of the 
fum of men, are united, to engross all power and influence, and to direct the 
resources of a great nation, to the separate profit of their order. This is no ^loss of 
ours ; it is their own claim, written in words at length, or necessarily imphed, in 
nearly all their documents. 

Long ago would your Committee, wading through this mire of depravity, have 
wished to quit polluted ground. But there is yet one topic, which, as it seems to them 
never to have been duly weighed by the anti-masonic public, they wish to notice. 

A part of the master's oath m Bernard's Light on Masonry, p. 63, is thus expressed : 

Furthermore, I do promise and swear, that if any part of this solemn oath or obli- 
gation be omitted at this time, that I will hold myself amenable thereunto whenever 
informed." 

Thus every master mason is, or may be, bound by his oath to observe an unknown 
oath. In addition to the topic just mentioned, it will now be seen that a mason may 
be bound to perform unheara of acts, by unsuspected obligations* 



10 OBUGATION OF MASONIC OATHSk [52 

The Committee know not how to discuss aqiiestion bo revoltmc to moral seati* 
ment as this, — whether such an oath can be binding." They hold it up rather to 
the observation of mankind, and would appeal to all, masons or not maeons, to say. 
Is not such an oath a moral abomination? 

But this part of the obligation b pregnant with further remark. The oath does 
not bind him to observe any part which may heforgottent or tmitted mistake ; 
nor has it any limitation wfaiatever : it is simply to observe any part which may be 
omitted." Therefore any part may be omitted ; and that intentionally. When a 
religious man is to be received, the sacrilegious parts may be dropped or softened : 
when an intelligent and honest statesman is a candidate, the parts may be left out 
which are hostue to civil liberty : when any one hesitates or oojects, as many have 
done, the whole may be slurred over. The Committee have no doubt but here is 
one explanation of the fact, that some masons of fair reputation are found, who deny 
that they took such oaths, and deny it in terms, which so far as can be discovered, 
seem free of equivocadon. 

If great and good men like Washington, Franklin, Fayette, and others were 
actuaUy master masons, and if they ever attended the lodge a second time, of which 
the Committee know no evidence, the solution of that fact will probably be found 
in this elastic and accommodatin|| quality of the oaths, by which they are made to fit 
every shape. As regards revolutionary men, however, such as military officers hert^ 
and our^diplomatists in Fmnce, it is not impossible that the importance of penetra- 
ting all secrets, and of guarding against possible mbchief, might justify them m keep-* 
ing a watchful eve upon the interior of the lodges. 

On the subject>of oaths obtained by compulsion, or deception, or surprise : also of 
those made upon an express or imphed condition, time foroids the Committee to do 
more than to refer the teamed to the great authorities in morals who have treated 
on those subjects. Good faith is the basts of all obligations ; and without the intent 
to swear, real or expressed, there is no oath. In whatever degree any oath is 
imposed by actual or virtual compulsion — by surprise or deception— or on an implied 
or express condition which is unperformed, the oath is void. A great authority (a) 
puts a case exactly apposite to masonry ; that is, a person who has brought us very 
agreeable news is promised a reward : but if it turns out that the news is false, the 
promise fails. 

There is a further consideration regarding all iUegal oaths ; and all that are anunst 
good morals, or of mischievous tendency, which has but lately occurred to the Com- 
mittee in the particular point of view in which it b now presented. It is thb : that 
the fact of taking or adminbtering such oaths, b a misdemeanor at the common law. 
The candidate who takes the oath ; and not the pi^siding master only, but every 
member of the lodge willingly assisting, b liable to indictment and punishment. The 
Committee present this to the convention as a great and preservative principle of our 
institutions. It is one which is believed to fumbh the best and happiest solution of 
the great question, How shall masonry, when once put down, and when the public 
watchfulness becomes relaxed, be prevented from an insidious revival?'* Forgetting 
thh wise and sanitary provbion of our birthright common law, some have sought 
from the legblatures, a statute remedy^ It is unnecessary. No lodae can exist for 

, any mat length of time, nor embrace many members, without beingknown. It will 
thenhe possible for a grand jury to find and examine the old and new members ; by 
detailed examinations, to sift out every' fact, and by cautious industry, thread all 
mazes of masonic secrecy. The Committee think that this power of liie grand 

juries should be extensively made known, and should be directiy acted upon, 
wherever grand juries can be assembled who are not fettered by masoiuc obligations. 
It should be acted upon hy way of practice and preparation, and for the purpose of 
exemplifyinij^ the power and establbhing the principle, even though it should result 
that no admission of members have taken place. Thb will save the necessity of any 

.such resort to new remedies, as might awaken a just fear of new precedents and 
violent changes. Thus, there is ever at htmd an unfailing remedy : it applies against 
mU secret associations alike : it will for ever fumbh to free institutions the best of all 
possible defences, against their most besetting dangers. 
In closing their report, the Committee beg leave to remark, that if they have 



(a) PafTeadorf, ia the chapter above cited. 
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•eemed to he prolix, they could not think it allowable, to treat ligbtlv or ohtcurely, 
a subject connected so deeply with the foundations of civil order and moral obliga- 
tion, as this which has been committed to them. It is felt, that no man of right moral 
sentiment could approach the subject, without a reverential regard to its importance, 
and a deep sentiment of the responsibility of rightly discriminating between sacred 
things, and the profanation of them. 

On the one side, cries are every where raised of moral perjury.*^ It is believed 
that this convention, and all good citizens, feel a deep sense of obligation, to the 
fearless and virtuous men, who in the face not of death merely, but of infinite calumny 
and reproach, revealed the secrets of masonry. Those men acted from an impuke 
of virtue, and generally without time for advisement But it has beeii most fateful 
to your Committee, to find in every step of their investigations^ that the pnnciples 
wmch are here presented, and which vindicate the conduct of their excellent friends, 
have been announced from age to age, and published bjtiie most wise and venerated 
teachers of morals; and moreover by the oracles of divine truth. 

But the most important of all consequences is, that if these principles are right; 
masonry must fall. 

The institution lives on mystery and secrecy, and these depend on the oaths. 
Multitudes who abhor the institution, are prevented by conscientious scruples, from 
renouncmg its authority and revealing its secrets. But when once it comes to be 
ceoerallv felt that no such oaths are obligatory, the bond 6( union will be broken. 
It is broken already. The cement of the masonic temple it dissolved; tiie arches 
are falling, and the doors are u^imged; and all the aboniinatiottf of the inner 
recesses, are openly exposed to tiie observance of ntankind. 



UNITED STATES 



ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 



Tke Committee of seceding maions, of which Mr. Thaeher ia chairman, and which 
Committee^ by resolution of Thursday, the 16th of SeptemAer, were instructed and 
empowered to prepare a summary of the prominent points in each degree, whxn time 
miM permit, after the rising of the convention, have furnished, through Mr, Ward 
ana Mr. Armstrong, members of said Committee, thefiUowing Report : 

By an oath to the Father of Spirits, freemasons require the life, and think to pledge 
the soul of each brother^ for the securitv of their 'mysteries. Our apology for 
despising the penalties of freemasonry, will be read in our disclosures. These will 
show the masonic system to be sinful; such as we are not bound to sustain by 
religious obligations. An oath, ia a religious obligation; but neither moral nor 
religious obligations, neither a promise nor an oath, can bind us to disobey God. 

The system of freemasonry, m the first three degrees, dates from creation, and 
represents itself to have come from Moses and Solomon, and the apostles ; but the 
wimess is false, and we cannot beaJr it, without a breach of the ninth conmiandmMit. 
The system of freemasonry lightly uses the name of the Lord our Grod ; we cannot 
uphold it, and be guiltless of taking the name of the Lord in rain. The system of 
freemasonry exacto the life of its candidates, which we cannot defend, without viola- 
ting the sixth commandment of the decalogue. 

We present freemasonry, not as it was fifty or a hundred years ago, but as it is 
now ; not as Franklin and Washington received it, but as it was eiven to us in their 
^reat names. * Secret societies tend fast to corruption, and speculative masonry, in 
Its short day, has made a rapid procress. It has materially degenerated in this 
country within the last forty years. What it has been, each may inquire for himself; 
but what it is now, we know, and here set forth. Having experimental acquain- 
tance with it, as it now exists, in Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecti- 
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Mar^and, we find it uniform 
throughout, and declare it to be in the main, fairly set forth in Light on Masonry.** 

OF THE LODGES. . 

The whole system is made up of what are termed degrees of the order. These 
are forty-three and more, in this country. The symbolic lodges confer the first three 
degrees(a). The room in which a symbolic lodge is held, represents the most holy 
place of King Solomon's temple. Tlie principal officers are, the worshipful master, 
and the senior and iunior wardens. Lod^^es are controlled by grand lodges, as the 
chureh is by eeneral assemblies, convocations, and conferences. 

The oldest lodffe in these states, is St. John's Lodee, Boston, established by the 
grand lodge of England, A. D. 1733. Prior to the declaration of American Inde- 
pendence, in 1776, the provincial lodges were dependent upon the British grand 
lodges. During, and after the revolution, the several states formed independent 



(a> The four succeeding, are nsnally conferred by the chapter. Then the arrangement of 
the oegtt^ becomes confused ; but,'for this time, we follow nearly the Ahiman Rezon, of Mary- 
land, 1836, and pat the degrees conferred by the encampment, from the seventh to the elevenUi ; 
and the degrees conferred by the coandl of the Trini^, from the eleyenth to the foorteenth. 
The foorteenth to the twenty-fouth, inclnsive, are oonferred by the snblime grand lodge of 
perfection. The twenty-fifth and twenty-sizth, b^ the council of princes of Jerusalem ; from the 
twenty'MTenth to the rorty-third, inclusive, are given by the inspectors, who are sovereigns of 
masonry, for life. 



2 REPORT OF SECEDING MASONS; [55 

grand lod§M, and eteh stale now has a grand odge, as much as it has a state legis- 
lature ; and tne meetings of the grand lodge, and of the state lef;islature, are usually 
simultaneous. In 1822, an attempt was made to form a federal grand lodge for the 
United States. The grand lodge of Tennessee, in vain renewed tm attempt, in 1829. 

In the process of taking the degrees, no person knows, or can know, masonicaUy, 
any sign, or word, or token, or oath, of any degree of masonry, above the degree he 
has taken, because such knowledge could only be had in violation of masonic obUga^ 
lions. Each decree of masonry comprises an obligation, or a j^nalty, the design of 
which is, to bind the eandidate to the observance of an inviolable secrecy of all 
masonic transactions. .On receiving the obligation of an entered apprentice, which 
is the first degree of masonry, the candidate is prepared in a manner which is 
termed, masonically, neither naked nor dothid^ barefoot nor sJiod, hood-wnked^ and 
loith a eabU'tow round his fiecJt;." Thus prepared, ne is made firat to kneel for the 
benefit of a lodge prayer; he is then instructed to kneel before the masonic altar, on 
his left knee, to put his left hand under the bible, and his right hand on the open 
bible, square, and compasses, in which situation he takes the obligation, by repeating 
the woras after the master of the lodge. The master addresses the candidate thus : 
«< Mr. , you are now placed in a proper position to take upon you the solemn 
oath or obligation of an entered apprentice mason, which I assure you, is neither to 
affect your religion nor politics. If it b of your own free will and accord, that ^ou 
thus present yourself, repeat your name, and say, after me." The following obliga- 
tion IS then administered : I, — , of my own free will and accord, in presence of 
Almighty God, and this worshipful lodge of free and accepted masons, dedicated to 
God, and held forth to the holy order of Saint John, do here)>v and hereon, most 
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will always hail, ever conceal, and 
never reveal any part or parts, art or arts, point or points of the secrets, arts, and mys- 
teries of ancient freemasonry which I have received, am about to receive, or may be 
hereafter instructed in, to any person or persons in the known world, except it be a 
true and lawful brother mason,, or within the body of ajust and lawfully constituted 
lodge of such, and not unto him, or unto them, whom I shall hear so to be, but unto 
him and them only, whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial, and due examina- 
tion, or lawful information. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not 
write, print, stamp, stain, hew, cut,, carve, indent, paint, or engrave it, on any thing 
moveable or immoveable, under the whole canopy of heaven, whereby, or whereon 
the least letter, figure, character, marit, stain, shadow, or resemblance of the same, 
may become legible or intelligible to myself or any other person in the known 
world, whereby the secrets of masonry may be unlawfully obtained, through my 
unworthiness. To all which I do most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, 
without the least equivocation^ mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me 
whatsoever; binding myself under no less penal^, than to have my throat cut 
across, my tongue torn out by the roots, and my body buried in the rough sands 
of the sea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twen^- 
four hours. So help me God, and keep me steadfast, in the due performance of the 
same." 

After taking the obligation', the candidate is brought to light, by uncovering his 
eyes, at the command of the most worshipful master,* profanely issued in the words 
of the Almiehnr, let there be lights ^ and as the bandage faJk, the master adds, 

there toas ligM!** He is then taught the first step of a mason, together with the 
sign, grip, and word, Boaz, in the manner which is accurately explained in Morgan's 
Illustrations, and in light on Masonry. 

In taking the second or fellow-craft's degree, the candidate is attu^d in the prepa- 
ration room, as at first, with slight variations. He is brought to more light in nuuonryf 
by the removal of hu hood, and the profane use of the same words of Scripture. 
The obligation of this degree, comprises the following points : " I will not give the 
degree of a fellow-craft mason to any one of an inferior decree ; I will support the 
constitution of the grand lodge, under which this lodge is neld, and conform to all 
the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this, or any other lodge, of which I may at any 
time hereafter become a member, as far as in my power; I will obey all regular 
signs and summonses, given, handed, sent, or thrown to me by the hand of a brother 
feuow-craft mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such^ 
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?royid6€l it be within the length of my cable-tow, or square and angle of my work«** 
*he penalty attached to this obligation is, to have my left breast torn open, and 
my heart and vitals taken from thenee, and thrown over my left shoulder, and carried 
into the valley of Jehoshaphat, there to become a prey to the wild beasts of the field, 
and vultures of the air, if ever I should prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of 
this, my solemn oath or obligation, of a fellow-craft mason. So help me God, 
and keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same." 

This degree of masonry has its pass- word, sign, grip, and word. The pass-word 
is Shibboleth ; the word is Jachin. 

In the third degree, called " the $Miime degru of a master nuuon,** the candidate is at- 
tired in the preparation room, with hood-wink, cable- tow, indispensables, and slippers ; 
he is brought to further light in masonry by the same process used to bring him to 
light," and, then, to more light in masonry." He is told that, as in the first degree, on 
coming to light, he saw both points' of the compassed concealed beneath the square, 
it was to signify, that he was yet ignorant of two principal points of masonry ; that 
as he also saw in the fellow-crafts' degree, one iM>int of the compasses above the 
square, and the other beneath, it was to denote his ignorance of yet one material | 
point of masonry ; but, as in this, the third degree, he sees both points of the com- 
passes elevated above the square, it denotes that he is about to receive all the light 
which can be ^iven him in a master's lodge. 
The obligation of this degree, comprises the following points : « 
I promise and swear, that I will not wrong this lodge, or a brother of this degree, 
to the value of one cent, knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my 
power to prevent it. I promise and swear, that a master mason's secrets, given to 
me^ in charge, as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as secure and j 
inviolable in my breast, as in his own, when communicated to me, mnrder and trea- | 
son excepted, and these left to my own election. I promise and swear, that I will 
not violate the chastity of a master mason's wife, mother, sister, or daughter, I 
knowing them to be such, nor suffer it to be done by others if in my power to prevent 
it. I promise and swear, that I will go on a master mason's errand, whenever 
required, even should I have to go barefoot and bareheBd,if within the length my 
cable-tow, (mystically three miles.) ' 

«| I promise, and swear, that if any part of this, my solemn oath or obHgatiott be 
omitted at this time, I will hold myself amenable thereunto, whenever informed. 
To all which I do most solemnly and sineerely promise and swear, with a fixed and 
steady purpose of mind in me, to keep and perform the same, binding myself under 
no less penalty^ than to have my body severed in two in the midst, and divided to the 
north and south, my bowels burnt to ashes in the centre, and the ashes scattwed to 
the four winds of heaven, that there might not the least trace of remembrance 
remain among men or masons of so vile and peijured a wretch as I should be, were 
I ever to prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of this my solemn oath or obliga- 
tion of a master mason. So help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due per- 
formance of the same." 

**I promise and swear that I will not give the master's word, which I shall here- 
after receive, neither in the lodge, nor out of it, except it be on the five points of feHow- 
ship, and then not above my breath; I promise and swear that I will not give the grand 
hailing sign of distress, except I am m jreal distress, or for the braefit of the craft, 
when at work ; and should I ever see that sign given, or hear the word accompany- 
ing it, and should the person who gave it appear to be in distress, I will fly to his 
relief at the risk of ray life, should there be a greater probability of saving his life 
than of losing my own. I promise and swear Uiat I wul not speak evil of a brother 
master mason, behind his back or before his face ; but I wul apprise him of all 
approaching danger, if in my power. I promise and swear that I will always 
remember a brother master mason, when on my knees, offering up my devotions 
to Almighty God." - o r ^ 

After this he is made to kneel down and pray : is assaulted, mystically killed, and 
twice buried by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum; raised to fife mfter fifteen days corrup- 
tion, by kmg Solomon, and gifted with the awful word, mah J hah ! bone f as a substi- 
tute for the real word of a master mason, until future generations find out the true 
nmd. This the candidate is led to search for in the deeper mysteries of masonry. 
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ROYAL ARCH MASONRY. 

The four next degrees in tiie ni7«tery, are committed in this coantnr alone to a 
masonic government called Chavtert for the primary body, Qnmi Chapter for a 
state, and General Qrand Chapter for tiie federal union* The mystery of the chaptor 
pretends to have come, in part, from heaven, by Moses, Solomon, and Zembbabef, to 
this generation ; but it is certain that the primeval chaoUr was institnled, A. 
1747, at Arras, in France ; that Moses Michael Hayes, a Jew, introduced it with the 
still deeper mysteries into this country by a patent, dated 6th of December, 1778 ; 
that the first mention of a Chapter of masons in thb couitry, which we have been 
able to find, was in 1796 ; that the first €hra$id Chapter was instituted at Philadelphia, 
A. D. 1797, and the first for the northern states at Hartford, January, 1798; and 
that the first' Qenend Qrand Chaj^er of the United States was instituted at the city 
of New York, 6th June, 1816. We introduce these factt to show the unbhishmg 
effrontery of royal arch masoni^, and to enable our readers the better to appredale 
the rites and obligations which follow. 

The room in which a chapter meets, is called the most |ioly place. The three 

Sriucipal officers of the chapter, are the most excellent high priest after the order of 
[elchisedek, and the excellent king, and the excellent scribe. The mark master's 
degree is the fourth in masonry, and the first in the chapter. In it the candidate is 
required toplay a very foolish part, and then to keep it a secret under the oath and 
penalty. He b caused to swear in the following words : 

** In addition to my former obligations, I do promise and swear dmt I wiU support 
the constitution of the general grand royal arch chapter of this state, under which 
this lodge is held, and conform to all the by-laws, rmes, and regulations, of this, or 
any other lodee of mark master masons, of which I may at any time hereafter be- 
come a member. Furthermore d6 I promise^ tliat I wul' not sell, swap, barter, or 
exchange my mark, (a) which I shaH nereafter choose, nor send it a second time to 
pledge, until it b lawfully redeemed from the firfit. Furthermore do I promise and 
swear, that I will receive a brother's mark when offered to me, requesting a favour, 
and grant him his request if in my power ; and if it is not m my power to grant hia 
request, IwiU return his mark with the value thereof, which is a naif shekel of silver, 
or a quarter of a dollar. To all which I do most solemnly cnvear, under no less 
penalty than to have my right ear smote off^, and my right band chopped off as an 
impostor, if I should prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of tnis my solemn 
oath or obligation of a mark master mason. So help me Gk>d, and make me steadfast 
to keep and perform the same." 

The candidate for past-master, the second degree of the chapter, is made a mirthful 
butt for all the brethren, whieb. in addltico to nis other obligations, ha is sworn to 
keep secret under penalty of leaving his tongue split from tip to root. 

The penalty of the most excellent master's aegree is, to have my breast torn 
open, and my heart and vitals taken from thence and exposed to rot on a dunsrUll, 
ir ever 1 violate any pan of tins my soleaui oath or obligation ef a most exoelleat 
master mason- So help i^e God, and make me steadfast to keep and perform the 
same." 

The obligation of the royal arch degree of masdnry contains the foMowing dauae^ 
in addition to the former obligations : 

I do promise and swear^^ that I will not give the grand omnific royal arch word, 
which I snail hevaafter receive, neither in the chapter nor out of it, except there be 
present two companions, royal aroh maeons, w1m> with myself asaka thnie» and then 
by three times three under a living ardi, not above my breath. Furthermore, that 
I will not reveal the ineffable characters belonging to this degree, nor retain the key 
to them in my possession, but destroy it whenever it cornea to my sight; that! 
will aid and assist a companion royal arch mason« when engaj^ed in any difficulty, 
and espouse his eansoi sofor as to extricate him from the same, if it be in my power, 
whedier he be right or wrong. Also, that I will promote a companion royal aich 
mason's political preferment, hi preference to another of equal qualification." In 
some chapters, the foregoing dense is thus adaunlstered : Fuithermore do I pro- 



(a) A seorat tsken oommonfy impresnd upon soase netd, which token each mark master is 
^•qoued to select for himself, and to register it in the lodge. 

I 

I 
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mise and swear, that I will vote for a companion royal arch mason, before any other 
of eqaal qualifications." In other chapters, this clause of the obligation is altogether 
omitted : Furthermore do I promise and swear, that a companion roTul arch 
mason's secrets, given to me in charge as such, and knowing him to oe such, 
shall remain as secure and inviolable in my breast, as in his own, tnurder and 
tmuoa not excepted.*^ The last clause, is sometimes varied, thus : All the secrets 
of a companion, without exception or, whatsoever." All which I most solemnly 
and sincerely promise and swear, with a firm and steadfast resolution to perform the 
same; without any equivocation, mental reservation, or 'self-evasion of mind in me 
whatsoever. Binding myself under no less penalty, than that of having my skull 
smote off, and my brains exposed to the scorching rays of the sun, should i ever, 
knowingly or wilfully, violate or transgress any part of this my solemn oath or 
oblication of a royal arch mason. So help me God, and keep me steadfast .in the due 
performance of toe same."(a) 

The grand omnific royal arch word, " long lost hut now fomd,*^ is jah-buh-lvn. 
Candidates are instructed to understand that this word signifies God, in three diffe- 
rent laikguages, (i. e.) Hebrew, Chaldaic, and Syriac, and uiat it is the true word of a 



(a) The cypher ailladed to In the oath, k the nme A. Bnnr wed in bis conspiraey. Bolicitotts to ftuniata it 
in the moat penqilcttOQe manner, one of the committee obtained the following letter : 

Dkar Sir, 

In compliance with your request, I take mat pleasure in ftmuflhinfi the royal arch c^her, 
wUk akBfto it." Tne cypher consists of combinations of risht angles, in various attitndes, 

with the aadition of a dot, or point, to each. The key is thus deuneated, and when vaderstood, 

explains the mystery to the commonest capaoi^. 

Being disseetod, it fonns thirteen distinct eharscteis, thus: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 la 

JUU3DC1 nrv/NX 

A point placed within each, gives thirteen more, thns : 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

JULSDEinrV AX 

Making a total of twenty-six ; just eqaal to the nnmbei of letters u& the English alphabet. 
/ There are two ways, at least, of combining and using these characters, for the purposes oi 

secret c^tnespondence. One method, b to call the first sign, ^ a; the same with a point 
b ; Ac* Another is to apply them, in theur regular course, to the first half of the alphabet 
J a; ^ b; and soon, to m; after which, repeat them with a dot, beginning with ^ a 
U o; to^ z. 
The alphabet, according to the first method, stands thus : 

abcdefffh ij*klmnopqrs t 

jjuuLLfiaaocEnnnnrrvv 

u y w z y z. 

AA»« 

Acoordbg to tiie second method, thus: 
abc d e firhij klmno pqrst uvwxri 

juL.3DcnnrvA><juL3oc-nnrvA>< 

Application as per first example. 
I _greet thee Brother Boaz! 

□ arLLv jrnvaLr dnj<i 

I am, respectfully yonn, JARVIS F. HANKS, 

Lou BighPfieitefWdb Chafter, CUaveUmd, Mo, 



8 lUlPORT OF SECEDING MASONS* [59 

magon. The pasf-woid of thk dagfee, by which a royal aivh maioii makM hiiiiielf 
known to a companion, is, I am that i am.'* Thus should a companion ask a 
itran§;er, Are you a royal arch mason V* and the answer should be, am that I 
amj'* thb would be masonically an affirmative answer. After the oath the candi-* 
dates are conducted three times around the room, and then are caused to kneel down 
and pray, and also to thank God that they are ^« laid imdernew and 9tr<mger Miga^ 
Hons oJwUut and hoUnesaP* They arise and trayel again. A mock representation 
of the burning bush is presented to them, and a yoice is heard utterinc the words of 
Jehovah to Moses : Draw not nigh hither ; put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place where thou standest is holy spround. I am the God of thy fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face, for he 
was afraid to look upon God.*' The candidates* shoes are put olT, and their eyes 
are covered to suit the actipn to the wtmls. The scene suddenly shifts to the 
destruction of Jerusalem br Nebuchadnezzar. The breaking down of the walls is 
ikured by overthrowing the candidates, amidst the ^ of cannon balk, feet, and 
chairs. Another change brings them in hood-winked, captives on their way from 
Babylon to Jerusalem, to rebuild the temple. They are introduced with the words, 

/ wiU kad the blind til a way they knew not," &c. They are conducted beneath the 
locked hands of the companions, forming a double line, and are bidden to atoop 
hw; he that humbleth huMdf$haU be exaUed." That the hope of exaltation may be 
inversehr measured by the lowliness of the stoop, the brethren usually bear the can- 
didate down prostrate upon the floor. 

This journey is caUea the rufged road; and to make it indeed so, suitable stum- 
bling blocks are laid for the bhndfolded ; but as all this represents the pious desire 
of the Je wbh captives in Babylon, to return and build the temple -of Jerusalem, 
the candidates are caused three several times to kneel and implore the divine 
guidance and protection, amidst the self-laid dangers of the way ! They pass the 
different veils of the tabemade, by the use of the name of the Ahnighty, and by 
imitating, through their conductor, the signs whidi Moses was divinely directed 
to exhibit in the court of Pharaoh. They discovei* the ark of the covenant, and 
expose its pretended contents, with repeated exclamations of holihess to 
Lord." 

In a brief outUne of masonry, it is impossible to represent all the profanity of 
the rojral arch chapter. The grip, the grand haiimg sign, &c. are correcuy described 
I in £dght on Masonry." 

ORDERS OF MASONIC KNIGHTHOOD.— ENCAMPMENTS. 

The encampment is the third reeion in the descent to the mystical Tartarus. It 
embraces three degrees. It has for its chief officers, a most eminent grand com- 
mander, a generalissimo, a captain-general, and a prelate, each with the title of 
eminent. The state administration is committed to each grand encampment, And 
the national administration, to the general grand encampment of the United States. 
The first mentioned grand encampment to otur knowledge, in the United States, 
convened at Philadelphia, the 12th of May, A. D. 1797. A convention held at Pro- 
vidence, Rhode Island, May 5th, 1805, organized a United States* grand encamp- 
ment ; but the federal grand encampment was instituted at the city of New York, 
in the same month and year, with the federal grand royal ardi chapter, June 22d, 
1816. 

The traditions of the masonic encampment, make it come from the cfedvalrie 
knights of the crusades ; but history traces its origin to the city of Lyons, in France, 
and to the year of our Lord 1743. 

The penalty of the degree of knights of the red cross, the first degree of the en- 
, campment, b to have my house torn down, the timbers thereof set up, and I hanged 
thereon, and when the last trunap shall blow, to be for ever excluded from the society 
, of all true and courteous knisnts, should I ever wilfully or knowingly violate anv 
I part of this my solemn obligation, of knight of said red cross. So help me God, 
and make me steadfast to keep and perform the same.** 

In the knight templar and knight of Malta degrees, the can^date is put in retire- 
ment for a season, masonically termed the ehamher of reJketuHu He travels in pil- 
I grim*s weeds three mystic years. He is then sworn, m addition to his previous obli- 
gations, in the following words : " I will answer and obey all due signs and regular 
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•ummooiei, which •hall be givwi or tent to ihe froalnf^Blfea' MwsBipBMiitti of knightB 
templart, if wkfain the diittance of forty ttilei;«><4iatufal iBfimntiM mad unaYoidafole 
accidents only ezeosing me. I will help, aid, and aniet with mr couuel, niT pone, 
and my sworo, all poor and indigent knight templars, so lar as truth, honoar, 
and justice may warrant. I wfll go the dustanee of forty ndles, even barefoot, and 
en frosty ground, to sate the life, and relieve the distresses of a worthy knight* I 
will wield my sword in defence of umocent yirgins, deetitute widows, helpless orphmns, 
and the Christian religion. Binding myself under no less potalty^ than to haire my 
head struck off, and placed on the highest spiro in Christendom, should I knowingly 
or wiUUlly, violato any part oi this my solemn obligntioa of a knight templar. So 
help me 6od,'* &c. 

He then spends three mysticyears in warfare, for " ihnoeent wrgim, duUhOe widoum^ 
keipkis arfium»j and the CknOUm religion.** Placed at the foot of a triangidar 
table, (on which a coffin is laid, surmounted with the bible, and the whqle crowned 
with a death's head and cross-^bones, while twelve tapers, ropreseating the twelve 
apostles, arranged in the form of a triangle, tine the edgp of the tabto,)tM candidate 
is made to extinguish one taper, for a figoro of the death of Judas. He then drinks 
' four libations, following the words of the most eminent. To prepare him for the 
ftfdi libation, he k seat on a year's pilcrimage, with a hiunan skull m one bandt tmd 
. a lithted taper in the other. He beholds tlw ascension of the Lord in transpareney, 
and bears the aathem : 

« The rising God fonakes the tomb." 

Suitable passagee are read from the New Testanumt. He ie then returned to ^e foot 
^ the table, and required to drink the fifth Mbation, as aa emblem of the bittor cup 
of leadi, from which, even the Saviour of the woild, notwithstanding his ardant 
prtym and solidtBtians, wae not e]seaqpted«" The passion scene el toe garden of 
Gttheenume, is read hom the evaageliet, with emphasis upon the words, **HtaomUy 
FiAer, ki me cur pose fmn mt^** after which, the grand coonmnder taken the 
crewa of a human skufl, poors wine intott, and gives the candidaceto drink, at the 
aeaclusiott of the followiag obligatiop, refMted a&r the most eminent commander : 

This pure wine I now take, in testimony of my belief of the mortality of th^ 
body and die faunortidity of the soul. And may thss libation appear as a wit^ 
•neis against me, both bore and hereafter; and, as die sias of the world wera Uud 
on the head of the Saviour, so may all the sins committed by the person whoee 
skull tiiis was, be heaped upon my head, in addition to mv own, should I ever 
knowingly or wilfoQjr viehito or transgress any obligatk>nf ttat I have heretofore 
taken, take at this time* or shall at any future period take, in relation to any 
degree of masonry, or order of knighthood. So help me €k>d." Thb is called 
the sealed obligation, because it is a seal upon all masonic obligations, and is 
coasidered more binding than any other special obticadon. 

The candidato is then dubbed, and furnished wim the due guard, penitent's 
pais, hailing sign, gri^, and word of a masonic tomplar. The word is Golgotha, 
and the gnmd hailing sign of distress is made, by the templar's throwing himself into 
the attitude of our Saviour nailed to the cross. 

The kn%ht of Malta is known by sij^ns and words of profhnity, surpassing, in some 
respects, any before given; they consist ^f a representation of the interview between 
our blessed Saviour and Thomas, after die resurrection. Reach hither thy finger» 
and behold my hands*" Sdc- 

COUNCILS- 

The next government in the pit of freemasonry, Tielow the entampmont, is caUed 
a eottodl. In the darkness of these regions^ sensible approach is made towards 
dboM. The first council is that of the Trinity ; it embraces three dearess. 

1st. Knights of the Christian mark, and guards of the conclave. They swear, in 
disse words : I will protect and support the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
feed them, if hungrv, give them drink, if thirsty, if naked, clothe diem with gar- 
UMmts, teash theai, if ignorant, and admoaish them for their aoed. All diis I pro^ 
nuke in the name of the Father, Soui and Holy Ghost, and n I perform it not^ Imt 
me be .^jiaAesia Manmratha^ AwUh^na Maran-athaJ* 

They clothe the candidate in a v^te robe, saying : " He thatbelievath tuid'enda- 
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wth onto the end, the same shall oyereome? and I will eaiue his iajqaities to pass 
from him, and he shall dwell in my presenee for ever and ever. Take away his 
filthy garments, and clothe him with a change of raiment ; for he that overeometh, 
the same shall be elothed in white raiment, and his name shall be written in die 
book of life, and I will confess hb name before my Father, and his holy angeb,'* 
&c. His lips are tonehed by a live coal from the altar^ saying 2 All toy sins are 
removed, and thy ini^ties blotted out." He is sealed in the forehead one of the 
144,000, who have passed through great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blockl of the Lamb, which was slain from the founda- 
tkm of the worid.*' The officers of tibis degree, ♦* represent the Almighty, both 
the Father and the Son; two archangels; the six men whom Eaekiel saw in 
vision, as recorded in the ninth chapter of his prophecies; the recording angel, 
who inscribes in the book of life the names of the sealed ;" an angel conductor, 
aud an augel guard. The candidate represents a saint, and his initiation into llie 
coDdave the reception of "a saint into heayen, not through the mmu of the 
Redeemer, but on account of his own good works. The whole decree is bias* 
phemy; a burlesque on divine reyelation, on heaven, holiness, and God.'^(a) 

2d. KnightB of the holy sepulchre. The candidates kneel at the foot of the altar. 
The prelate takes the bread, and says : Brethren, eat ye all of this bread, in love, 
that ye may learn to support each other.*' He then takes the cup, and says: 
"Drink ye all of thb cup, to ratify the vow that ye have made, and learn to sustain 
one another." 

dd. The degree of the holy and thrice illustrious order of the cross,*' denominated 
the council of the Trinity. The brother of this degree, is recommended by his 
neret mark, to the confidence of all those throughout the world, who can truJhr 
ind deservedly say, ** I tm a CkrisHan.^^ This secret mark is the initials, I. H. ». 
Baal Sha Lisha, / am the Lord.^^ One clause of the obUgation of this degree is, 

I farther swear, diat should I know another to violate tMiy essential part of this 
obligatien, I will use my most decided endeavours, by the blessing of God, to 
hriii§ such person to the strictest and most condign punishment, agreeably to the 
ntles and usages of onr most ancient fraternity ; and this, by pointmg him out to 
the world as an unworthy vagabond, by opposing his interest, by deranging his 
httsiaess, bj transiSBrring his character after him, wherever he may go, and by 
exposing him to the contmipt of the whole firatemity, and of the world, but of 
«r ilhistrioiM order more especially, during his whole natural life." The penalty 
of this obligationr is, To die the death of a traitor, by having a'^spear thrust 
ilto my left side." In a third obligation of this degree, are die foUowin^ clauses : 

I do now, by the honour and power of the mark of the holy aud illustrious 
wder of the cross, solemnly swear, that I do hereby accept of, and wiU for ever 
eoQgider the cross and mark of this order, as my only hope, that I win make it 
the test of faith and fellowship ; I swear to advance my brother's best interest, 
by always supporting his mililary fame, and political preferment, in opposition to 
aay other. I swear to look on his enemies as my enemies, his friends as my friends, 
ttd stand forth to mete out tender kindness &r vengeance accordingly. I swear to 
keep my brother's secrets, both when delivered to me as such, and when the 
nature of the information is such, as to require secrecy for his welfare. To all 
thisf and to every part thereof, I do now, as before, solemnly, and in truth, bind 
aad oblteate my soul ; and, also, in the earthly penalties, to wit, that for the viola- 
tioa of the least matter or parfkle of any of the heretofore obligations, I become 
the silent and mute subject of the displeasure of the illustrious order, and have 
their power and wrath turned on my head, to my destruction and dishonor, which, 
^ the nail of Ja^ may be the sure end of an unworthy wretch. To all this 
I »wear." 

THE SUBLIME GEAM> LODGE OF PERFECTION. 

Aecordkig to the best maps of the modem j^e6tfs, the lodge o{ perfection occupies 
^ region beneath the profane council of the Trinity ; but, some place it below 
^ chapter, and en the same level with the encampment. No man can reach the 



(a) Noble D. Strong. 
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deeper myBteries of masonry in tbb country, without firaf becoming a royal arcl 
mason. But, when this degree is taken, there are different roads to the furthe 
degrees. A royal arch mason may enter the lodge of perfection, and deeeend to thi 
ineffable degree of grand elect, perfect, and sublime mason or he may go intc 
the masonic encampment, and take the degrees of knighthood, and then enter tfti^ 
lodge of perfection. Thb lodge contains eleven degrees, called the 

INEFFABLE DEGREES OF PERFECTION. 

On the degree of secret master,*' which is the first of the eleven ineffable degrees 
the obligation binds the candidate, to obey the orders and decrees 6f the council o 
princes of Jerusalem, under penalty of the penalties of all former 'degrees." 

The obligation of ferftct master,'^ which is the second degree of the lodge o 
perfection, binds the candidate to secrecy, under the penalties of aU his former obli 
gations, concluding with Amen, four times. 

The obligation of the degree of intimate secretary," bhids the candidate to secrecy 
.and obedience to the mandates and decrees of the grand council of princes of Jem 
salem, under penalty of haying his body dissected, bowels taken out, -heart cut ii 
pieces, and the whole thrown to the wild beasts of the field. In taking this degree 
the candidate is arrested by Hiram, king of Tyre, dragged from the anti-chamber 
into the lodge room, before king Solomon, and^ condemned to death, for being dis 
covered in an attitude of listening, to obtain the secrets of the grand council, but i 
afterwards pardoned, on condition of taking the oath of secrecy. 

The obligation of the degree of** provost and judge^" concludes with a penalty o 
all the penalties of the former degrees. 

The obligation of the degree of ** intendant of ike hiUding," or nuuter in Israel,^ 
has dus penalty : ** To have the body severed m two, and the bowels taken out u 
which the candidate says. Amen, 

In the obligation of the ** elected knight of nine,** the candidate swears thus : **' ] 
do solemnly swear, in the presence of Almighty God, that I will revenge the assassi 
nation of our worthy master, Hiram Abiff, not only on the murderers, but, also, on al 
who may betray the secrets of this lodge : (a) and if I violate this, my obligation, ] 
consent to be struck with the dreadful poniard of vengeance now nresented to me 
and to have my head cut off, and stuck on the highest pole or pinacle, in the easten 
part of the world, as a monument of my villany." Amen, four times. 

The obligation of the ** illustrious elected of fifteen,** has this condusion: " I con 
sent and agree, to have my body opened perpendicularly 6nd horizontally, and 
exposed to the aur for eight hours, mat the flies may prey on the entrails ; also 
to have my head cut off, and placed on the highest pinnacle in the world ; and tc 
be ready to inflict the same penalty on all who disclose the secrets of Uiis degree.' 

The penalty of the degree of ** illustrious knighta,** is, to have my body cut in 
• quarters.** 

On the degree of ^and master architect,** the penalty of the obligation is the same 
. as the last above mentioned, <* to have the body cut in quarters." 

In the degree of. ** knights of the ninth arch,** the candidate swears to double his 
assiduity and zeal, on penalty of all former obligations ; and, in case of failure, that 
his body may be exposed to the beasts of the forest as a prey. ** So God maintain 
me in my present obligation." 

In receiving the last degree, in the lod|e of perfection, the candidate is informed 
of its utility and importance, and that it will prepare him for futurity. The penalty 
of this degree is, to have the body cut open, and the bowels torn out, and given to 
the vultures for food. In this degree the candidate enters a deep-vaulted cavern, 
and brings up from thence the triangle of perfection, deposited by Enoch, the seventfa 
from Adam, glittering with precious stones, on which is engraved the ineffable name 
of the Supreme Being, which he is sworn never to repeat, during his natural life ; and 
after being anointed with holv (masonic) oil, on the head, lips, and breast, Uie can- 
didate receives three signs, three guard-words, and three pass-words, and is pro- 
nounced, " grand dect, perfect, andsublime mason.** 

Descending into the pit, the masonic dominion next beneath the sublime grand 



(a) It has been administerad **onjaUwho betray the secrets masonry,** 
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lodgeof perfection, according to the Ahiman Rezon of Maryland, 1826, is called the 
''cmmcU of princes of JemiaUm.*' We speak of this, as men siyrom in the prece- 
ding lodge, to obey tne orders issued from it. . The law of death to the seoeder, is 
published in the first degree of masonry ; in the lodge of perfection, executioners 
are sworn to avenge the violation of masonic law ^ and the council of the princes 
of Jerusalem are Uie acknowledged superiors, whose orders, perfect and sub- 
lime masons are positively sworn to obey. There is method in this madness ; one 
spirit animates the whole system. The sovereign inspectors-general cap the inverse 
climax of the masonic powers, and rule from the siunace to the centre of the mys- 
tery. Their pecuUar province extends from the twenty-seventh to the forty-third 
degree ; their dominion began, A. D. 1758 ; iheir capital lies beneath the canopy of 
the zenith;" and their proclamations are addressed to both hemispheres.** 

Besides the regular degrees of the various principalities of freemasonry, many 
hmorary degrees are appended to different parts of the system. We notice only two, 
attached to the symbohc lodges. 

Ist. The test degree,*' instituted since Morgan's death, to prevent the admission 
of his masons into the lodges. It has a lecture, a sign, a grip, a word, and an oath. 
The word is los, that is, sol, or the sun reversed. It was instituted, bv the. grand 
hdge of New York, A. D. 1827; and is masonic proof of the incontesttble trum and 
mwracy ofMorgan*s disclosures, and of the universal knowledge of the fact amon^ 
actm. masons tn otir country. Masons, attending the American lodges, cannot fail 
to know the test degree, the origin of it, and the cause of its introduction. It was 
• established in direct violation of the masonic oath, which requires the *^ old land 
marks** to be observed, and which positively forbids the invention of new customs. 
It is exclusively maintained, in open violation of oaths which require the brethren 

haU the signs, to acknowledge the tokens, and to respond to the words of the 
mystery, independent of the test, or any other newly mvented degree. ^* Etery 
-noion is every where a mason,** and has a right to all tne privileges of a mason ; no 
lodge or grand lodge can disfranchise him, by adopting innovations in the body of 
masonry. But the lodges venture to reject brethren from their door, who will not 
turn M^into los, light into darkness, and truth into fahiehood ; they refuse him who 
refuses to say that Morgan was a false witness, and, at the same tmie, they require 
the test oath and degree, solely because Morgan was a true witness ; they expel him 
for immosonte conduct, who acknowledges the truth of Morgan, while they themselves 
acknowledge it among themselves, and, also, their own hypocrisy, by inventing new 
devices to conceal that truth.(a) 

2d. The secret monitor,** belonging to master masons. It has a legend, lecture, 
grip, token, sign, word, and oath. It is the only oath which masons are sworn to 
commit to memory. The nature of the obligation explains this peculiarity. The 
leered monitor is bound in so many words, to prefer a brother in business, to assist 
him in trade, and to warn him in making a good or bad bargain, according to cir- 
cumstances, either by sign, or grip, or word. That he may not plead- want of 
memory for neglect of duty, he is bound first to make that duty familiar to his 
memory, under penalty of having his heart pierced with the arrow of an enemy. 
The legend of the degree, is the interview between David and Jonathan, when 
Jonathan, with a lad, discovered to David, by the flight of his arrow, that he 
must escape for his life, from the hand of Saul. But the lad knew not any 
thing ; only Jonathan and David understood the matter." The brethren represent 
Jonathan and David, the uninitiated represent the lad; the former use their secret 
tokens, and the latier regard it only as an ordinary transaction; the uninitiated 
hmo not any thing, only the brethren understand the matter. 

There are other degrees on which your Committee have not reported, and 
other points, also, embraced in the resolution by which they are governed, par- 
ticularly in relation to the tendency of the masonic institution, to subvert justice, 
conceal crime, c'ontaminate the morals of society, and undermine the foundation 
of a free government, which are duly appreciated ; but the limited space neces- 
sarily assigned to a report, forbids our further pursuing the subject. 



(a) In coaferring this degree upon one of the Committee, the master observed : " If they 
>teal oar keys, we must put on new locks.'* 
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In eoneliidmg this report, we wake no appeal for the truth of the dieckMiires. We 
•peak wluit we knoWf and testify what wo have seen and heard, and our own handfl 
handled. We wish not to ezeite, but to Wam« not to wound, but to heal the public 
mind witki inunutable truth. We are not prompted by feelings of unkindness toward 
any brother mason, or by any political or personal motive, in seceding from masonry, 
but only by a sincere regard for the rising generation, for our whcue country, and 
for posterity. What is there in masonry for which we should adhere to it ? Its fonr 
and character, its doctrines and usi^ges, its origin and practices, conspire to make il 
unspeakably odious to a virtuous mind, and dangerous to any goveramont. 

We anticipate from adhering masons, the sinf^ charge of presenting to the publk 
mdy ike dAformtiesM freemasonry. Its gaudy virtues, its trumpeted dms, its hypo- 
critical prayers, and Its brave pretensions, deceive many ; they have deceived us. 
We expose the h^ocrite. No law requires us to rehearse the feats of valour and the 
sacrifices of patnotbm, which a detected traitor voluntarily exhibits, to cover hu 
treasonable designs. We simply state the time, place, suul circumstances of hii 
treason. We precisdy state the degree, point, act, and words, in which freemasonrj 
offends against its professed character. The public may judge whether it b a grand 
"imposture. 

We are bound to the community by the usual ties of property and kindred, chit 
dren and friends. Some of our dearest relatives yet aohere to freemasonry. We 
mean them no harm. We know that as face answers to face in a glass, so doei 
this brief outline to the ]>rincipal features of freemasonry. They> cannot deny it II 
iMre is the smallest variation from their conceptions of truth, they know that tha 
variation arises from the nature of the subject, and not from havty or wilfUIly erro- 
neous statements on our part They must a^it, that careful study is on our side, 
while too little consideration is with them. 

By diis summary of the order, we wish to rescue others from the same snare, iotfl 
which we inconsiderately fell. We refuse, however humble we may be, to act « 
decoy-doves, to entice the young men of our country into the net of freemasonqr* 
We cannot consent to hover and flutter, in attempting to escape from masonM 
thraldom, and to return for ever to the ground, held by the tow-line of this mysterj 
of abominations. We break away, we burst our ties, not unmindful of holiiiesfl 
but with an upward flight, and an eye fixed on heaven. We honastly received free- 
masonry, a counterfeit ; we submit to the loss ; we neither retain it, nor pass it; bnl 
having fully detected it, we check it on the face, we stamp it on the wail, and we nsU 
it to the counter ; for even now it cheats many. We were deceived by false promises^ 
reiterated in volumes, and supported by great names. Our namea are yet ours, and 
we erase them from the guarranty of freemasonry* 

Henry Dana Ward, MnaUr Mason, American Union Lodge, No, 1, Marietta, Ohio. 
Delegate from New York. 

Lebbeus Armstrong, Grand Elect, Perfect, and StMime Mamm, North Star Lodge, 
No. 16Si; Sacondaga Royal Arch Chcmttr ; Lodge of Per- 
fection*, held b3iw4he Grand Princu ^ JerwaUm, in Mayfield, 
Montgomery county, New York. Delegate from Now York. 

Moses Thacher, Royal Arch Ma$on, St. John^s Lodge, No. % and Providenu 
Royal Arch Chapter, Providence, Rhode Island. Delegatt 
from Massachusetts. 

Abner Morse, Master Mason. Delegate from New Jersey. 

Ezra Slifer, Royal Arch Mason. Delegate from Maryland. 

Calvin Barber, Mark Master Mason. Delegate from Conoectieut. 

David Beniard, Grand Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason. Delegate froni 
New York. 

Martin Flint, Master Mason. Delegate from Vermont. 

Noble D. Strong, Royal Arch Mason. King Damd's Royal Arch Chapter^ AuburOi 

New York. Delegate from Connecticut. 
Pliny Merrick, Royal Arch Mason. Delegate from Massachusetts. 
Herbert A. Read, Knight Tempktr^ Knight of the CotmeU of the Trinity, Grand 

Elect, ^rfect, and Sublime Mason. Delegate from New York. 
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Mr. Thaoher^ from the Committee next hereafter mentionedj reported as follows : 

The Committee appointed to consider the nature and spirit of anti-masonry, 
from the disclosures of Professor Robisou and the Abbe Barruel, to the present 
time ; the arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution ; and the 
means resorted to by the fraternity to suppress inquiry into the principles, nature, 
and tendency of the order;" ask leave respectfully to present the following Report: 

The resolution preferred for consideration to your Committee, supposes that aiyti- 
MASONRT has had an existence for more than thirty years. This supposition, your 
Committee believe to be founded in truth and on substantial evidence. Although 
the fraternity have endeavoured to impress upon the public mind, that this is merely 
an ephemeral excitement, the creature of a party, and created for the' sole purpose 
of accomplishing particular ]>olitical objects ; yet, it is easy to prove, that the seeds 
of opposition to all secret societies, were sown, both in this country and in Europe, 
long before the Batavian martyr assumed the pen, to reveal the secr<^ts of the order. 
Indeed, if we go back to the time when these seeds first began to germinate and take 
root, we shall arrive at the year 1730, about thirteen years after the association of 
speculative masonry was first organized, when Samuel Prichard fully disclosed the 
secrets of the fraternity. At this time, the institution was in its incipient state ; one 
simple oath covered the whole of its mysteries ; and no one supposed that an organ- 
ization, apparently so insignificant and unworthy of notice, was ever to become so 
extensive and powerful as to revolutionize kingdoms, cause the most potent monarchs 
to tremble upon their thrones, and even to defy " the toorld in arms.^* The reveia- 
tioQ of Prichard accordingly excited but little interest, although the fratemilT) if we 
may believe the masons themselves, were sufficiently sensitive, and sufficiently faith- 
ful to masonic bond, to take the life of its unhappy author. 

Some years later than this, and when considerable additions had been made to the 
rites of freemasonry, appeared another revelation of its secrets, under the well known 
title of Jachin and Boaz." The author of this work also, as well as the one who 
republished it in this country, it has generally been admitted by masons, paid the for- 
feit of his life, for his temerity in transgressing masonic law. 

In consequence of these disclosures, the order and rites of freemasonry were /or a 
time considered contemptible. Young lads frequently a^ppeared in the streets of 
London, clad in aprons, and adorned with pebles, in mimicry of a class of men, whom 
they considered supremely ridiculous^. By the cunning and falsehood of the craft, 
however, they succeeded in laughing to scorn these faithful revelations ; and by high 
pretensions and artful management, led a portion of the world to believe, that their 
institution was very ancient, scientific, moral, charitable, divine, and religious ; pa- 
tronized by all the patriarchs, prophets, wise men, and saints, of old ; and that it has 
conferred greater blessings upon mankind than any other institution on earth, not 
even excepting the christian religion. The principles of the order had been trans- 
planted into France, Germany, and other kingdoms of Europe, and haa begun to 
take a deep and extensive root even in America. From the commencement of the 
French revolution, however, some had the sagacity to discern that this deluge of hu- 
man blood, and the subsequent anarchy of that nation, resulted, not so much from 
the true spirit of national liberty, as from the principles of infidelity extensively pro- 
pagated in every country of Europe, by means of secret associations. It was seen 
that ddists and atheists availed themselves of the secrets of freemasonry, to dissemi- 
nate their pernicious doctrines, for the express purpose of revolutionizing every reli- 
gion and government, then in existence. 

Among those who discovered the deleterious influence of duch principles, and 
watched with solicitude these secret operations, were the Abbe Barruel and Professor 
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Robison ; both of whom were freemasons ; and, particularly Professor Robison had 
opportunity to become extensively acquainted with the secrets of the craft. They 
perceived, that if freemasonry was not originally intended to answer the basest de- 
signs, and to carry into operation the most pernicious system of means for the sub- 
version of civil and religious rights, it was exactly fitted for the use of infidels and 
demagogues, and was never calculated to exert any salutary influence upon mankind. 
Professor Robison, speaking of those baleful prmciples, which Were disseminated 
under covert of the lodge, says, I have observed these doctrines gradually diffusing 
and mixing with all the different systems of freemasonry, till at last, an associa- 
tion HAS BEEN FORMED, for the CXprCSS purpose of ROOTING OUT ALL THE RELI- 
GIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS, -AND OVERTURNING ALL THE EXISTING GOVERNMENTS OF 

EUROPE." " In short," says he, " we may assert with confidence, that the mason 
lodges in France were the hot-beds where the seeds were sown, and tenderly reared, 
of all the pernicious doctrines which soon choked every moral or religious cultiva- 
tion, and have made the aociety worse than a waste, have made it a noisome marsh 
of human corruption, filled with every rank and poisonous weed." 

These views of the masonic institution, as giving rise to the doctrines of the illu- 
minati, induced Dr. Robison and the Abbe Barruel to prepare and publish their 
different works, which opened the eyes of many to existing evils and dangers, and 
produced considerable alarm both in Europe and America. In 1798, or 1799, the 
JSritish parliament passed an act, prohibiting any more than three degrees of masonry j 
being conferred in any lodge in the kingdom ; and subsequently, provided by statute 
against the administration of extra-judicial oaths. 

When Robison and Barruel began to be read in this country, many intelligent men, | 
both civilians and divines, were awakened to impending danger, filled with fearful 
apprehensions in view of the rapid growth of freemasoniy, and sounded the note of j 
alarm both from the pulpit and the forum. But the masonic fraternity were excited 
to wrath, and resorted, without delay, to slander and calumny. They followed the 
example of the illuminees in France and Germany, who appointed slandering com- 
mittees throughout those countries, forestalled the freedom of the press, and vilified 
the character of every one who presumed to open his mouth, in vindication of the j 
•true principles of moral and political philosophy. 

Although Professor Robison sustained as fair and exalted a character as anv other 
literary man in Europe, it was not to remain unimpeached by members of the ma- 
sonic fraternity^ The following, among other gross slanders, were originated among 
freemasons, and industriously 'circulated in different sections of the United States, 
after the Professor^s publication made its appearance in America. In a paper 
printed at Hartford, September 26, 1799, we are told, " that Robison had lived too , 
fast for his income, and to supply deficiencies, had undertaken to alter a bank bill ; i 
that he was detected, and fied to France ; that having been expelled the lodge in 
Edinburgh, he applied in France for the second grade, but was refused; that he 
made the same attempt in Germany, and afterwards in Russia, but never succeeded ; 
and from this, entertained the bitterest hatred to masonry; that after wandering 
about Europe for two years, by writing to Secretary Dundas, and presentij^ a copy 
of his book, which, it was judged, would answer certain purposes of the ministry, 
the prosecution against him was stopped, the Professor returned in triumph to his 
country, and now lives upon a handsome pension, instead of suffering the fate of his 
predecessor, Dodd." In another paper. Dr. Robison was represented as ** a man ^ 
distinguished by an abject dependence upon a party, by the base crimes of forgery I 
and adultery, and by frequent paroxysms of insanity." These, and other falsehoods 
of a similar nature, were copied into Boston papers, and other periodicals of the day, 
and have been reiterated from time to time ever since. The grand lodge of Massa- 
chusetts, in a cool and deliberate address to the President of the United States, 
which they published in their " book of coustitutions," did not hesitate to throw out 
the basest insinuations against the Professor's character. 

But those who propagate slander, are not always wise for themselves. Creden- , 
tials of the highest authority, obtained from Europe, by Dr. Dwight, Dr. Tappan, 
Dr. Pearson, Dr. Morse, and others, proved the Professor's character tp be without 
blemish, and that he was had in honour and good fellowship with masotis, till his book 
appeared before the puffiic. So that even on the ground which maspns have taken 
themselves, and the statements they have made with respett to the Professor's cha- 
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acter, the publication of his book was, In their mind, a greater offence against their 
astitution, than even forgery and adultery ! Rev. Dr. Erskine, whose character 
i generally known and respected in America, and who was a neighbour to Dr. Ro- 
ison, speaking of the forementioned criminations of the Dr*s. character, which 
lave been circulated in America, says, * Had they been sent to Edinburgh for their 
ALPABLE FALSEHOOD, they would havo been despised and detested,* " Mr. J. 
Vaiker, a respectable inhabitant of Great Britain, referring to the exalted character 
le iiad given of Dr. Robison, says, * Nor is this the exaggerated praise of a friend ; 
one who knows Mr. Robison as I have known him, and he is almost universally 
Down in Britain, will dare to call it in question.' " Another ^' of the most respect-^ 
ble literary characters which Scotland has produced,'* says that, "Pfofesso^Robi- 
oa's character is so well established among those who know him best, that it would 
le ridiculous in Edinburgh, to call in question his veracity or ability." 

In the year 1798, a learned, discreet, and judicious rrofessor in Yale College* 
)repared an abstract from the works of Barruel, which he offered for publication in 
he " Connecticut Courant," printed at Hartford. The Professor succeeded in hav- 
og eight of his numbers inserted, and then the columns of that distinguished paper 
vere closed apainst him, through masonic influence. Subsequent numbers were 
brwarded to Boston, and published in the American Mercury." 

In 1798, Rev. Dr. Morse, of Charlestown, Mass. preached and published a sermon, 
n which he pointed out the dangers of illuminism, the rapid and powerful influence 
vhich it was obtaining in this country, and the importance of the American people 
)peQing their eyes to impending evUs. In this sermon, with notes subjoined, he 
recommended the extensive circulation, and general perusal, of Robison's Proofs 
)f a Conspiracy." This gave great umbrage to the freemasons in Massachusetts, 
uid elsewhere, and the Dr. against whom, a syllable of reproach had not before been 
ottered, was now to be pursued with calumny and abuse, till he should find rest in 
the grave. 

Among those who entered the field of controversy, in opposition to Dr. Morse, was 
Josiah Bar tie tt, then grand master of the grand lodge of Massachusetts. He pub- 
lished several numbers in the American Mercury, of 1798, impeaching the motives of 
Dr. Morse, and spurning, rather than attempting to refute, his arguments. T|iis 
drew from Dr. Morse, and others, a series of numbers, in the same paper, of the aame 
year, replete with good sense, cool and deliberate, and calculated to convince any 
candid and judicious man, not prepossessed in favour of the masonic institution, or 
shackled with masonic oaths. One of the distinguished gentlemen of that day, who ' 
deeply interested thQ^lselves for the welfare of our country, in relation to this sub- 
ject, was the late Hon. Samuel Dexter, of Boston. He wrote an able, lucid, and 
iogenious article, for insertion in the Mercury, in- answer to Mr. Bartlett, but the 
piece was excluded from the columns, through the interference and solicitation of 
^ir. Bartlett himself. This able document has recently been discovered among the « 
capers of the late Dr. Morse, and has since been published. 

This controversy continued for a considerable length of time, and the members of 
he masonic fraternity were far from withholding any abuse or calumny against either 
riend or foe, who espoused the cause of anti-masonry. 

A writer in the "Mercury," of September 14, 17&8, says, "Dr. Morse has been 
censured as being unfriendly to masonry. The ire of the fraternity has been excited 
igainst him, and has prevented that candid perusal of his writings which they de- 
lerved." 

Another writer in the same paper, December 7, 1798, justly argues, " that the 
sensitiveness of freemasonry, and their spleen against Robison, Barruel, and Dr. 
Wse, are calculated to create suspicion* Why should they be so determined to 
extinguish the light which is shed upon this subject, unless they considered the ma- 
■onic institution as having an iptiniate connexion with illuminism." 

Another writer of the same year, and same periodical, in vindication of freema- 
^^Jy^ tarns into ridicule the whole account of Robison, Barruel, and others, and 
^l^esenls the illuminati as genuine philosophists. 

The author of the celebrated " Worcester charge," so called, who was no less than 
late Dr. Bentley, of Salem, Mass. about this time made an elaborate attempt to 
midicate the character and umks of Adiim H^eishQupt, af a brother mason ! In this 
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essay, published likewise in the Mercury, he speaks of Weishaupt's important wri« 
tings, as the boast of his age and country! 

This cursory view of the subject convinces your Committee, that anti-masonry 
was fairly in the field, more than thirty years since, and driven out by the same sys- 
tem of means which was pursued in France, before the revolution, and which has 
been universally pursued in this country, ever since the "Morgan excitement.'* 
They made the same attempts to mwaJLe the press there, that they do now ; and as no 
seceder has ever escaped slander and abuse, so, those who enlisted on the side of 
truth, and the equal rights and best interests of our country, more than thirty years 
ago, were treated in the same manner. The same spirit existed in the masonic fra- 
ternity at that day, which recently prevailed in the very "cradle of liberty," tram- 
pled upon all law, resisted the officers of police, disregarded every degree of decency 
and order, and succeeded effectually in suppressing for a little season, what, the most 
of all things, they both hate and dread, the diffusion of light ! 

Your Committee also find, that the spirit of anti-masonry has never attached itself 
to any particular sect or party ; that it nas embraced the whoU science of moral and 
2>olitical philosophy, and never been either desigiied or calculated to foster any poli- 
tical faction ; but that its great object has been, to secure the eqU^El rights of our 
common country, and guard all our civil and religious privileges, against the power 
and influence, of secret usurpation* 

In relation to the arg^m>ents used by freemasons in support of the institution, as 
alluded to in the resolution, your Committee have not yet been able to find that they 
have ever used any! Freemasons have, indeed, attempted a sh>owof argumentation, 
but it has been merely to vociferate that their institution is ancient, divine, moral, 
scientific, and charitable; that all the saints of old were their patrons; and that 
Washington and Franklin, and all the great and wise men of the world, have been 
members of their institution. Indeed, your committee have reason to helieveXh^X the 
arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution," have generally* been 
like those used by the " craftsmen" of old, when they ** cried out, for the space of 
two hours, great is Diana of the Ephesians /" 

In view of these facts, and many more, wliich could not be embodied in a single 
report, your committee have come to the conclusion, that anti-masonry has been the 
same in spirit and principle, from the first disclosures of professor Robison and the 
Abbe Barruel, to the present time ; and that one principal mode of masonic warfare, 
and the most efficient means, adopted by the masonic -fraternity, to suppress the 
work of investigation, has been a thoroughly organized system of slander and 
calumny. 
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Mr, Seward^ from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as foUows: 

The Committee to whom it was referred to make a concise report of the progress 
and present state of Anti-Masonry throughout the United States, most respectfully 
submit the following Report : 

That the abduction of William Morgan called forth the first f:eneral expression of 
popular opinion against secret societies. That event took place at Batavia, in the 
county of Genesee, ii^ the state of Ne^ York, on the 11th day of September, 1826 ; 
just four years before the session of this first National Anti-Masonic Convention. A 
considerable period elapsed, before the people in the immediate vicinity of that out- 
rage, became sensible of the fact, that freemasonrvhad commanded and justified the 
high-handed conspiracy ; and a still longer period elapsed, before the iniquitous oaths 
and obligations of the order became generaUy known. But finding themselves at 
length unable to ferret out the conspirators, and becoming at length acquainted with 
the alarming principles, in accordance with which their fellow citizen had been be- 
reft of liberty and life ; a determination was made by the people, in a few of the 
towns in the counties of Genesee, Monroe, and Niagara, by the exercise of the 
right of suffrage, to effect the abolition of the institution in whose name and service 
the daring deed was committed. In the spring of 1827, a few scattering demonstra- 
tions of tUs determination were made at tne town meetings. In the fall of 1827, the 
question was for the first time brought distinctly and with concert to the polls, in the 
counties of Genesee, Monroe, Livingston, Orleans, and Niagara, in each of which 
counties the anti-masonic ticket prevailed, and the territory including them, became 
thenceforth known in masonic language as the infected district." 

In the summer of 1828, a convention of seceding masons was held at Le Roy, in 
the county of Genesee, by whom the truth of the revelations of freemasonry made by 
Morgan were afSrmed, and a further revelation was made of many of the higher 
degrees. 

in the fall of 1828, the memorable presidential canvass absorbed almost the entire 
public attention, without the limits of me counties above mentioned and the counties 
adjacent. Nevertheless anti-masonry, in defiance of, and in opposition to both of the 
political parties, deposited in the ballot boxes 33,000 votes. 

Li the month of February 1829, a state convention was held ^t Albany, in which 
forty-two counties were represented, and by which this first national convention was 
recommended. As yet, neither of the political parties had openly declared itself in 
opposition to anti-masonrv, and in many parts of the state, both had vied in caress- 
ing it. No sooner had the convention adjourned, than this affected complacency 
was turned to bitter hate ; the present incumbent of the executive chair assumed the 
duties of his office with a philippic against anti-masonry; that same anti-masonry 
which, when a judee, he heui from the bench declared to be a blessed spirit," and 
which he describecTas the same spirit which had called this nation into existence, and 
was a pledge that our rights and Uberties are destined to endure. From that period* 
the influence and patronage of the general and state governments have been directed 
with all their force against anti-masonry. With few exceptions, the leading politi- 
cians of all parties, united to suppress the rising spirit of inquirv, and the force of the 
pretw was thus brought, for once, oy^the union of its heretofore discordant conductors, 
into active opposition to anti-masonry. A concerted and sunultaneous attempt was 
made to stigmatise its supporters, and misrepresent its successes. Pretended victo- 
ries over the daring intnufer were reported to have been gained where no battles had 
been fought, and fabricated renunciations of anti-masonry were every where pub- 
lished, and its dying agonies were re-edhoed in all the masonic papers throughout 
the state. While to the honour of the and-masons of the state of New York, it is 
tated, that in this, the most severe period of trial, they remained true to theiv cause ; 
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it must be conceded, a very great effect was produced by these systematic efforts of 
freemasonry, in those parts of the state where anti-masonry had neither papers nor 
advocates to support and defend it. Nevertheless, the election of 1829, snowed that 
anti-masonry had taken too deep root in the intelligence and patriotism of the pepple, 
to be uprooted by the blasts of masonic or political calumny and denunciation. 'The 
Hon. Albert H. Tracy was elected to the senate in the 8th district, by a majori^ o£ 
about 8000 votes ; thirty anti-masonic members were returned to the house of as- 
sei^bly, and anti-masonry received the glorious testimony of '67,000 votes. The 
counties of Erie, Niagara, Orleans, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Allegany, Catta- 
raugus, Chautauque, Steuben, Ontario, Wayne, Yates, Seneca, and Washington, 
were redeemed from the thraldom of freemasonry, and the borders of the infected 
diistrict" were extended, from the Niagara river on the west to the Cayuga lake on 
the east, and from lake Ontario on the north to Pennsylvania on the south. 

A state convention was held in February, 1830, in which forty-six counties were 
represented ; the town meetings held in the spring, exhibited a great increase of spirit 
in behalf of the cause, and an astonishing accession of strength. The struggle in the 
state of New York has been severe, but always and every where the gain has been 
in favour of anti-masonry, and the day is not distant when that great state will add 
to the glory achieved by her great works of internal improvement, that of emancipa- 
tion from the thraldom of secret societies ; and though the waters of the Niagara may 
not wipe from her escutcheon the stain of the blood shed by masonic violence, she 
has already added to its glories, that of having been the first in the great work of 
abolishing secset societies. 

So early as in 1827, the subject of the masonic outrages in the state of New York, 
was spoken of in Pennsylvania ; and such was the impression made in that year, upon 
tiie minds of some public spirited individuals in the western part of that state, that 
an effort was made to establish a paper, intended to publish the Morgan affair, and 
expose the principles of freemasonry. This attempt was abandoned, owing to the 
dimeulties and obstacles which presented themselves among a people, having yet no 
knowledge of masonic obligations, and having wimessed no practical demonstration 
of masonic violence. 

The friends, however, of truth and equal rights, were not easily to be deterred ; 
but procured from New York, documents detailing the conduct of the fraternity, and 
the revelation of its principles in that state. Some time afterwards, papers in sev- 
eral counties commenced the publication of the illustrations of masonry. The cause 
gradually gained friends in several counties, until an attempt at organization was 
made in June, 1829 ; twelve counties only appeared in the state convention, which 
put in nomination a candidate for the office of governor ; the election took place in 
October following, and equally to the astonishment of its friends and die dismay of 
its opponents, anti-masonry polled for Joseph Ritner, its candidate for governor, 
52,000 votes. This contest terminated in the election of Mr. Wolf, a freemason, to 
ihe office of governor ; but that result was ascribed by many intelligent men, to the 
want of a general understanding among the friends of anti-masonry. Certain it is, 
that the party was not then organized throughout the state, and in many counties, it 
is said, that it was not generally known that there was any opposition to Mr. Wolf; 
an ignorance which may well be considered probable, without reflecting upon the 
intelligence of the people, if we take into consideration the especial guardianship 
which freemasonry assumes over the press. Under these circumstances, the vote 
received by Mr. Ritner was a cheering result, and augurs a speedy victory. In 
October, 1829, the Hon. Harmar Denny was elected a member of congress from 
the Pittsburg district, in opposition to the concentrated energy of the fraternity, by a 
majority of upwards of 1100 votes. In the month of February, 1830, the first gene- 
ral state convention was held at Harrisburgh. Measures, the committee are assured, 
were at that time adopted, for a general and efficient organization, and for diffusing 
information among the people ; and so rapid has been the progress of anti-masonry 
throughout this enlightened and powerful state, that it is believed she will, at the 
coming election, exhibit a decided majority against secret societies. 

In Vermont, anti-masonry became in a small portion of the state a subject of con- 
versation, in 1827. Town meetings were held in March, 1828, in the counties of 
Orange and Caledonia, and a state convention assembled at Montpelier in August, 
1829; that convention put in nomination a candidate for governor, who declined the 
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favour of the party ; nevertheless, anti-masonry gave 7900 anti-masonic votes. A 
second state convention has been recentiy held, and the returns now received, bring 
the gratifying information of an increase probably of not less than fifty per cent, in 
the vote of anti-masonry. The committee cannot omit to mention their fai^h sense, 
of the uncompromising firmness and perseverance of the friends of equal rights and 
anti-masonry, exhibited in this patriotic state, on many occasions, and particularly 
in the first election of Greneral Uahoone, one year since, a member of Congress from 
the fifth congressional district, after a canvass of seven ballotings, and his subsequent 
re-election to the same trust, on the first ballot. 

Anti-masonry appeared in the territory of Michigah in the summer of 1828. The 
first territorial convention was held in February, 1829. From thb period anti-ma- 
sonry has been advancing in most of the peninsular counties. The county of Wash- 
tenaw has a majority of anti-masons. It is probable 'that the same may be said in 
truth, of Wayne, Oakland, and Lenawee. Monroe, Macomb, and St. Clair, con- 
tain a respectable number of anti-masons. The counties on the St. Joseph's and 
Kalawazoo rivers, on the western side of the peninsula, likewise afford a considera- 
ble anti-masonic population. The state of anti-masonry in the upper counties is 
unknown to the committee. Michigan is now represented in congress, by the Hon. 
John Biddle, nominated by the anti-masons at their territorial convention. 

In the state of Massachusetts, the investigation of freemasonry was first commen- 
ced in the county of Bristol, about two years since, by some intelligent and patriotic 
individuak. In that county the progress of information was such, that at the last 
April election, the delegation to the senate of the state was wholly anti-masonic, and 
elected expressly on anti-masonic principles. #he Boston Free Press, a firm and 
vieorous.supporter of the cause, was established about two and a half years since. 
The first pnoiic anti-masonic meeting in that city, was held on the 27th of August, 
1829, at which time the Suffolk committee were chosen. The valuable researches 
and investigations of that committee are extensivel;jr known to the public. Since 
that meeting, the cause has progressed with a rajiidity unparalleled in any other ^ 
great city, and Faneuil Hall has again, as in olden time, resounded the accUnnations * 
of liberty. No election has, as your committee believe, been had in the county of 
Suffolk, in which the strength of anti-masonry has been tried. Several towns in 
this state at the last spring Section, returned anti-masonic members to the legisla- 
ture. A spirit of firmness and unanimity pervades the anti-masonic party tiu-ough- 
out the state, and gives promise, that the state first to ihrow off Britisn tyranny, will 
not be among the last to break the dominion of secret societies. 

The spark of anti-masonry, which fell in the state of New Jersey, in 1827, but lit 
up the flame of opposition to secret societies. Your committee are satisfied that that 
patriotic flame has not been extinguished. The information received by the com- 
mittee, warrants the belief, that the work of anti-masonic reform will be rapid and 
complete in that state, inferior to none in the union for patriotism and valour. 

No general public eiSbrt was made in relation to this subject in the state of Con- 
necticut, as your committee understand, until the latter part of tfa^ year 1828. A 
state convention was held in the year 1829, and an organization was effected in 
many of the counties of that state. The first demonstration at the poUs, was made 
in lodO, when the anti-masonic senatorial candidates received 6000 votes, bduig 
about one fomth of the aggregate of senatorial votes in the state. Six anti-masonic 
senators were elected, and about one fourth of the house of representatives in this 
state are anti-masonic, and the state exhibited every where a dejpree of harmony and 
fimness of purpose, which augur the best results. The committee cannot refrain 
from stating, as highljr honourtU>le to the intelligence of Connecticut, that anti-ma- 
sonry has advancMl m this struggle, thus rapidly and firmly with the aid of, at no 
time but two, and most of the tune but one free press, while twenty-eight presses 
are arrayed against it. 

In Ohio, the firstappearance of anti-masonry at the polls, was at the general elec- 
tion in October, 1829, at which time, without any general system of organization^ 
several candidates were put in nomination, and elected altogether on anti-masonic 
principles. It has, as yet, prevailed moatiy in the northern parts of the state : there 
are anti-masonic presses in the counties of Adams, Knox^ Tuscarawas, Harrison, 
Wayne, Richland, Huron, Portage, Geauga, and Ashtabula; and a few other 
presses are occasionaUy, to admit aati-masonic articles. 
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In the counties of Trumbull, Cuyahoga, Medina, Loraine, Seneca, Sandusk^jr, 
Wayne, Stark, Columbiana, Jefferson, Holmes, and Athens, the subject of anti- 
masonry has been considerably agitated, and the committee are well assured that 
anti-masonry has the strength of 40,000 of the freemen of this new, and emulous, and 
enterprising state. 

In Rhode Island the question was never agitated until during the latter part of the 
last year. A press has been established, a state convention held, and an organiza- 
tion adopted. In no part of the union has there been more commendable zeal and 
firmness displayed by anti-masons, than in this island state, which is represented as 
having been peculiarly favoured by the protecting care of freemasonry. 

In the state of Maryland, and in the state of Delaware, respectively, public opinion 
is forming on this subject. Anti-masonry has found there, as every where, a recep- 
tion in the hearts of men of patriotism and philanthropy. In the distant state of 
Alabama, it has kindled a flame which bums brightly, and with steadily increasing 
splendour. In Indiana the cause is destined, from present indications, soon to be- 
come an object of paramount regard. 

From most of the other states and territories, your committee have no certain in- 
formation ; but it is evident that anti-masonry has every where throughout the union, 
the hearts and hopes of many ^ood and true men. All past experience warrants the 
belief, that another year will witness a development of the principles of anti-masonry 
in every state and territory in the union ; and all past experience proves, that so fast 
as that development is made, just so rapidly freemasonry, with its unlawful oaths, 
its Inarming pnnciples, and blasphemous rites and ceremonies falls before it, and pub- 
lic opinion flows thenceforth in the natural and healthful channel" of opposition to 
all secret societies. 



UNITBO STATES 



ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Mr. EUmakeTf from the Committee next hereafter mentioned^ reported as follows : 

The Committee appointed on the subject of nominating candidates for the offices 
of president and vice-president of the United States, to be supported by the anti-ma- 
sonic party at the next election, report : 

The prmcipal object of masonry in the United States for many years, has been 
the acquisition of political power. This fact cannot have escaped the observation 
of siny one conversant with the political movements, and appointments to office, in the 
Tarious parts of our union. It is also abundantly proved by the direct testimony of 
numerous masons of the highest respectability, and greatest experience, who have 
seceded from the institution, and of some who continue to adhere to it. But all 
doubt on the subject is banished by the oaths of one or more degrees of the order, 
whose manifest design and tendency are, to produce a preference of masons, in 
appointments and elections to office. ^ 

The result is, that although the members of the institution do not form, probably, 
more than one tenth of the voters in the United States, they hold about two-thirds of 
the offices of trust, profit, and honour, in tho general and state governments. 

If masodry be thus fortified behind the political patronage and power of the 
pjovernment, where is it to be sought and attacked by those who desure to destroy 
Its baneful influence on morality and religion, and its usurpation of the rights and 
privileges of the people ? It is to be sought where alone it b to be found, — ^in its 
mtrenchments. Anti-masonry, therefore, is necessarily political. 

It is by the hope of advantage, and the expectation of office and undue influence, 
that the young and the ambitious are drawn into the toils of masonry. Blast this 
hope, destroy this expectation, and the institution dies. 

If these views are correct, it is evident that anti-masocfry cannot stop in mid- 
course, and confine its operations to the state governments'; and that its reforming 
spirit must be extended to the government of the union ; and especially to its execu- 
tiTe branch. The ei^ertions of the masonic institution, as manifested by the project 
at the capitol, in March, 1822, to organize a general grand lodge of the United 
States, have long been directed to the acquisition of the entire control of the exten- 
sive patronage of the federal government. The project of organizing that central 
power, may be for the present moment suspended. It was deieated at the time by 
the state grand lodges, from their jealousy of a superior power ; but it will never be 
finally abandoned while masonry exists. If it shall ever oe executed, the Committee 
need not say, that from that time the eeneral grand lodge of the United States will 
exclusively control the presidential election. The electors will be no more than 
passive instruments to register the decrees issued at Washington. A permanent 
central power, possessing a perfect organization also of subject societies throughout 
the union, with sovereign legislation, sworn secrecy, permanent funds, corporate 
rights in many states, wiUi safe halls for consultation, and penalties of death for diso- 
bedience of orders, and the whole avowedly actuated by political purposes, must 
necessarily engross all power, if it choose to do so. The people under it can be no 
more than tenants at sufferance. To what degree masonry has already succeeded, 
in engrossing eovemmental patronage, opinions vary ; but it is known to be alarm- 
ingly great. Anti-masonry would be defeated in its efforts to free the land of masonic 
rule and pollution, unless an abl& and a decided opponent of masonry be placed in 
thepresidential chair. 

The election of president, necessarily excites attention and inquiry throughout th« 
United States. Tne nomination of a candidate for the suffrages of the people, to be 
supported on anti-masonic grounds — a candidate who shall receive the united sup- 
port of those who are openly and decidedly opposed to the domination of masonry, 
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will force the inye^gation of the principles and practices of the institution into every 
district of the United States. Anti-masonry will be more widely extended by one 
presidential election on anti-masonic grounds, than by many years of exertion through 
state elections only. 

The expediency of selecting candidates for the offices of president and vice-presi- 
dent of the United States, to be supported by anti-masons at the next elecuon in 
1832, it is presumed, will be apparent to all advocates of equal rights throughout the 
countiT* Whether success shall follow at the next, or not till the succeeding election, 
in 183d, cannot affect the propriety or necessity of the measure. 

The next part of the jfubject submitted to the Committee, is the question of nomi- 
nating presidential candidates at this time by the convention. 

Afteir the most careful consideration, the Committee have arrived at the conclusion, 
that the nomination should not be made at the present time. The reasons will be 
briefly adverted to. 

1. In this convention all the states are not represented. every state is deeply 
interested in the election of president and vice-president, it is in the highest degree 

* desirable that all should participate in the nommation of the candidate tor whom all 

are to vote. The invitation of the state of New York, to the citizens of the United 
States, to elect delegates to the present convention, was made public in March, 1829, 
and the period since that time, nas been too short to disseminate through the ivhole 
union, a knowledge of the dangerous principles and proceedings of the masonic fra- 
ternity, and for the regular organization of an anti-masonic party in each state and 
territory, in opposition to it. 
/ Every member of this convention has seen and felt the difficulty of organizing 

the opposition to masonry ; — arising principally from the controlling influence exerted 
upon the press by the masonic brotherhood. The states in the vicmity of New York, 
where the opposition commenced, have been awakened and aroused, and are repre- 
sented at the present convention. But the people of the west and the south, have 
not become fully informed of the alarming and tragic scenes on the Niagara, and 
have not yet ripened their dislike of masonry into a settled and regular political 
opposition. 

There are many of the unrepresented states, in which the Committee believe that 
a large portion of their citizens, are now prepared to express their decided disappro- 
bation of the institution of freemasonry ; but from the want of unshackled presses, 
and a knowledge of each others' views, they have not yet been able to effect a regu- 
lar political organization. It is believed thiat the enlightened citizens of those states 
not now represented in this convention, will seize the first opportunity to form a sys- 
tematic political opposition to masonry. 

If the election were close at hand — ^if the candidates must be nominated at the present 
convention, or not at all, then the necessity of the case might justify, and indeed 
would require, an immediate nomination by this convention. But no such necessity 
exists. The choice of electors does not take place till November, 1832. There is 
sufficient time before the election, to allow the unrepresented states to participate in 
the nomination of candidates, and yet leave a year or more to elapse between the 
nomination and the legal period of election. 

Under these circumstances, the Committee think it would not be acting with the 
ordinary amity which the several states owe, and always practise towards each 
othet, and that it would be unjust towards the states, unrepresented in this conven- 
tion, to nominate presidential candidates, at the present time. 

2. The object of anti-masonry, in nominating and electing candidates for the pre- 
sidency and vice-presidency, is to deprive masonry of the support which it denves 
from thepower and patronage of the executive branch of the United States govern- 
ment. To effect this object, will require that the candidates, besides possessing the 
talents and virtues requisite for such. exalted stations, be known as men decidedly 
opposed to secret societies. The delay of a year, will enable the people throughout 
the United States to form an opinion, whether; those who may be candidates, are 
firm and decided anti-masons. Nothing less than entire conviction in the public 
mind, on this point, can give efficacy and success to any nomination, at a time when 
the people, with so much reason, are sensitive and jealous of the purity and inde- 
pendence of those whom they may select to administer the government. 
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The CommiUee, for these reasons, deem it inexpedient to nominate presidential 
canflidates, at this convention. 

The next question for consideration is, the manner of making the nomination. 

The Committee are of opinion, that this nomination should be made by another 
national convention. 

The time they propose to fix, at about a year from the present period. The 
ensuing year will be one fruitful of important occurrences. The spell of masonry is 
broken, and light is bursting upon the nation. Men, now the least informed on the 
subject of masonry and anti-masonry, will receive great accessions to their know 
ledge, from the disenthralled state of the public press, and the rapid march over the 
country, of free inquiry. Sufficient time will also be allowed to the states not now 
represented, or not fully represented, to elect delegates to join in the nomination ; 
and, from the information already received, there is reason to believe, that most of 
those states will cordially and promptly unite at the appointed time, in foFming a 
component part of the nominating convention. 

Under these views of the subject, the Committee respectfully submit the following 
resolution, for consideration and adoption by the convention, viz. : 

Resolved,- That it is recommended to the people of the United States, opposed to 
secret societies, to meet in convention, on Monday, the 26th day of Septemoer, 1831, 
at the city of Baltimore, by delegates, equal in number to their representatives in 
both houses of congress, to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of 
president and vice-president, to be supported at the next election ; and for the trans- 
action of such other business as the cause of anti-masonry may require. 



UNITED STATES 



ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 



Mr. fFalker^ from the Committee next hereafter mentioned^ reported as follows : 

The Committee appointed on the first day of the session of this Convention, to 
consider and report whether an adherence to the oaths and obligations of freemason- 
ry, does or does not, disqualify a man for the impartial discharge of all important 
offices in the gift of the people, according to the true nature of our institutions," have 
attended to that subject, and ask leave respectfully and briefly to report : 

That from an examination of the oaths of masonry, and a comparison of the same 
with those requisite for the administration of justice and the discharge of civil trusts, 
they find that the oaths first mentioned come into direct collision with the latter, and 
that anac^erence to masonic obligations must and does necessarily and absolutely dis- 
qualify any man for the faithful discharge of public trusts. 

Your Committee are aware that this is a bold assertion, and that it has an im- 
portant bearing upon the interests of a large class of the community ; they believe, 
Jaowever, that it is perfectly correct, and may be demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
every candid and ingenuous mind. This, vour Committee would feel bound to do ; 
but the labour has been saved to them, bv the manner in which the subject has 
already been exhibited in the address to the people of the United States, already 
submitted to this Convention for their adoption. 

In that address the prominent oaths of masonry were stated, their necessary and 
certain operation illustrated, and the whole subject presented in strong and convin- 
cing light, and sustained by arguments the most cogent and irresistible. 

Your Committee, therefore, deem it the work of supererogation, to enter again upon 
the same field. The work has been done, and well done; and it only remains to 
your Committee, to express their conviction of the vast importance of the position 
here assumed, and their full belief that it ought to be reco^ized, as a fwMmMxM 
principle by which to direct all our efforts for the subversion of the potent and dan- 
gerous institutions of freemasonry. 
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Mr. Todd, from the Committee mxt hereafter mentioned, reported as follows : 

The Committee appointed to consider and report the best system of a national 
correspondence of anti-masons, for the sole purpose of diffusing information exten- 
sively on the subject of freemasonry, and other secret combinations against the equal 
rights of mankind and our free institutions, respectfully report : 

That the great object of this convention is, to eradicate the evils of freemasonry, 
aud other secret societies. To effectuate this purpose, information of the nature, 
tendency, and principles of all secret societies, but especially of the masonic institu- 
tion, must be laid before the world. 

After so much has been said, and well said, not only in the reports of the several 
Committees, but in the remarks and information communicated by members on the 
floor, your Committee think it unnecessary to detain the Convention by adverting 
to the evils of the institution, except so far as they necessarily fall under their obser- 
vation, ill the performance of the duty assigned to them. 

The first question which presents itself to the mind is, why is a system of national 
correspondence necessary ? To this we answer, that we have to contend with a body 
of men, whose organization is more perfect than that of any other combination 
known to your Committee. It has been the boast of masons, that " the world in 
arms could not put them down that their means of communicating intelligence, 
were at once certain, rapid, and secret. 

Although their numbers are comparatively few, yet their union, organization, and 
Bocrecy make them both powerful and dangerous. This power is not the result of 
the purity of their institution, but of their capacity to act in concert, and to shield 
themselves behind popular names. They dare not, they will not, come out fairly be- 
fore the people, and defend the principles of their institution. They know full well 
that those principles cannot be defended. They therefore act under the cover of 
other names, and thus give strength and power to an institution, rotten at the core, 
whose principles, when known, are only known to be condemned. 

Your committee do not intend to call the attention of this Convention to all the 
Proteus shapes that masonry has assumed. She claims to be of divine origin, to be the 
handmaid of religion, to be charitable and benevolent, and to have existed for ages. 
All those pretensions have been met and refuted, by the reports already before the 
Convention. * 

Point out the depravity of her principles ; she refers to many great and good men 
whom she has, under specious pretences, seduced into her lodges. Demonstrate that 
those principles are never so corrupt ; she sneers at the information, and gives an 
evasive reply. 

Why is she thus enabled, in this land of light and intelligence, to set public opin- 
ion at defiance ? It is not her numbers : it is her secrecy, her union, her perfect or- 
ganization, and the facility with which she communicates information to all parts of 
the world, that makes her the arbitress in political controversies. 

Have masons a candidate whose interest they wish to promote ? He is at once, 
as if by magic, raised into notice, and universally eulogized, although, perhaps, total! v 
undeserving. Honest men mistake this clamour for public opinion, and jom in with 
the cry, and go to the polls, under the impression, that they are supporting the best 
man and the best principles, when they are merely carrying into effect the determi- 
nation of the fraternity. 

Do masons wish to shield themselves from the investigations of an inquiring public ? 
At once, from Maine to Georgia, the cry is raised, that *^ Anti-masonry is a mere 
political manoeuvre of the old federal party, against " Jackson and democracy." 
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is it necessary to traduce the fair unsullied fame of an individual simultaneously, 
from every quarter ? the voice of slander from a thousand tongues in concert, is 
raised against him. All that has been said against freemasonry, will apply, to a 
certain extent, to all secret societies. They are dangerous to all governments, but 
especially to those that are free. It is matter of astonishment, that a nation so 
jealous of its liberty, as not to permit even the representatives chosen by the people, 
to act with closed doors, except on extraordinary occasions, should yet permit within 
its bosom, a secret society, numbering, at least, 100,000 members, and extending 
through all the ramifications of society, to meet and act in secret, with a power suf- 
ficiency great, to control every measure of the government, and like the pendulum of 
the clock, regulate, by its vibrations, the whole machinery of the republic. 

Against this powerful combination we will employ no weapons, but those of fair, 
open, and honourkbie warfare, and none but such as are guaranteed to us by the 
constitution. Although they have the advantage of concerting their schemes in secret, 
we feel strong in the goodness of our cause, and we confidently hope, through the 
blessing of that Being who has hitherto protected our beloved country, finally to suc- 
ceed, by open measures, in destroying this unhallowed fabric of freemasonry, and 
raising on its ruins the temple of liberty, whose foundation shall be based on the i 
principle of equal rights. i 

To act with effect, we must, however, act in concert ; for this purpose, and to 
spread information before the American people, your Committee recommend the i 
adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That a Committee of correspondence be appointed, whose duty it shall 
be to correspond with the several state committees, and with individuals in the 
several states and territories, for the purpose of diffusing information on the subject 
of freemasonry, and other secret combinations against the equal rights of mankind, 
and our free institutions, and that said Committee have power to appoint one of their 
number to act as corresponding secretary. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Anti-masons of the several states and 
territories, who have not already done so, to appoint state committees, as soon as 
practicable, and that those states and territories who have such committees, forward, 
without delay, the names of the individuals composing them, to the national Com- 
mittee, that they mav be published with the proceedings of tiiis convention. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Anti-ma^sons of the several states and 
territories, where it is not sdready done, to appoint county, township, ward, and 
tQWtt committees, and to forward, without delay, lists containing the names of those 
appointed to their respective state committees. 

Resolved, That the members of the several state committees, shall be deemed and 
considered as members of the national committee of correspondence, and whenever 
present at its sit^gs, eiititlecl tp yot^ and take part in its deliberations. 
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Mr. MSjynard, from the Committee appointed to inquire into the effect ofjreenumnry 
n the Chnstidn religiont presented the following report : 

V* 

Religion is the most precious gift of God to man. It unfolds his earthly relations 
Uid duties, and discloses the source of all his hopes and consolations. It teaches the 
tonaexion be<tween imperfect intelligences, and the Almighty Being who created the 
iniyerse by the word of his power, and governs it in infinite wisdom. 

It reveals the momentous truth, that the soul of man is destined to survive the 
rreck of all material things, and to live beyond the grave. That when the elements 
bail melt with fervent heat, the earth shall be burned up, and the heavens shall be 
t)lled together like a scroll," the soul of man will have entered upon an existence of 
^terminable duration. 

It sustains man amidst the vicissitudes and calamities of life ; draws aside the cur- 
aios of eternity ; illumines his melancholy path through the vale of death, and in- 
'pires him with the hopes of beatitude in the world of future being. 

Involving, as religion does, the dearest interests of earth, and the only hope of hea- 
venly blessedness, it is natural that every thing which may impair its influence, con- 
aminate its doctrines, or impede its progress, should excite the liveliest sensibilities of 
Dunortaf beings. Freemasonry cannot be indifferent in its effects upon that holy 
:ause. It is too important in itself, too ramified in its connexions, and too powerful 
Q its influence over the minds of its votaries, to be entirely without effect upon this, 
greatest and holiest subject that demands the employment of the human faculties. 

It must exert an influence for good or for evil. Its tendencies cannot be regarded 
ivith indifference. The peitinency of the inquiry becomes manifest, and its impor- 
^ce cannot be overrated. 

Religion has had many improper connexions. Wickedness has often sought its 
mantle to veil unholy designs, ft is not without example that freemasonry should 
seek its alliance. Every subtle machination against human happiness, or civil lib- 
erty, and eveiy mightv effort for the oppression of mankind, has covered and charac- 
terized its designs with the sanctity of religion. Christianity has been made to aid 
the advancement of the most unholjr purposes, and the gratification of the most pes- 
tilent of human passions. Its benign influences have been perverted to promote 
schemes of stupendous wickedness and of monstrous oppression. It has been used 
to infuse malice into the heart of bigotry, nerve the arm and kindle the fires of perse- 
cution, and prop the throne of tyranny. 

In view of the abominations which the perversion of religion has produced, who 
can forbear to exclaim. Oh, Christianity ! what horrid enormities have been perpe- 
trated in thy name ! 

Man is a religious being. In despite of stoical or impious philosophy, he regards 
t&e Author of creation with awful reverence. So powerful is the influence of religion 
over the human mind, that it has been msCde the instrument of its government. This 
nas proved effectual, when all things else have failed. No scheme of policy, no plan 
fpr social improvement, no system of government would be regarded with approba- 
tion, or even indifference, if it were manifestly hostile to religion. 

So deeply impressed was the author of illuminism, who m propensity, if not in 
ability for tremendous mischief, was little less than ** arch-angel fallen," of the 
influence of religion over the human disposition, that he invented what he called a 
priests' degree, and made it a part of that system designed avowedly for the over- 
throw of all social, political, and religious establishments. He seemed to enjoy a 
neud-like pleasure at the success of his subtle effort. He lured Christians into his 
society, and acquired from their professions and characters, a reflected sanctity upon 
tlesigns the most inhuman, perverse, and impious. When a Protestant divine who 
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had beeu enticed into his fraternity, declared the opinion that that blasphemous de- 
gree expressed the true meaning of Christianity, he exclaimed with rapturous delight, 

Oh man, man, to what mayest thou not be persuaded ! Who would ever have 
thought that I was to be the founder of a new religion 

The astonishment we feel at the infatuation and violence which freemasonry seems 
to have infused into dispositions the most amiable, and the dominion which it appa- 
rently exerts over minds, enlightened, vigorous, and powerful, may experience some 
abatement from the reflection, that nearly eighteen centuries of the Christian era, 
passed away before there was, in any part of Christendom, a perfect establishment 
of religious liberty. Before, the doctnne was embraced, by any large community, 
that no earthly power possesses a right to control the conscience of man ; that for his 
errors of faith or of worship, he is amenable only to the great Father of his spirit. 
But civil rulers in league with ecclesiastical functionaries, in the pride of power, and 
arrogance of wisdom, prescribed a creed of faith, and condemned to banishment, or 
torture, or death, the hapless being " who dared to believe or to doubt, a little more or 
a little less," than the standard which bigotry and tyranny had erected. Thus was 
formed and for centuries continued, that adulterous connexion between church and 
state ; a baleful union, always barren of good and prolific of evil. This alliance filled 
the world with desolation. It broke up communities, pursued the sincere adorers of 
God in their wanderings, and traced them by their prayers and their worship into 
their places of refuge. It drenched the fairest portions of the globe with human 
blood, arrayed Christian against Christian, with the name of the Saviour on his lips, 
and vengeance in his heart, and caused him to exclaim at every triumph over his 
brethren in the Lord, in the sentiment, if not the language of the impious Mahome- 
tan, ** Allah AcbaZt^^ "God is victorious." 

It was not until liberty had found an abode in this favoured land, that the human 
mind was emancipated from error, prejudice, and bondage. That the rights of con- 
science were defined, established, and secured ; that religion was redeemed from the 
slavery of power, freed from the contamination, and delivered from the dangers of 
that unholy alliance ; that virtue, its constant handmaid, was enlarged from the dun- 
geon, where priests and tyrants had confined her ; and set free, with all her attractive 
loveliness, to cheer, console, adorn, and bless mankind. 

It may not be inappropriate to, the occasion, to indulge the reflection that we are I 
now pursuing our deliberations in a city, whose foundations were leud by an illustrious 
personage, whose long, and peaceful, and glorious life was devoted to the augmenta- 
tion of human happiness, and whose services were greatly instrumental in the es- 
tablishment of the principles of free inquiry, the riehts of conscience, and of religious 
liberty. This delightful city, the fair work of his hands, consecrated to liberty and 
benevolence, and which now constitutes so essential an adornment of our country, 
is uniinportant, in comparison with his labours in the cause of humanity, freedom, 
and religion ; which will render him an everlasting benefactor of the human race. 
He was one of those rare beings, who constitutes an epoch, and impresses his character 
upon the times in which he lives. This city may vanish from the face of the earth, 
but his usefulness and his fame will endure for ever; for wisdom and virtue are im- 
mortal. He yet lives by his works, and exerts an extended influence upon human 
condition. A spark from the altar of liberty erected in the wilds of America, has 
kindled a flame in Europe which now shines with its pristine purity and lustre, in 
that most wonderful and glorious of all revolutions, recently achieved in one of its 
fairest kingdoms. Let us imbibe the benignant spirit of this friend of man. And 
while we pursue the great objects of our inquii^ with his meek boldness, and his mild 
but firm determination, may we emulate his singleness of purpose, his purity of mo« 
tive, and his expansive charity. 

It is in accordance with the history of frail man, that freemasonry should seek 
sanctity, by an alliance with religion. It seems to have done so. If the fraternity 
cannot claim the appellation of a " peculiar people," it has a kingly government, 
and a " royal priesthood." The order exhibits in its structure, the odious union of 
civil and ecclesiastical power. It displays the alternate exercise of sovereign authority, 
and the performance of the duties of the altar. It blends the holiest ceremonies of 
religion with the most revolting of human follies. 

It parades its mystic symbols, in profane performances, as the emblems of great 
and dread realities. Freemasonry has a creed, but it is not the creed of any denomi- 
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natiQii.o^the i««Fiu»bimHirs of Qod* Unlike aHf Cmcl yet equally adapted.to.eyerriaitli; 
except, perhaps, only in the ^ej^ee of knight templar, there is no recognition of 
the JRedeemer. Other than that degree, the creed of freemasonry is equally the 
faith of |dl, and the faith of pone of the <;hildren of men, who acknowledge a 
Supreme Being* It is npt Christianity, or the handmaid of it, but an impious sub- 
stitHte for it. By estranging ,the mind from the doctrines of the gospel, it mevitablv 
prepares its .chambers.for the lodgement of infidel principles. It harmonizes as well 
with the ,ten€(ts ,of the Jew, the Pagmi, and the Mahometan, as ynth tho^e of the 
humble follo.wer of Chri^. 

The .idolatrous i^ersian, who prostrates himself in blind adoratfon before the sun, 
and worships as the itource of light, and life* and intelligence ; the wild son of the 
forest, who Iqad^ \xi» altar with viqtims, mingles his unmtelligible adorations with 
the precious incense,,^, it .a^Qends to the Great Spirit, and consoles himself with the 
delusive .expectatiop of the .country beyond the nills ; the Pagan, who flies to the 
Gauges, i^nd hopes in its sacred waters, rather than in the ejuiaustless fountain of 
redeeming , grace, tp wash away ^e pollutions of his soul ; the Turk, who kneels at 
a mosque, lays his hai^d on the koran, and says, Allah, there is but one God, and 
Mahotnet is.nis apostle ;" the descendant of Abraham, who reposes in undiminished 
faith, upon the future ailvent of the Messiah, embrace the creed of freemasonry, with 
the same. cordiality jand confidenqe, as the believers in Christ, who rest then* only 
loDiQs of xedeinption and heavenly felicitj, upon the merits of the atonement. 

Does freeinasonry,aid the cause pf religion, or is religion made to sanctify tl^e 
abominations of fi^eemasonry? There .is an attempted connexion, and it cannot be 
without ol^eot or efl^ect. lleligion, heaven-born,.suner8 from every earthly contact, and 
every impure alliance. Is it possible, that the indecent ceremonies of freemasonry, 
its abomniahle ,paths, its hprrid .penalties, its impious oblations, its blasphemous 
perspnificatipn of .the <OeitY, can be acceptable in the eyes of infinite purity ? It is 
a formiditble objection tp ;freemasonry, that it attempts a connexion with religion, 
aad .presents,,in n^iuiature, to the view of the American people, the abhorred union of 
church and state, revolting to the feelings of every freeman, and condemned by every 
principle. pf.republi<;anism* 

In estimating its prpbable^flect upon religion, its secrecy begets suspicion. Chris- 
^oity .seeks pub)iciQr, and. rejects con<*ealment. It was the complacent declaration 
of Qur,Sa,vipur, that all. his. acts, his, teachings, hissernions, his communications, his 
miracles, i^^ere open and public, .and his emphatic asseveration, In secret have I 
said nothing.'* ITbis is the nature and spirit of his religion. 

How, ,^hen, «an that spirit delight in secrecy, and wrap itself in darkness ? Inno- 
cence seeks no cover ; shame and crime cry, come night," and shroud us in the 
"blanjiet pf rt^e .fiark." there p. Christian clergyman between the poles, who 
^ould,pas^s the ceremonies, and take upon himself the obligations of freemasonry, 
in open conference in presence pf hb church? How, then, dare he^ dp it in pre* 
>euce of his God ? Is his awe of Omniscience increased by the all-seeing eye, one 
of.the.^oibjiqnis, of ,f^e, order? Or is all sense of accountability banished from the 
toiud, by ^he .itnppsingt^ terrifying, and overpowering nature of the ceremonies? 
■^he inffnenqe of . Christianity is gi^eatly exerted by its distinguished professprs. The 
c^rgy haye a comi^^Qding ppwer in all fnatters appertaining to the discharge of 
social and cnpr^l .dpty. 1%eir approbation is favour, their example a euide to the 
^orld. All ,who regard the .welfare pf mankind, experience delight at we fact, . aijd 
appreciate the value offth^ir influence. Our^cial system requires it. Patriotism* 
^hile it would exclude them from affairs of state, and debar them froni all employ- 
'l^ats, purely secular or politicalt and devote them to the duties of their holy voca- 
^on, the ♦* cure of ^ouls,** wpuld not seek to.diinmish, but strive to increase, their 
Oioral and, religious. influenQe. 

Freemiasonry, like every other subtle scheme for worldly aggrandizement, has 
'ought to sanctLfy itself, by embracing in its brotherhood many worthy ministers of 
^ g<^pel. It presents . them , cqnspieuously among its titled. dignitaries, and makes 
?n ostentatious display of its . chaplains. It arrays them at its festivals, and boasts of 
power in the pulpit. 

That "pulpit, 
" Wbleh, In Iti tegitlniftte and aober uie, 
«^ Bball stand recorded while, the world shall fUnd { 
** The most.^ffectual. guard, aupport, and 
« Omameat of Tirtue's cause.'^ 

F 
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The fact of such memberahlp has had, and still exerts a powerful influence, i 
sustaining the order. It is natural and proper that it should be so. The just revc 
rence we feel for the characters and offices of those, whose doctrines and whoc 
lives co-incident, exhibit lucid proof, that they are honest in the sacred cause," n 
strains us from the belief that they can be partakers in scenes of indecent folly, or< 
atrocious impiety. We struggle against the evidence, and are prone to reject i 
from horror at the admission of the consequences. It is confidently believed, th! 
^ the fact, that clergymen and Christians are members of the firatermty, now cousti 
^ tutes the chief support of the order. If they were to abandon the institution, it wou) 
soon cease to exist. They now constitute its vitality. Deprived of the savour i 
their influence it would immediateljr perish. One of the bad effects of freemasoni] 
now to be apprehended, is the diminutioh of the useful, wholesome, religious inflo 
ence of the clergy. Before the recent disclosures, there was less danger, because tb 
inconsistency between their Christian professions, and their masonic practices, wi 
unknown to the world. But now it is revealed and manifest. With what hope c 
effect or success, could a masonic clergyman address an assembly upon the great sub 
jects of profanity, impiety, and blasphemy? The thought would immediately rusht 
the minds of his hearers ; **you have entered a lodge in the attire of a malefactoi 
taken God's name in vain in horrible oaths, shocking to all moral sense, drank, win 
out of a human skull, imprecated damnation on your soul, with double vengeance 
in case of the violation of an impious obligation, and witnessed the personificatioii o 
the great I am that I am," in the imposing scene of the burning bush, when Jeh& 
yvih commanded the chosen leader of Israel, to put off his shoes nrom his feet, for tin 
ground on which he trod was holy." Physician heal thyself," would be the spoo 
taneous, irrepressible reply of every heart. 

Freemasonry produces a mental slavery. That man is a slave whose mind u noi 
free. It is in vaih that he may enjoy light and life and the use of his own limbB,' 
if his soul is in bondage. He who is bound to secrecy on certain subjects, and to on 
class of his fellow men, by unknown ties, which do not exist between him and othen 
is unreasonably a slave. Other men, men of discordant principles and views, hmi 
power over his faculties, and in proportion to his subjection to the association, he if 
in bondage, and becomes a mere, perhaps, a dishonourable machine. 

Time will not permit a more particular or ample delineation of the solemn cere* 
monies of religion, which freemasonry blends with its ridiculous and profane exer* 
' cises. It is the less necessary, because every important report, made to the conven< 
tion, abounds in statements which fully illustrate them, and point directly to the del 
plorable effects, which familiarity with them must have upon the mind, to estrang^ 
It from the influences of religion. 

While we ** state in sorrow, not in an anger," the fact that clergymen and othei 
professed Christians are members of the fraternity, and now afford its main support 
in another view, we' regard it with delight, as furnishing the grounds of consoladoii 
' and hope. 

Few clergjrmen, it is believed, ever sought admission. They have been lured in b] 
begniling promises of advantage, and flattering through delusive hopes of more ex^ 
tended usefuhiess in their holy vocation. To have become a freemason, with good 
motives, is a misfortune, not a crime. It may, indeed, be questionable, whether th( 
petition the candidate b required to present, that he is not influenced by curiositr 
IS always in exact accordance with truth. Whether so or not, can be known onl] 
' to the searcher of hearts. As that declaration is made without other knowledge ol 
freemasonry than the brethren are pleased to give, the departure from truth, if anj 
there be, can only be ascribed to the influence of the institution. As the candidate 
may be fairly presumed to believe the institution virtuous and useful, his motives in 
becoming 'a member, are not Uable to impeachment. A continued adherence to the 
institution, after its impurities are shOwn, and its abominations are proved, presents 
a far different aspect. 

Many Christians yet continue their menibership. Considerations, the force of which 
' it b difficult to appreciate, have hitherto held tnem to their allegiance. Let us re- 
gard them in all coaritableness, with a deep and abiding consciousness, that the sain^ 
omniscient Being who will adjudge them for their adherence to freemasonry* ^ 
also adjudge us for our treatment of them. 

As the institution craved their admission, and now relies upon their membership 
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for sustentation, it is a natural presumption, that it should make vast efforts to retain 
them. We may not be sensible of the number, variety, or power of the inducements 
that may be presented to their minds, or addressed to their feelines. We may not 
know how the (juestion may be connected with other questions of duty. As we can- 
not fully appreciate the power of the temptation to remain, we cannot duly estimate the 
strength of mind, the energy of character, or the sense of duty, required to overcome it. 

We cannot resist the belief, that they will now rega^ the question in the new as- 
pect in which it is presented, and that the convictions of conscience will finally pre- 
vail over all other considerations, and produce their voluntary abandonment. We 
are strengthened in our confidence, by the example of the many distinguished indi- 
viduals of the clerical vocation, who have already emancipated themselves from the 
thraldom in which they had been so long bound, and now labour with such com- 
I mendable zeal and rare ability, to free the land from an institution so full of abomi- 
» nations and dan^rs. 

i. Many other distinguished ornaments of the church, without any practical know- 
ledge of freemasonry, convinced by the recent disclosures of its irreligious nature and 
tendency, have engaged, with an ardour insjHred by the importance of the subject, 
in disseminating the light of truth, and in warning the world, that those who would 
' eschew evil, should be aware of the fascinations of this deceptive order. 

Christians of such benign intents, and high and holy purpose, want no promptings 
i but their own sense of duty, their anxiety for the salvation of souls, and their reve- 
rence for their God. In the spirit and charity of the gospel, they invite the attention 
»of their brethren in the church, who belong to the fraternity, and address them in the 
language of infinite condescension, Come, let us reason together." Calm and de- 
li|)erate discussion, conducted in the spirit of brotherly love, will awaken investi^a- 
> tioa, quicken a sense of duty, give force to its impulse, and produce the results which 
truth requires. Let us not censure the hesitation, or chide tne tardy action of Chris- 
'tians who are yet members of the institution; but invite their attention^ and leave 
them to the influence of time and their own reflections. The example of others will 
^not be lost upon them. They will not be unmindful of the memorable act of a be- 
hoved brother, the thread of whose spotless and useful life, was recently and prematurely 
cut; whose |;entle spirit, too pure for earth, took a sudden and early flight to heaven, 
f et not till It had rused its warning voice against the pretensions, character, and 
tendency of this institution. Oh my soid ! come not thou into their secret, unto 
their assemUy, mine honour be not thou united." It is enough for me ta know, 
that masonry is anH^christian and impiou8y and no man henceforward shall put ma 
ui the catalogue of clergymen abetting masonry." (a) A tremendous responsibihty 
rests upon masonic clergymen. The continuance or speedy destruction of the order, 
is in their power. Let us indulge the animating hope, that whatever considerations 
may restrain their immediate action, convictions of their Christian duty will ulti- 
mately prevail. Let us not forget that we oppose the masonic institution, not its 
members, only as they adhere to and uphold it. Against them we indulge no hos- 
tile feeling. Who are they? Men like ourselves, not less virtuous, gifted, or patriotic>s 

bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh," our kindred, companions, and friends, with 
whom we delight to take sweet converse, and walk to the house of God in company." 

Many of them are masons of only three degrees, and as ignorant of the unfevealed 
iniquity of the institution, until recentiy, as mose who never passed the threshold of 
ft lodge. They have not been partakers in word or deed, in its late abominations. 
In the. perpetration of those outrages, it was the institution that sinned, by the infatUf 
ation it produces, and not its members as individuals. It is to that, and not to them, 
that the shade of Morgan points, with a clay-cold, but unerring hand; and, like the 
ghost to Richard on Bosworth field, cries in a voice that should harrow up the soul : 
" thou art my murderer, despair and die." 

The views we have taken, inspire and justify a confidence, that the Great Head 
of the church, who has always extended to it ms signal protection, rescued it from 
innumerable perils, purified it in his own time and manner, is moving the hearts of 
his children to an investigation of the very subject propounded in the resolution. 
Nothing more is necessary. Attention and inquiry will produce benign results. 
Those who put their trust in God need not fear but he will deliver his church from 
the lurking dangers of this^imposture. 

(a) J. S. Christmas 
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Afr. Seward, on behalf of Mr, EHmaJeer, from the Committee, next herec^r men^ 
turned, reported as foUowa: 

The Committee appointed to report resolutions expreisivd of the sentiments of 
tins Convention, on the subject of freemasonry, respectfully report the following 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Besolved, That in the judgment of this Convention, the revelations which have 
been made and published of the secret obligations, rites, and ceremonies of the soci- 
ety of freemasons, are true. 

Refolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, founded upon the most thorough 
investigation, not only of historical facts, but also of masonic tradition, the institution 
of freemasonry originated in the city of London, in th6 early part of the last century. 

Resolved, That; the oaths of freemasonry are neither legally, morally, nor religious- 
ly obligatory. 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this Convention, an actual adherence by free- 
masons to the principles contained in the obligations of the order, is inconsistent with 
the higher and paramount duties whlck they owe to the state, and is a disqualifica- 
tion for offices of public trust. 

Resfdved, That the organiscation and principles of the society of freemasons, are 
inconsistent with the genius of our republican institutions. 

Resohed, That it is the right and duty of the people, to abate the evils of freema- 
sonry, in the same manner as under our free institutions all other great moral and 
political evils are abated ; by the exercise of the right of suffrage. 

Resolved, That the political character of freemasonry is established in the clearest 
manner, by the direct testimon;^- of numerous freemasons of ^ highest respectabili- 
ty, who have seceded from the institution, and by their publication of a masonic ap- 
peal, made to the fraternity of Massachusetts by the grand master of the grand lodge 
of that state, in favour of a candidate for governor of that state who was a freema- 
son, in preference to the opposing candidate, who was not a freemason ; and thai 
such political character is in entire accordance with the letter and spirit of several 
of the degrees of the order. 

Resolved, That the whole history of freemasonry, and that of the United States 
for the last thirty-five vears, and more especiallv for the last fouryears, demonstrate 
^ that the institution of freemasonry has rendered the press in the United States sub- 
servient to its will ; that it is a plain principle of politics, that no society of men 
ought to exist among us, which can directly or indirectly, abridge the freedom of 
the press ; and that when such abridgment does take place, there is no remedy for 
the evil, but the appeal to the people, in the exercise of the elective franchise. 
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Thb Unitkd States Anti-Masokic CffMTKKTioir aasembled in the eitr of PhihuMplua, on 
satttrday, the eleventh day of September, 1830, and organized ^emaelTes in the DiHrict Court 
Koonoy at the comer of Sixth and Chestnut-streets. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlksbt, of New-York, Joscra Ritnck, Esq. of PemisylTania, was 
caUed to the chairy and Jobm CLABsSy of die dty of Philadelphia, appointed Secretary, pio 
tempore. 

The Secretary then proceeded to cidl the names of the delegates to the ConYention fiom the 
seyeral states represented in that body, commencing with those ftom New- Yorlc Upon oomit- ~ 
uag them over, it appeared that 96 delefiutes from New-York, 15 from Maasachusetts^ A from 
Comiecticat, 5 from Vermont, 2 from lUode Island, 95 from PennsylTania, 7 from New-Jersey, 
1 from Delaware, 6 from Ohio^ I from Maryland, and 1 from the Territory of Michigan— in all 
96, were present. 

On motion of Mn. Whittlksbt, 

Uesohedf That this conTention be organized by the appointment of one President, fbor Yice- 
Fresidents, and two Secretaries. 

Mr. WHrrTLBSBT then saidL that at an xnfonnal meeting this mominff of the delegates, or a 
i^jor part of the delegates to the oonvention, a committee^ of which he had been designated as 
chairman, had been appointed, for the purpose of nominaUng snitable persons to fill tfis seTeial 
offices in thiabody. He. therefore, nominated FRANCIS GRANGER, Esq. of New-York, 
u the President of the Convention. The nomination being mumimously oonnmed, 

Mh, GktANaaa made a few remarks complimentary to the respectability and importance of 
the convention, and admonitory of the propriety of ita proceedinffs being marked by a cool 
deliberation aiul dignity, whic^ while they woul o secure the seneraT rest^ect of the community, 
would, at the same tixne, show its firmness of purpose. To us, said he, nave been confided the 
dearest interests of the American character, and by our proceedings oiu;ht that character to be 
preserved as pure as the virtue of patriotism. Reiymff for support in the diair, upon the kind 
partiality which had placed him there, he shoidd cheerfully enter upon its duties, and discharge 
uem to the best of his ability. 

JosBPB Ritnsr, of Pennsylvama, Abnbr Phelps^ of Massachusetts, Robert Hakna, or 
Ohio, and Samuel W. Dexter, of the Territory of Afichigan, were then nominated and elected 
^ Vice-Presidents of the convention ; and John Clarke, of Pennsylvania, and Noblb D. 
oTROBG, of Connecticut, as Secretaries. 

The convention being thus organized; it was opened with a prayer from Uie Rev. Mr. Thacher, 
one oi( its members. 

On motion, a committee of one member firom each state and territory represented in the con- 
vention was appointed by the President. To eive this committee time to make their report, an 
^jouniment took place till four o'clock this afternoon. 

At four o'clock, the convention re-assembled in the District Court Room. Samitbl P. Ltmak, 
of Massachusetts, and Nathan wl B. Boilbau and Alexander PLUMMBR^of PennsylvaniSi 9d- 
<^tional meBkbers, appeared, and took their seats. These accessions made the whole^ number 
3fdekgai«id». 
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Mr. Pbklm, from the committee appointed to lay befinre the oonrentlon tke mibjecti pioper 
Ibr its oonsideration, reported certain resolutions, which, after a little desultory discussion upon 
one or two of them, and after those were modified, were adopted. — [See the Resolutioos at 
leneth, in the JoumaL] 

Another resolution, appointing a committee to report the evidences of the truth of the dis- 
closures in Bernard's "Light on Masonry," was reported and adopted. But Mr. Ward, of 
New- York, moved its reconsideration, and offered a substitute, the object of which was to limit 
the inquiries of this committee, to the degrees above those which may be known to any mem- 
ber of the convention. He did not perceive the utility of investigating the truth of the dis- 
closures on the degrees known to tne seceding masons in this convention, who had been 
already appointed a committee to repoit an outline of free-masonry, as fiir as they were 
initiated mto it, and to certify its truth under their own hands. 

Mr. Phclfs, of Massachusetts, Mr. Irwin and Mr. Todd, of Pennsylvania, rather favored 
the original resolution. It was finally adopted, and the substitute disagreed to. 

Mr. Seward, of New- York, objected to the second resolution, as originally reported bv 
the committee : [for the introduction of honorary members.] He considered it to be too broad. 
It mig^t admit a great number of persons, who were not de]e|ates, td seats in the convention, 
and lead to controversies which it ought to be the object m the convention to avoid.' He 
thought that the delegates sent here were competent to perform the duties assigned to them ; 
that they should be guided by Uie light of their own minds, rather than to seek that of others, 
and that no benefit could be derived from the admission of other persons than del^;at«8 into 
this body. He moved the reconsideration of the resolution, and the motion was carried. 

The resolution being now taken up, Mr. Phelfs said, that the resolution was an instruction 
to a committee, simply to eonsider the expediency of admitting such and such persons into the 
convention. Several gentlemen of high character, who were not delegates, but who might af- 
ford material aid, were present in this city. Among them, there was one from North Caro- 
lina. He was not a delegate, because there were not enough anti-masons in his state to elect 
a delegate. He had no wish, in comine into the convention, to vote, but to obtain information, 
and take it back with him to light up Uie flame of anti-masonry, in the great state of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. Seward said, that he was satisfied with the explanation of the chairman of the coamdt- 
tee, and, with a modification, which he would submit, he would agree to the resolution. He 
then modified it as it appears among the resolution^ in the Journal, and it was adopted ac- 
|DordinglJ^ 

Mr, WHITTLESEY wishcd a reconsideration of the resolution, to inquire into the effects of 
inasonr|r in regard to religion. In relation to the evil tenden^ of free-masonry to the cause 
of religion, the convention oujgfat to have nothings to do. That should be left to judica- 
tories and conventions of a religious character. ^ So far as masonry was fraught with evils to 
morals, to government, and to man in his social condition, as he believed it ^was, he was 
for investigating it, and no farther. With these views, he moved the rejection of the re- 
solution. 

Two or three gentlemen made remarks in reply to Mr. Whittlesey. They considered the 
subject of free-masonry as important in its effects upon rehgion, as upon morals or government 
It was improper to draw a custiBction between them. The love or country and of God, was 
the same. The interests of religion and of the state were the same. 

Finally, the resolution was recommitted. 

Mr. Ilou.Bt» of New- York, moved that when the convention adjourned, they should adjourn 
to the sal(xm of the Musical Fimd Siddety. The committee informally appointed by a volun- 
tary meeting of several members of the convention, previous to its organization, of which he 
was chairmao, had ascertsdned that the saloon could be had for the use of the convention, fiv 
SOO dollars, and they had engaged it accordingly. He held in his hands a lease or tbat 
ROOM FOR the vsb OF THIS CONTENTION. The halL with all the requisite accommodations for 
the convention, could be obtained by ten o'clock on Monday morning. It was capable of hold- 
ing 1500 persons. The convention accordingly adjourned to that place and time. 

Mondau, Sept. 13. / j r 

Agreeably to adioumment, the convention assembled at the Saloon of the Musical Fund 
Society. Four additional delegates appeared and took their seats. The whole number now 
, amounted to 103. 

The committees appointed in confi>rmity to the resolutions adopted on Saturday, were ai^ 
nounced from the Gfaair.-r-[See the names m the JoumaL] 

Mr. Dennt, from the committee to whom the subject was referred, reported a set of rules and 
orders finr the regulation of the proceedings and debates of the convention. The repcMl was 
adopted without amendment. — [See the JoumaL] 

On motion of Mr. Strong, a committee of three was appointed to receive daily, the doings ol 
the convention from the Secretaries, and to see that they were correctly prepared for publi- 
cation. 

Mr. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, submitted the following resolution : 

Hetolved, That a committee of five be appointed to mquire and report oonceming the effect 
of the ties and obligations of free-masonry upon the commerce and revenue of the Umted Statea 
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Mr. Iewim, in submittiiig this resolution, said, that if the Inibnnation which he had raoeiTed 
on the subject were correct, smugeling and piracy were fiiTourcd by the tendency of the masonic 
oblkations, and partiality often shown to masters and commanders of vessels, who were members 
of the fraternity. The subjects of commerce and revenue, and of smugslinff, had occupied the 
attention of all our statesmen f and this inquiry might result in fiicts, v^ch would call for th6 
consideration of the national legislature. 

The resoltttion was agreed -to ; and it was referred to a committee, of whom Mr. Irwin is 
diainnan. 

Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts, presented a communication from Samuel G. Anderton, ad- 
dressed to the convention, the object of which was to confirm, in the most solemn manner, the 
truth of an affidavit which he some time ago ^ve, on the subject of the alleged horrid oaths and 
obligations of masonry, and of certain enormities committed under their influence. Before the 
letter was read through, Mr. Rvgolbs moved its reference to a committee, to consider whether 
it was a proper letter to be read. The reference was accordingly made ; and Mr. Ruooles sub- 
sequently re{)orted fiivourably to the reading, and, at a still later hour, in fiivour of putting the 
letter on the journals. — [It was so ordered, and the letter will be found in the appendix to the 
Journal.] 

Mr. Curtbnius submitted the following resolution, which, after objections to its expediency 
by Mr. Siiadb, Mr* Walker, and Mr. M'Culloch, was laid on the table for the present. 

Raolvtdy That a committee be appointed to consider and report the most expedient time, 
place, and manner, for making nominations of candidates for toe offices of Prbsidbnt ami 
Vice Prrsidbnt of the UniUd States. 

Mr. MiDDLBsWARTHy of Pennsylvania, suggested the convenience and propriety of the dele- 
gation from each state sitting together in the convention. Ctuestions might arise, upon which it 
would be desirable for the delegates of a state to consult together. 

Mr. M<Culloch objected to this arrangement, considering it improper, and calculated to 
fester sectional or local views. 

At the instance of Mr. Hopkins, the subject was postponed for the present 

Mr. Swbet, of New- York, offered the following resolution. 

Resdvedf That a committee be raised to inquire mto the pecuniary circumstances and situa- 
tion of the fiunily of Capt. William Moi^an, and to report what measures, if any, should be 
adopted for their support 

Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, thought that this convention, as such, had nothing to do with 
the fiunily of Capt Morgan. The abduction and murder of that individual, did not constitute 
the basis of anti-masonry. That was perhaps a providential circumstance in its frivour. The 
investi^tion and proceedings of the convention in regard to free-masonry, should be coolly and 
dispassionately conducted. This resolution would he looked upon as intended to inflame the 
feelings and peuasions, rather than to appeal to the judgment ; to excite the sympathies, rather 
than open the eyes, of ^e people, on tne subject ofmasonry. 

Mr. Sweet said, he had not offered the resolution for the purpose of exciting the public feel- 
ing, nor of adding to the excitement which aheady existed. He thought the inquiir, however, 
due to the cause m which they were engaged, and to which Captain Morgan fell a martyr. 
His wife was of feeble constitution and needed support Many gentlemen in New- York had 
contributed to it ; and he thought that the subject was worthy of the consideration of the con- 
vention. 

Mr. Read, of New-York, could not perceive that the resolution was calculated to lead the 
public mind astray. If the family of Captain Morgan had no more claim to our support than 
others, they had to our sympathies. Some states &d given something to the relief of this dis- 
tressed family ; others had not ; and he seemed to be of the opinion, that the object was one 
worthy oi the attention of the convention. 

Mr. M*Culloch, of New-Jersey, said that the object of the convention was to prevent future 
nuachieft from the influence of free-masonry and not to remedy the past He considered the 
^solution as Quixotic 

Mr. Bari.ow, of Massachusetts, observed, that individual contributions for the support of 
Captain Morgan's wife and fionily, had been given to a considerable amount : they could and 
would still be resorted to. It would' bo travelSne out of the way for this convention to take up 
^ subject He hoped that the resolution would not prevaiL 

Mr. Walker, of Massachusetts, thought it inexpedient to adopt such a resolution. Great 
■ympathy has justly been felt for the fate of this lady's husband, who had fallen a martyr in a 
^t gk)rious cause. His name had been immortalized. But it would be more proper for a 
future convention, still more national, to take up this subject Great burdens, a ^eat sacrifice 
of time and money, had been and would be mcurred by those who came to this convention. 
As an individual, he hoped that the frunily would receive support In Massachusetts, some- 
had been done. He had no fear of excitement ; but he hoped that the resolution would 
not prevaiL 

Mr. Cookr, of New- York, had made it his business to become acquainted with iht family 
of Captain Morgan. He had witnessed their distress : he had witnessed the withdrawal from 
them of all masonic aid. The question was, whether this convention, as a body, would coine 
^"^ymd 7 He hoped, however, that the question would be waived for the present 
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The resolution was rejected. 

Mr. Taylor, of New- York, moved the following resolution : 

Retolvedy That a committee be appointed to make inquiry as to th« infiUenoe of ftw-nlaBonry 
on the public press, and whether it be expedient to adopt Bn^ measures, in relation thereto. 

Mr. Todd, ot Pennsylvania, called fot the reasons which mduced the gentleman irom New- 
ITork to ofEtT this resolution. 

Mr. Taylor swd, he could riot be e^ipected to ^ largely into all explanation of hiis own 
resolution at this time : but as an honourable gentleman had reouested it, he would expre^ a 
few views upon the subject, although he was aware, that in touching the public press he should 
touch a hornet's nest 

ft was my fortune, said Mr. T. to reside near the place firom which Momtt was taken, 
and to learn the course pursued by 'the press«i in that section of country, as well as the course 



to say, for it is a feet, that m those parts of the country where I have been particularly ac- 
Quainted, the press has been muzzled by free-masonry : I do not say it was always dbrecUy by 
free-masonry : though in somecasesi know it has been so. Directly Ot indirectly, <ree-inasonry 
has controlled the press. 

The conductors of the periodical papers have been kept under ah irifluence arising from the 
power of patronage. The fear of losing patr6nage has paralyzed^e p'^ess. There are other 
causes which have operated to a very great extent. The presses not actually conducted by ma- 
sons, have beien muzzled by friends, oy the influence of individuals belonging to the institution ; 
insomuch, that the facts in relation to Morgan^s fate, have not. tothisilay, had a general circu- 
lation* I know that to this very day, many people have, through this same influence, been kept 
ighbrarit of all that has transpured in relation to this institution. I do not now say thitt it is m 
our power to do any thing upon the subject, arid therefor^ the resolution is couched in such 
languagiB as to leave it for the committee to report what may be expedient. But it is within 
the knowledge and recollection of all or many, that papers have been muzded, and their influ- 
ence paralyzed * and it seems to me proper that this convention should do something; though 
it is not my wish to encroach upon the rights of the ooriimittee appointed for laying ottt the 
business or the convention. 

Mr. Hopkins, from New-York, said, that he twuf not noMr prepared to lay before the con- 
vention, at length, the views which he should entertain upon this subject. Biit the occasion 
called upon lum now to say, that, in his opihioii, no more important or legitimiite subject of con- 
sideration could ccMne before the convenuon. Sir, said the speaker, the question of the pubHc 
press in this country, is virtually the question of public liberty. 

Whoever will refer to the history of this nation for the past, may perceive that the conduct 
of the periodical press in relation to masonry, is a phenomenon ; a case entirely new and pe- 
culiar. From the beginning of all our reooUections until this' moment, there has never be^n 
any other case of an outrage, any" way coRSiderable, that has not been resounded in the pub- 
lic papers from one end to ue other of this immense empire. £very accidental death, - every 
riot, or burglary, and especially every murder, is caught upj and circulated with eager dili- 
gence. TcuEe a recent example. 

A profligate banker from England rims a^ay with the money of those who had trusted him, 
and hides himself in a remote corner of the South. His injured creditors follow and «urrest him, 
and brine him to New- York, which is not exactly according to legal form. But in his arrest he 
is treatea with all imaginable delicacy; he travels like a gentleman^; arrived at New- York, he is 
lodged ia apalace, caressed and followed ; is defended by the mosteminent counsel ; becomes^a 
subject of public interest, and sets up on a great scale mr a persecuted man. Every circum- 
stance concerning the' base fugitive is resounded through the Union. All America is in a 
ment because a run-away Englishman was unlawflilly, though gently, and peaceably, c&rried 
from Georgia to New-York. 

What was the case of William Morgan 7 I need not repeat particulars. A free man — an 
American b(Mm,-~ without any offence against our laws, — ^is imprisoned first as a debtor, then 
as a felon, is blindfolded and gagjged, bereft of all possible aid ftom counsel or friends, e^d 
finally made to disappeior from the face of this habitable g:lobe. Many of us who were in cfis- 
tant parts of the state^ can recollect hearing some indistinct rumours of a man being taken 
oft, A remember hearing that some affidavits had been published in a sinsle western paper. I 
sought for information in NevT-York, but could find none ; for some monuis, I could not learn 
what had tsiken place. 

Here, then, was a cdSe where a man had by unlawftd violence been mysteriously taken Grom 
friends and &mily, and the light of day, and who remained unaccounted for. It is impossible 
to imagine a case of more deep and alarming interesL Neither were the facta inaccessible. 
They were published at the west : copies of that publication were knoMm to be in the city of 
New- York ; and yet no paper in that dty, or but one only, dared to allude to the trarisacuoi^ 
and but one or two in other parts of the state. All other papers alike, as if actuated by ont 
spirit, or controlled by one poWer, kept an obstinate, systematic, spell-bound silence. 

The people at large had no possible means to come at the fhcts. If they heard sKnne vague 
rumoUift, oonM tHey know that there was ever sndi a man as William Mo fean 7 Had he thus 
disappeared 7 Oh, no t it was only the ravings of some &ctious people at the West* And while ft 
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few reporta and tunnittiff were circulated, and then denied and ridiculed, daiut hooted doWk^ th# 
wen established iHctis eOuld in no way be laid before the people. 

IfTeither ^^ould the papers deny the fkcts. They would lieither, in generAl, siety that Mor^ 
had, or haxf iidt, been taken away. It was a 83r8tem of silence, dead mysterious, and mani- 
festly produced by some g^nend and powerfid cause. 

In saying this^ I nkeftn not tb reproach all our papers with criminal <5onnivahce. Marty Were 
restrained by a jUst fear of the order, and felt that they had too much at stake. Th^mi^t 
have no objections to th^ publication of authentic or might widi' to publish. But tn0 
secret hand of free-masonry was upon them : they had reason to dread the oon8e<|[Uence8 of 
naming William Morgan, or his abduction or murder. 

If any ediUnr doubt^ Whether a free citizen had been violently taken from amon^ men, and 
Mdden whexe'the light of day. and the hand of charity, and &e consolations of friends could 
never reach him, why ndl deny the fact 7 Or why not demand' information, or challenge 
inquiry 7 

But, no! u nbn^lten i^ence was the command of free-ma86hif7, and Chat command was 
obeyed by very nearly all the old presses, ^nd in a country whete not only the tale of every 
fugitive forei^er, but of every stolen horse, is sounded throu^ the Union, the papers preserved 
an ominousi silence regarding the abduction, and torture, and murder of a man and a citizen ! 

I have alluded to the state of the presses in &;eneral ; and to those which are situated in the 
village and vicinity where Morgan lived, whidi were surrounded by men concerned in the ab- 
ductfon; Gk> now to the presses under the patronage of ^vemments. Go to the state paper 
of Ne w- Y(^k ; a paper ciijoying a legal monopoly to a limited extent^ and in part supported 
by the publi<! ; a paper fhnn these causes denving great confidence amon? tne people, and 
therefore bound tO a certain degree of trudi and imputiaUty in publishing tacts, while that 
paber, like others, is filled with notices of every act of violence from Mame to Aricansaw, the 
abduction and murder of Morgan seem alone td be unknown to the Albany ArguSk 

Where then do the people (» these ITnited States stand ? Let us open our eyes to view our 
real condition ; and it is thitf : l^heite is a power in this country wMch can imprison men and 
take life Without law. When it doeft so, the lelw&l are incompetent tb punish, and the press too 
much enslaved to announbe the facU Agsdnst that power we appeal to the people : our noble 
friends iif the west of New-York began that appeal under infinite diflcOuregetnentSK Ofiioe^ 
and the ma^pstracy were masonic,,and Were parties to the outrage ; the press would circulate 
AO information ; when- meetings were announced, €ae doOrs'were ciosied agcdnst them there, ae 
was attempted here in Philadelphia. 

I had not intended to taker lip the time of the conventioii ; the Object came a.brupay upon 
me, and I could- not fi>ri)ear mentioning some of the topics which often press upon my imndw 
The goveitim^t Of a secret' and self-elected body of men is no more repuuican, though it may 
preserve the fbrms, than the government of the Mamelukes of Egypt. It is no more a real 
government of the people than w^ the Roman Empire when decrees, m the name of the senate 
and people, were issued by an Augustus, a Nero, and ft Caligula. Of what use ie fireedom ot 
^tion when we are deceived as to the motives of action ? Of what benefit are votes to ns, 
when we are kept in necessary ignorance of the facts Which i^ould govern them ? 

Do the people of this country at aU i^ise this wonderfrd ftct— thftt gteat and flagrant 
crimes have been committed, which cannot be published except by estalflishing new presses ? 
The ihcui have never yet been pubHidied by the majority ot the papers iii the state of New- 
Tork. In more distiint places not a word is said of the meittier, or only something to mislead 
^nd betrdiy. 'thene is a power amonff ua which ean steal, and imprison, and murder men ; 
which asserts the right to do so ; Whioi defends the perpetrators from a common fund ; whkh 
brings them off from trial by triuhtphant acquittals ; and Which can then suppress all general 
knowledge of the fiiCtsL exciept wh^ new pressed are establifihed. 

Let these presses fall, established as they have been by immense sawrifices ; let the maftome 
prcs^ resume their empire: then name tne crime which masonry Oannot safely c(»nmtt ; a^d 
tdl me what the pufohc can learn, exbept by permission of the locEges ? ' 

I ask gentkmen to foQoW up this subject in thdr minds, and see where masonry may not 
strike, or what is the limit to her power 7 With power over the press, she has the control of 
character as well as of life. She may strike any member of this convention' by concerted 
calumny; She hajer boasted of this power in speeches^ and she bears it in her obligations. I 
have no doubt but masonry has cried down the chartsbcters, and broken the hearts of many 
honest men, who never knew the cause. Thus life, fortune, and chartoter are held by the suf- 
ferance of free^ma^nry. Go before the people, and you have no remedy except by fi»e pressesi. 
Masonry at this moment controls the sources d inmrmation over the fiur gk^ter pait of the 
Union. The people know just What edie permits them to know. 

Why need f rt^eat the truism, that the liberty of the presis is the pedledium of liberty 7 It 
is the 80L«r pallamum^BkosT EttrtiATiCALLT it is so. 

Why, then; should not all good men jom n» in this cause? Is ii deiued that the press in 
shacSOed 7 Ca:n imptidence pretend that it is not thus shackled in fiivour of murder and per- 
jtoy? Are not tftese efibrts of ours made to set it free 7 Does not masonrj^ penriiit in hiding 
the knowledge of Acts, which no human dudadty cem now deny to be true 7 

Iti the anient reptibUcs, in Rome and Athens, and other firee i^tes, the democracy eaMnbM 
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mramu) the Ibnim, and tke advocates of liberty pleaded her cause, before free nations. But 
liave you any orator here to gather together our millions from Missouri to the main ? Have 
yon any suxm foium ? The press wiel& the argument and persuasion of this age. It is only 
by this, that the wise and good can bring their counsels home to the people. Take frt>m the 
press its liberty, and you leaye with masonry the power to strike and. to overawe whom she 
wilL Leave us in the hands o£ masonic magistrates, sheriffs, Jurors, witnesses, and judges, 
and of a miisonic press, and then what is public liberty worth, and how far are we removed 
from despotism 7 Who that is not a mason, will not feel that he is a state, and act ac- 
cordingly ? 

I must h<^, sir, that the resolution w91 prevail. 

Mr. Tbrrt, from Connecticut, rose, not to go into the consideration of this question gene- 
rally, but simply to state some &ct8 within his own knowledge, as to the state of the press in 
that part of Uie country in which he resided. Said the speaker, there are eight newspapers 
published in Hartford, where I live ; and yet. it is impossible to procure the insertion of any 
thing regarding fiee-masonry in any one of tnem, except in one recently established by the 
anti-masons, I select one fact. 

Mr. Whittlesey, of Middletown, lately renounced free-masonry, and under circumstances 
calcidated to make a deep impression upon the public mind, for he was in the last stage of 
life. I applied personally to the editor of one of our newspapers, to procure the insertion of 
that renunciation, but he refused. 

I addressed myself to one gentleman, whom I thought a very candid, honourable man, the 
editor of another paper, but it was all in vain. I believe he would have been willing: person- 
ally, to have had it mserted. but he dared not do it. He was so much under the influence of 
masons, in consequence of their patrona^ that he seemed to consider it unsafe. This is the 
case, universally, in the state of ConnecUcut. No anti-masonic intelligence can be inserted in 
any paper but one. To be sure, when some fine stories were circulated about the appearance 
of Moi^^ at Malta, and at Smyrna, the masonic editors inserted but nothing elae. 

In the state of Connecticut, which the vanity of its inhabitants sometimes calls the Athens of 
America, there are hundreds and thousands of our citizens who know nothing upon this sub- 
ject. They do not read the anti-masonic paper—for they are told that it is a contemptible 
thing, set up by some worthless person from I^ew York: they are deterred from taking this, 
and lUl the other presses are muzzled, completely muzzled. 

I now content myself with making one further remark. If the newspapers of this country, 
—which ouffht to be free — ^if the papers of this country had pursued their course and been 
really fjeee^ I venture to say there would have been very little need of our assembling in con- 
vention this day. No, Sir, the people would, ere now, have understood the subject completely, 
and decided right ; for nothing more is necessary than to inform the people. The great dim- 
eulty is, the want of disseminating information upon this subject. It does appear to me, that 
the resolution which has been offered by the gentleman from New York, is an all-im- 
portant one. 

Mr. Whittleset, of jPfew York. This is a resolution of deep inmortance, and one upon 
which time may be spent profitably. What are the facts? William Morgan, a citizen of the 
state of New York, a free man, is seized at mid-day in Batavia, transported by relays of 
horses a distance of 150 miles, confined in a fortress of the United Stateis, and, a few days 
after, put to death ! This was an outrage which necessarily re<][uired many agents j extensive 
must have been the correspondence and concert, which carried into operation this hi^h-handed 
offence. It might have been supposed, that the whole people would have risen up mdignant, 
and demanded punishment for the perpetrators of such an outrage. 

It would be supposed, that the press, the public press, trumpet-ton^ed as it has ever been 
in cases of crime of this description, would have lent its powerful aid in the investi^tion ; that 
it would have put forth, in animated language, its details, and joined the public m^ requiring 
at the hands of the perpetrators, vengeance and punishment, for the blood of their victim. 

In that whole section of country, populous and well informed as it is. and abounding in 
presses, there was, for months, but a single press found that dared to tell the tale i but one 
single press dared to offer a word in relation to the fate of this unhappy man ! When re- 
quests were made for the insertion of information, those who made tnem were insultingly 
refused. I know some facts in relation to this transaction, and I will mention one. In the 
village of Rochester, where I reside, an editor, a member of the society of friends, ventured to 
say, that he thought it not quite ri^t, to take a man thus away and put him to death, and if 
they had done it; as represented, there ought to be a legal investigation. When tins moderate 
article appeared m this print, a kni^t templar, a treasurer of Monroe encampment, or bearing 
some hi^n office, rushed into his omce, ordered his advertisements out of the paper, and the 
paper discontinued,' stating to the publisher, that, if he did not retract, more than half his sub- 
scnbers would take the same course. He then went to a royal arch mason, and boasted that 
he had shut the quaker's head. I grieve, for the honor of the press, that the editor did recant. 

Another &ct: — I was myself) at that time, the conductor of^a public paper, and ventured to 
say, that the fiicts ought to be given to the public I was met, privately, by the minister, 
under whose teaching 1 had been sitting, and who w^ also a Imignt templar m Monroe en- 
campment. £[e told me, as I valued my reputation, my living and character, not to meddle 
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wlih tliat tubject. He aaid, th« bulkmis were poweiftdy Uiey were my ftiendi; and they bad 

in their bands, the means of my ruin. 

Sir, there is not a &ct in the whole course of this outrage, not a fhct in the wbde history of 
thQ transaction, so alarming, as this forced silence of the press, muzzled, shadcled, and influ- 
enced by the nratemity. We felt it to be so, and we have at a heavy expense established 
presses for the express puipose of giving puUicity to facts, for in no other way oould they 
reach the public eye. Ana I venture -to say, that nineteen out of twenty, of all the anti- 
masonic presses now in operation, have been constrained to give publicity to this matter, 
or have been established expressly for the purpose ; of the old presses in New York and the 
eastern states, not ten have even yet openea their columns in any manner. 

Last winter the report of a public officer was made to the legiuatuie o£ the state ; an official 
document entitled to high creait. Yet that report never saw the light, through the columns 
of our public press in any of the large towns and cities of our state, ot in very few if any. 
There was scarcely a press that dare give publicity to that documMit, sanctioned jub it was by 
hi^ official authority, except the presses o£ an anti-masonic character. The history of the 
truLls, where free-masons put at ddiance the power of the law; where witnesses renised to 
answer after being sworn, and triumphed in the success of their obstinacy; that history has 
never been published in the public papers, except by those which are anti-masonic Ought not 
such &cts to arouse our citizens? Hut means must be found to make the fects known ; and 
when knoiwn, the fects alone would demonstrate the importance of this enquiiy. 

Mr. Todd, of Pennsylvania, said that he had not called for the reasons in &vour of this 
resolution from any hostility to it. He had thoue^t that perhaps the object was embraced in 
the duties of another committee. He was decidedly in favour of the inquiry, which he con- 
sidered a very important one. The first infi>nnation uat he had received in reuition to Morgan 
was, that he was m Canada attending a bar ; then that he was at Smyrna, wearing the turbaiv 
and afterwards that he was among our Indians, wearing the breech-cloth ; and next that he 
was on shipboard. This was the kmd of mformation whidi.we received, and all that we could 
get. This drcumstance more than any other induced him to take a stand. When he came to 
learn the real truth, it was that which changed lus opinion of masonry. He considered thai 
the rights and liberties of his fellow-citizens were in danger ; and he was ibr inquiring into the 
state of the public press, with a view to the adoption of measures for their protection. 

He thought, if the public press was so completely under control, that an mdividual could bo 
taken away, transported one hundred and fifty miles, and then murdered, without a possibility 
of the pubhc arrivmg at the fects, it was time for the people to bo up ; suod if there was now 
resolution which would reach this subject, he would ^ve his right hand in fevour of it 

Mr. Rvoglbs could not suppress his feelings on this subject. The kins of France had fellen 
a victim to his efibrts to muzzle the press. And should the free sons of liberty attempt to do 
what kings had fiiiled to do ? A fection in New- York had tried to muzzle the press. This 
was a mortifying fact. Pennsylvania had sympathized with us on the occasion : andtheress- 
lution ought to be adopted. 

Mr. Phblps rejoiced that the resolution had been thus introduced. He hoped it would be 
agreed to, without waiting for the committee, of which he was chairman, to bring forward the 
subjecL 

Mr. Boiliav, of Pennsylvania, said that he approved the sentiments expressed by the gen- 
tleman who had addressed the chair, but he disapproved the manner which had been adopted 
in shewing the approbation of the convention. That manner was too light. It was too the- 
atrical ; too much like the practice of the British parliament in applaudmg their speakeis hv 
crying out. A^sr, Aeor, hear! If we indulge in this dapping of our hands when we approved^ 
we might begin to hia» what we didiked. 

The Prbsiobnt reminded the gentleman, that this was not the question before thq con- 
vention. 

Mr. Cookb, of New-York, said it had been his fortune to be located within seven miles ef the 
tragic ground alluded to ;. that there was a newspaper published in the village where her^i- 
de^ edited by a royal arch mason, and another printed in the same county, also edited by a 
n>yal arch mason. It would be recollected that the abduction took place in the month of 
S^tember, and althoueh the man was carried within four rods of the place where he dept ; 
and thou^ he had at that time as many fecilities for learning such facts as any other person, 
happening at that time to be postmaster, yet from all the papers that came to ms office, with 
the exception of Miller's from Batavia, there was not an mtimation of this evenL It was not 
known at Lewiston by the uninitiated, that he had passed throu^^h that place, till the Decem- 
ber following. The editor of the paper printed at Lewiston visited the magazine, and did 
then examine the interior walls of the building, to see if the martyr had left any marlu, by 
which it could be known that he had been confined in, that buildine. 

It was not, then, for want of information that these facts were withheld. The editor of the 
Lockport paper was also a royal arch mason. He went to Niagara to enquire about yetting 
a place to deposit Morgan. It was not for want of information that he old not publish the 
fects. These are not fiwts resting upon my own assertion, but they are recorded. 

As my friend on the opposite side of the house has just observ^, there has been a total de- 
parture from the usages or this country, as it regards this question. We often, nay daily, see 
ft chi4»ter of accidents— that a stage has turned over, that a gentleman's collar-bone was broken 
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a lady injared— Hliftt a vessel has been eaptdzed and so mmy drowned* All these thingp a3re 
arrai4:ed for the public eye, but to what paper will you refer to find the fiwts in relauon to 
WHIiam Morgan?— 01^ to ascertuh whether there was ever such a mui; or. that such a man 
was ever abducted. It is only to those papens which have grown up sinoe that catastrDphe-* 
it is to thehi we are indebted* 

When the leeal invesd^tions were commenced^ it was stqmosed that a channel was opened 
through whidi ttie fiucts might be made known ; but this channel^ loo, was cdtocether obstructed* 
and the affidavits could not reabh the pub^ ejre. We have founds and still find, thai nothing 
more is necessarv to raise feelings of indignation, than simply to inform the jmblie mind, by 
communicating tne &cts. When this is done, every man is in me same way of thinking^— except 
those who may have submitted to the d^mding ceremonies of free-masonry. Wherever you 
extend a knowledge of the facts, it is sunicient to produce conviction. 

Mr. Sewaro^ w New- York, made several remarks, the minutes of which, it is perceived 
with regret, have not Been preserved^ He said that the abduction and murder of Morgan were 
not the acts of a few misguided men. It had; been participated in, or approved by, at least 
one hundred masons. Morgan had fallen a* martyr to the liberty of the press* In relation to 
the oblifi;ation of masonry, he said that one question was, whether one hundred thousand citi- 
zens or the TJnited States had taken an oath which would prevent them from beinff impartial 
jurors. When was there sudi a questi<m to call forth the energ^ of a free press ? Where 
was there an editor who would deitt to tell this truth? Be it trtteor &lse, itoug^t to be 
made known. 

Mr. Strvrits, of Pennsylvania, was not disposed to occupy much of the time of the con- 
vention, but he would take occasion now, to allude to the influence of masonic obligations, 
and masonic influence upon the press. It is known to some of the citizens of these United 
States, — a portion, and a luge portion of our fveemen have heard it rumoured,— that there does 
sxLst in their midst, an institutimi whose secrets are operating upon the wdflsure of the com- 
rbunity, in plotting t9»se things which are not consistent with the liberty' of these States. 
Those freemen have delegated a portion of their citizens under the protection of the lawi to 
meet in Solemn council, for the high purpose of iav«stigatuig, whether, in this firee land, there 
do neiQly exist secret treasons :-^wfaether, as they have been induced' to believe, there do exist 
secret combinations of men, wnose constitution, comprised in their oaths, is inconsistent with 
jiermanent and rational Uberty. It was known that these men^ thus ddegated were to meet 
m the city of Philadelphia to make this knportant investigation. It is important to those who 
tare accused^ it is* important to the manv millions of freonen, who are told that such institUf- 
tions da exist, that a fiiir, and full, and open inquiry be had in the foce of day-— that the 
inquiry should come to the ear of a fair and impartial judge— to the people, that they may i 
bvestigate the truth for themselves. And if there be flusebood, if no such institutions exist, 
if those who haVe made the allegation before the tiihunal of the puUie, have atteinpted to im- 
pose folsehood for truth, and perjury for honest testimony, it is necessary that it should be j 
Known in order that the accused may be exculpated, and that infamy may cover those, who ! 
have thus improperly agitated the pubtie mind. If true, it is right that this great community 
should know it, and gittrd against the eviL 

Look at the operation of the press — and I ask you, every man who hears me, what propor- 
tion of the people of these United Stateiu know dmt such a convendon has- this day assembled ? 
Th^re is scarcely a man in the south who knows it, for the papers have never mentioned it. I 
Will venture to affirm, that not one fourth part of the citizens of this intelligent city,— in which 
this convention was to assemble, — ^not one fourth of the citizens of this plaoe^ even to the 
present moment, know tiiat you were to meet hereu or that you are now in session. 

Look at the public papers in the city of Philadelphia--«nd many are printed and circu- 
lated ; for it is a city of intell^enee, and their papers are ceoducted with ability, spirit and 
power ; and if there were not an influence operating, hieher than human curiosity, and hi^^er 
than is known to the laws of our land, would diey not have given a knowledge of die foctEL 
of such a convention being about to assemble, especiaBy when sueh chaii;es are allegea 
a^;aihst respectable men^ high in power. And why is it so ? Look at the daily paners of UiiB 
city, and where will you find one that has announced the aunple foetr— >I make one honourable 
exception ; for I do Imow that the foct was announced by one paper in this city, net 
to be anti-masonic 

Bqt, sir, I ask, when, in a populous dty, embradnghundreds of thousands of souls— indieii 
did such a convention ever meet, to ddiberote for a nation's safety, thax the public journals, 
seekinff the promotion of their own interests, did not jgrve their proceedings from day to day, 
and inform the publicj iviiether (hey aie pvoeMdiag right or wroiw j and if wrong direct the 
attention of the community to themy and fix the gaze of (he puuic upon them. With one 
honourable exception— excent in the iSase of a paper estabhshed upon anti-masonic grounds, 
there hi not one, of- the whole of this worthy cofpe, that appears to knew that you exist ^—oot 
one that has the desire or curiosity to see you, or a wish, that those whtxn he is to enlighten, 
should know whether this body are entitledi to respect and credit, for ^important disclosures 
which they are about to make. But we profess to have in hand matter, whether true or .fiUse, 
which, the puUic are entitled to know. And yet the papers wliieh surround you are as silent 
as the graTC. 

These ue foctSj to show, that at least this disensnon is not improper ; that at Vum a di^ 
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cussion of this kind is almost the only means of oommunieating the UxiB renrdinf an institu- 
tion which we deem dangerous. I know that the public presses on the otEer si&, now and 
then, instead of firing ttie facts, brand the etforto of anti-masonry with infamy. And I am 
sorry to say, that this practice is not confined to membeis of the fraternity (wfao fovem the 
press. I^recollect, andlately witnessed it, in an address deliveied before a maaonioassembkige 
m the westemrpart of this state, and now published in the masonic papers, where a leamed 
jud^ descended from his hisfa statk>n, to make a ohaise upon those who had &voqMd ,«he 
anU-lnaaonic cause^ in words like these, •'They pretend that the ^secrets of freo4naaonry are 
before the commumty, but for themselyes they are entitled to no credit, for it is the lashkm 
of the day in the party to which they belong, to be associated with infamy, «nd they.deaerve 
not to be publicly creaited." This reminds me of another leamed judge, from the same city, 
who upon a late occasion declined to stand as a candidate for Congress. He used language 
not less disretspectful. If any thing is <salcu]ated to cast .discredit upon the fraternity, not a 
word of it. is n>und in their papers. I know the cause ; the reasons have been p^en why they 
muzzle the press. They are, that charges are made akainst the whole fratermty, for holding 
principles, which sanction the execution of William Morgan. But let the people say whether 
u fact they do not sanction such principles. Till the masonic fraternity do disapprove of the 
act, and pronounce it unmasonic conduct ; till they inflict masonic punismnent on the malefac- 
tors, it is right that the in^putation should be repeated before the people. * And I hope that all 
the people will hear, and, more and more hear, that melancholy tragedy recited, till it awake 
them to examination. I am unwilling to injure the feelings of masons in any part of Uie 
country, but while they sanction that act, I would place before them the ghost ot that mur- 
dered martyr, in his bloody gaimenlB, though it should sear theur eye-balls. 

The resmution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Whittles At, 

Resohedy That a committee be appointed to report to this eonT«ntion what judicial evidence 
exists as to the disclosures relative to the masonic obligations. 
An official list of the members, of their address, and boarding-houses, was ordered. 
The convention then adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 
Tuesday^ Sept, 14. 

At nine o'clock this morning, the convention re-assembled at the saloon of the Musical Fund 
Society. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Qofk^ of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Clark, of Vermont, from the committee to whom the resolution on the subject viras 
referred, reported that it was not expedient to admit other persons than members to take 
seats in the convention foe the purpose of participating in debate or voting ; but that it was 
expedient to admit them to seats as honorary members. At the suggestion of Mr. Stevbns^ 
of Pennsylvania, and oUier gentlemen, the report was amended so as to permit all honorary 
members to participate in debate, and honorary members from states not here represented, to 
vote as well as deliate. 

With these amendments, Mr.Dbxter, of Michigan, opposed the resolution, and urged the 
adoption of the original report. Mr. Terrt, of Connecticut, expressed his sentunents in fa- 
vour of allowing allhonorary membm to participate in deba^, but not to vote. Mr. Walker, 
of Massachusetts, insisted upon the propriety of admitting the honorary members from states 
not represented, to the privilege of^ voting. Mr. Ruoolbs, of Massachusetts, considered it 
improper for the convention to take upon itself the power of a^^inting delegates for the 
states not represented in it, iand thought it wrong to admit honorary members at all. Mr. 
Slade, of Vermont, was . opposed to the admission of honorary members from the states 
represented in the convention. Mr. Whittleset, of New- York, said that this body had no 
right to add to or diminish the number of its members. 

The resolution was then again amended so as to admit all honorary members merely to the 
privily of participating indebate. 

Mb* Stjkvexs said, that he should vote for the resolution as amended. This convention had 
come h^e without any specific powers ; and it was not without a precedent in the admission 
of honorary members. The first anti-masdnic convention in Pennsylvania had admitted an 
eloquent and leamed gentleman from New- York [Mr. Whittlesey] to' a seat, and had invited 
him to participate in its debates and deliberations. This he had done to the great advantage 
of the cause. Here was an illustrious precedent. In the course of his observations, Mr. Stb- 
vrvs expressed the opinion that there was no danger, by the admission of honorary members, 
of any . mason attempting to take a seat amon^ them. The fraternity consisted principally of 
honourable men, taken apart from their masonic mysteries, ties, and obligations ; and he had 
no apprehension ^at any evil could result from the adoption of the resolution. 

Tne resolution was accordingly agreed to. 

Mr. Lonolbt, from North GEurolina, was admitted as an honorary member. 

Mr. Punt Mbrrick, of Massachusetts, and Ma. Charles Starr, ef New-York, appeared 
ftnd took their seats, making the whole number of the convention 105. 

Mr. Whittleset, of New- York, from the committee appointed to report a succinct and 
hicid account of the abduction and murder of Captain Wifiiam Morgan, and of the conduct 
and measures adopted by the fraternity, jointly and severally, to prevent the conviction of 
theb more pMX&inent fellow masons concerned in that abduction ana murder, submitted a de- 
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tailed report on each branch of the inquiry, ^ch occupied about an hour in reading. [See it 
among tne publiahed reports.] 

When the reading of the report was qpnduded, Mr. Sbward, of New- York, rose, and said, 
that it was an exceedingly interestine document; and as it would be some time before it 
would be printed for the use of the members, and, as observed yesterday, the newspaper press 
was muzzled, he would move that it be laid on the table for a day or two. It might be read 
by any member ; and, if any proposition should grow out of it, it might be discussed. He 
expressed his hikh sense of the ability and patience which the conomittee had exhibited in the 
preparation of the report. 

Ma. CooKB, of New- York, addressed the chair in support of the report. [The importance 
and Tariety of the matter introduced by Mr. Cooke, make the Committee unwilUng to publish 
his remarKB from the imperfect notes they possess. In order to eire time to receire his correc- 
tions, from a distance or 500 miles, hi^ speech must necessarily be postponed, and will appear 
at the end of the debates.] 

Mr. Mkmuck, from Massachusetts, was in favour of the acceptance of the report, I consider 
it, said he, an able and satisfactory exposition of the whole transaction, commencing with 
the conspiracy, going through with &e atxluction, and concluding with the efforts made to 
punish the actors in that conspiracy. The facts which are stated there Lbelieve to be true— 
the evidence that the public have oeen put in possession o^ ia sufficient to satisfy any reason- 
able mind that they are sa The statements which have been made just now, by ue gentleman 
from New- York, (Mr. Cooke,) are entitled, in my judgment, to equal confidence. The facts 
have been submitted to the alembic of the committed, and the subject has had ample justice 
done it. 

It is right and proper, that acts like those which terminated the life of a fellow-citizen should 
be well understood by Uie whole community ; that the transaction should be minutely detailed. 
It has been done. This report should be spread before the community. It should be read and 
examined. 

I deem, sir, that when we have embodied these facts — that when this convention are satis- 
£ed that the facts in that report are true, they have done all that is necessary upon that point. 
Sir, the convention may then be better occupied than in going again into further details upon 
this subject. Let us recoUect that, unpardonable and intoler&e as the abduction and deatn of 
•Morgan are, still they are not fHiti-masoiiry« That event lies not at the foundation of this 

Jiuestion. It was an event, in the course of Providence, which brought men to think and act. 
n the progress of thing^t has enabled many individuals to cast frcm them the shackles of a 
monstrous imposition. They have cast them off ; and in resolving h> do so, there are princi- 
. pies of high moment involved, upon which this whole people are also to act. Let us tnen go 
^ Dejrond tluit transaction in the western part of the state of New- York, and act upon principles 
which are to give cohesion to the anti-masonic party — ^not cohesion merely, but triumph. 
We are not assembled to try the malefiictors of the state of New- York ; that matter belongs 
. to her tribunals ; and if, from the obstructions thrown in their way, they have been unable to 
«ccom^ish it, our efforts, however high or earnest, cannot produce the effect. Enough has 
been already done in the way of discussion and reports hefe, regarding the foul acts of the con- 
spirators of New- York, which terminated in the death of that martyr. A long, as well as sad 
requiem has been chanted to his memory. Let it pass from this convention to the people, to be 
kept up by them as they see fit. . ^ 

Sir, I have said all that I .wished to say : I wished merely to throw out an admonition, not to 
reeard the conspiracy in New- York as the basis of anti-masonry, or as developing its principles. 
They are to be found by an investigation of the very character of the institution itsel£ And 
though I question not, tnat in the west, along the borders of its lakes, there have been deeds done 
whida should not be named except in the pit of darkness, yet it is for us, to travel frur beyond 
them — ^to enter at once upon the principles of our future action. We should regard the past, sir, 
but as the origin of the efforts which we are now to make. 

Mr. Matnard, of New-York, moved to lay the report upon the table. He, too, complimented 
the ability with which it was drawn up. The facts stated in it were, he was satisfied, all true ; 
but it was desirable to ascertain whether they were all such as ought at present to be laid before 
the public To fi;ive a little tune for reflection, he was desirous that the report should be 
laid upon the table : which was accordingly ordered. 

Mr. Ward, of New- York, from the committee appointed to ascertain when, where, and 
for what purpose free^masonry was first instituted; where it has flourished most, and what 
is the probable number of the firatemity in each country where it exists, made a report. 
[This will be found among the reports in this volume.] This report was laid upon the 
table. 

The convention adjourned to meet asain at 4 o'clock, at which time they reassembled. 

Mr. CvrteniuSj of New- York, wiudrew a resolution offered by hiin on a preceding day, 
relative to the nommation of candidates for President and Vice-President of the United States. 

Mr. Whittlesey, of New- York, renewed the resolution of Mr. Curtenius. 

Mr. Phelps, of Massachusetts, said he was in favour of the resolution.' A strong feeling 
aeemed to exist on this subject. He hoped that a committee would be appointed to coxisider 
this subject, and give the reasons for or against a nomination. 

Mr. Jones, of Pennsylvania, said he lao^ that no such resolution would paaa. Ha b^ 
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li'eved that at tla^ time no such eommittee should be appointed* The time had not yet come. 
Our southern and western brethren were not yet with us. We were not yet the representa^ 
tiyes of the majority of the States. The people had not instructed us, and did not expect ua 
to act on this subject. When the people wanted a nomination, they would elect delegates for 
this express purpose. 

Mm. Seward, of New- York, said he was one of those who would be pleased to have anti- 
masonic candidates for the Presidency. "He should also be pleased to have such candidates 
succeed ; but he likewise thought that prudence was necessary. He believed that it was not 
expedient now to make the nommation. The termination of the state elections mi^t alter ma- 
tenally the aspect of afiairs. 

Mr. Curtenios, of New- York, sud he was in possession of one fkct which was sufficient 
to convince every mind, -that anti-masons should have candidates of their own at a proper 
time. He held in his hand a paper containing evidence relative to the election of a late can- 
didate. This evidence ia from a mason living in the state of New-HamtMhire, and it is this : 
— That masons had come to a determination that no man but one wholiad taken the higher 
decrees of niasonry should ever again be President of these United States." 

Mr. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, offered an amendment, that there be an immediate nomina- 
tion. This amendment was lost without debate. 

Mr. Stevbks, of Pennsylvania. Sir, I think it my duty to give my reasons why I think 
the resolution ought to prevail. I know that upon tnis subject a very deep interest is felt by 
most people of the state of Pennsylvania ; and Ithink it all-miportan^ that an inquiry of this 
kind should be entered into. 

In mjr humble opinion, if we now separate, without taking some means to express our views 
upon this subject, we have not only met in vain, but worse than in vain. It will give a blow 
to the spirit of anti-masonry, and a stamp to the whole cause, which you will not easily repair. 

It is Known to many, and I aver, that^ though I believe masonry to be injurious to the cause 
of religion, it is also made to operate with more peculiar force upon our political institutions ; 
and we have therefore a right to submit the subject to the people, for their direction, t 
know of bu^ one way that they can fairly express their sentiments, and that is, by the elective 
franchise. 

If we take this course, I know it will be said that this is a political convention. This will 
be the clamour of our opponents ; but I regard their clamour as I would regard the idle winds. 
We are to be governed oy what we believe to be the will of our constituents. We iB^ukt 
take counsel our friends, and not of those who are arrayed in hostility against us. 

Now, although this coiivention is not strictly for political purposes alone, yet, in mv humble 
estimation, there is no way by which you can make the masonic fraternity feel and tremble, 
except through die medium of the elections. If we come here for the purpose of discussing 
and developing freemasomy, without taking some effective measures to enforce upon that in- 
stitution the results of our examinations, we shall place ourselves in a situatioivto merit the 
contempt of the public. 

Now, this resolution is simply to inomre, whether it is e]q>edient to proceed to the nomina- 
tion, &c. ; and it was hardly expectea that this would be met at the very threshhold in this 
way. And I ask, how are you to disseminate anti-masonry, except through some such com- 
mon medium ? I admit you may extend it slowly — some remote brethren may ^ck up a stray 
newspaper occasionally, in which there may be some vague hints upon the subject : out few. 
Very few, of all our citizens would know, fbr years, that such a ouestion has been here agita- 
ted ; for the press is muzzled ; it ia closed. But nominate a candidate for President, and call 
him the anti-masonic candidate, and it is a question which will interest every man, from north 
to south. 

Even those high dignitaries, kings, and princes, and royal companions, in this country, will 
then find it incumbent on them to meet the opposition ; to sustain their institution, or fall 
before the march of Uieir opposers. 

Our citizens at the west, knowing that there are two great presidential candidates before the 
people, will enlist themselves under the banners of one or the other of the two candidates. 
But if you reject the resolution now before you, you shut out all inquiry as to the propriety of 
a nommation at all i and the people of the United States will say, the Anti-Masonic Con- 
vention have virtually decided, that they have not the right to interfere with that nomination 
and what would be tne effect of such a course? 

On the other hand, if the nomination be made, all the people who are not now anti-masons, 
would no longer have any inducement to suspend theur dedsaon ; for they will espouse the 
t^use of one or the other ; their fedings will become warmed and interested on one or the 
other side. But if at some future time you attempt to introduce anti-masonry, the opposite 
party will say, that the feelings, of the people are pro^ngagedj and the process of anti-ma- 
sonry will stop till the next contest has gone by. In my estimation it is impwtant that a 
committee should report upon the subjecL 

If we hold to the idea, that no nommation is to be made, and that we are carrying on anti- 
masonry fbr the furtherance of a mere state contest, and that there is no. higher object here 
or in any other part of the igovemment, we have not only done nothing, but frur worse than 
nothin^for we shall have shown, that we do not intend to eradicate the evil, but to punish 
^ sins of it in certain states^ and upon certain individuals. 
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All who embariL in this cauie, aiiould «ODnder ;tbftt tree-mas(mry conUons pnneipl^ which 
vnfit any man to fulfil the high trusts of Ifae gQT«mnMli(. On wt principle .^vi^ act 
throcighout, I am in fiivour of the resolution. 

MR..HoLLvr, of New-Yoik» agieed that >ftt ,a proper (ime U iroul^ be ^D^oefgai^ toliaye 
candidates. 

Mr. Dbxmr, of Michigan,<aaid that H was not necnesfuy «tthj«i time-tp4is9^ the pro- 
priety of a nomination; butnieMly for that of appointing of |i cofmnittee .to inquire into the 
expedienoy. 

Oa. motum of Mr. Hqvkins, of New-Yodc, the resolu^ was so amended that the com- 
mittee dbould consist of one member from each state and territory here;represQntecL 
The resdution, in that shape, was then adopled. 

Mr. Hovrins, of New-York, to vdiom the sul^t ?im irafecred,,mf|de a nswrt on \he true 
nature of masonic paths and obligations. 

The rep<Ht was laid on the table, and the convention aciiowrned to iino^ at 9 o'<;lock to- 
morrow morning. 

WtAutdaffrSepL 15, 1830. 

The convention met punuant to adjournment. 

Ma. Tbacbbr, from the committee on the subject, made a report ^upon the nature and qiirit 
of anti-masonry, the means resorted to by firee-maaons to Aupinress inquiry, Ik., which, on 
motion, was ordered to lie upon the table. 

Ma. Olivbr, from the comfnittee on that jubjeot, made a report upon the .pretensions of 
free-masonry, and how far they are supported by facts. 

Ma. SwBRT, of New-York, moved, that the r^rt be adopted; insupport of which he ad- 
dfessed the convention. 

Mr. President,— ^he report under considevati(Hi clearly shows, that the pretensions of free- 
masonry to witiquity are false ; nevertheless, I shall take the liberty, to make a few additional 
remarks upon the subject to which it relates. 

•I did not rise with a view of occupying the attention of this convention anyconsideirablepor- 
aon of time, and rather than go bevond the limits within which prudence and brm^ should 
confine the members of this body, I will only notice one of the many writers, who show how 
the order can * enaeonc^ its head in the reg^n beyond the doods. ' 

Salbm TowNBsays, in substance, that in every country where hwnan.beinss ha;ve had their 
tesidence, free-masonry has existed, and preserved the appropriate name of God, JehQv%h,while the 
uninitiated were sunk in heathenism : that the wise men oi the E^ast were glided to the place 
where lay an infiint Sammir, at Bethlehem, by means of masonic light : and tBat no period short 
of a vast eternity can fully display its moral beauties and unseart&ible ric^s." ^ir, this is the 
mumer in which a most approved author expresses to the public his sentiments in ration to 
the origin aqd utility of the institutbn. 

This theology, which is limited, like the ancient pafan .reli^ons, to a few of the^noble and 
learned who may bo initiated into its mysteries, and which carries nope of its consolations to a 
majority of rationed creatures, is recommended by a host of those upon whom' the highest ho- 
nours within the gift of the frutemity have been conferred. Among the most .prominent of 
this royal number, is the name of the late Honourable and Most Excellent Companion De Witt 
ClinUm, General Grand High Priest of the . General Grand Chapter of the Viiited States of 
America, and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the stete of New-York, &c. iuc. " 

This nrivileged aristocracy, which, while it confers titles as numerous' and high-soundings 
those of^the Celesti^ Emperor of China, or the Grand Lama of Tibet, upon the ^* eject perfect 
and suUime princes of the royal secret," calls free citizenato bow to the assumed supremacy of 
ite authority, is irreconcileable with the doctrine of equal rights, which we regard as the palla- 
dium of our freedom. 

Sir, what are the scenes which occur in every chapter of royal arch masons ? In addition- to 
the incongruities of the ceremonies, to' which other ^ntlenoen during our sitting have referred, 
there is another which serves to illustrate the position assumed hy the^son^mittee upon whose 
report we are about to act. 

When a box, which maaonically is the ark of the covenant, is introduced, the Mgh priett 
takes out of it a book, which, after seriously consulting with the king and scribe,, he pronounces 
to be the book of the law ; and he then informs the companions that they here r^e that the 
world is indebted to firee-masonry , and not to the church, as some of the stupid fiftd pro&ne ha^ve 
imagined, for the preservation <k that sacred volume. 

The Mgh friestf in the plenitude of his wisdom, also affords the conmnions the further 
maaonic information, that the ark which contains the bible, and . other valuable articles and 
jewels, was deposited 3000 years ag[o by our three ancient giand Blasters for the good of 
masonry." Sir, is impossible that in this emigfatened 1 9th century, intelligent men can be sincere 
in the belie^ either that this is not an imposture, or that free*masonry conducte her votaries tO 
life eternal in the heavens? 

What but the impression that masonry is pa«imount to the religion of our country^ could 
have influenced the Most Worshipful Deputy Gnmd Master and Grand Master, pro tern., 
of a western state, sotomnly to declare, '"That he. would not give moMiiry for a seat with Ga- 
briel at the dg^t hand of 6oif « Thnme ! ! /" 

It appears tome, sir, that that insatiate curiosity which kstour fint pajpcnte their primevaJ 
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bmooetimMAik^kynci pMeadiie, and Ummgh ^SaA^dlkM to ihb Dhine mmam^ mtdwd 
thdr pofftecity in cone of moral death, was oMe nmetpiiit with that which has in our own 
time aeat thoinwinda in searchaflsr that *iuprtme and dMne loiowled^' which the proftne Totaries 
of firee-masonrv impioualf aMert was oommmiicated bv the Ahni|^hty CrteUur to Adam as tha 
last best gift or heaven. They assert that its pure and sublime prmciple8» uncontroUed by pt^ 
judioe or time, have been saaediy preserved| mvidably concealed, and mysteriously handed 
down fiar ages, through fiithful and appointea agents, to King Solonum, Hiram, king of Tyn^ 
and Hiram Abi$ when masonry shone forth in all its glory, at the building of the holy temple, 
under these three sublime and most illustrious gruuT masters, from whose reign down to tha 
present time the order fidsely pretend to trace its eradual diflusion among the naliont o£ tho 
earth. Horrible profimaHan ! gross imposture t ana most eontemfUble debisiont 

Sir, we mock at the astonishing traditions and felse assumptions of free-masonry to divine origin 
and perfectibility, upon the same principles that the prophet Elijah mocked at the absurd notions 
and idolatrous ntes of Baal's fldse prophets. That the mysteries of speculative free-masonry ez^ 
isted in embryo some time before it assumed its present shape and constitution is not denied ; but 
the evidence exhibited in the report submitted by my colleague from New- York (Ma, WAanV 
settles the question, that the mstitntion which professes Uy have its origm in and from Ghxi^ 
sprung npnn London, on the 84th June, in the year 1717. The President of Andover Semi> 
nary, m reply to the SuiTolk committee, sajrs, that there are no traces of the history of fre^ 
masonry in ancient times to be found in any of the Asiatic or European languages. Had it 
been in existence, as its votariespretend. at Jerusalem, it would gradually have made its way 
through Egypt,' Greece, Rome, spain^ Germany, and Britain ; but that such was not the fedt 
we have, in the absence of other positive proof than that which is derived from masonic aaseiw 
tions, the strongest negative testimony." 

None of the ancient historians, whose works have come down to modem times, make the 
slightest allusion to firee-maaonry. Josephus, the learned historian of the Jews^ is whoOy silent 
respecting any such order. So are Tacitus and H^todotus. The Sacred Scriptures make ne 
mention of it ; and we pronounce its pretensions to antiqmty and religion to oe illusdry awl 
preposterous. 

Notwithstanding this society has existed only 130 years, the Book of Constitutions, of wlucb 
James Anderson, D. D. is the author, published under the sanction of the mother of lodces ana its 
grand officers, represents free-ipasonry as the work of the AJn^hty Architect, and that, u^der 
the Grand Master of the universe, Enoch erected two pillars, ahd ^t Most Worshipful Brother 
Noah, to preserve true and complete masonry through the flood, held a grand lodse in the ark. 

Were it not, sir, for our knowledge of the unholy oaths and horrid penalties with which fine* 
masons are bound together^ and against the world, all these faUes and traditions might pas% 
exciting only a smile of dension or a feeling of contempt, without seriously alarming the patriot 
to a sense ot danger to the republic The oaths are we very heart of the order, but the report 
of the committee, (of which Ma. HopKurs, of New-York, was chairman,) on the invalidi^ of 
masonic oaths, renders it unnecessary to prolong my remarks. 

In conclusion, I venture to say, that whenever a majority of the American people shall ba 
convince, as we are, that these oaths are not legally or morally binding, the whole S3rsteniy 
which we have met here to abolish, will ihQ baclnrards into the totnd qf tike CiigpuUtSf hop^e»$ 
of a future resurrection. 

Ma. BoiLBAV, of Pennsylvania : I did not expect to say a word to-day. I confess I ris* 
tmder peculiar embarrassment, not only for want of previous preparation, but also because I 
address an enlightened audience, most of whom, I presume, are much better acquainted with 
the subject under discussion, thim I am myself; and I cannot flatter myself Uiatlshallbe 
able to aaggeoi many new ideas on the subject. But I feel it a duty to myself and to thosn 
who sent me here, to avail myself of some opportunity pubtidy to express my sentiments. 

It has been often said that man is a religious animal. We find throughout the world, that 
there is scarcely any people, however savage, who have not some form of religion. It may be 
said, pei4iaps, with equal truth, that man is a superstitious animaL And although superstition 
is most prevalent among the rude, ignorant, aira illiterate, yet the most learned and enlighten- 
ed, are not endreljr exempt from it. The Greeks, and the Ronums, in the most enliditened 
periods of their history, are stronely marked with gross superstition. Even the polite, the 
polished, ti^e learned citizens of Auens, were charged with it by the apostle PauL He said, 
when he stood in the midst of Mars* Hill, " Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all thfaigs ye 
are* too superstitious. I found an altar with this inscription, «To tb* Unknown Gon.>»» 
When the lig^t of the gospel spread throughout the heathen world, theur altars and their gods 
were prostrated in the dust But superstition| in a fi;reat deoree, survived the ruins, and still 
pervades, in a greater or less degree, sll the naUons of the worid. America itself is not an ex- 
ception to this remaric. Indeed we are all more or less prone to pay respect and veneration ta 
what is covered with the veil of darkness and m3r8tery. The masons themselves appear to 
have availed themselves of this feature of the human mind* They conceal their rites, their 
<«remonies, and proceedings, under the veil of seerecy, mystery, and midnight da r kness. 
They watdi their temples with the strictest care. Their doar« are guarded by their tylers with 
their drawn swords. When the foot of a stranger approaches^ he is arrested in his progress, 
«ind his ears saluted with, ''Procul— procul— esfe profmL^ Keep at a distance from this sa» 
HOed plfWi the grmmd is iMy, pollute it not wi^ Wa ajre with awe. 



•nd ftel a mptrMMiM reverence for Uie jidaoe. But the day of delvMon 1 tnwt u past. The 
Mtt, i» rent onifuler / the doors of the smetuin timckirwn are thrown open. And what do we 
behold ? A whited sepulchre, indeed ! filied with potiiiliMi, roHomets, and dead mm*< ftonex. 
Sir, I had the curiosity last eyening to see a seceding bright mason exhibit the cerenx>nies of 
^ creating knights templar and of Malta. My risible mculties were at first excited by the 
ridiculous ceremonies ; but when I saw the altar, the Bible open upon it, the coffin, the skull 
and thigh bones upon it, the blindfolded candidate kneeling oefore it, tsJdng the most awfiil 
oath, and drinking wine out of the human skull, I shuddered at the view. • 

Sir, I say the veil of the temple is now rent ; and the doors of what they profimely call th6 
holy of hoUeSj are thrown open \tride. Morgan, like him of old^ has seized the Jacfain and the 
Boaz, the pillars of the mystic temple, and it is fidlen into ruins. His body, indeed, like that 
of Sampson, has been crushed in the fall, and buried in its niin& but his soul has escapcMi un* 
hurt — ^it has ascended. His memory will deserve a niche in tne temple of Fame, not less 
conspicuous than that of the patriots and heroes of the American revolution ; and his name wiU 
live m the recollection of every firiend to liberty and nHgien^ i 

m Time, like him 0f Gaza, vthU wraths 
Pliueking the piiUira that tupfmi the wcrMf 
* In Nature's ample ruins bes entombed. 
And midnight, toitvenal midnight reigns.^* 

Mr. President : When any man, or society of men, demand £rom ns the hmflagt of our high 
retpect and venerution, it behooves them to exhibit and substantiate their claims ; and it is our 
privilege, and our duty, to examine their pretensions before we accede to their demand. The 
subject now under discussion, i^ The pretensbns free-masons make upon which they found 
their claim to our high respect and consideration, and inquiry into facts m support of their 
claims." Here masons avail themselves of that feature of tne human mind to whidi we have 
alluded— ^per^lttum. They say their institution is of divine origin ; that ii came from hea- 
ven. If this claim be well founded, we are bound to respect and venerate it. I coj^ess myself 
an tfi/ide( on this subject. I believe just as fully that the images of Jupiter, or Diana, descend- 
ed from heaven. I ^icknowiedge that they are not without some presumptive proof of their 
institution coming from heaven. Satan, the great apostate, probably formed a grand k>dge in 
heaven, imd drew into it a considerable portion of the heavenly host. In that lodge, treason 
was hatched. The design was' formed to hurl the Almighty from his throne, and overthrow 
his government. But they could not conceal the design from the all-seeing eye. The traitors 
were banished and hurled over the battlements of heaven, down, down to tne bottomless pit. 
But by the inscrutable decree of Uie Almighty, the gates of hell were not so bfucred as mti- 
mately to prevent his escape. He did break out, and winged his way through the empire of 
'Night and Chaos, and alignted upon this our globe. He explored it ; he found out the resi- 
dence of our first parents. The garden of Eden was walled in, and the gate was closed. But 
h^, " with one dight hound ij^erltaped aU 6oimd».'' And where did one the guardian angels 
firstfindhim? * 

Squat like a toad — close at the ear of Eve, 
Assaying, by his devilish art, to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 
Illusions as he list — ^phantasms and dreams." 

The wily serpent assailed her upon the only points, perhaps, she was assailable — \m fancy, 
h» curioeiiy, her ambiHon, He decoyed her to the foroidden tree. She saw that the tree 
was good for food," and that " it was -fleasanJt to the «jf«," and a tree to be desired to make one 
WISE. He informed her that he -had eaten of the frxiit, and she could see the astoniidung and 
happy effect it had upon him ; how he was elevated as to figure and intellect over his species. 
Her fancy was fieaeea, her curUmty was excited, and above all her amhUion to become vnte 
as gods, and to have more light. She presumptuously stretched forth her hand "ia enoil 
lour." She plucked— she eat thefrwU of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste brought death 
into the world, and all our woe,''* She also gave to Adam that fair enticing fiuUJ* He eat 

<^ Earth felt the wound, and nature firom her seat. 
Sighing through alllier works, gave signs of woe 
That all was lost." 

And what was the light they discovered ? They beheld that they were naked. They had 
lost their ftimitive innocence. They were disrobed of their origind rightoammuss. They had 
lost the moral image of their God. They had no spani^d lambskin aprons to cover- their naked- 
ness. They were compelled to sew jig leaves together to oov^ their' nakedness* The apron 
is the first bad^ of masonry; and the entered apprentice is told it is the emhlem of mno- 
cmce." No— It was the fruit g£ guilt. And the mason, when he looks tmon his apron, instead 
of being proud, ouffht to feel hiunbled, and to recollect that it is the emuem of guilt, and calls 
to his mind the otojid/al^ 0/ fiuni. 

There is another preswnptpo^ pnqf of the origin of nuuionry— the very striking muiogy be* 
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twecn the conduct of SaUn in nducinffour first parents, and th^ conduct dttt^ttmrnam now ui 
feducing men into their institution* They present temptations to the human mind, exactly 
suited to the various tempers and dispositions of men of all conditions. . 

To the ypung, the jgiiddy , and the vain, they catdi their fiuicy by the splendid exhibitions 
they make of their finery and their frippery. Their spangled aprons, their ribbons, their 
sashes, with colours as various as the rainbow, their mitres, their jewels, and their crowns. 

To ingenuous minds, ardent in the pursuit of knowledge, thciy tell them that lodges nxn 
schools of science and of literature ; that there they will (uscover secrets in science nowhere 
else to be founds and will receive important aid in thieir laudable pursuits, which can be obtained 
from no other source. They tell nunisters of the gospel, that in their lodges they will obtain 
information highly important to the discharge of their ministerial duties. There they will find 
a key to urUode the hidden mysterieM of the gospeL To the ambitious for political prefinment^ 
that they will furnish them with a ladder by which they can ascend to the h^est posts of 
honour, (and here perhaps they tell one truth : and. there are one and more in this convention 
who have had this temptation presented to tneir view.) To the dissipated and the indolent, 
the institution is represented as fUmishine *' refreslmmU^ eminently charitable ; if reduced to 
poverty, thev will be assisted ; if they i£ould leave widows and children destitute, they will 
be support^ 

A strong temptation is presented to unprincipled villains. ' If detected in their viUany, they 
confidently expect the shield of free-masonry will protect them from punishment. By such 
means the institution enlists Under its banners all descriptions of character. And all may be 
useful to thenL They have found in their lodges, characters so abandoned as to execute a 
Morgan, in conformity to ancient usages and laws of their institution. What says Brainard, one 
of their celebrated orators, on this subject 7 Free-masonry, it is powerful, it comprises men 
of ranfc, weaUk, tffiee, and tdentf in power, and out power, and tiiat in almost every phice 
where power is of any importance. And it comprises, among other classes of the ocnnmunityy 
to the lowest, in large numbers, acHoe men, united together, om capable qf being directed by tne 
ifforts of others, so as to have the force of concert throughoiU the cwiUzed worldJ" 

With temptations so various, nets, snares, and ^ins, spread so wide, it is no marvel that such 
numbers have been caught in their toils. And m too, too many instances, have they been om 
fatally deluded as our fiiit parents, 

Mr. President : I presume iree^masons win not be willing to admit that speculative masonrr 
came from heaven, accorctin^ to the views I have taken o( iu I ask them, then, to exl^tbtt 
their proof of its dfmne origin. In examining Morgan^s illustration of it, and Bernard's Light 
on Masonry, I cannot discern a single JTesfiire or lineament of divinity marked upon it. If the 
revelations made by them are not true, then no reliance can be put in human testmiony^t haa 
been corroborated oy hundreds, not to say thousands, of seceding 'masons ; najr. more, free* 
masons themselves have confirmed it'; they have repeated, acain uid again, thai Morgan was 
guilty of perjury, and that he deserved oeath. ConsequenSy, what he revealed was true ; , 
otherwise ne comd not be guilty of perjury. He did not swear that he would not tell or write 
&n untruth — but that he would not repeat the secrets of masonry. Admitting; then, that the 
secrets of masonry have been fUlly revealed : let us look at the first act of opemng a lodge and 
introducing a candidate. ^ The lodge is opened by prayer. Here let me state, that some years 
since a gnmd nuister of a lodge boarded m the same house with me, and eudeavoured to enlist 
Rie under the banners of firee*masonry, and, besides ^other means, and i^ order to ** reach the 
organs of my fancy/* he took me into die lodge room' and exhibited to me the furniture and 
finery, which truly was elegant. Finally, he ascended the steps and took the §rand master's 
chair bdiind the altar, and put a high cap on his head, on which was written, m large gflded 
letters, Holiness to the Lord," I was shocked at the pro&nity of this exhimtion. I knew 
him to be a man profime and lewd in his language, intemperate iind debauched in his habita. 
Yet sudx a character, and perhaps there are other grand masters equallr immoral, opens lodges 
with prayer— they call upon the infinitely holy Being— ask him for nis blessing upon their «n£il- 
lowed domgs^jAesA his promise, That when two or three are met together in his nms, that ha 
teiK be in the midst of them, and bless them." Again, they profess to dedicate their iod^ to 
Ood^ and hold it forUi to the holy order of St John," &c Do they not thus insult the majesty 
of heaven ? Would it not be more appropriate to dedicate it to *f Bacchus,** or some othec fabled 
heathen dcdty ? The very first step the candidate takes when he enters the lodge, he treads 
QQder fix>t the positive laws of God, whq says, " Thou shalt not Idbe the nmns ^f the Lord thy 
Ood in ttdn," Christ says, Swear fu^t at oU." He takes an unlawfVil oathr~he fbrswearo 
jumself ; he puts his life in jeopardy hr the most trifling oause^ and he isreverently and insult- 
ingly calls upon the Ahnighty to witness the presumptuous violation of his own laws. Is it 
not an insult — is it not an approach to blasphemy, to say, that an institution whidi performs 
such rites and ceremonies is of divine origin ? is it not an insult to Infinite Wisdom to say 
that l^e is the author or institutor of such /celeries and mummeries as are exhibited in a lodge 
room? They assume the mimes, the titles, and the attributes of God: fiMre^ of sovereigns^ 
I am that I am, Prince of Mercy, and PHnce of Peace. The grand master of oie ceremonies in 
some instances personifies the Lamb ef God, in opnins tho seven seals, the Great Jehovah be- 
hind the burning bush, si^3ring, ^lamthe Lordtky God,ihe God qf Abraham, qf Isaac, and of 
Jacob." Rabaid, Immfiue^ and Jehovah, are profimely used as pass words. I select but a few 
OQt of niany instances m which the nanie<^G(od is aiyf fttoyMiedin Uis peribci a epce 
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tliefr emmooias. The book of their revdaHona is befcre 3^00 and the world; and judge yB 

. vpon what foundation they btiild their claim for the divinity of the firee-mason institution. 

Again, Uiey pretend that their institution is the " handmaid to religion and a «cAod{ ofnwraUtyJ^ 
Religion is a v^[ue term. They no doubt, however, mean to convey to us that it is the CAris- 
tian religion. There are various religions in oar world. Christian, Jewish, M ahomedan, and a 
great many others unnecessary to enumerate. Hear what one of their lecturers says, in his 
« Masonic Guide" — James Hardie. ** The solemnity of our rites embraces all that part of reli- 
gion from which mdrality is derived, calls our attention to the Great Architect of the universe, 
uxe Creator of us alL In contemplating his wisdom, goodness, and power, the Mahometan 
under one name, the Jew and Christian under another, can join in adoration, all agreeing in the 
great essential and universal principle of religion, the recognition and worship of a JDetfv, although 
differing in some nUnuU poitUs peculiar to each. When the lodge is closed, each departs un- 
taintedDy the other, the Jew to nis synagogue^ the Mahometan to nis mosque, and the Christian 
to his church, as fiiUy imjfressed as ever with the dioine origin and rectitude of his own faith, 
£rom the principles of wmch he has never for one moment deviated in thought, word, or deedJ*^ 
Free-masons have, indeed, copied after the plan of the gradd impostor Mahomet. To make 
their institution palatable, they hai^e incorporated into their rites and ceremonies, Christism, 
Jewish, Mahometan, and heathen rites j and probably, if they had it in their power would also 
propagate their religion by the sword. They may with as much trutn tell the Mahometan, 
an(r the Jew. and & Pagan, that their institution is the handTnaid of their religion, as the 
Christian. But let us for a moment examine with what truth they can say, that the institution 
of free^masoiDry is the handmaid to the Christian religion, and that it is a school of morality. 
Religion and rnbrality are inseparably connected ; there can be no true religion without morality, 
and all true genuine morality is bottomed on rel^on. The first oath they take when they 
enter the lodge, they violate both the laws of religion and morality. Christ says, ^ Swear not 
at aU." Every oatn taken is in fact profane swearing, because it is unauthorized. It outrages 
religion and morality as much as the oath which Herwi took ; it is not authorized, and not upon 
a lawful occasion. They swear always to hail, and never to reveal any of the secrets they may 
receive ia a lodge ; and that without any equivocation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of 
mind. Thus t^ey surrender their right of private judgment, they chain their consciences ; 
that monitor, that sentinel of moral action, placed in them by the great Author of their being. 
However their reason and their consciences may convince them that it may be a duty they owe 
to themselves, their country, or their God^ to reveal some of the secrets oommunicated to them, 
they cannot do it without breaking their masonic oath, and exposing themselves to the awful 
penalty incurred by iL The very irst step, therefore, they take, they deviate from the path of 
religion, morality, and virtue, and every subsequent step they take in acquiring a knowledge 1 
of Uie sublime mysteries of masonry, tney stray farther and farther from the road of rectitude* ' 
By the repetition of profane oaths their consciences become seared ; they lose all sense of reli- 
jgiQus and moral obli^ition, and are prepared for the commission of every species of crime. In 

I i^ome cases they swear to keep all the secrets of their brethren^ murder ana Reason not excepted ; 
nay, further, tney swear, in taking one of the degrees, thnce illustrious Knights of the cross, 
That I will look upon his (that is, a brother knight) enemies as my enemies, his friends as 
my friends, and stand forth to mete out tender kindness or vengeance accordingly." In taking 
the same degree the candidate swears, Should he know a companion violate any essentisS ' 
paort <ii this (litigation, that he will use his most decided endeavours, hy the blessing of God, to 
tsnng such persoa to the most strict and condign punishment, agreeably to the rules and usages 
of our ancient fraternity," (that is, to pbt him to a most cruel death^ thrust a spear in his left 
side, as was thrust into the side of Christ,) <'and this, by pointing him out to tne world as an 
unworthy vicious vagabond ; by opposing his interest ; by deranging his business ; by trans* 
feiring his character after him wherever he may go ; by exposing him to the contempt of the 
lyhole fraternity and the world during his whole natural life." Can we possibly conceive any 
. thing more direcUy at war with every principle of religion and morality 7 

Again, many or their rites and ceremonies are awfuuy profane and anti-christian. In taking 
the degree of knight templar and Malta, after the candidate has taken the oath on his knees^ 
and his hands on the Holy Bible, he repeats the following obligation : This pure wine I now 
take (in the upper part of a human skull) in testimony of my belief in the mortaUty of the 
body and the immortality of the squI, and may this libation appear as a witness agamst me 
both here and hereafter $ and as the sins of the world were laid upon the head of the Saviour, 
80 may all the sins oommitted by the person whose skuU this was, be heaped upon my head, 
in adutkm to my own, should I ever violate," &c This is called the sealed oUisation. The 
most exedlent prelate then reads that j)art of the Scripture whidi relates to the election of 
Matthias to supply the place o( Judas Iscariot. He walks round the room with' the human 
skull in one hana and a lighted candle in the other ; and these words are read, So let your 
li^t «hine before men,"&e.$ in other parts of the ceremonies, these words are read^"My 
80ul is sorrowful even unto death. Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me." Thus 
the sacred Scriptures are profaned and -burlesqued. In taking the degree of knights of the holy 
Bepukhie, the seven candidates kneel at the foot of the altar, and me most excellent prelate 
takes the bread, and says, Brethren, eat ye all of this bread in love, that ye may learn to 
support each other." He then takes the oup^ and says, "Dtink ye cdl of this cup, to rati^the 

^ ^ ipw that ye hwro inade» and learn to sustain ona another^" 
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Thus ve perceive that one of the mbst solemn and sacred ordinanoes of the Christian teligiot^ 
is ridiculed, profi^ned, and burlesqued. A fiircical representation is given of the most solemn 
events recorded in the Seriptures. The reading of them in connection with ridiculous rites and 
ceremonies^ is calculated to destroy all veneration for the sacred volume, th&y show litUo 
more respect to the Bible than was shown to it during the reign of infidelity in Immce, when 
it was tied to the tail of an ass, driven through the streets of Paris, and burned. The most 
fundamental doctrines of the Christian religion are ejected or ridiculed ; faith and repentance 
are excluded; the atonement and intercession of Christ are not named as at all necessary to 
salvation ; on the contrary, the sorrowi of Jldajnt the Mood of Jihel, the righte(mm€8S of Seth^ 
and the caoenmt ,of Aba4, are substituted in their place. l]the mason is taught that he mus( 
" raise himad/hy degrees^ until he reaches heaven : tnat his attachment to the statutes and rules 
of the order in the end will make him deserving of entering into the celestial Jerusalem." And 
as a knight of the cros^ he swears, " that he accepts of and for ever will consider the cross and 
nurk of this wder as his tnUy hope," 

To obtain the requisitions necessary to make a good mason, the <;andidate is thus ad- 
dressed: — Behold, my dear brother, what you must fight against, and destroy, before you 
can come to the knowledge of the true ^ooa and sovereign happiness! Behold this monster 
which you must conquer-ra serpent which we detest as an ido( that is adored by the ii^l and 
the vulgar under the name of Religion.*' 

Such are llie teachings of the hand-maid of religion. 

Mr. President; I think it impossible that any intelligent inan can read attentively the oaths 
and obli^Ltions, Drom the lousest to the ^A^5li degree of masonry, without being convinced that 
they cannot be strictly obeyed without violating the principles of mor^ty and religion— and 
if they an not obeved, the most awlR4 p^ialties iire mcurred< If it be a school of morality, 
their teachers have been peculiarly unfortunate. I have been a long observer of the institution^ 
althou^ I knew not its mysteries. I judged of it by the rule ^venby the great moral teacher, 
judge the tree by Us fruits. I never knew an instance of a viaous character being reformed by 
becomins a firee^mason. But I have known many melancholy instances of young men of fine 
morcds, nne talents, and excellent education, after joining a lodse to become depraved, and 
some of them dying a most miserable death. A man of high standing and character, belonging^ 
and whq still- belongs;, to the institution, told me that if a man was not a good man when he 
entered a lodge, it wbuhi not make hilaa so. From a careful examination of the subject, I am 
led to the conclusion, that lodges are generally synagogues of Satan, and schools of infidelity ; , 
that the wit and the wisdom of men and aeyils comnined, could not devise a plan better 
calculate to destroy all sense of moral, and religious obligations. Their midnight meetings, their 
drinking apd their revelling,, inevitably lead to vitiate their manners a^d their morals. No 
man becomes completely depraved at once. Depravation )8 a ^adual work^ The student of 
the sublime mystenes of masonry is led on by the lig;ht of an igmsfituus, step hy step, until hh 
is pluiwrad into the depth; of is^^elity, if not dowxy:^t atheism, 

Mr. President: Free-maspns demand respect to their institution, on the ground of its being a 
iencvotetttand^AaritoAieinstitutioxik . 

I ^ve .looked in vain for the evidence on whidi this daim is founded. It appeal to me 
calculated', not to toiden and expand benevolent affections, but to contract and narrow them. 
The charitf an(d benevolence inculcated by the Gospel is to embrace the whole human family, 
•s is beautifully illustrated in tl^ story of the go«ja Samaritan. The principles of masonry 
circumscribe it, principally, if not exclusively, to their own fraternity — and that, however 
Viworthy the^ objects of their charity are. I know of few, if any instances, even within the 
pie of tneir o^ institution^ of any extraordinary acts of charity. I know of one instance at 
leaat, of a person who had many claims upon the institution, who has received no aid from it. 
Ag^Uemsm majrxied a lady oCconsiderame property ; he joined a lodge ; becaine dissipated, 
negected^lus business,^ became embarrassed, mortgaged his property to a brpther ; he died, 
leaving ,a widow, with three helpless children* This benevolent brother seized and sold the 
^hAe of tlv& property, and the widow and her infent children were thrown destitute upon the 
world, without any means of support except that , of her own- industry. The hand of 
toasonic charity was ipt, an4 is not held out to hec The probability is, that many men^ 
delude^ by th^ fhllacious idea of aid from the sodety in case of distress, have been tempted 
to idJenesa ai^ dissipation,, and by t^ means brought themselves and &mily to ruin. I 
know also of an instance of ia mason throwing out false signs of distress, he imposed upon his 
hrp^r, and swvtndled Jhim q»i Af aU praperty--«nd lefthini, and family, destitute. !Fm 
inason indeed sweora that he will, laot wron|; a brother out of a cent $ but vat this violation 
of his .oath he ei^pes with impunity. . ^ u ■ ■ . , . 

The various false pretensions and artnil d^ices of free-masonrjr nave been opoeea in 
8ev«il reportain this convention. The institution seeks the aM of superstitioiL atod envelopea 
itself in » guise of antiquity and wstery. Then it pretends to phik)iy)phy and' letter* j 
tpi alciiemy transmutation ot mejtals. These pretensions fti'e tbo absurd, o^ t06 

evideutlyfelse, to need refutation. They exhibit on their calendal' the names of au the great 
Jf ancient and of modem times^, Tubal Cain for example. ; Why not Cain the murd^rf 
wdced Mi^Hardie says he was partially instructed in the art Tiien they havp Seth, 
^oah, Solomon, Nebuchadneiasai; . Zerubbabel-— honorary members, 1 presumed In mat0 
tnodern times, t&ey have the names of Frederic king of Prussia, Voltaire^ Robei^enw,. 
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and a Burr. We envy them not the s^endour and lustre which such characters shed upop 
their institution. They daun also ar Washington and a Fayette. Washington has left his 
testimony of tiie estimation in which he held the institution. He declared he had not been in 
alodge more than Iwo or lAre€ times in IKrty years: and in his flurewell address, he givesa 
solemn warning to Americans, to heioare of secret aoeUHet, as dangerous to the liberties of the 
people. Hewtually renounced his connexion with the institution, and that, too, a» early 
as It was safe and imident to do so. He was a brare man : he feared not to ftee the 
mouth of cannon, of muskets— tlie edge of the sword, or the point of the bayonet. But 
where is the man with such iron nerves or Utm heart, as not to fear the da^[er of the 
midnight assassin? Had he renounced orrevealed the secret while commander m chief of 
the iGnerican armies, no doubt he would have fallen in the next battle. Payette, too, 
when last in America, expressed his regret at the mulUplication of secret societies. He had 
witnessed in France the horrid murders and massacres which were produced by secret societies. 
Masons daim, also, many ministers of the gospel The most, if not all of them, were seduced by 
fhlse representations ; and when once ensnarad, they knew not how to extricate themselves. 
But we rejoice to see that many are throwiiur o# the chain and coming from amon^ them : and 
we confidently trust that the time is approaching, when not a single name of a minister of the 
gc^pel will remalh upon the lists of masonry. 

From erery view I can take of the claims which speculative free-masonry has upon our 
respect and veneration, I am tempted to pronounce them unfounded and fhlse. 

i am, however, constrained injustice to say, and I do it with pleasure, that there are many 
iildividuals withm the pale of the institution, whose merits entitle them to our respect and 
esteem. 

Mr. President : I feel the high responability under which we are placed as members of this 
convention. The result of our proceedings, and of the success of the efforts we are now making 
to put down spectUative free-masonry, Mrill deeply affect the fUture destinies of our country, 
and the world, as it regards politics, morality, and religion. The question is, shall we 
itw^iptftifi the independence, purdiased from a mreign foe, at the expense of so much treasure, 
of agony, and of blood? or wall we submit to a stSl more tyrannical and bloody despotism, 
sprung up in the very bosom of our country? No! I trust not. 

I am confident that every member of this convention is prepared to adopt a language 
similar to that expressed more than half a century ago^ by the patriots alia heroes of the 
revolution, in this city, and near this sppt, and sav that we ^ill support our independence at 
the expence of our property , our Uvet, and our taered honour. 

Ma. Hopkins rose to make a dn^le remark upbn the report whieh had just been read, 
begging leave to premise, that if this convention had met lor no oth^ purpose than to hear 
iht reports that had just been presented, the time and ezpenoe wmild not have been 
unprontably appropiiated. 

Whoever reads the history of free-masomry, and compares it with known historical frusta and 
eritidsms, as to its antiquity, will find means to detect a fraud in afanost every step. The 
object wmch I have in view is, to ask gentlemen who are obntersant with critieism and history, 
to be kind enou^ to turn their attention to this subject from Ume to time, with a view to 
Ixringing out the imposture more prominently stilL 

' Several instances have been mentioned, and some now occur to me, though I daim no merit . 
far the suggestion, havmg reteeiyed the hint from others. The amount of one is, that Saint 
Jerome saw a masonic emblem upon the wall of Solomon's temple. 

Now it is known that St. Jerome flourished at tihe beginning of the fourth century ; and, 
therefore, at a period more than two hundred 3rears after that temple was overUimed, so that 
there was not one stone remaining upon the top of another. 

The report mentions a text in tlie Revelations, respeetinr the white sU^e, in which' a new 
name was written, as applicable, in point of time, to the bunding of Solomon's temple, which 
was about the year three thousand ; though that expression reiardin^ the stone with the 
name written, was not uttered till about the year fisur thousand and sixty or seventy ; more 
than a thousand years after the building of the temple. 

' I do hot know that this is a subject which has attracted attention at all ; but the text is this : 
To him that overoometh, will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no one knoweth, saving he that reeeiv- 
athit.'» 

The masonic application of this text, is to a key-stone of an ardi in king Solomon's temide. 
The word stone, in the text, doubtless referred to the jasper, amethyst, topaz, or other precioQS 
Stones worn upon the finger: and not to a piece of marble suitable for the key-stone of an 
arch. There is little doubt, that the passage in Revelations refers to a precious stone, upon 
which a name or cyp^r is engraven, and put into a rinf for the finser. " To hun thai over- 
cometh, &c. will I^ve a white stone"— ^ meaning of which is, I will give him a signet to 
^laee in a rine, and m that, the new name. But this is applied, in mascmic learning, to a key- 
stone of marole. 

This is only to call the attention of ^ntlemen to the inconsistencies which abound throngh- 
aaU Whoever looks into the institution, will find that it is the product of men exoeedin^y 
Ignonnt. I am tx^ld to say, for |he honour of my country, that , there is not a company of 
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AmericBii briek vojKm to b« found, who, if ihey should attraipt an imporitioiL voafd not bt 
capable of building up a more plausible &bric, than this wretched conception of London brick- 
layers. 

Mr. Thachbe said,' that two or three fiicts had been omitted, which he would take the 
liberty to state, as to the ineonfruity of masonic histor/and the sacred writings. 

In the royal arch degree, the high priest proposes to take the ark of the covenant, which 
had been deposited at the buildins of Solomon's temple, from under ground, below the sanctum 
Banctorum, together with the book of the law, and the pot of manna, which was to be laid up 
for a memorial, and the rod of Aaron, which budded and blossomed, in testimony of the com- 
mission which Gkxl gare to Aaron, the high priest, in the wilderness. 

This, if we look into scripture history, we shall find, contradieu the words of divine revela- ' 
tion. When Solomon finished the temple, it was stated that the ark of the covenant was 
brought in and placed — ^where? Not in an arch under the sanctum sanctorum, but in the 
sanctum sanctorum itself, where the lamp was burning. It was said that in the ark there was 
nothing but the two tablets of stone. Here there is an evident contradiction and interpolation. 
It is declared that the rod of Aaron, and the pot of manna, were deposited in.the ark ; but there 
is not the least intimation in the scriptures, that they ' were ever deposited in the ark. VFe 
have no account that any thing was deooaited in the ark, save the tables of stone which 
were given to Moses upon Mount Sinai, and upon which were'^engraven the ten commandments 
by the finger of Gk)d. 

We have, to be sure, an account that a pot was filled with manna, and laid up for a tesjU- 
mony, but not that it was put into the ark. We have also an account that the rod of Aaron, 
to dutm^uish it from the rest of the rods of the Levites, budded and blossomed, and brought 
forth fruit of ahnonds ; and we know not that this rod was in existence, or that the pot of 
manna was in the day^B of the Jewish itvapit. 

Here there is an evident contradiction, or incongruity. Masonic tradition runs in the face 
and eyes of scripture history, -and one or the other of them must be fatlse. 

There are so many inconsistenci^ in the first three deerees, that men of sense have 
been utterljr ashamed of them. It was confessed by Dr. Dalcho, that he was ashamed to 
introduce tne scriptures, while leeturine upon the first three deg^es, when any person of 
intelligence was able to prove them fiiise, by the very book upon which they adminis- 
tered ueur obligations. He adds one or two examples: one of which is, that cassia was found 
growing upon uie grave of Hiram Abiff, when he was buried by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum, 
By the side Mount Moriah. But, says lOie learned doctor, cassia does not grow in tlie 
climate of Jerusalem. In fiiet, it would be tedious to enumerate all the absurdities and incon- 
sistencies that have crept into the three degrees. He speaks of many in his lectures, and 
makes it appear that these degrees are absurd, and contradictory to a high degree. 

Here we have the testimony of a man of high standing, who had taken many degrees, 
and been in' great repute m tne fraternity. And with rq|;ard to the antiquity of free- 
masonry, masons have been themselves convinced that these pretensions are nlse. Dewitt 
Clinton was himself fully convinced St it, and so expressed himself in apublie address. He 
also discarded the idea that Pythacoras and Vitruvius were masons. These ideas were ex- 
pressed in his address^at the mstulation of Stephen Van Rensselaer, as grand master of the 
grand lodge of the state of New- York ; and he considers these circumstances as having done 
great injury to the cause of masonry. He admits, that their pretensions to antiquity, and 
their rfimwung all the learned and wise men of ancient times, as its memliers and patrons, is 
utterly inconsistent. 

There are many other fiibcts which might be named, but I eive these as a speciinen. Every 
person who will go into an examination of this subject, will find thidX masonic history is full of 
mconsisteneies. 

Ma. Read said, while others have shown that masonic pretensions are inconsistent with 
ancient history, 1 will show that they are inconsistent with themselves, firom the very 
natnre of the ease, and the fiusts set forth; for they could not have taken place at the 
time of its origin. 

Passing by other impossibilities, the idea that Solomon would have submitted to the 
degrading ceremony of being led round a lodge room with a halter about his neck, is 
•kog^ther improbable, as well as that ftct which relates to the slaying of Hiram the 
widow's son. • 

We are informed that all who knew any thing of this matter, were Solomon, Hiram of 
Tyre, and Hiram the widow's son. They also inform us that certain individuals wishine 
to obtain the >seciet woid, in order to travel into distant countries and pass for masters, and 
get higher wages, laid in wait to obtam it from Hiram the widow's son. 

I ask why did these men nquiie this secret word, if Solomon and the twoHirams were 
the only persons ^o could know the word? or firom whom could they get higher wages, 
if these gentlemen alone were acquainted with that word ? 

Then, passing over the eeremony of killing Hiram AbifiT, this*is a contradiction of scnp- 
tore history ; for they inform us tliat he lived to perform all the works that the Lord gava 
ium to diK Now I ask this eonvemion to lock at the scene of raittng Hiram after he had 
Isin in the gmne fifteen days. Sohmon is represented as laising him upon the five points 
of Alkmihip^ Til. fool U» foot, knee ta knesy br^ to breast, hand to bocky 
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u Jot of apieoe itfe all die eer«moiites of freMiaaoiiry ; and if it be doabtad bv my, it can 
ba ^jdiorwii in every degree : Ibr Us inooasistencies are so distinctly marked^ uiat no man, 
exaiaming the subject, as laid down in elder Bernard's bool^ can rise from the examina- 
tion without being mij satiafied, that she is as false as the fiither of lies. 

Ma. BBRNAmD.— I would call attehtion for a moment to some points which have been 
passed over in the remarks respecting the antiquity of this institution. l*he first is, the 
pretension of firee-masonry to be a source of religious mBtructi<»L It has been said that it is not 
rdigion ; but I conceive tnat to be a religious institution, which piistends to make men better, 
Ibr time^and eternity— that by which men can be raised from death to a state of glory at the 
ri^t hand of God, 

But I come to firee-masonry itael£ to the principles o( the institution as laid down in all 
the deerees of free-masonry, from toat of entered apprentice, to the forty-ei^th inclusive. 

In the firat degree, the man is taught that, by the common gavel, operative masons prepare 
lAones, and fit them for the builder'e use ; but as free and accepted masons, they are taught to 
use it ibr a more noble and dorious purpose— fiir divesting their hearts and consciences of all 
the vices and superfluities of life, thereby fitting their minds, as living and Hvely stones, for 
that spiritual building— that house, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

The speaker procMded to recapitulate the prominent features of various other degrees, inclu- 
diDjg; the royal arch, the grand, elect, perfect and sublime masons, knight of the sun, &c The 
thnce illustrious Imight of tlie cross swears, by the honour and power of the mark of the 
holy and illustiious oraer of the dnoss," which he holds to heaven in his rieht hand, and in the 
drrad presence of the most holy and Ahniahty QM, ** that he will accept o^and for ever consider 
the cross and mark of this oraer his only nope,*' rather than a dependence on the blessed Jesus, 
in pveparing hhn for the rig^t hand of Qod m heaven. 

These, then, are the pretensions of free-masonry, to make men better Ibr time and etermty ; 
bat fliey are pretensions fidse and delusive. And I would ask the members of this convention, 
whether, witnin their own observation, they have ever known men to be made better in this 
Ufe^ by their attention to the principles of firee-masonry, or whether they have known one man 
to be lead thereby firom the paths ot ini<j^uity to those of virtue ? or what evidence have we, 
that any man has been placed in the glorious hope of a blessed immortality beyond the grave, 
through the influence of^ \3nB institution ? 

Afiuionry, in all its religious pretensions, is an imposture^ 

One point more. It pretends to have the riditeous power of tddbog human Ule ; this a very 
hieh assumption, and its exercise is su^^Kirted Dy.laGt8. 

In the first place I would remark, that in most of the dngrees of free-masonry there are oatfaa; 
the penalty imposed by those oaths is usually that of deat& But it is said that no one is sworn 
to inflict this penalty. 

In answer to this objeetion, I would observe, that the organization of free-masonry is like 
the organization of any other government. A constitution is mst adopted, then laws are passed, 
with penalties affixed, according to the nature of these laws : and at a subsequent jperiod officers 
are appointed to inflict those penalties. If in the lower degrees obli^tions and penalties are 
imposed, and at the same time none appointed to inflict those penalties, still I object to the 
argument ; for it is dearly proved, that in the higher degrees the du4y of inflictmg them is 
pomted oat. I have mywn taken an oath, which hud me imder a solemn obligation to indict 
thepenalty of the laws of masonry upon all those who are the violaton o£ such laws. 

The elected knklits of nbie are to take vengeance, not only ontiiemurdmrsof EUrem Abiff, 
but on all those who betray the secrets of that degree. But I would frirther remark, that sub- 
MSquent to the orniiuzatioA of this eovermnent, laws were taacle to bind ipidividuals. They 
have power to mfllet the penalties which they have aflixed tp the lawa The very making of 
a law is a manifestation that there is power to administer the law ; the affixing a penalty to 
aiiy law wfaalimr implies the power to inflict that penalty^ 

But what have the fimtemi^ spoken upon this subject ? They have qxikeii volumes, and 
sealed their testimony with the blood or an individual. Not only before the abduction of 
William Morean, but since, I have heard masons in the lodge, and out of the lodfe^ assert 
that it was ri^t to inflict the penalty of death upOki thdM who betray the secrets of ue order, 
and shice the fate ofMoreanwsidknovnB, I have heard it justified b^ i. i 

I heard nearh^ one hundred masons in a lodge room manifest that it was right that%loiigaii 
should be murdfered, his tongue cut out^ his throatcut from ear to ear, &c &c And in this 
Gbwdav^ Miitoag pie knigfat templars and high priests^ there Wad an ahnost unanimoas aj^ 
bation of the sehtnAient. 

But I o4fe^ a tfttU etrottger testfanony than thte, in the ease of the alMitora and murderers of 
WiUiam Morgan. These individuals nave been named and published to the world and the 
firatemit;^ httte covered them in their guUt, and shielded them from the. iust penalties of the 
laws of their cdontry. They were proved guilty of the abduction of M(n^ [Here tl» 
speaker was interrupted.] 

' T^ Paaftf nMT mterpoeed upon the pohit of order. If aentlemen were permitted to rsnge 
$te field of debate at pleasure, wtA to animadvert at length vapoa subnets^ whether proper fff 
Wpmpwry thel^ wodd the debates of this convention be. interminafalek Thou|^ the chair would 
ism to ttm eloqiieiit gentl4ttiia^ 
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eonventioit, MUl, lie dumriit the range too wide, and hoped the gentkmaa wDOld proceed, eoni. 
fininff himself more eloeelv to the report under eoneideration. 

The speaker offered a few eicplanatorv remarks, in which he prqfeseed to hare intended ap- 
plying his obeervations to points of Tital importance to, religion and his country, but woold 
waire further remarks, giving the iloor to a gentleman upon the opposite side of the houeey 
(Mr. Annstrong.) 

Ma. AaMSTRONo wished to call the attention of the c(H[iTcaition to a sinde point. It is known, 
said he, that the institution of free-masonry claims an intomal power c^omioeaiing the natnn 
of its own principles ; that is, those thines that are declared to be secret. ItSui been fre- 
quently said that free-masonrv can ncTer oe revealed. * 

The question now ie, how aoes this declaration comport with ftcts 7 It has come to ptes, 
in the forepart of the nmeteenth century, and m this western world, in the western part of the 
state of Mw- York, that that claun of fieensiasonry has been broken down. Though it was 
claimeA Wit this fintresa was impregnable, yet it has come to pass that one man has broken 
down the 1)i^er ; William Morgan has divrOged the secrets of free-masoniy, and they are 
now fully iSpcfn to the world. 

Is their claim, then, in this particular supported? No. The world have the secret ; old 
and youA^, rich and poor, may read and understand what it is, and whether it is good or bad. 
We see, then, that this daun is not 8up]>orted by focts. 

I rise to introduce a single incongruity in theisms of free^nasonry. It hasever been claimed, 
that the ancient landmarSs of free-masonry could not be dcme away or chan^^ed. The ancient 
landmarks of masonry, as they are called, are not found in any single act, 8U;n, erip^ or word ; 
but they are all the established Si^ns, rites, and ceremonies of the three fist degrees in ma- 
sonry. I have this from high masomc authority, that these are the ancient landnuurks. Now 
the signs and emblems of these first three- degrees, masons dahn were established at or before 
the time of buikUne the temple of Solomon. Be it so ; the chart or carpet of the master's 
degree has upon it the letter u, of the modem, or Roman Eitt^ish alphabet. This, according 
to the showing %f masons, must have been placed there as early as the building of the temple, 
t haye taken some pains to ascertain the flik, and' find that the letter G, or any other letter 
similar, did not exist till several centuries after the building of the temple. 

Ma. Slaoc, of Vermont^ said that, although the subject of the report had been discussed 
at considerable length, he would ask the incralgence of the convention to offor additional re« 
marks. 

One of the most disttt^ttished of the pretensions of free-masonry is, that it is the **htmd' 
maid of rdigUmJ* We afl know, Mr. President^ how intimately associated is the idea of re- 
ligion with every Ihing that is valuable in this hfe, ahd with ail our hopes and aspirations, 
connected with that which is to comie. We Mnow what a vast proportion of the population or 
m country arei reli^ous, and with what favour they regani every things, which comes to them 
clothed wiUi such high pretensions. It is upon Ac strength of such pretensions, emblazoned 
upon its front, that masonry has drawn within its embrace great numbers of the ministers of 
religion, deluding them into a belief that it was an institution of Divine origin, and capable of 
making them •* wise unto salvation." 

To sustain the pretensions of masonry, to be the handmaid of rel^iion, it is called a eharit' 
Me inaHtiMon. It is not merely asserted that masons are charitable, but that charity consti- 
tutes a leading feature of their institution. And what is charity 7 Its essential principle 
is an enlairged and expansive benevolence— good-will to mm — man in the largest and most ex- 
tensive sense. Every human being it regards as a brother, no matter what may be his colour 
or condition or diaracter ; and no matter to what associatioa he may belong, or by what name 
be may be called. He is a human being, bound to every other human being by the ties of a 
»mimon origin, uid Jtcommon destiny. It cannot contemplate htm a moment without feeling 
the force of these ties; and, ureed by the impulse of its own divinity, it opens wide its arms 
Midfiicktotherelicf of his sufferings. It « does good and lends. Ao^^ nolMng agoing 
Ein4 is the child of that Father who nudceth his sun to rise on the evU and on the good, and 
sendeth ndn on the just and on the unjust." 

But what is the cfalarity of masonry f Sir, it is the charity of settsfan ces a charity which 
begins and ends with the fraternity— a fraternity, firom which are systematically excluded all 
vno are most lively to became the sufMects of its bounty.* Is the noble principle of Christian 
charity cfaerisihed ojr an institution n^hich gives to its boonlies such an exclusive direetion ? 
Does dial asSociatRm deserve the name of ekmiUbUj which gites to the ties of an artificial- 
brotherhood a mater strength than those by which the Father of all has bound together the 
?reat fimifly «rhM children? . 

But maso vy fidls in its pretensions to be the handmaid of reti^on in a 3i«t more important 
particular. The most niominent feature of the Christian religion is a spirit of forgiyeness ;r 
the spirit wluch most of all distinguished the life and doctrines of its divine Author. And in 

. * Hard|e*s Monitor, astandard masooic work, speakiac of the qiiaUfioatioas for membsnUpf sairsi-^ 
'^Msaia I0w dnmmttmeet^ althdu^ possessed of some edaeaaoB,aad of good aorahHareiMC to ba 
iMb^ of the imrtitntien. They ought, prerioos to thoir applieatioa for a dmw s wm , to o<msidor thav 
lAMoi awl tha ^Uiatioa of their fonulies, and know that freemasonry requires, not omy knowledfe^ 
^atttadanee, and decent external appeanace, to maintain and support its oacMat ntptctMUy otuC 
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vluktptKormMomTtttUitpMtobefi^ Whert it it iaeukatod 7 Where ao mueh m 
eTen alluded to ? Tlie handmaid of the relicion of Jesus Chris^ and |ret a stranger to forgive- 
ness I But it is not merely a stranger to forgiTenes8;> it cheruhes, it inculcates the opposite 
•pirif— the spirit of veiigeance. No man can yield himself up to the JuU influence of free- 
masonry, wiUiont haying all die kindljr feelings of his nature extinguished, with regard to those 
' who secede from the institution. Nor is this spirit found alcme m those degrees of masonry 
whose oaths expressly bind to the infliction of vengeance on masonic traitors. It necessarily 
lesults from the whole of the masonic constitution. Let any {Hivate association of men become 
bound together by oaths, whose sanctions are vnitUn in bM, and, whatever else may belong 
to it, vengeance; instantly becomes a leading feature in iu character ; and it recj^uires no extras 
onmiary Jmowledge of the nature of the human mind, to perceive how enunently fitted to 
eherbh that spirit, is Uie ieenetf and the mystery of the masomc institution. 

What is thus numifestlv true of the theory of masonry, is strikingly so as to its practice. To 
violate its secrets is regarded as a sin so surpassing all other sins, as to place the o^nder utterly 
beyond the reach of mercy. Masonry contains no provision Ibr his restoration to favour. 
There is no seceder, there is no man who has decidedly opposed masonry, who has not seen 
and felt the fiiroe of this fundamental principle of the institution. 

And is the character of any other institution amonf us thus marked 7 Do we, for exam j>Ie, 
see the spirit of masonry exhibited towards seoeders from any of our churches 7 They do, in^ 
deed, become the objects of di^leasure. But does this displeasure assume the character of 
masonic vengeance 7 Are they sjrstematically^ assailed with slander, and made the victims 
of an untiring and relentless persecution 7 And what is the sin of seceding from masonry, 
or of opposing the institution, that it should meet such a fearful and unwonted retribution 
asthis? 

Nor is the exhibition of this spirit confined to the abandoned and profligate members of the 
fraternity. In too many cases is it manifested by men making high daims to goodness ; and, 
what is still more strange by men who, with regard to almost every thing else, seem to sustain 
that character. They are good neighbours and good citizens. Towards all others but the ob- 
jects of nuuomc displeasure, the]^ are kind, and generous, and forgivine. But here, alas, they 
exhibit a spirit utterly at war with the benign religion which they profess. It is not the ordi- 
nary feeling of displeasure at supposed wrong ; a feeling which, even in its excesses, exhibits 
traces of iu virtuous origin. But it is vindictive in its very nature; and would seem to be 
aaUsfied with nothing short of the utter extermination of its victims. 

Sueh, sir, is the spirit of masonry • We have all seen it ; and there are, probaUv; few mem- 
bers of this convention who have not felt it, in its eflfeets upon them, personally. How many 
have seen their warmest friends suddenly and strawely alienated firom them, withholding even 
the interchange of ordinary civilities, because they nave, in the honest sinoerit^r of their aouls, 
and in the exercise of their ri^ts as citizens of a fireegovemmenty dared to investigate, and 
expose, and condemn the institution of freenoMsonry. There are, to the honour of human 
nature be it spoken, many exceptions to this remark, among (hose who are nominal members 
of the firatermty. They are men upon whose minds masonry has made but a comparatively 
slight impression. But it is nevertheless true that its vindictive spirit has experienced a living 
illustration in great numbers, who have become most dec«ly versed in its mysteries, and whose 
high standing in the institution gives assurance that they are fer firom being strangers to its 
genuine spirit. 

Shall such an institution k)iiger delude the world by ite pretensions to be, the handmaid of 
the reliaon of the Prince of Peace 7 

Ma. RvooLBs, of Maasaohusetts, concluded the debate. He said that he was sorry to diifer 
with some of his firiends on one poinL He had lone been convinced that masonry was charita- 
Ue, for "it covered a nrnUUude of «tiu.'* He had no objection that the brbth^hood should 
exercise dominion over themselves, so Ions as they did not interfere with the rights and liber- 
ties of others. He was unwilling to submit to a right daimed by them to control the courts 
and the legislative and executive branches of the government. Let them legislate fer them- 
selves, but not for us. Let them drink out of each other's skulls, but not out of ours. 

The report was adopted. 

On motion of Ma. dnwAxn, of New-York, it was 

Meiohedf That a committee of one firom each state and temtoryliere represented, be appmnted 
to make a concise report on the progress of anti-masonrv throughout the United States. 

The report of ML Hontnis upon the obligati«n oz masomc oaths was taken up, and on 
motion to adopt the same. 

Ma. WALxna, of Massach u setts, said, that he waa as anxious to forward the business of 
the convention as any other member, but it had appeared to him, that the subject of masonic 
oaths was the most important subject that could be considered by this convention : and that 
this report .had the grwitest bearme upon the fiiture progress of anti-masonry. What we do 
at this time, said he, will not pass silently; we should, therefore, have a distinct understanding 
of the subject in all it* bearings. 

It seems that these bathe are neither morally, legally, or religiously binding ; this is a con« 
sideration vastly important. The adoption of this report is eatoulated to hiy the axe at the 
iroot of the tree'' of masonrjr. It is the most effectual measure that we can possibly take to 
oestroy the institution ^ for if we can destroy these oaths, the institution fells to the ground a« 
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nAktm^ lot 

lAoe. If the duvm etn onee be broken— if it can be satuflwtorily ibown «iid prmn that 

these oaths are not bindiiig, honest men and discerning men will oome out and desert the in* 

stitution. 

I apprehend that infinitely the greatest majority of masons are held to the institution* by a 
sUTish belief that these oatns are binding ; they iibhor the institution, but fear the oaths ; and 
if we can onee convince them that these oaths are not bindine ; that they have no legal, moral, 
or religious force, the institution is destroyed. And this is the great object for whii£ we have 
here assembled. We have not assembled here to conjure up the ghost of Morgan, or to avenge 
his blood, but to expose to public view the influence which the institution of &ee-masonry liaa 
upon public justice m our courts of law and halls of legislation ; and to show that these oaths 
are not bindu« or obligatory. It appears to me, that this ought to be one of the most promi- 
nent subjects before thjs conyention---that its importance ouffht to be deeply felt. 

We hare assembled here to protect our own rights, ana to break down this combination 
against society ; and in no way can we do it so effectually as by destroying these obligations. 

The arguments contained in the report are eonchtsiye and ftilL The law takes no notice of 
perjury, except it be committed in some court of justice. Now, the great cry is,* that these 
seceders are not to be believed, that they are peijured wretches. But they are not perjured 
villains or wretches. To say so is a gross misuse of terms. They have broken their' masonic 
obligations, but they are not guihy of perjury. We cannot raise too loud a voice with regard 
of these fiau:ts ; it wiH prevent the error from spreading;. It is a masonio mancsuvre, and ought 
to be treated as such ; we ought to dwell upon it. The opposition to these oaths is the sure 
foundation of anti-masonry ; it is what I unijderstand to be true anti«masonry. I know the 
general opinion ia^ that it is an excitement got up about Morgan's murder ; and many suppose 
that we nave assembled here to arouse the oommunity by a recapitulation of Morgan's abauo* 
tion. That was indeed a horrible affidr, an inflimous transaction, and it seems as u there could 
be hardly enough said upon the subject ; but when compared with these oaths, it is of no con- 
sequence, except to show that masons do consider these oaths binding ; that they thought it 
necessary to take the lifo of a fellow-mortal ; to destroy a man for committing no crime, but 
telling the truth. 

There is another thins; : if we can break up the impresdon that masonic oaths are binding, 
masons will not feel calfid on to perjure.themselves in courts of justice. 

Now. a royal arch mason feds oound to extricate his compamon, whether right or wrone ; 
and if brom^t into a court of justice to swear against a royal arch mason, he cannot, if he 
feels his obugatbns to be binding, do justice to his country, thons^ he feels deeply the interests 
of the community. But if he can only be persuaded that the oElieations which were hnposed 
on him were wholly unlawfol, and, from that feet, not in the least degree oUigatory, he is pre- 
pared to do justice and act honestly. * 

Two jreat objects o£ anti-masonry are to purify courts of justice, and to emancipate the 
press. But the object which oomes nearest our hearts is, to destroy the influence of these oaths ; 
instead of dwelling upon what is past, we ought to go forward to the great principle, that these 
oaths are at war with public righL This is what we oucht to dwell upon at all times ; honest 
men will then desert the fraternity ; the enemy only wiU remain, to meet their fete in the fell- 
ing ruins. 

A motion was made to amend the clause in the« report, where the number of masons in the 
IJnited States is stated at 800,000, by striking out that number, and inserting 100,000, which 
is the number mentioned in Mr. Waed's re^nrt. OnthismoUon, , , 

Ma. WaU), as chairman of the committee who made the re^rt upon the origin of free-ma- 
sonry, &C. proceeded to explain the manner in which the comnuttee had arrived at the estimate 
of 100,000. They had been principally governed^ by the published documents of the frater- 
nity. He had no objection to the insertion of a grea^ number, provided that number were 
nearer the truth. 

In a work published by the fraternity, he found the number of lodges enumerated from one 
to five hundred and eigbt in the state of New-York. Pennsylvama furnished about three 
hundred. The chapters are regularly numbered— each number having its chapter— 4ie had ^ 
not however been in posMSsion of documents which would enable him to determine the pncue 
number in the Union. 

In 181 5 a regular return was made, in which the whole number of lodges was estinmted at 
less than 1500. And as fer as my experience in free-masonry goes, said the speaker, I am of . 
the opinion, that ifthere are but 1500 kidges, there are probably iK>t more than 500 chaptem^ 
making an aggregate of 8000 k)dges and diapters. The Book of Constitutions of Massachu- 
setts, states, that when the number of members in a lodffe exceeds 30 (»r 40, the brethren 
generally find it convenient to separate, and make a new body. In addition to the conve- 
nience pWessed, it delights men so much to be styled Moit WortUj^, that there is no doubt 
they improve their priv3ege to the full exteat-*in the country, they certamly do so. And i 
enture my opinion, that £e kidges throughout the country, shidi not furnish more than from 35 
to 40 actual members. There are to be seen, in all parts of the country, some who do not be- 
long to any k)d«; they joined the kxlge, but became sick of it and abandoned it; ortheyhave 
removed fromttie place in which they were made masons, and have not thoueht fit to attach 
themselves lo another lodge. There are, perhaps, about one third of the whole body, who do 
ftot number ia the todgM i if thete be adM to thoae ali^ 



number for each lodge and chapter to about 50, mtOdng u ^:gi«gate of I 
think this estimate large enough ; still, if there is any additional information to be thrown out, 
I shall be glad to hear it. But we are not to take the estimate of our enemies upon this sub- 
ject, who boast of an institution coeval with Adam and Solomon. 

Now the grand chapter pretends to come from the days of Zerubabbel, and from Moses eren, 
when it is ascertained that it originated in 1747, and not before. Previous to that period the 
royal arch dnapter had not a name, found even upon the books of the order. 

We have paid sufficient attention to the antiquity of the institution ; and their pretensions 
as to numbers, are probably as false, as they are shown to be in relation to the antiquity of the 
institution, or its claim to be the handmaid of religion. 

Mr. MoasE, of New- Jersey, said, that he had travelled extensively, and been acquainted 
with lodges in thurteen states of die union, and he was quite sure that Mr. Ward's calculatioii 
was even beyond the fhct. He had never known a body of masons to keep together over one 
or two years ; they would disperse, in order to hold offices, and he had considered their claim, 
. as to numbers, a masonic truth,^ 
. Ma. Painb, of Rhode Island, said, that considerable pains had been taken in Providence, 
llhode Island, to ascertain the number belonging to the fraternity. Masons had estimated 
their number at 5 or 600 ; buL upon investigation, they had been unable to make out more than 
850. He thought the probable number in tiie state was about 1000, and as the state contained 
something near 100,000 inhabitants, these facts would go to confirm the accuracy of the esti- 
mate dven in the report; as there were probably as great a proportion of masons in Rhode 
Islancf as in any other part of the country. 

Mr. Phblps. of Massachusetts, remarked, that when the inquiry commenced a year ago, 
they were told oy masons, that the number of the fraternity in Boston was 6000. Boston con- 
tains little less than 62,000 inhabitants. 

The whites, he said, had five lodges, two chaptei^ and one encampment ; and there was one 
lodge, one chapter, and one encampment of blacks. The number of blacks in the city he esti- 
matdiatSOO. 

Much pains had been taken by the suburb and city investigating committees, consisting of 
one hundred and twelve persons ; they had been at work for eight or nine months, and nad 
taken a great deal of pains to investigate the subject effectually ; and instead of 6000, they 
1^ been able to find out, so far, but aoout 800. He was pretty well satisfied, by the efforts 
already made, that they would never be able to find masons enough to encrease the number 
above oOO ; and from the relative proportions of inhabitaifts and masons, in the city of Bos- 
ton and town of Providence, he believed the estimate of the report to a full and ample 
estimate. 

The amendment prevailed, and thus amended the report was adopted. 

The report of Mr. Ward, from the committee to mquire and report where free-masonry 
driginatea, &c &c being called up for consideration, ^ 

Mr. Seward moved to amend the report, by striking out the words Satan's synaeogve,*' 
used in application to the masonic institution, and by inserting, in lieu, thereof the worSs un- 
hallowed temple." On this motion, 

Mr. Ward^ chairman of the committee who made the report, remarked, that the phrase 
occurred only m the conclusion or summing up, and that it was scriptural. In de^rence to the 
feeling or rather ju(toient of gentlemen of the convention, he would not insist upon the 
propnety of retaining the words as originally expressed ; towards the members of the firatemity 
he oierished no unkind feelingly ; to' them he would not apply harsh terms ; but as it re^urded 
the institution itself, he must comess that no language could adequately express the abhorrence 
in which he held it. . 

Mr. Hollt said, that synagogue was a term ajpplicable to a ijlace of won^p. He hoped 
t^t nothing would emanate m>m this convention calculated to me offence to any man. Se 
would not appropriate to free-masons a temple in terms, by which ofience might ibe given to 
any class of the community. For these reasons, he womd prefer that the phraseology c^ould 
be changed. 

Mr. Soileau hoped the amendment would prevail ; he could readil)r4:oncdve ^t no Ian* 
euage was adequate to pourtnur the feelin^ of secedmg masons ^ but if he had learnt any 
tbing by experience, it waiS, that under all similar circumstances, it is the best and most effectual 
way. to use soft terms. 

Tne amendment prevailed^ and the report thus ameijided was adopted. 

.Mr. Pbslpsi from the committee appointed to consider the proper busing to be submitted 
to the convention, submitted the following; resolution, which was adopted; 
' Uetohed^ That a committee of five be appointed to report upon the efieets of fi«e-maaonry 
on the Christian reli&^on. 

The convention adjourned tq.four o'clock. At four they re-afBemWed. . . 

A resolution rei)orted jby MiC .Ruggles, authoriiniig the committee of fihancai to oibtain 
Kibscriptions to defi^y the expenses of the convention, was adopted. 

On motiop of Mr. Green; a committee was appointed to conisider aiid^port' at what time 
dhe convention may complete its business, and adjourn sine die, 

Mr. Armstrong, of New-lTork^ from the committee of seceding masons^ zpinHe a UetaSIed 
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nparty gmng a mnonaiy of tbe oaths, obligatksns, and proroiiient poinU each decree of 
free-m&sonry. The report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Hollxt, of New- York, from tbe committee to whom the duty of preparing it had been 
assigned, reported an address to the people of the United States. The adore Bs was laid ij^xxn 
the table. 

Mjt. Matna&o, ofKewrTork, then said, that in the languaee of another, used on another 
occasioxi, he would savj, To-day, we have done enough for glory. ^ He then moTed diat the 
convention adjourn. Thepreupon, > 

Adjourned to 9 o^clock to-morrow morning. 

Tfntrsday, Sept, 16, 1830. 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the Rev. Ma. AaiisTmoxo, of 
New- York. 

Mr. Reap, of New- York, |rom the committee on that subject^eported bv resolution, that 
this convention will adjourn on Friday evening next, at 6 o'clock P. M. whicn was adopted. 

Mr. Taylor, of New- York, from the committee on the^influence of free-masonry on the 
public press, made a report which was adopted. 

Mr. Seward, of New- York, from tbe committee on that subject, reported sundry resolu- 
tions, which wore read and laid upon the table. [See them among the reports.] 

Mr. Walker, of Massachusetts, from the committee to inquire whellier masonic oaths dis> 
quali^ men fi)r offices in the gift of the people, made a report^ which was read and laid upon 
tke table. 

The address to the people of the United States, reported by Mr. Hollet, from the com . 
mittee on that subject, was taken up. 

Mr. Merrick, of Massachusetts, said, that he felt unwilling that the able and eloquent 
address to the people of the United States, reported by the committee, shotdd be adopted by 
the convention, without drawing forth the expression of the opinions of its individual members. 

This addiess, he continued, is an appeal to the whole people, on a subject which, in these 
latter times, has been deemed, by no small portion of them, to be of the ni£;he8t moment and 
deepest consequence. This strong feeUng against free-masonry is of modem growth. For 
many years — ^now nearly a century—the masonic institution has existed within the United 
States ; and, during some portion of that period, has been cherished as an object of veneration 
and respect. It has met with the favour of the people. The members, and many also who, 
though not of its fellowship, have been strsingely deluded to become its advocates, nave repre* 
eented the institution as scarcely inferior in value to the prevailing relk^on of the land. In 
some respects, sir, an extraordinary infatuation has lauded it, as even of more worth than that 
inestimable religion. If such representations were correct ; if the praises whidi have been 
lavished, and the charms which nave been ascribed to it, were but its fidthful portrait, flien 
indeed is every effort to oppose its existence, its progress, and its triumph, most injudicious, and 
most imjust. How unwise, that we should be gathered together in this convention, to attempt 
the prostration of an institution, which is, in truth, shedding light and imparting comfort, not 
merely to the narrOHv circle of these United States, but all abroad, to tbe fruthest verge of 
civilization* 

I do not yield to these opinions. I concur, sir, in the sentiments which the reported address 
before us expresses of fi^e-masonry. I believe the institution is not only whoUy worthless, 
but that it IS positively injurious and bad; that it is folse in nearly all its outward pre- 
tensions, and corrupt andf rotten at . the heart. I believe that its real principles and 
characteristics, shrouded as they have been in the mystery of its cherished secrets, tend 
to debase and degrade mankmd; and that if^all its obligations' were practically observed 
in any community, containing a numerous fraternity within its Uimts, no government 
could stand before the ineviteiDle conflict which would ensue. 

What is this institution of free-masonry? Is it the work of the wisest of the princes 
of Judea, accoinpli^ied while he was building that gorgeous temple of Jerusalem, which 
was the glory of i&s own, and the wonder of succeeding generations? Did he tsall to. 
his councils the royalty of Tyre, and, with him, and the son of the widow, withdraw 
to some hallowed recess, where, undisturbed by the claims of neople, of government, and 
kingdoms, and temples, they might devise or reorganise some gionous institution to be sent 
down to the latest posterity, to bind men together hy the strong bonds of brotherhood, 
and which, with the strength of union, should tend to the high elevation of personal 
character, the purity of morals, and the advancement of every earthly interest? And is 
this the free-masonry of our age — Uie wonderful production of their guarded conclave and 
anxious meditations? No, sir, never! King Solomon never meditated, never dreamed 
of such a thing. His robe of majesty bore, no such sullied spot upon its folds ; and it is as 
unjust to his memory, as it is false in &ct, to attempt to fix upon liim the paternity of an 
institution, whidii, it it were really the work of his creation. Would dim the glory of his reign, 
and tarnish all the magnificence of his throne. But, instead of this boasted antiquity and regal 
birth, its age shrinks down before tiie gaze of historical investigation, and the seardiing eye of 
trutt to tbe very last century that has gone by : and then, as one of your accepted reports 
sati^u^torily establishes,, it was seen emerging, with its first grand di^itary, from the Apple 
Tree Tavern, in 1717, It is but the " creature of yesterday nor will it be a perversion of the 
te^ if we add, that " it knows nothing." And it teaches noticing ; for it has nothing TaluaW© 
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of its own to teach. The moral virtues which are commended, «nd the reUnoos sentiments 
which are expressed in some of its published notices^ are borrowed elsewhere tor itis own ad 
Tancement: it neither created, nor originali^r promulgated them, to enlighten and improve the 
world. Can this institution, thus resting, in its pretensions to its origin and age, upon the 
most palpable falsehoods, be Uie great fountain of morality, and the hwdmaid of religion 
What reueion does it teach 1 In Christian lands it la^rs down the Bible ^n its altar ; but, 
careless of its revelations, throws it by for the Koran in the land of the Turk. Nor is free- 
masonry, in principle or in fiiCt, a benevolent institution. The outward version of its preten- 
sions, indeed, vaunts largely upon this interesting feature, which, it claims, belongs to its 
character : but within, it is, «t besU but a narrow, confined, and avaricious selfishness. Where 
are its de^s of charity abroad 7 Whose sorrows have been soothed by its kind interference ? 
Look at the fiicts stated in the report of one of your commiteea upon this subject ; and you find, 
that the records of one of the lodges in the city of Boston present the astonisnine and appalling 
exhibition, that while in the period of about eighteen years, the sum of nineteen hundred dollars 
was expended — or wasted rather— in gaudy trappings, in insignificant trifles, and worse than 
useless refrei^bments, only thirty-five dollars was devoted to the claims of charity. Sii^ 
extraordinary as this may appear, I believe that, as a specimen, it does not very unfairly 
exhibit the appropriation of masonic funds in any quarter of the globe. Let the institution 
open the reocu^s of any of its lodges or chapters, on this or the other side of the Atlantic, and 
I think it will be founa that, in London or in Boeton, in Europe or in America, the distribution 
of charity will compare with the profligate extravagance of its expenses, in something like the 
proportion already mentioned. I doubt if the records of a single masonic congregation in our 
country, whether it be lodges or chapter, or encampment; whether th^y contain masters^ 
knights, or monarchs, will exhibit a distribution of ten dollars in the hundred of its receipts to 
charitable purposes. What shall, or oug^t, to be said of the hoarding, or the expenditure, of 
the large balance which remains 1 

If this institution of free»masonry is thus destitute of science and of all means of instruction, 
if it be neither the ahnoner of charity nor the handmaid of religion, what are its principles, 
and where is its character to be learned ? They may both, and aU, be seen in its secret and 
tremendous obligations. 

At the late inauguration of the high officers of the general srand chapter of the United States 
at Washington, during the last wkiter, the deputy grand high priestr*-the same individual who 
had been the agent and ofiicer.to introduce uee-mascmry into a neighbourmgrepubUie, and 
which resulted in the direct production of civil conflict and mtestine commotion — ^took into his 
hand a book of the constitution of the institution, and, speaking of the opponents of the order, 
observed, that if they would only read the prayera and charges contained in it, they would 
not say, ' we are opposed to all conventions of men where such doctrines are taught.* " Who, 
sir, has opposed them J Who has spoken aught against the moral virtues or loyal duties 
which are commended in these Books of Constitutions? Has any member of this convention 
ventured to assert, hem or elseiirhere, that charity is not a high virtue, patriotism not honoura^ 
ble, and religion not of most momentous amcem? No^sir; no such thing. We are opposing 
firee-masomry from the most deep^rooteq and solemn conviction cf its injurious tendencies ; bu 
we are not struggling agai^t the loyalty which is recommended in the charges, or the virtues 
which are sought for in the prayers of its Book of Constitutions. Our object and our cause 
involves no such necessity, beca>use the Book of Constitutiops is not free-mascsary, nor does it 
expound its real, genuine, characteristics and principles. Whoeyer seeks to kmm what free* 
masonry truly is, must look far beyond such compilations, and beyond all the exaggerated 
pan^yrics otits apologists and defenders. If any one akoi^d be so unwise as to suppose that 
all l£e learning and teaching of such works could initiate him into the doctrines and th» 
knowledge of the craft, let him try the experiment ; let him gi^r in his mmd all their 
oontenu ; and when his memory is lumbered with all the treasury he can gather from those 
resources, present hmiself for admission to a lodge. He will find quickly^ that without other 
preparations, he caimot cross the threahhold of its steelTdefemJed door ; and if he ever enter, 
he will learn the hmniliating and painful lesson, that these outivard attractions have nothing to 
do with th^ haughty, despotic, and dangerous principles of its secret obligations. 

It is upon them <mly—- its obligations, its oathsr-upon which free-masonry exclusively 
rests. They inake and constitute the institution. Without them it is nothing : with them 
every thing which we resist; which we denounce, and whidi we strive to overthrow. — 
Take them away, its spirit and its essence is gone— the institution itoelf is gone. With 
0Ut them, it cannot be saved by its gorgeous utles, pr its sounding paraphernalja ; it will 
sink in spite of its crowns^ and mitres, and breast^plates. Far less can it $nd safety or 
life in its degrading fonnahties— in the miserable mummery of its signs, its grips, and its 
passrwords, or in the absolute nonsense of its Ma-ha^bone. Free*masonry stands and lires, 
alone, upon its oaths* They are the bohds which hold together what one of your 
committees has called, '*this great temple, whose walls aro living men." Take them 
away, and its wpdls fa)l asunder at once; and that lofty edifice sluill crumble instantly 
into dust That done, the work of desolation will not wait for the slqw oorrosioii of 
Msing ages to wear away the threads and fibres of its cable. They wiU burst at 9nce. 
xhe vicjU^ will be complete, and the stnig^e over for ever. 

There are, then, two i]^uestionB of an importance not transcended by any which will 
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receire the deliberate consideration of this oonvention, whkli eudU to he iiumiMi: Ara 
the oaths of free-masomy known, and are they legally or morafiy binding upon its mem* 
bers? Those questions are, in the address before as, briefly, but ably and pertinently 
answered. It is affirmed that they are known, and that they have no ninding force. 

It would have been mv choice, that the discussion of this subject should have been 
introduced and conducted oy others. To dwell long and earnestly on tnis interesting question, 
may seem, in one who has renounced the obligations of the mystic order, and who, more for- , 
tunate than the grand master in 0ie tragic story of its fSsbled origin, has escaped fym Uia 
temple with his life, something like a manifestation of a want of personal vindication. Yet, 
sir, that is a feelii^ which has created with me no agitating anxieties. Whoever knows the 
relation in which 1 have stood, and in which I now stand, towards the masonic institution, 
camiot be insensible thait I must long since have met and answered this question for mytelfl 
It was considered faithfully, and, to myself, was answered" satisfoettnrily. It has been 
elsewhere met and most ably answered. It is done so in the argumentative report on that 
subject, submitted by the gentleman from New- York: and I believe, that the views therein 
expressed will stand the test of the most ri^d investigation. Yet tnere may, peihaps, be 
somt very fiuniliar lights in which this quesuon may be fbrther presented. 

But, sir, thou^ I have said that the obligatory character of masonic obligations had long; 
since occupied my most careful consideratioii, I never folt, nor do I now foel, Uiat I did nuUce, 
or that it was in my power to make, any disclosures of masonic secrets. Long befttra I spoke 
openly to the pubhc, the press had teemed with the revelations <^Morg;an. The ^'Lifffat on 
Masonry,^* compiled^and published by one of the members of this convention, was sheddmg its 
r&ys in every direction. s 

Great numbers of men of elevated and hooouraUe character, in difierent and various parts of 
oor country, had bome4heir personal testimony to the truth of the disdosures. What, there- 
fore, had blefore been secret was laid bare. Bcoks, pamphlets, newspapers, had told, over and 
over agEun, the story of the hoarded mysteries of the craft ; and the prooft of the inte^ty <^ 
the revelaUcms had swollen to a magnitude which no careful inquirer could possibly resist. To 
fipeak then was little ; it was but following in the pathway whidi feariess integrity had ahready 
opened, and which had been made safe by the wide pervading jealousy of an uiarmed and reso« 
lute people. Yet there was a time, when so to speak was most honourable daring Look back 
but yet a little while, to the day of the meeting of the first Le Roy convention, Few moments 
of deeper interest can be founa in the records of time. In the voluntary disclosures, and the 
bold emancipation of the individuals of that body, is seen a hardihood of integrity rarely paral- 
leled. To the fearless resolution and the intrepid virtue exhibited on that occasion I have paid, 
and shall not cease to pay, the homage of my unbounded respect. There are few men in any s^, 
who, at a time like that, and surrounded as they were, would not have shrunk back from tne im- 
pending responsibility d their situation. They stood isolated and alone. There were no summnd- 
ing comlmiations to dieer and sustain them in their course. They had no guides but the cmivic- 
Monofduty; no support but conscious rectitude. They had indeed one example; but that ex- 
ample was dreadful and appalling. The light which but a brief space before bad been struck up 
by the revelations of the western martyr, was quickly quenched in the deep waters of Niagara ; 
jind the anxious but baffled solicitude of a rising people to discover the poor remains of a mur- 
flered Victim, spoke in tones of admonition, which could not be disreearded. It was then, diat 
IhQse men moved forward with fesu^less step in the pathway which Bad led their <mly prede^ 
iessor to shameless brutality and barbarous death. Sir, it was an act of hifh-minded valour, 
^f disinterested and honourable patriotism, which stands boldly forth ; which merits, and f 
trust will not cease to receive, the decided smprobation of every ^telliffent, impartial, and in- 
quiring mind. They discarded the oaths oi rree-masonry. It was a daring aet : but it was 
not that alone : it was honest alsob Those oaths ought never to have been regarded as having 
*ny binding force.. 

I take it, sir, that tm very obvious and familiar principles, the entire disregard of the eftths of 
free-masonry may be justified. I shall not occupy the time of the conventiim by references to 
learned authorities, nor by citations from approved ethical writers. A few suggestions, arising 
from considerations which we are accustomed in all our daily avocations to apply, wiU be tibe 
extent of the argument on which I propose to enter. 

An oath is a promise sanctioned by a direct appeal to God for the fidelity with which it shall 
^ observed. All promises are equally as binding as oaths. Yet from either, and from both, 
there are common and fiequent cases of absolution. The oath taken by the forty men who 
bound themselves to take the life of Paul, mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles^ is an obvious 
uid plain instance of an engagement not binding. The wrong hi that case, as in masonic ob- 
ligations, consisted in assuming it. 

A promise obtained by fraud and misrepresentatiim is never regarded as obligatory. Go 
forth Deyond these walls into the pleasant mart where we are assemblefl, and apply to some 
merchant, whom you deem an honouraUe man, for the purchase of some article of merchandise. 
He deserU)es the article you propxie to buy him as of great vahie, of foreign growth, or 
manufacture, and of the oest quality. Trusting to these representations, you make the pur- 
ehase, and eive to him your promissory note to secure the payment of the price agreed. It 
turns out atlerwards that the article purchased was not in fact of foreign growth, or manufo(y> 
tore 3 that it is a base, and spurious, and eorrupt imitlEttiony of T«ry Uttl^ if of any, talue. Aia 
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yoa homH imdeemaUy by yow woinise? Can the pcmnent of that sum be oompened 7 or 
WQuld not the oioet scrupulo^y honest man resik its ooilection ? Carry these questions to the 
court of law, imd it shaU be the concurrent testimony of the judge, who represents the justice 
aiid wisdom of the country, and of the jurr who represent the country itself that neither law, 
9or conscience, nor common sense, demanas the performance of the promise. 

It is on the plainest of all principles, that free-masons are justified in breaking or disregard- 
ing the oaths which are imposed on them as craftsmen. They are all allured into the institu- 
tktn by Uie grossest misrepresentations, and the most positive falsehoods. I sliaQ advert to but 
yery &w of them. 

The candidate is made to understand, by all the pretensions of free-masonry, that the insti- 
tution is very ancient. If the Monitor, published by Mr. Webb, and approved of by grand 
lodges, is put into his hands, almost tlie nrst sentence he reads is, that "ever since harmony 
displayed her charms, our order has had a being.'* What more flajgprant deception than this 
can be practised ? An assurance, positively and gravely given, that free-masonry was in being 
when the morning stars first san^ together f Yet even tnis palpable misrepresentation is hardly 
inferior to many by which the initiate is betrayed from one step to another. And I cannot but 
remark here, although not exactly in place, that before the candidate Is permitted to enter within 
the walls of a lod^ room, he is induced to make confessions and assertions, which are some- 
times hardly consistent with truth, »nd which, it seems to me, must often be absdutely false. 
A fonnula is presented as he offers himself for admission, which is hastily read to him, and as 
hastily answered, according to the directions given ; so that be declares that he seeks to enter 
the institution "unbiassed by fiiends," "umnfluenced by mercenary motives," and "from a 
sincere wish of beingr serviceable to his fellow-creatures." -To these answers an affinnative is 
always to be given ; wit surely they cannot always be given with truth. For besides one of 
the inducements which is mentionecf, there is almost alwa3rs another— I mean curiosity ; which 
has^ I believe, in fact, been the most prevailing motive to draw men within the ceremonies, 
which he is told are to lead to knowledge, and to end in sublimity. Few men have, I believe, 
ever entered within the mystic circle, witliout bdng strondy moved by a high and excited 
curiosity. Yet tliat feeling is doomed to experience an early and total disappointment. He 
never finds the treasures of learning which he hoped to see unfolded to his view ; h^ is roused 
by nt> erand objects, which meet his anticipations of the sublime, and dim indeed is the light 
which blesses his vision as he is brought out of darkness. Yet for the hoped-for brightness 
which is blazing within, the candidate submits to a bandage upon his eyes without, and is 
ehrouded in darlu^ess, as a fit preparation for an entrance upon the ceremomes which are before 
him. In this groping condition^ cable-towed and haltered, ne is subjected to, and bound by, the 
first oath of free-masonry. When that bond is on, and that shackle fastened, he is brought to 
the li^ht of masonry ; not to the glorious light of day ; nqt to the effulgence of the sun in its 
dazzline radiance : not to the lights of leammg and science, enlargiiiff the powers and capaci- 
ties of the mind, displaymg the beauties of nature and the wonders ot the arts ; not to the be«| 
nevolent beams of religion, pointing to the skies, and holding forth the way ; but to the li^h 
of masonry ; to the h^t, namely, of three bumiog tapers, aetmtfficaUy placed in a triangiUa 
form! 

If a grosser or more palpable misrepresentation can be made than the assertion to a can 
didate, thai masonry is of itself a science, or that it has within itself any peculiar mean 
of instruction in science, let him sp^ak it who can. I am not able to imagine a stronge 
case ef deception. Prom the beginnmg to the end it is all of a piece- From the poor specime 
I have mentioned, the initiate goes on from step to step, and from one degree to another, altex 
nately blindfolded and enlightened, groping amid the a[i»urd ceremonies of the order, in the vai 
hope of attainii^ to the ends which he had been assured should at last be reached. But rel 
gion, science, and polite l^aminf, will for ever elude his erasp within the circle of the lodg 
room. Wheia, however, he has been raised to masonic ^bmnity, and passed sevefal degree 
beyond that, and is at last " exalted" to t^ royal arch, the polite learning of the order breathes 
forth ita harmony in delightfU verse. When he reaches ttie chamber of the council, he may 
there hear the " most excellent" priest, adorned in his sacerdotal vestments, with the mitre on 
his head, bearing the inscription, "Holiness to the Lord," mumbling, with ^ attendant king 
«ad scrib^ as they raise the " living arch," this miserable doggiel; 

We three do'agree, 
To live in peace anid wdty ; 
We three do agree, 
His holy word td search ; 
We three do a^ee, 
To raise this living vch* 

So much* ^f, for the leamidg of this braggart order. Its helps in the lerviee of religion an 
quite as impotent and contemptible. In the course of the ceremonies of admission to the degree 

mtak master, for instance, U undertakes to give an exposition of that text in the Apocalypse, 
which cteclares, that "to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and wij 
give a wbUe »UnUf and in the stone a i^ name writtcm, whidi no man knoweth saving him thai 
WMTethitp" Th]8figiirfaivepaiwg9fWhiGh,if itbom)]»6thii^lpy«t^ 
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ology, is yet, in the hands of Christian theologians, susceptible of a reasonable exposition, is 
explained by the craft in a manner palpably false. The white stone is there said to be the key- 
stone of the last arch which finished the temple of Jerusalem, and the new nam written, is tne 
initials of the words Hiram, Tyrian, Widow's Son, Sent to Kin^ Solomon ! 

There are other ceremonies m which the scriptures are degracbd, and its teachings and its 
Author little less than blasphemed. The candidate, when about to be "exalted" to the " sub- 
lime" de^ee of royal arch companion, is blindfolded and hampered witl^ cords. In that situa- 
tion he IS led on, and made to go through what he is told represents the passage across the 
wilderness up to the rebuilding of the temple, in the time of Cyrus. To hmi, indeed, it is a 
wilderness of confusion ; for whatever of obstruction can be thrown in his way by the merry 
companions is accumulated for his embarrassment. Chairs, taUes, billets of woocl, and what- 
ever other moveable substance can be readily commanded, are piled in his way to convert the 
fiction of a " rough and rugged path" into reality ; and the perplexity of the blinded wayfarer 
becomes high sport to the surrounding observers. In the midst of this scene 'of noisy confusion 
and obstreperous mirth, the candidate is turned aside to behold a mimic spectacle of the " burn- 
ing bush;" and a companion pronounces, in the language of the Almighty to his chosen servant, 
"Put oft thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.** 
Sir, this is most derogatory to the eternal word. At such a time, in such a place, and for such 
purposes, what more unworthy, than that a craftsman of the order should take upon his lips 
the solemn warning of Uehovedi, and, as his representative, should dare blasphemously to pro- 
claimj " Put off thy shoes ; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground." 

It is by such interpretations, and such spectacles as these, that religion is degraded, and her 
altars profaned ! 

Yet these are but brief notices of a few of the direct misrepresentations with which free- 
masonry abounds. Its falsehoods are glowing and numerous ; and if deception is ever to be 
permitted to operate as a dissolution from the obligations of a promise, it would be difficult, if 
lot impossible, to find a ease in which the principle could be more appropriately applied, than 
.0 the obligations of this mystic and h3rpocritical order. 

There is another view of this subject, -w^hich will readily occur to every mind. An oath to 
io wrong, or not to do right, is never obligatory. The' case of the " forty men" has been 
dready suggested. The moral obligation of every citizen, with respect to such oaths, is alto- 
gether the other way ; they are " more honoured in the breach than in the observance." Apply 
his principle to free-masonry, and see whether its oaths can %tand the test of the ordeal. 

The address before us contains a fiuthful and accurate abstract of the oaths of the order. 
That abstract is satisfactory to me ; more so than the imperfect sketches in the report of an- 
ther committee, of which I was a member, and which, without some amendment, I think oug^ht 
lot to be adopted. I shall not dwell upon many of the topics suggested by the numerous obli- 
ations from which the address has niade extracts. It will answer all my purposes of illustra- 
ion to confine myself to one. In several of the degrees, commencing with that of the fellow 
raft, the initiate swears, that " he vnXL support the constitution of me grand lodge, and con- 
)rm to all the by-laws, rules, and relations of this or any other lodge of Ivhich he may be- 
ome a member." This oath is positive, peremptory, distinct, and unequivocal. Its real mean- 
iff cannot be misapprehended ; the laws of the respective masonic societies of which the indi- 
idual may be a member, are to be observed at all events. I am not insensible that the modem 
efenders of the institution, feeling the pressure of this application of its principles, have en- 
eavoured, with ingenious sophistry, to withdraw attention from the plain language of the oath 
self, to the exhortations to loyalty contained in the charges published in the Book of Consti- 
itions. . But if it had been really intended, that these several oaths should be regarded as 
itirely subordinate to moral duty and civil and patriotic obligations, it would have been wise 
id natural to have incorporated some intimation of such design into the oath itself, rather than 
» have left the candidate to the perplexity of the conflict between the absolute promise on the 
16 hand, and the subsequent exhortation on the other. 

It is not from the commentary of any learned and ingenious advocate, who now comes for- 
ard to apologize for and defend the mstitution, that we are to learn the real doctrines, of its 
jligations. Its own words are too plain to admit of any perversion ; and besides, the grand 
dges have, for themselves, given a construction which is m accordance with the positions which, 
c assume. The grand lodge of New- York has openly proclaimed, "that every grand lodge 
%3 an inherent power and authority : that they are an absolute and independent body, 
ith LEGISLATIVE authority." In other instances, when disorders have arisen among the sub* 
'dinate lodges, directions and instructions have been given, in which they say, substantially, 
y back to your oaths coid obli^tions, and learn there a lesson of passive and absolute obe- 
ience to the layrs and regulations of our enactment. 

If, then, the case shall ever arise, that a chapter or a lodge shall establish laws, the -operation 
' which will conflict with the enactments of the state, the masonic requisition is obedience to 
self, and conflict with the government. And whoever of its members refuses or declines this 
3ep and humiliating obedience, may read the hazard of resistance in the barbarous penalties 
^ his own invocation. His " heart must be torn from his bosom :" " his vitals plucked from 
iS body :" and masonic vengeance, still unsatisfied by this bloody immolation, refuses a 
;sting place to these' motionless remains, but they must be "burnt to ashes, and. scattered to 
le four winds of heaven." 
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Such is the result which must at Itust be reached, if the laws of freemasonry, as they are 
established in its baleful obligations, are practically- and fuller enforced. In this light, no one 
can fail to see, that Uiey are at war with every prmciple which ought to govern mankind in 
all their social relations. From the possibility of such a disastrous conclusion, it is the bounden 
duty of every individual to escape by absolving himself from a Connection with, or submission 
to, such despotic and unhallowed obligations. He should fly at once : and without waiting 
for contingent aids in the lapse of time, like the great conqueror of old, he should cut the 
Gordian knot which hinders him in his struggle in the pathway to freedom and to peace. 

Sir, from the most lawfril and sacred oaths which can be aaministered, there may sometimes 
exist circumstances, which create the most perfect absolution. There are no earthly ties 
which should be stronger than those which oind us to our country. Yet, jgo back to the 
patriotic a^ of our own revolution, and behold our fathers, congregated in this city, in the 
consecrated Hall of Independence. Many, if not all of them, had taken the long, and compli- 
cated, and solemn oath of allegiance to the British king ; yet when the grievances ofbis imix)8i- 
tion seemed to them too heavy to be borne, and the oppressions of his e;ovemment were weigh- 
ing down the expansive energies of these rising colomes, upon their high responsibility, they fell 
back upon the iurst principles of human nature, and emancipating themselves and their fellow 
citizens from all oaths of allegiance, gave freedom a new birth-place in this land of liberty. | 
Sir, the immortal father of his coimtry won that imperishable fame, which shall never fade, ! 
by lifting the glittering steel of the patriot soldier, albove the neglected oath, which had once 
bound him to the British throne. 

Whatever was formerly the condition and situation of the members of the masonic institu- 
^6n ; whatever were once their obli^tions and duties towards it, the peculiar circumstances 
of the present age have now changed them all. There were once secrets belonging to it. It 
once had its si^s, grips, pass-words ; its secret lectures and its darkly shrouded oaths. But 
they are now hidden from the public gaze no moi*e. Every thing of its own has been exposed; ' 
and the proofs of the truth of the revelations have long smce swollen to a magnitude, against 
which no obstinacy or unbelief can stand. It were as easy, as wise, and as honest, to dpubt 
of the existence of the cities of London or Paris, as to hesitate in believing that the hoardtd 
arcana of free-masonry have been exposed. Testimony has sprung up on every side, and thei 
concurrent evidence of unnumbered witnesses leaves no way or escape to the sophisms of doubt,' '■ 
or the distrust of incredulity. 

What, then, is now the situation of those who still feel themselves shut up, as in the vassal- 
age of this once towering; institution ? What still remains to be done by those who are yei 
lingering ill the rear? If Uiere were once difficulties, frowning and apparently insurmountable 
in the way of escape, they exist no more ; for fearless pioneers have levelled them with th 
earth. No bond can again be broken by the develojpement of the secrets of free-masonrr 
for that has already been done — totally, effectually — ^beyond the possibility of a repetition. 1 
there be ought else whicli can be disclosed, it must be only of crimes which have been com 
mitted, or conspiracies to accomplish them hereafter. And if, in any of its dark recesses, sue! 
things are — shall the veil of masonry hide them from the public eye, or its shield save th 
perpetrator from the arm of public justice ? 

No ! silence here, were participation in the guilt. The way is open and plain, simple an< 
free. Let all escape from the dominion of this despotic institution, and renounce their allegj 
ance to it at once, and for ever. And we bid them come ; not as to a triumph with us — vc 
.there is no triumph — ^but to rejoice with us in the peacefulness of a satisfied conscience. Thos 
who have broken away from the bonds wherewith they were once ignobly fastened to free 
masonry, are, I trust, seeking for nothing like outward praise — ^far less for any Uiing lih 
recompense or reward. They have but done their duty : and for one. I should as soon loo 
for the voice of praise for having kept my hand from the violence of robbery, as for yielding l 
the most conscientious convictions of duty in the renunciation which I have uttered. It i 
we repeat it, a plain duty ; and we bid them come — and they will find, that the slanders whic 
have been spent against us, are as unfounded as they are cruel, as luurmless as they am[ 
unjust. Let them look forth on those who have gone before, and see if they bear upon thefc ' 
the marks of tortured minds, and broken hearts. And if they will look with unclouded eyek 
they will behold no withering with anxiety, no unmanly exultation in triumph ; but they wiii 
see that tranquil satisfaction, and that immovable firmness of purpose, whioi are created and 
confirmed by the clearest convictions of duty. 

Sir, there is an unerring monitor within, which speaks in tones which will be heard, and in 
language which cannot be misconstrued. If that voice whispers peace, we may be sure that 
all IS well. The storm may beat upon the outward wall, but it shall not perish, for its founda- 
tion is on the rock. Let this consideration hush the fears and animate the virtues of those 
on whom we call, and prevail with them to take that one step, which will not lift Uiem on * 
high, but will establish them on the solid resting-place of peace and contentment. As they 
depart from free-masonry, its kings must throw off the robe of royalty ; its priests cast away 
the unsanctified mitre from their heads, and tear off the jewels from their breasts ; but they 
will realize, that these acts will altogether approve themselves to the understanding, and place 
within the heart an inestimable treasure, whidi the world cannot give, and which it cannot 
take away. 



DEBATES, 115 

Mr. Thachbr, of MeuuachiiBetts, said he did not rise for th| purpose of eulogising ihe 
iddress which had been prepared and laid before the convention, for consideration and 
acceptance. He thought that this would be altogether unnecessary after what had been 
aid by the gentleman on his left, his respected colleague from Massa^usetts. The address 
noreover, he continued^ speaks for itself. It speaks for itself to *The members of this 
onvention: and it will speak for itself when, (as I trust it will,) it goes forth to the 
leople of tlie United States. AU, therefore, that I can say in its favour on this occasion, 
rould be like holding up the dim taper of the lodge-TOom to aid the light of the sun. 
rise on this occasion to introduce two or three facts to elucidate the principles advanced 
1 the address, and which ought to come within the knowledge of this convention, and every 
pdiTidual in this respepted audience. In the address before this convention for considera^ 
bn, and in the remarks which have been made by the gentleman on my left, we have had 
rought to view the imposition of the masonic institution, in the measures which have been 
iken to induce individuals to become members of the masonic fraternity. 
I confess, in the presence of this conventioxL and this respected audience, that I have 
een one- of those who have been duped and decoyed, and made to pass through the 
^[fading ceremonies of the lodge-room. This stain upon my religious and moral character, 
do not expect ever to wipe away. But I am willing a recora of my folly, and I will say 
nckedness, should stand m high relie£ with the record of the Psalmist's iniquity, when he 
nnsgressed the laws of Qod and Israel in the matter of Uriah. 

I have said that I was decoyed. So I was, Mr. President; for I had held up to my view 
ilae representations. I was told by a respectable clergyman, whom I esteemed, and in 
rhom I placed implicit confidence, who had taken many degrees of the order, that there 
ras in that institution, that which was exceedingly valuable to define certain passages of 
cripture, which could not be satisfactorily ezplamed without masonic light: many pas- 
ages in the epistles of Paul, and in the revelation of John the divine, to some of which 
re have had allusion, were to be seen in their literal meaning in the ceremonies of the 
9dge and chapter. This and many other considerations which time would fail me to 
lention, induced me to apply to a respected friend and relative, to propose me as a candidate 
)r the lodge. This he cheerfully did. 

I was proposed to the lodge before knowing any thine of the outrage on William Morgan* 
should nave known these mcts if, as has been stated, uie public press had not been muzsded. 
|ut at that time there was not a paper in Massachusetts, and I Imow not of any in the New 
^land states, that dared record a syllable in respect to these facts. I was entirely ignorant 
|f what had taken place at Batavia. 

After I was propose^ to the lodge, I aeddentaUy had an opportunity to see one of Morgan's 
^ks. It was put in my hands by a free-mason, merely to excite vay curiosity, with this 
klamtion: that the book was put m circulation to accomplish a political purpose, and that 
imaking money by the coippilev : that in this book the compiler had incorporated certain 
rinalities in the "Book of Constitutions and Monitor, and sent it forth to the world as 
ponry, euid wished me to see what imposition was practised. I gave the book a cursory 
kding. I said to myself, this cannot be free-masonry : it is too frivolous. It did excite my 
piosity.* It led me to converse with respectable members of the institution, relative to the 
pjects therein contained. 

U conversed with a member of the institution in Providence, Rhode Island, "who was a man 
I high character in the fraternity, and a member of the encampment, who had been master of 
^iodge for many years^ and was esteemed what was technically called, a bright mason. He 
0d me that Morgan's illustrations gave t^e fraternity no uneasiness whatever. He said it 
id not toudi the subject of firee-masonry ; that it had nothing to do with the secrets of that 
iBtitution. He supposed that Morgan was a mason, and a man of some address, but a worth- 
Ms fellow of no character, a miscreant and drunkard ; and that he was not murdered. If he 
^ murdered at all, it was not by masons, but that the mob had beset him on this principle, 
'hey said that if he told the truth^ he oujght to die for violating those solemn obli&itions; 
rhich he professed to have taken ; if not, he ought to die for imposing upon the pubuc In 
Qnseauence of what was said by this gentleman, and as I had been proposed to tine lodge, I 
rent rorward and was initiated. As soon as I had entered the preparation room, and after I 
ad been made to subscribe and declare to what has been presented as formulas, they began 
3 prepare me for the rites and ceremonies. I then discovered that it was Morgan masonry, 
remarked this to the junior warden. He said that some things were similar, but if I advanced 
would soon be satisi^, and rejoice in becoming a member of the firaternity, as others had 
one ; and I was told that Waahinffton, Warren, and La Fayette had done the same before 
ae f and I was, according to the ilmstration of Morgan, divested of all my apparel, to the last 
emnant of decency. I was clad in a piur of drawers, and a cable-tow, or a rope, fiistened 
ound my neck. I was bUndfolded, ana, in this manner, led to the door of the lodge, where 
here were three distinct knocks, and answers. Who comes there? who comes there? who 
omes there? 

, I was conducted in, and about the lodge, round, and round, and round. Not an individual 
lid I know ; not a foce, not even of the master, for he too was a stranger. I had seen the 
onior warden who came to prepare me, and one other associate. I was fastened with a cable- 
ow, and how could I retreat if disposed ? Where was my apparel ? Could I go into tha 
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Street in my then situation ? I passed throng the three first degrees of firee-masonry in one 
niffht. I went through in ccllformity with a dispensation of the ^[rand lodge. 

^The same evemng, afler I had passed through the ceremomes, the master of the lodge 
administered the tes^oath, and gave what is called the check degree. He said that was 
necessary, because a #orthless fellow at Bataxria had disclosed the secrets of masonry as far as 
tiie third degree, and said if others got our keys, we must put on new locks. From this time, 
I discovered, that the illustrations of masonry had been studied assiduously by members of the 
lodges, in onier to render them what is technically called bright masons. And I have known 
those illustrations to have been studied by different lodges, that they might be familiar with the 
rites and ceremonies of the institution. 

In view of such impositions as these, I feel myself perfectly free in denouncing the oaths and 
ceremonies of the order. If any man judges me guilty of moral perjury, I am willing to bear 
the shame for ever ; I glory in such peijury as this ; I came forw^irci and^ burst the bands, 
from a religious regard to the best interests of my country, and from a solicitude that yoimg 
men mig^t be prevented from beinp taken in the same snare ; and if the declaration which 1 
have maide, and the record of my l&lly, should be the means of preventing one man from being 
ensnajred as I have been, I shall feel myself paid a thouscind times. 

Another thing to which aHusion has been made, is the binding nature of masonic oaths. 
I do not wish to add any thing to what has been scud by my colleague from Massachusetts ; 
but will merely state, that the address has taken for granted, that masons consider their oaths 
as Uterally binding. This position deserves some consideration, I beUeve it has not been con- , 
atdered by any member, because members, since the abduction of Mor^^an, have maintained 
before the unmitiated, that these obligations were never considered bindm^ ; that no member 
ever felt himself bound to cut a brother's throat, or to carry into execution any part of the 
penalties, as literally expressed. They would acknowledge that there was a mystical mean- 
ms in these penalties. 

1 think that ample proof has been adduced, to show that masons have felt themselves bound 
to execute the penalties of this obli^tion. ^ And I would ask, what is the meaning of all the 
calumny cast on the unti-onasons, if it be not in pursuance oi the obligations contained in the I 
" thrice illustrious order of the cross," — " You solemnly swear, that diould you know another 
to violate any essential part of this obligation, you wiU use your most decided endeavours, by 
the blessing of God, to bring such person to the strictest and most condign punishment, &c by 
pointing hrni out to the world as an unworthy vagabond, by opposing nis interest, by de^ 
ran^ff his business, by transferring his character after him, wherever he may eo, and by ex- 
posmghim to the contempt of the whole fraternity, and the world, but of our ulustrious order 
more especially, during his whole natural life." 

Any person who has been in any degree acquainted with the excitement in anti-masonry, 
must perceive that this oUigation has been executed to the very letter, in every respect. There 
is not a seceder in the land, who has not been ff^lowed by cisdumny, and pointed out to the 
world as an unworthy vagabond. There are gentlemen on my rif ht and on my left, of whom 
I have heard it stated, that they are drunken and worthless wret^es. I could name (me who 
was declared to be out of business, a street vagabond, going about from shop to shop, and fix)m 
door to door, without regard to decency or moral character. I have since learned that he is in 
high repute, in respectable business, and highly esteemed for his religious uid moral diaracter. 

I will not multiply examples in this particular, but will adduce facts to show that masons 
have considered it their duty to execute the bloody part of their masonic oaths. We have evi- 
dence that Morgan was nuirdered ameably to masonic law. It is said by masons that the 
au^ors of Jachin and Boaz, and Pritchard, were pvit to death. But in my neighbourhood it 
has been said repeatedly, not by the least of the order, but by hiffh priests and grand prelates, 
that if Morgan had been put to decOh, he had been served justfy and n^htly. A member of 
. the encampment in Massadiusetts and Rhode Island, in my own neighbourhood, conversed 
with me relative to the abduction of Morgan. He expressea it, as his view decideidly, and he 
was acquainted with the rights and principles of the institution, and I viewed him to be an 
upright man, that the masonic law snould oe executed, cmd gave this as a reason, that masonic 
law was antecedent to civil law. He regretted, however, that the Morgan affair had not been 
conducted more deUberately and prudently, and saved all this noise, and excitement, and in- 
jury to the fraternity. And to illustrate his views, be brought an example with which he was 
acquainted : either a brother-in-law to his wife, or himself. 

Peter and John (I will use fictitious names,) were residents in one of the back towns of 
Rhode Island. Peter was a regularly made mason and a mei^er of the lodge. He instructs 
John clandestinely in the rites and ceremonies of the institution. By means of this instruction, 
John works himself into the lodge ; he is received as a member, ana obtains the dEce, I think, 
of junior warden. After having been some time a member of the lodge, it leaked out, that 
Peter had instructed John clandestinely. John was made over again, and Uie oaths adminis- 
tered in due and leeal fonn, and-he was retained as a member of the institution. Peter very 
soon after happened to be in Providence a( a time when the grand lodge was in session. They 
summoned him to appear before them ; and in obedience to their call and the master's oath, by 
which he had promised to obey air signs, &c. he obeyed. They had certain resolute members 
appointed to take care of him. They did take care of him ; they murdered him. And I was 
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infbimed that he was taken dowii the Providence River. The report was, that he had^ ab- 
sconded. 

I will name but one instance more, and that is, of warning a brother of danger. A masonic 
deputy sheriff pursued two villains to the cape, who had been breaking open stores in Provi- 
dence. He was successful in apprehending them, and brought them part way back ; but they 
made known to him that they were masons, and he put them in custody of some masonic 
brethren, and went another way, under pretence, as he stated, of apprehending other rogues. 
He had scarcel)r turned his back, before the men were missing ; and it appeared he had put 
them in possession of Ms brethren in this way, in order that they might be missing. ,He did 
not want to dismiss them himself, bat was willing that others should do what he was unwilling 
to do himsel£ 

I have these facts upon substantial evidence, and bring them forward to show, that masons 
have considered their oaths binding, to the letter^ and consequently, the position taken in the 
address before us, is substantial^ correct. Smce I have been in this city, I have conversed 
with a venerable and respectaUe derffjrman, whom I well knew in my youth; and in res])ect 
to this subject, he told me, that he had been a mason for many years ; but for more than thirty 
years he hsid had the same opinion of the institution, that it was dangerous to society, and sub- 
versive of food order ; and that thirty years ago, he had a deliberate conversation with his 
&ther, whewer he should not sit down and write and publish all he knew. ELis father, upon 
due consideration, advised him not to do so, saying, that he would not be believed, and itaX he 
would lose his character and life, if he did it 

Mr. Newell, a missionary to the east, some time since deceased, was induced to take the 
Hiasonic degrees before he sailed. When he took the knight^templar^s degree, he was so dis* 
gusted, that he said to his companion, "Why have you suffered me to to so imposed upon : 
my feelings have been shocked by these blasphemous rites. I will sit down and write all I 
know about it, and expose it to uie world, so that others may not be duped as I have been.*' 
His friend argued with him till midnight, to induce him not to carry his plan into execution, 
saying to him, that b^ such an act he would destroy his character and lose nis life. 

It has been stated m the address sabmitted fbr our consideration, that free-masons ou?ht not 
to be eligible to offices of power and trust ; that they are disqualified by the oaths which they 
have taken, to fulfil such offices as the interests of tne country require. This has been con- 
sidered on the ground that thev have taken these obligations. 

There is another part, to which I will just allu^ It appears to me, that free*masons who 
still adhere to the order, have disfranchized themselves. They belong to a distinct and separate 
government, having no connection with the government of these l^ited States. They have 
a constitution and laws, which must come in collision withxhe laws of our own country. Now, 
woidd we elect a Canadian to an office of power and trust in these United States? Would we 
take from Great Britain a President for the United States, or take upon the bench a chief jus- 
tice of the Union, belonging to another government? I think it worthy of remark, that they 
who belong to a government, sui generis distinct from all other governments, and if they be- 
long to a separate government, the position laid down in the address, is correct, and ought to 
be maintained. I will not say that aU the members of the fraternity are ineligible to office. 
For there are many who sincerely desire, with aU their hearts, to iJe free ; but scruples, and 
many other strong cords, bind them to the fraternity. But those who adhere to them, and are 
with them in heart, and consider themselves bound by their oaths and obligations, I do think 
are ineligible to offices of power and trust. 

It is unnecessary for me to detain, and consume the time of this convention. We have the 
address before us, and I have no doubt but it will be adopted. I shall vote for it, very cordially. 
It is sufficient for this convention, and the support of it is sufficient for us, that we may all par<- 
ticipate in it. We have, by virtue of an ex post facto law, passed about one month since, been 
excluded from the Hall of Independence; but a note has ascended from this saloon, which 
shall be wafled by every breeze, and thrill on every zephyr, in tlie east, in the west, in the 
north and in the south. And I trust, that future generations will find by happy experience, 
that the trumpet did not give an uncertain sound — ^wat multitudes were ready to prepare them- 
selves for battle. 

Mr. Dexter, of Michigan. — ^Mr. President : I would, with other fentlemen who have 
preceded me, give my toice in favour of the ability and truth of the address to the people of 
the United States. 

The strong eround taken by that address, I presume to be this : that free*masonry is an 
emphre of itsel? distinct from every government within whose limits it exists ; that it has its 
laws paramoimt to all other laws, its altars and its priests exalted above the religion of the 
land. 

Let it never be forgotten, that, in these United Staes, there are from one to two himdred 
thousand men, who have sworn allegiance to laws not recognized by our constitution — ^laws in 
direct opposition to those of our lanf— laws cruel and abommable. This is not mere theory in 
the masonic institution ; bi;t has been reduced to practice. We have seen these unlawfrd 
oaths developed by the conduct of those who have sworn fealty to them. Can it be doubted 
for a moment that the develppements of masonry, by Bernard and others, are true ? We have, 
sir, the substantial testimony of about five thousand seceding masons to this effect. In« 
addition to this, we have circumstantial evidence that is irresistible^ Why was Morgan 
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murdered, if his book was not true? Why^ are seoeders so bitterly pergecttted, if it be no 
pursuant to masonic oaths? We have the text and the comnientaiyy in the masonic oaths 
and the conduct of masons for the last four years. 

Here, then, is a masonic empire standing on its own foundation ; subordinate to no law, humai 
or divine. Its subjects are sworn, if they are master masons, to keep each other's secrets, nmrdei 
and treason excepted, and that lefi to their own election-^ obey the grand haiUng sign of distresi 
sent them from a brother at the risk of their own lives. They are sworn, if they are roval arcl 
masons, to keep each other's secrets, murder and treason not excepted-— to rescue each other fron 
danger, right^or wrong. They are sworn, ]fthej are illustrious knights of the cross^ to revengi 
each other's injuries, and support each other's politieal preferment. They are sworn, if they an 
elected knights of nine, or illustrious elected of fifteen, to pult to death any seceding mason Oj 
those degrees. There is, moreover, a penalty of barbarous death attached to each degree firon 
the lowest to the highest, with one or two exceptions. 

Will any man say, that this is not masonry? The edifice is one, the institution is one 
Will any mason deny that the upper degrees are genuine free-masonry ? He may say that h( 
is ignorant of those aegrees ; but if he is isnorant of any part of this institution, especially oj 
one so deeply suspect^, he is ignorant at his periL He gives the sanction of his name an(i 
influence to masonry, and he is bound to have every reasonable assurance that the institutioi 
is pure* 

WJiat constitutes an American citizen ? Is it that he lives within the limits of these United 
States — ^that he was bom within certain ^boundaries, or has since submitted to certain ceremo- 
nies of naturalization? "JT^ese, sir^ may be necessary, but he only is at heart an American, 
who venerates the pure republicanism which our fathers bled to maintain — he who acknow- 
lecU[es no laws paramount to those of his country and his God. 

When a citizen of these United States kneels at the altar of masonry, when he swears 
allegiance to her laws, he snaps asunder the ties that bind him to his country ^ he cannot at 
the same time be the citizen of a free republic, and the subject of a despotic empire. 

The address to which I have referred most justly observes, " That all foreigners, even the 
most enlightened, thou^ they may be perfectly honest and capable, though they may reside 
^th us to their life's end, ana be practical converts to the truth and beauty of our systems, are 
disqualified by being the subjects of other governments. By stronger reasons, adhering 
masons are disqualified." Of this, sir, there can be no doubt. There are certain ties that 
bind man to man, independent of all humU|govemment. It is the law of love, expressed in 
the comprehensive words, to do to others aswe would that they should do to us. We are the 
diildren of the same common parent, 'the subjects of the same divine authority. Wherever we 
live, we may be the citizens of that great community, bound together by love to man and love 
to God. But firee-masonry is bound by other ties — those of revenge and murder. The bonds 
which unite masons toother, separate them from the rest of the world. Inhere are ties, where 
the Christian religion is unknown, which the God of Nature has established, which bind man 
to man: these masonry has thrown off. There are other and dearer ties, which bind Chris- 
tians together all over the civilized world ; wherever the Christian enpes, he may find a Christian 
brother: but masonry has broken those holy ties with the resL T^othinsr must interfere with 
her darlc dominion: her priests, her altar, her laws, must be supreme. Every kind affection, 
every virtuous sentiment, every holy principle, inust be prostrated in the dust beneath the 
wheels of the chariot of this idol of secrecy and sin. 

. Free-masonry, by mingling prayers with bloody and pro&ne oaths, by unitinsr the 
mummery of masonry wiui passages from holy writ, *by its impious titles, such as l^ost 
Worshipful," and "King of Heaven," by insinuations in the lower de^ees, and direct decla- 
rations m the higher, stands forth as the apostle of Deism, if not of Atheism. In the knights 
adepts of the eagle and the sun, the mason is thus addressed : " Beheld this monster which ym 
must conquer — a serpent which toe detest as an idoly that is adored by the idiot and vulgar under 
the name of religion," 

The sages of other times, who were not Messed with the light of Christianity, felt the 
necessity of reliaion. Altars were built and temples were raised to a host of tlivinities j their 
praises were celebrated by the poet, and the philosopher bowed before their altars. It was 
noL sir, merely to catch the eye of idiot wonder, that the splendid temples of the heathen 
goas were thrown open to view ; it was not merely to exalt the pries^ that in his gorgeous 
and hallowed vestments, he burnt incense on the altar of the Roman and Grecian Jupiter. 
Other and higher purposes were to be answered. The experience of the world has shown, 
that man was made for religion, and religion for man. Remove firom him those sentiments 
which the all-seeing eye imposes on him, burst asunder the links which unite him to the throne 
^ of the Creator, and man is worse than a wild beast So far from being fit to govern others, he 
would have no capacity for controlling himselfi 

Masonry, then, tears asunder, not only the ties which unite the citizens of a nation to each 
other, but the sacred bonds which bind man to man, and man to his God. 

Will it be said, that these oaths, although taken by masons, are not considered by them to 
be binding? It is impossiUe to look into the heart of man; this can be done only by his 
Maker ; but it is fair to presume that evil practice is the result of wicked j>rinciples; that 
inasonic oaths are carried into action, unless they are renounced by the recipient I know, 
sir, of ho tyranny equal to t)iis. The despotisms of Europe are liberty itself, compared with 
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the dominion which this secret society usurps over the conscience. Confine me in the deepest 
dungeon that cruelty has invented — ^bind me in chains — ^my spirit is yet free : the soul cannot 
be bound with iron oands ; it may still wander through the regions of space, revisit the dear 
scenes of its home, and rise in adoration to its God. But masonry has devised chains which 
bind the very soul down to darkness and spiritual death. The unfortimate being who is 
enticed withm its coils, is led from step to step, oath eifter oath is administered ; all that 
deception, hope, fear, shame, and curiosity can effect^ is done for the purpose of leading the 
candidate deeper and deeper into the dungeons of this inquisition ; the cords of masonry are 
drawn hai-der and closer around their victim, until moral energy is vanquii^ed ; and, like 
Laocoon in the embrace of the serpent, Iknb after limb is enfolded ; resistance becomes weaker 
and weaker^ until the monster has poisoned with his breath, and paralyzed within his coils, the 
wretched victim of his cunning ferocity. It is thus, sir, that the soul is conauered ; virtuous 
feeling are weakened; the murmurs of conscience are smothered; until at last man's 
guardian an^l takes his flight, and the whole demon takes possession of his soul. 

If this, sir, seems to the ^language of exaggeration, I refer you to the history of tiie 
abduction of Moigan ; men upon whose character there was no previous stain, became cor- 
rupted by masonic oaths, until virtuous principles were conquered, and they who had been 
good citizens until this monster had transformed them, now rose in rebellion against the laws 
of tlieir country. They who were husbands and fathers, robbed the wife of her husband, and 
children of their parent : they whose hands had been unstained, now found them red vnth 
the blood of an unoffending citizen. For these reasons, I say, and so says the address^ and 
so will every candid man say, that those who have taken these oaths, and confess their binding - 
obligation, are unworthy to exercise any office of trust under our free institutions. 

Mr. Slade, of Vermont, said he rose under much embarrassment, after the able addresses 
which had been drawn forth by the report under consideration ; but he could not permit the 
occasion to pass without- an expression of his views in connexion with its adoption. 

We are, Mr. President, about to address our countrjonen on a deeply interesting subject 
The number and character of those we represent, the subject of our aeliberations, and the 
influence which they may exert upon our country and upon the world, give to the act we are 
about to ^rform, a character of peculiar interest. 

The spirit of free inquiry has oeen roused into action by a daring invasion of the rights of 
one of our fellow citizens. He was a member of the masonic institution. He had violated its 
laws, and been doomed to suffer the execution of their penalty. The jealous spirit of free- 
men was awakened, and their virtuous indignation enkindled. Free-masons had kidnaped 
and murdered a fellow citizen, whose only crime was a violation of the secrets of their order ; 
and thosiB secrets, thus revealed, and thus proved by the acts of masons themselves to have been 
truly revealed, presented, when brought to the light, a spectacle which excited the strong and 
deep disapprobation of the community. The excitement at first confined to a small section of. 
the state of New- York, moved onward in the train of truth and reason. The cloud which, at 
first, appeared in the distant horizon, " like a man's hand,*' soon rose and spread across the 
heavens, and already overshadows half our country. 

The feeling Which thus has assumed a distinct form, and a national character, was originally 
treated as wud and ridiculous fanaticism. It was called a "Jack-Cade excitement ;" and the 
, men who stood up in the face of a powerful and widely extended fraternity, and boldly 
denoimced their institution as the guilty author of the outra^, were assailed as disturbers of 
the public peace, and hunted with the bitterest persecutions. They were, sir, a noble body of 
men. Free-masonry will Ions have occasion to remember them ! They periled every thing 
in their devotion to principfe, with an intrepidity worthy the best days of our repuBlic. 1 
frilly accord in the sentiment which has just been uttered with regard to these pioneers of 
anti-masonry. I have no language to express my admiration of their zeal, their firmness, and 
their Constancy. They command my warmest gratitude, and they will commend themselves 
to the gratituoie of the world, as long as the world shall know that free-masonry once had an 
existence. Had they yielded to fear, masonry might now have secretly triumphed, and it 
might have continued to triumph to the end ot time, in the successful exertion of its power to 
execute its bloody penalties, and screen itself from merited condemnation. But republican 
virtue proved too strong for it. In vain did masons deny the truth of the revelations of masonry. 
In vain did they deluge the coimtry with slanders of"^ Morgan, and of the men who had con- 
firmed the truth of his revelations, and of all who dared to arraign the institution at the bar of 
public opinion. The investigation went on. In the face of sneers, and ridicule, and demm- 
ciation, it moved forward, and the cause of anti-masonry moved with it. Masons contemptu- 
ouidy denominated the western part of the state of iNew-York the "wi/cci«<i district," and 
contmually uttered their predictions that the good sense of the people would find a remedy for 
the diseaaCf axid stop the progress of the cotUagion. But anti-masonry wuwcd^/brworrf/ It 
reached the state which I have the honour, in part, to represent. Her intelligent population 
awoke to the subject ; and after a memorable struggle of seven balloting^, her " fifth district" 
returned a member to the congress of the United States upon anti-masonic principles. Penn- 
sylvania, too, became aroused, and came up to the aid of our cause, in a solid phalanx ofjifty 
tnmucend at her last gubernatorial election. And, strange to tell, the "land of^ steady habits" 
has caught the " infection," and sent to this convention a delegation, whose character, is a 
•ure plec^ of final success in that section of our country. The venerable form of one of them 
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[Mr. Terrt, of Hartford] is now in my eye. He comes to perform, not, I hope, the lastj but 
certainly one of the best, of the public acts of his life— that of bearing his decided testimony 
against xhe institution of free-masonry. Sir, there are too many such men in the ranks of 
anti-masonry to permit it longer to Se called a fanatical excitement — too ma^, standing on 
the borders of the grave, to permit it longer to be asserted that the hope of office constitutes 
the leading motive of the effort to abolish the masonic institution. 

[Mr. S. was here called to order by the chair, upon the ground that he was indulging in a 
range of remarks more appropriate to the report on the subject of the rise and progress of anti- 
masonry, than the one under conaderation.] 

Mr. S. explained, by remarking that he had considered it as properly belonging to the report 
under discussion, to contemplate the relation in which this convention stood, to the past as well 
as the. future — ^to look at the character and progress of the excitement which had given birth to 
the convention, that its claims upon the consideration of the pubhc which it was about to ad- . 
dress, mi^ht be more fully understood and appreciated. But, said Mr. S. I cheerfully submit 
to the decision of the chair. 

Permit me, then, Mr. President, to glance a moment at some of the results which may be 
expected to follow our efforts in the cause in which we are engaged. 

Our great aim is the complete prostration of the institution of free-masonry. We would 
break up its lodges, its chapters, and its encampments. We would strip from its officers their 
gaudy trappings, and bloated titles,^ and mock dignities, and bring them upon a level with the • 
plain, untitled citizens of the republic. We would convince its votaries of its pernicious char- | 
acter and tendency, and bring them up to the aU-easential point of abaolving their aUegiance to * 
the ifutituiUm, and separating themselves from it, for ever. We would, in short, prostrate this 
"unhallowed temple," so toat "there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not 
be thrown down." This is the direct and obvious purpose- to be accomplished by our efforts. 

But, sir, there are results indirectly connected with the existence of^ anti-masonry, which 
present no ordinary claims to our re^ud. I allude to its influence upon the general character 
of our country and of\he age. In contemplating the subject in this hght, events of other times 
present a parallel which is not destitute of instruction. The refoipnation of the 16th century, 
tor example, though primarily a religious reformation, exerted, in various other respects, an 
influence .of deep and lasting importance to Europe and to the world. It was not a mere eman- 
cipation from the spiritual dominion of the Papal See ; but it broke the shackles which bound 
the human intellect. It taught men to think ; it brought mind into conflict with mind ; it as- 
serted the right of free enquiry and private judgment ; and it kindled the spark of that hberty 
which now burns upon the altars of our country. These effects naturally resulted from the 
character of the evil upon which the force of that reformation was brought directly to bear. 
And who, that is famuiar with its orie:in and its history, can fail to see that, substantially, the 
same causes are now in operation, and that they are tending to the production of the same 
general results. 

An important era in the history of our own country illustrates the same principle. Urged 
to the extremest point of endurance by British oppression, our fathers rose and asserted their 
right to independence. They put forth their strength, and were free. But, sir, there was ' 
more in that freedom than a mere emancipation from the thraldom of a fweign power. The ! 
conflicts of the revolution brought into vigorous exercise some of the noblest virtues that be- I 
long to our nature ; and while the men whose souls were thus tried, were forcing their way to i 
freedom, they were fitting themselves, in an eminent degree, for its enjoyment. A cast was | 
given to their moral and intellectual character, which is now visible in all the institutions which 
they established. 

Anti-masonry, sir, possesses the elements of both the revolutions to which I have adverted. 
I know, indeed, that there are those who affect to consider it as degrading to the moral and in- 
tellectual character 9f our country. I regard it, sir, in precisely Sie opposite Ught. The life 
and soul of anti-masonry is a spirit of free enquiry, directed to the just exposure of ah institu- ^ 
tion, immoral in its tendency, and anti-republican in its whole structure. The spirit which the 
abduction and murder of a free citizen originally produced, was, to use the language of a high 
judicial functionary of your state, "a blessed spirit." It still retains that character. It was, 
and it is, a virtuous indignation at the perpetration of wrong, and a determination to apply 
every practicable corrective. It leads to a more just appreciation of the vahie of that liberty, 
so daringly invaded in the person of a free citizen, as well as of that life which was impious^ 
sacrificed upon the altar of free-masonry. It asserts the right of the people to investigate and 
probe to the bottom, every public evil, and to apply such correctives as they may deem proper. 
And it invigorates the public intellect, by directing its energies to the investigation of some of 
the most interesting questions which can engage its attention. Masons may, indeed, deride 
and denounce it, and exhaust upon it all the epithets of reproach and contempt But every 
intelligent^ unbiassed statesman will see in it the strong characteristic traits of genuine repub- 
licanism; and regard it, even in its occasional excesses, as threatening no seiious danger to 
any thing, but tlie institution which it is its avowed and determined purpose, to destroy. 

Sir, in whatever light this subject is viewed, the act we are about to perform involves a high 
responsibility to our country, to the age in which we Kve, and to all future time. Masonry 
must be destroyed. It is an evil of incalculable magnitude. We owe it to our country and 
we owe it to 4he world, to strike a blow which it shall feel, to the utmost limits of its empire. 
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The appeal we are about to make, is to a people distinguished for their intdligence and their 
virtue. It is an appeal to their sober judgment, and to the best feelings of their nature. It 
will notr— it cannot be made in vain. 

And in making this appeal to them, we make it to the world. In acting on the public senti- 
ment in our own country, we act upon it every where. Europe win fed the impulse we are 
now giving to the cause of anti-masonry. She felt that which was given to the kindred cause 
of liberty, by the dedaration of our independence : and France, at this moment, bears grati- 
fying testimony to the powerful and enduring influence of our immortal Revolution. Masonr^r, 
even in Europe, must yet be made to tremble before the maiestjr of public opinicm: and, if 
anti-masons are true to themselves and to their cause, she will Jm before it—and fall, I trust, 
'to rise no more. 

Mr. ScwARD.-^Mr. President, as the convention seems not disposed, at this moment, to 
proceed to the question upon the address, I have thought that I might not waste time unneces- 
.sanly, in making a few observations. 

I was one of those who in the convention of the state of New- York, had the honour to join 
in recommending to the people of the United States, to meet at this place, and upon this occa- 
sion, for the redress of what you and I thought to be a matter of common interest and concern 
to the people of these United States. By a large, respectable, and inttelligent portion of our 
fellow-citizens, that recommendation has been heard ; and this convention shows that it has 
been answered. 

Now, sir, the address which has been reported by this committee, is the means of extend- 
ing the pnnciples that sent us hither, into those parts of our common country which have 
not yet been aj^tated by theuL This address is the measure which is to exdte public atten- 
tion, and to direct public enquiry. 

The question is, whether this address shall be adopted. And is there a man in my he^iring, 
who does not feel that it is one of the most unportant questions which could occupy the atten- 
tion of this body ? Who that is familiar with the history of the rise and progress of secret 
societies in the states of New- York, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and all the other sections in 
which the question has been agitated, who does not know that it is, wherever a^tated, a 
question of perilous moment — a question either fraught with evil, or productive of the most 
efficient good? It becomes us to deliberate upon the question, whether we will extend tliese 
principles further. 

The question whether secret sodeties shall longer exist in this country, under our free in- 
stitutions, is indeed a new question ; and for that reason it encounters opposition : and there- 
fore, those who have put it to the people, meet with clamour and opprobrium. But without 
impugning— for I am unwilling to impugn the motives of any man or set of men — will ob- 
serve, it is fair to believe that the preconceived prejudices in favour of an institution which in 
some parts of the country has committed no foul acts of treason or insubordination to the go- 
vernment, may have induced many men to believe, honestly and sincerely, that the movers 
of this question are, what the^ are represented to be, disorganizers and ambitious politicians. 
But, sir, by others than these, it will be admitted, that though preconceived notions of the im- 
portance of particular measures, and of the value and merits or particular men, have induced 
them to shut their eyes to the knowledge that this great inquisition is going forward in the 
public mind ; yet let me say, that the question cannot be evaded ; it must De met. It de- 
mands and it challenges the attention of this people. 

The press has been arrayed, with but few exceptions, against it ; politicians of all classes 
and all grades — ^men who seek their interest and their renown in the glory and honour of this 
government — ^nave all combined to stop it. The pulpit has denounced it ; the government of 
Qie states has denounced it; tiie press nas denounced it ; and it has been denounced in every 
private circle and in every public meeting: and what has been the result? 

Four years since, the first unfortunate event (fortunate in another point of view,) took 
place: and you find in the state of New- York— and I claim but little of the merit of the 
character which is ascribed to that state, to its most intelligent, inhabitants, and its beautiful 
and favoured region — ^yes, in Uie land which is peopled from the land of 'stea!(hr habits 
and patriotism, — ^you find, that opposition to secret societies has become the fundamental 
principle of political faith. And he that has raised his voice against the expression of 
that public opinion, has felt, and will feel, that it was an unfortunate hour in which the tem- 
porizing spirit of submission to secret societies, led him to sell his consdence and his duty, 
to the paltry hope of ingratiating himself with the inmates of the secret conclaves of free- 
masonry. 

But, sir. this flame of anti-masonry, vilified, ridiculed, despised anti-masonry, which has not 
had the mi^ht of the press, or the good opinion of influential men, who have heretofore flourished 
m this nation, — ^what has it done ? Look around you, and ask any man who knows the fact, 
whether what there is of tident and reroectability, what there is of virtue in this convention, 
is selected from the talent, the respectability, or the vhrtue of any party or parties which ever 
agitated any part of this community? Sir, they are new-made men ; they are the made men 
m anti-masonry. It is the opposition to secret societies which has called tnem forth. And in 
the eneigy and dignity of freemen, with which, in the face of this commimity, we are prosecu- 
ting this cause, you have an indication of that virtue, of that spirit, that redeeming spirit which 
called into existence the liberty and independence of this people. 
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But, sir, this spirit has not been confined to the fiivoured reeion of the western part of the 
state of New- York. It has traversed the boundary lines; it has called forth the same spirit 
in the sister states— and the same kind of men. 

But it has been said that this anti-masonry is the fimatic creature of the politics, the furious 
politics of the state of New- York. It is not so^ sir y the observation of every member of this 
convention will bear me witness of it. The opposition to secret societies, is the energetic, de- 
liberate effect of the principles of the cause, upon the fiumers of the state of New- York. AU 
other professions and classes of politicians have furnished but a scanty quota to the strength 
which the iMurty holds. Free-masonry, and political parties embrace almost the whole. It is, 
then, certain, that if so Itu^ a portion of this community have become awakened, this spirit 
cannot subside. The question must be met and decided. 

And upon what principle of our government shall we not meet the case? Shall it not be met 
because it is anew question? But new questions have arisen, and will arise. And it is as 
unwise in us, to attempt to avoid the investigation of every new denser, and every new abuse, 
as it would be in the man who, having built a strone ship, and set nimself afloat in it, should 
trust it among the breakers, without sounding-line or nelm. 

Mr. President, shall we refuse to meet this question, because it is one inconsistent with the 
exercise of our rights as citizens? If there be any who have thought so, t beg them to reflect 
upon the principles and organization of the society of free-masons. I b^ them to reflect upon 
the principles on which this government is organissed. And then, I say, if they take the society 
of free-masons in the most favoured light in which it can be presented by its own members and 
writers, it is, no less than this, a society of men affiliated together by mutual and secret oaths 
fbr their mutual benefit and protection. A society which is coextaisive with the limits of our 
territory, and capable of concentrating its power at any and all points of this Union, by means 
of secret signs and signals of its members. 

Now this is the most favoured light in which any, in which iree-masons would themselves 
hold up their institution to the community. 

Let us, then, suppose, that firee-masonry had never emerged from its embryo state ; that it 
had never crossed tne Atlantic, and found its place in this land ; I put it to these grave men, 
who have been reared in the nurture and admonition of our revolutionary worthies — and you 
are men who value the liberties which you have inherited from them — I put it to all good men 
and citizens ; would you, if the proposition were now to be mai^e, would you, if it were now 
proposed to establish just such ah institution, would you give it your support ? No, sir, there 
IS no man who does not better understand the principles of this ^vemment. There is no man 
who for one moment would say, let it be established. Much less is there a man who would say, 
in view of all its consequences, that he would submit to its rites ^d ceremonies. And why 
would he say so ? Why would public opinion be thus opposed to it 7 What are the objects 
of this institution ? Suppose its advocates should say, cnarity, heavenly charity ; would not 
the statesman and philanthropist say, there needs in this land no such oreanization for charity ? 
Would not he who understands t^e principles upon which it is proposed to be established, tell 
you, that your charity system is but an insurance office, in whiiii you require more to be given 
to the institution, than snail be given back? 

But whatever the arguments may be in favour of that charity, would not all men say, that 
this charity is purchas^ at too dear a rate, by organizing a band of secret afiiliated brothers, 
and putting into their hands the means of concert for their mutual advantage and mutual pre- 
ferment, to an unlimited extent. 

But if it again were asked, what are the fiirther advanta^s ? I ask, of those who know 
and defend the masonic institution, to tell ixs — ^tell us, what ouier advantages they would pro- 
pose, what could they propose to tne society or to the community? Not one. Par of all the 
boasted pretensions of^ freie-masonry, chanty is the only one which has at all withstood the 
four years' fire, and the exposition of its enormities. 

Then, the patriot and philanthropist would say, I see in this institution that there is secrecy ; ^ 
he would say, and truly say, that secrecy is the oadge of a tyrannical government ; it is unsafe ^ 
and dangerous in a republican government. He would say, were it proposed to bind mem- 
bers by oath to vote for each other, it is the worst feature of an aristocratical ^emment. So, 
sir, in every point of view in which it could be presented, it would be met indignantly, and re- 
pelled, by the people of this community. 

Now it is no hypothetical case ; it is not proposed to organize in this land a band of affiliated 
brothers for their own mutual advantage ; it is not so proposed, because it is aheady done. 
This band of affiliated brethren, which no man, not even a mason himself, would vote for the 
establishment of, if proposed now, is in full and complete orjB;anization. Let me add, if it were 
known that such a society was intended to be organized, what would be the righteous conduct 
of the people in relation to it ? Would they say, go on and organize your society; establish its I 
government j fortify it, and seize hold of its powers, take hold of its government, and give I 
an opportumty to make experiments : and if no lives are lost, no senous depredati<Hi8 com- i 
mitteo, and no danger apprehended, the institution shall stand? 

Would they not rather say, we will not wait for the accomplishment of this scheme of tjnranny. 
Did our forefathers wait ? 

Three cents tax upon a pound of tea was a small matter : but it was the entering wedge, 
which this community would not suffer to be applied to the fabric of her liberties. And now. 
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if this iiutitution does exist, and does exist with no more serioas ehaives than I hare brought, 
and can maintain against it : and if the question is, whether it shall stand or fitH, who can 
hesitate to say that it must descend to the shades firom which it emanated ? It cannot be other- 
wise. It is tne intelligence of this community which is arrayed against the organization of 
aecret societies, which may endanger the pubhc peace, and endanger the public welfare; and 
upon that there can be no mistake. 

Let this address go fiirward to the world, to this community, and this great people ; and just 
so sure as it goes, just so sure will it return back to those who send it, with Uie olessines and 
thanks of a redeemed people. I will not draw a picture of the evil consequences w^ax£ must 
result to this people from the perpetuity of secret societies : I will not look forward to the pe> 
riod, when in time of peace our ^yemment shall be subverted by &ctions and secret organiza- 
tions ; I will not look to the tmie, when the public peace shflOl be disturbed by the Uwless 
acts of men, directed by the midni^t oondate j I will' not look finrward to the time when 
the arm of this goyemment shall be unneryed m war, by the secret &ctions of designing de- 
masoeues! 

Such a time I may, in the prophetic spirit of another, be enabled to say, may come ! and if 
it must : Tarda tU Wa dUa, et fiMfro «erior mvo — " Long may it be before that day arrives, and 
after omr period of existenoe.** 

Mr. w ALum, of Massachusetts, rose to read the celebrated letter of John Anderson to a 
member of Congress, offering him a bribe of 500 dollars, for his assistance in procuring the 
passing of an act then pending, for the allowance of a daim of Anderson's. The letter con- 
tained an appeal to the meml^r as a supposed brother mason. The honourable gentleman 
happening, iibweyer, not to be a mason, exposed him. He referred to the proceedings of Con- 
gress at the time, for this letter, and the foots regarding it. 

Mr. Cookx said, he would detain the convention but a moment It had been said in the re- 
port, that ihib binding link^ the strength of the whole chain, consisted in the force of masonic 
oUigations. He thought it highly important that it should be well understood by the whole 
community, why it is considerad ri^t and proper to violate masonic obligations. Ample jus- 
tice had been done to the seceders ; but, he continued, I would barely remark, that, m com- 
paring their example with that of our fore&thers, and particularly where Washington is alluded 
to, the circumstances do not bear a very striking^ analogy. 

It has been urged and estaUished, tluit masomc oaths from the commencement are not bind- 
ing ; that they have no force, having been imposed by fraud and imposition. But what was 
the oath which Washington and his compatnots took ? Was it an oath which was from the 
cmnmcncement void and of no effect 7 19'ot afipreeable to the laws of our country, or the laws 
of Great Britain ? The oath which they took was lawful ; it was commendable, it was in 
conformity to their constitutional birthright. Such was the oath imposed on the men of that 
time. 

Yet when necessity required it^ did they hesitate to throw off the shackles and declare that 
oath void ? We see that the obligation, which was mutual protection, had oeen withdrawn ; 
and from that time Uie oath became void and null, and was so treated. 

When the fraternity resort to the character of that great man ; when they invoke his spirit 
to rise up and support masonry, it is humiliating in the extreme ; that the spirit of that man 
should be invoked for the support of that which he despised and renounced ; and shall the de- 
parted Gpirit of that man be alluded to, to support an institution like this, which he is ^ell 
known to have renounced and condemned ? 

This is a circumstance which I thought worthy of consideration. The seceders have alluded 
to many instances where masonic oaUis have taken effect, contrary to the oath of allegiance, 
when imposed upon the recipient. 

There was one instance which came to my own knowledge : an acquaintance of mine, re- 
aiding in Canada, was an officer in the Britiw service durine the revolutionary war. He was 
of that class termed tories, a native of New-Jersey : and while stationed in New- York, he 
was employed as a spy ; he was respectable, and in his Majesty's service. That man de- 
clared, Uiat when he was found to be a spy in the American camp, he made himself known as 
a mason, and means were adopted for making his escape. 

Not )asiB 9i!^t this the same person who had effected his release^ was thrown into the British 
camp, andapprehended as a spy ; and, by the vMreat aecidentf this individual found out that 
his friend was now in confinement with the British army ; he felt impelled to seek out the 
culprit, and to take measures, by which he effected his escape. 

Mr. Sladb, of Vermont, Mr. Armstrong, of New- York, and Mr. Morse, of New- Jersey, 
addressed the chair in support of the address. No notes of iheae remarks, sufficiently accurate 
for publication, have bee^ received up to the time when it was necessary to send these sheets 
to the press. They will appear in an appendix, if received in time. 

The address was unanimously adopted, and a resolution passed by unanimous consent, that 
it be subscribed by every memlier of this convention with his name. 

Mr. Ellmarrr, of Pennsylvania, made a report on the Presidential nomimUion, concluding 
with a resolution. [See the Journal and the Reports.] * • 

The reptMt and resolution were laid upon the table. 

Adioumed to 4 o'clock, P. M. 
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Thwrsdmf, IBth Sept. 1830. 

The report of the committee on the spirit of anti-maaonry being taken up, 
Mr. 'Ward, of New- York, moved that it be adi^ted. He said— This, Mr. President, is the 
spirit in which we meet: itisa spiritYath which we are all acquaiilted, and one that 1 Yrish 
a& men were perfectly familiar with. The report dates the oriein of this spirit some years 
past. It does not commence with the ofience which brought forth tke anti-masonry oT this day. 
ft goes back to that period when the writings of certain distinguished citizens and foreigri* 
ers first awakened a spirit of opposition to fi^e-masonry in this country. 

It is an interesting &ct, and one important to be known, that the s^nrit of anti-masonry 
existed many years ago in this country ; and yet most of us were bom strangers to it. Shall 
it be so with the anti-masonry exhibited at this day 2 Does the same fate await our efforts, 
whioh has befidlen the efforts of our predecessors ? 
This is an important (question, involving the interests of the whole cause. 
Among those who djstmguished themscdves of old in opposing free-masonry, ware masons of 
high standing. The first and principal among them was professor Robispn, one who in early 
li£ distioffuiimed himself in the British navy, tie accompanied General Wolfe to this country, 
was at the conquestofCtuebec, dwelt in Kussia in the service of the Russian government, 
was recalled after three years firom Russia, to be made professor in the university at Edin- 
buxgfa. He was one of tne first lights of anti-masonry. His character and integrity were of 
the l^hest order. He was afterwards elected a member of the American philosophical 
society, of which Mr. Jefferson was president. He was also elected a member of the imperial 
society at Petersbure, of which there can be but six foreign members on earth. 

Such a man as tlus, in love, candour^ and truth, came forward and testified boldly and 
frankly, giving his dedaration imder his own name, showing the dangers of firee-masonry, 
especially the higher degrees. He was accompanied by BarreuL While one, a Frenchman, 
was writing in one part of the world, the other, a Scotchman, closeted in EUiinburgh, each 
unknown to the other, was writing upon the same subject. They both wrote in the same 
spirit, each resortmg to the same documents. These men, in all the efforts made at that time, 
were put in the firont of battle. 

They were distinguished men, especially Dr. Robison. Their weight of character and 
previous fame brought around them men of standing and of character ; and yet, while we find 
the names of many of their inferiors immortalized, 3ie names of these distinguished individuals 
have been entirely overwhelmed, and their reputation grossly injured. 

I can speak for one and for a great many : -the names of Barreul and Robison were only 
known to me, until three years past, as names of reproach. Had I . been thrown in their way, 
I should have shuddered at their apjproach — so effectually had the many-mouthed monster 
assailed their character. Yet the spirit of anti-masonry was then as it is now ; it came forth 
with mildness, with patriotism, and with documents to sustain it but firee-masonry was too 
strong for it. • 

Now, let us look around, and see what is better in the prospect at this day, to give courage 
to those who come out from the fraternity, and to afford them the power of escaping the fate 
of those great men. One of the first things, and one of the great things, to secure men of this 
age against a similar ^tte, is the concentration of moral force, which we fure able to produce by 
the action of our political institutions. 

Now we can array men, by the simple organization which the course of politics takes in 
this country, in a manner which no human, no other moral effort, is capable oC It is in this 
course, that anti-masons of the present day have a reasonable hope to escape the fate of their 
predecessors, and in this course alone. I know of none other by which tney can expect te 
conquer the spirit of free-masonry, and to come off triumphant. 

The spirit of anti-masonry has ever been one of kindness and correctness. It will be found 
so in the writings of Robison and Barreul. The works of these men, instead of being of an 
evil-minded, calumniating, prevaricating character, will be fiound among the mobt correct, 
explicit, and documentary productions ever written. It is especially so with that of Barreul. 
Their efforts were not directed against free-masons, but against the institution. The 
true spirit of anti-masonry cares not for men, neither masons nor anti-masons — it cares for 
thin^. 'It takes care for the system of free-masonry, to put it away, and to defend the com- 
mumty against this dangerous and secret enemy. 

The same course of calumny which was pursued against those who fought the battle thirty 
or forty years ago, is adopted against anti-masons ofthe present day. We are charged with 
being m pursuit of men ; with proscribing men ; and aiming our snafts at mem But far be 
it from us ; this is ' not our spirit ; it is not the spirit of anti-masonry. I can speak with 
confidence ; for if the saying be true, **<mee a masouj always a masony" then I am a mason, and 
I may be allowed to speak freely, both for the spirit of yree* masons and ctf oiUi-masons. I think 
I may be said in this way to understand the suoject. 

It nas been charged upon men, standing as I do, that they have abandoned the institution 
without consulting with their brethren. If we have gone heedlessly a^nst our brethren, we 
are to blame ; but the fact is otherwise ; we have wearied them out with intreaties ; the anti- 
masons have not zone carelessly against their brethren in the institution. Those who have 
seceded have made their first efforts with the masons themselves ; we knew not how to give 
them lip, we will never give them up ; we have looked to them, and will look to them, as good 
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men and brethren ; and while they are adhering and we deiNurt from the instf tation, we ci>ant 
them as unfortunate, instead of traducing and vilifying their name ; we impute it to their 
misinformation, and to the blindness brought upon them by the maikifold pretensions of free- 
masonry, and not to their love of the follies of the lodee-room. 

It is true, Mr. President, and I am sorry to say it, Uiat those who have seceded, and have 
been placed in the front of the battle, are represented and regarded as men of desperate cha- 
racter, and desperate principles ; men who seek for nothing but a revolution, by which they 
may gain advanta^ ; as those who have now no hold on life or society. I wish to set thu 
matter in its true light ; to make those who are now under the sound of my voice acquainted 
with some of the facts attending the first operations in this business. While I give a word of 
my own experience, I will speak for a great many others. 

First, seemg the dangerous consequences which grow out of the masonic institution, what 
should one do but deal with his brethren? This was done — it was doae extensively, it was 
done kindly. And the uniform result was, and there was not an exception for many months^ 
that every effort of the kind was renelled by the brethren of Hoa masonic institution ; they 
shut their ears and drew away the shoulder ; they refused to hearken. Fiunding that nothing 
could be done by this course m Massachusetts, an appeal was Boade to gentlemen, masons, in 
the west of New- York, and in the midst of their capital, to some of their foremost men ; 
an effort was made from house to house, as Paul preached the gospel, and, I trust, not a little 
in the spirit of the ffospel ^ to deal with them man by man ; in this hope, that if the truth was 
not in this breast, 3iey mi^ht kindly put it there ; and if it was, that they might become wise, 
before the great publio obtamed the knowledge ; that if free-masonry were an imposture in idl 
its parts^ they should come out from it, and throw away the bone of contention, oefore it was 
ignomimousty wrested from their hands. 

What was the result ? After weeks of labour, and hard labour, receiving many times harsh 
and tmkind words, and sometimes a repulse, ten men, free-masons, convened in one room, 
and, though they had no tyler at the door, Uiey had no intruders. We went over the whole 
Wbject ofmasonic -pretensions with carefulness, and examined it closely, and calmly; those 
present agreed as to the truth, but could not agree what to do with it ; and they dispersed. 
The views advanced there Were such as have been advanced here, hut then they were sub- 
mitted to the fraternity only. A plan was well matured ; it was thought that something 
might be done, by sending forth a man in the spirit of love and unity, one of Uieir own mem- 
bers, to go roimd and instruct masons in the deceitfnlness of the arts and mysteries of free- 
m£isonry ; and to give him countenance, they should furnish him with letters of introduction 
to influential and leading masons in other places ; but this Tpi&n failed — the brethren could not 
consent to it. 

Then what should we do ? There was no other way left but to come out jmblicly and 
separately, unless we could consent to let the imposture go on unheeded, while it trampled 
our rights, with our reputation, in the dust. 

This is the spirit of anti-masonry— « candid and an independent spirit, which dealt with 
free-masons at the beginning, and seeks still to do so, by making them acquainted with facts 
before unknown to them ; clearly proving that they labour imder a mistaken view of the 
character of the m3rstery. It seeks m kindness to bring them from the strong grasp of their 
adversary ; it seeks to do them no harm, but to deliver them from bondage, to rescue them 
from the iron yoke oCa, mystical despot. So much for the spirit of kindness. 

There is another view. The sfini of anti-masonry aims at the destruction of free-masonry j 
it seeks its object by means well set forth in the doc^iments presented to this convention. Its 
aim is to root out this vicious plant from all our soil, and I trust even more ; for I hope it is 
not a spirit circumscribed like the obligations of masonry ; that it does not regard merely the 
little circle of one state, or of the Unit^ States ; that it does not regard North America alone ^ 
but that it is a broad and liberal spirit, embracing the whole world. 

We have lessons of instruction from free-masonry, of what it is necessary for us to do. It 
is a msLXim of that institution, that every mason is every where a mason ; and I wish every 
anti-mason to remember it, that every mason ia every where anuuon," The illustrations of 
history will shoW die truth of this maxim. The anecdote related by the ^ntleman from N. J. 
(of one who, upon the American frontier, by a singular interchange of civilities between na 
tional enemies, rescued the guilty traitor from apprehension,) is an illustration of the truth of 
this maxim. And there are a thousand such things to be gathered up in the history of the 
world. ^ 

On this principle of the order, we are not secured against the sjrstem, by rooting it out of 
one county, or state, or out of the United States, or even out of the western hemisphere. I 
would go on no Gtuixotic expedition ; I would not advocate measures which might seem like 
seeking batUe with those not fdirly before us. But we ought to view the spirit of anti-masonry 
as opposed to free-masonry, wherever it exists ; we are but poorly acquainted with our enemy, 
if we expect to triumph by any partial success. Though we expose the mystery at once, it 
has the power of extending itself m new degrees ; if expelled from Philadelphia altogether, it 
would not be long before it would push in from New- York and Baltimore, and fasten itself 
upon the vitals of the city. It would return with threefold vigour. It is the confident boast 
of the fraternity, that it has power, when this storm is over, to rise again, take root deeper, 
and push forth its branches wider. If wc engage at all, we engage with the monster as it exists 
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in all the earth. The grand offioen of the g;rand lodges hold regular communiGatioiis, from New- 
York to London ; from Charieston to Pans ; and probably from Pfafladelphia to Amsterdam : 
the fraternity are one — a single band, closely united in all Christendom ; strike one, and all are 
wounded ; Uiis is their nature ; and as such, we have to make our arraiijgenents to meet them. 
We have to seek for Uie enlightening of the public mind ; for the setting forth of the true cha- 
racter of the institution, all oyer the earth ; and thus we may defend ourselyes, not only against 
the machinations, but ajeatnst the return of free-masonrjr. It is a great institution, and as 
such, caUs for the powerral and determined spirit of opposition. It has been tried in warfiure, 
it is a yeteran in desperate strua^es, and it remains yet to be subdued. 

We haye to meet with difficmties, which will call forth from eyery supporter of our cause 
the best exertions of talent, and t the kindest of feelings towards those opposed to us, and the 
highest efforts of freemen, in behalf of our civil liberties and civil institutions. 

I hope it will go on triumphing. I hope that we shall keep in mind those past times, when 
^e friends of our cause came forth and were put down ; swept away with a flood of calumny ; 
and that we shall be nerved by their unworthy &te, the stronger for this battle : that we 
may use greater dilieenoe ; that we may go on with a Quicker step, and livelier nope, to a 
speedy victory over the institution— not only in this land, out throughout the earth. 

The report was then adopted, 

Mr. Morris, of New- York, from the committee on the truth of the disclosures of masonry, 
made a report, which being taken up, 

Mr. Todd, of Pennsylvania, said, in reference to this report, that the masons resorted to 
falsehood and prevarication, in order to impress the idea on the community that the disclosures 
made of masonry were not true. A mason pretending candour, said to him, when ques- 
tioned upon the truth of the oath, as laid down in "Bernard's Light on Masonry," "I can 
assure you upon the honour of a man, that I never took such an oath.'* I asked him whether 
it was not a part of it — he said nothing. I asked another, whether the penalties were true- 
he was silent A day or two afterwaras he came to me and said, You inquired of me some- 
thing about the penalties of masonry— I never saw them inflicted.** He then talked about a 
book eulogising masonry, and endeavored to prove that it made men love the ladies better ! 
Mr. Todd then gave a description of a lodge, and concluded by saying that a dagger was used 
in it, — and for what? It was an instrument used by no nation in the whole world for capital 
executions. In some countries, for the execution of the laws, the guillotine was used — ^in some the 
rope, and in others the bow-strins, but m none the dagger. It was, and alwdys had been, the 
instrument of the assassin, from the murderers of olden time to the present 

Mr. Read, of New-York. — It perhaps becomes my duty to bear testimony to the truth and 
disclosures of free-masonry. I rise not to boast ; tor when I look back upon the masonic 
degradation to which I have submitted, it gives me no pleasing sensation. But in the same 
sjpmi as I then trusted, and now trust, of duty to my God and my country, when I saw naked 
before my eyes, in a land of freedom, masonry triumphing over the laws of the land, I con- 
sidered it my duty to burst her shackles, and declare that this book (Light on Masonry) may 
go forth to the world with my testimony to its truth. I declare in the presence of this audience, 
uiat substantially true are the disclosures of free-masonry, as found in Elder Bernard's book. 
I ask not your sympathy for submitting to the ceremonies of initiation — ^bein^ duped into 
tfiem. I ask not your sympathy because I haye broken my allegiance to the institution. No, 
sir, I look upon that act as one of the proudest of my life. 

What claim have they upon me or others, when they have set at nought the laws of God 
and of man ? Yea^ sir, under fraud and deception did they call me into her embrace ; and 
when safety pernutted, I broke forth. It is true, sir, when she held out to me that the 
truths of Revelation would be better understood through masonry, I ought not to have been 
duped by it Did the author of Revelation indict passages which could only be expounded in 
the Ipdge-room, with a tyler at the door, filching m>m the pockets of them that would learn ? 
No, sir, I should have known better ; but she holds forth to allure us great earthly benefits. 
She tells us of teaching geometry, the arts and the sciences. She recompenses, and more than 
recompenses, what she asks for mitiation. But look at the book — ^look upon the degrading 
steps which her rules compel you to take. Where is her science ? Her science consists in 
telunfir the candidates that Mahkah means Jtforrofo. 

I ask, tlien, upon the^pround of fraud and deception, can she claim me, and bmd me down to 
her bloody altan, when under the basest of impositions, she made me swear allegiance to her? 
No, sir. Does uie not inculcate duties diametrically opposed to our duties to government? 
She has no rightfol claim upon me to conceal the crime of a master mason, murder^and treason 
only excepted, or left to my own election. But when she carries her demands still further, and 
when the nand of a brother is imbued in the Uood of some pitizen, and she requires concealment, 
without exception of murder or treason, it would be treason to my country, if I ahould support 
and uphold her. I have broken away from her : it was not done in a spirit of madness and 
reven^. I declared my conviction while her followers were assembled around- me, before I 
proclaimed them to the world. I asked them to send back their charter, and to become firee citi- 
zens of a free land. These proposals were met only by expressions of insult and looks 
of vengeance. I still followed her with kindness in the public prints, and asked her follow- 
ers to examine the principles on which she was built ; supposing there might be some who 
yet had the candour to look at her real character j and I am nappy to say there were those who 
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did so. I simply susked them to consider, when accused her enemies of concealinf treason 
and murder, whether in the hour when her temple should fell and bury her in ruins, they could 
devise the means of escape. Did she return this spirit of kindness? No, sir; for tl^ simple 
demand, was I hunted down and persecuted. Such I conceive to be the difference of her spirit 
from that of anti-masonry ; for men who had called me friend — those whom I had reason to 
believe respected me, turned my bitterest foes. I say, then, can an institution whidi leads her 
members into such acts, whose spirit is that of cruelty and revenge, be worthy of our respect 
and allegiance ? 

It is true, that the book of which William Morgan is styled the author in the report just 
read, and which he sealed with his blood, — say, it is so, that Uie truth of that book was de- 
nied in the same community and by the same citizens, who had seen Morgan dragged fix>m his 
home, never to return, for publishme that book. The same citizens who had seen his widow 
and orphans left dependant, for no ouier object (as they testified themselves, to the cour^ while 
pleading guilty of the abduction of Morgan,) than thuat of preventing him from revealmg the 
secrets of free-masons — ^those same citizens declare that same book is not masonry ! If, then, 
she will teach her members to deny the truth, when there are such convincing proofk, will i^e 
not teach them to deny it in every instance ? But I ask, sir, in what spurit, and in what man- 
ner does she deny the revelations as they now stand before the world ? Do they deny, like in- 
nocent men? Do her followers, like the fbllowers of truth, take the same measures and course 
that others take, to dispel calumny and abuse on their institution? Has she ever met it in the 
face of day? Has she ever been willing to meet and canvass the subjects of the revelation? 
No, sir ; she has for ever shnmk back into her dark caverns, for the purpose of exdting and 
concerting new vengeance and new methods of calumny, to stop the mouths of her opposers. 
She has heard, in open court, of the truth of the disclosures : evidence has been introauced to 
show that they were true. Free-masons of high standing — men high in life, and in the com- 
munity — ^have stood by and heard witnesses swear to it. If false, why not come forward and 
so swear. If this was a lie, if the book is a calumny, I ask why do they not, at such time, and 
on such an occasion, prove it to be so? Men aidhering to the institution, men who believe 
their masonic oaths binding, have been called under such circumstances : they have th^ ap- 
peared: the question has been put to them. Is that book substantially true ? What was their 
answer ? — was it No? No, sir : it was a refiisal to testify at all, even when subjected to heavy 
fine and imprisonment for not testif^inff. Such is the character of the proof on one side : and 
we, who have discarded her, stand ready to meet them at any time — ^we arc ready to declare 
the truth of the proposition ; but she dare not meet inquiry, controlling as she supposes public 
opinion, and grasping as she does, to withhold all methods of communication fit>m the public 
eye. She supposed that she could silently trample us down, and all our opposition ; but the 
book has gone forth to the world, and has oeen testified to, by many, and it nas not been de- 
nied in any such full and public manner as to excite a doubt. Where any dispute has arjuen, 
it has not been denied. When met, and called upon to prove it false, she stands, and must 
stand, convicted. It has been here said, in some remarks which have been made, that the pe- 
nalty of her oaths were never calculated to be enforced. I will detain you but a few moments 
on this point. For if there should be any doubt, in addition to the convincing proof which has 
been offered here, and which no man can deny, who will open his eyes and examine it, after 
the convincing proo& which silenced the author of the revelation of the three first decrees, I 
will make two or three remarks on the defi;ree referred to by the gentleman from Pennsylvania ; 
premising, that in every stage, the candidate is required to swear, that he will abide by all the 
ancient usages of the society. This degree was chosen, and put into then* books ; and is in all 
their books, for the purpose of telling uie manner of execution. It was founded on the death 
of a traitor, a man who, firom the nature and tendency of the degree, having told masonic se- 
crets, and knowing the penalty that awaited him, had fled; and Solomon had despatched 
messengers to bring him back ; but they, in their zeal to execute the penalty, had not waited 
till he was brought before king Solomon, to receive sentence, but g;ave the fiital blow in the 
cavern where he was found. Solomon is represented, at first, as being a little displeased ; but 
after informing them that they must have orders from Jerusalem, the assassins are made the 
first men of the deeree, and are exalted to its highest honours. It must be referred to Jerusa- 
lem. This is expGaiatory of Uie remarks of the gentleman from New- York, when remarkinjg 
about Morgan confined in Fort Niagara. After the ^ntlemen had met and consulted on ma 
murder, and concluded they could not do it that night, they told him, that they must go to 
Jerusalem, that in this degree they were to go to Jeruralem for the executioner. 

But the time of the convention has been sufiicieiltly spent upon this subject, though an im- 
portant one — the comer-stone upon which is built anti-masonry. For if these obligations be 
not true, what interest has anti-masonry to oppose them? It is now four years since some of 
the facts in this case have been before tne world ; and ahnost three years, have the remainder 
been known. This institution has been arraigned at the bar of public opinion, and why does 
she not answer? She cannot; she dare not: let her stand, then, convicted. Andwnatan 
interest has this convention, what a high and deep interest has all this community, and the 
land, if these oaths are true ! I ask, then, as free ciuzens — as people jealous of your liberties, 
to look at Elder Bernard's Light on Masonry : read there in tbese degrees, the foul conspiracy 
which she may conceive in her dark caverns, when no eye can be upon her, when no arm can 
inflict the penalty. I say, then, Act as becomes free men — as the disciples of thqse who, in 
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yonder building, pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honour, in defence of that 
instrument 

Mr. Stbtbns. — ^Mr. President, before this report is adopted, I shall trouble you for a few 
minutes, in stating the reasons wliich induce me to vote for its adoption* I consider this the 
most important report to come before this convention, or upon which we shall be called to act. 
It embraces the wnole foundation upon which the superstructure of anti-masonry hieis been 
built, and is to stand, so lonf as it shall stand. If the report, with regard to these disclosures, 
is true, then we need not caU on any man, and ask him whether masonry is to be justified or 
not 7 For I venture to say, all that is necessary in an intelligent community, is, to present to 
disinterested men, this proof. If this proof be unsuspected^ and beyond refutation— and the 
ol^igations herein dbclosed, contain the spirit and the principles of tiie masonic institution, the 
great and only difficulty which we have to encounter, is in convincing and persuading men to 
believe that tnese disclosures are true. 

I propose, then, briefly to enquire into the testimony before this convention — ^to enquire 
whetner that testimony, if taken according to the strictest rules of evidence, according to the 
principles of the common law^ is sufficient to authorise this body, gravely to pass a verdict in 
ikvour of the report, and agamst the institution which it implicates. 

I am aware that this discussion will be dry, though I promise it shall be short. • It will be 
dry, because it will not be addressed to the fancy or feelings, but to the judgment, of the triers 
of this important question. 

What tnen, su-, is the question which we are called on to decide ? An institution which 
extends over the civilized world, embracing men of every rank, both in office and outof office—^ 
those high intellectual endowments, and apparently of fair character — this institution is 
accused berore the tribunal of the peo^e of this country^ of being bound together, by the con- 
stitution which is developed in Elder Bernard's revelations of free-masonry. Now I admit, 
that this charge is a hi^h and an important one — one that deeply implicates the institution — 
and I am candid enou^n to say that it deeply implicates the integrity, honesty, and moral feel- 
Jng of men high in life, high in the estimation of the people ; and those whom I have been 
taught to respect — those whom I should be sorry to believe thus implicated ; and unless on- 
pelled to the irresistible conclusion, that they are thus bound together, let us reject this report, 
nor cast upon these men the imputations wnich it contains. 

NoWj what are the rules of evidence, with regard to the decision, which ought to follow from 
the testimony? When high crimes and misdemeanors are charged upon an institution — and in 
the further discussion, I will consider the institution, and not individuals, as placed on trial— 
when high crimes are charged upon an institution or an individual, I admit, sir, that slight evi- 
dence, rumour, suspicion, suspected testimony or contradictory evidence, should hot be suffi- 
cient to award a verdict of guilty. For unless the testimony is so clear, ais to remove from the 
mind of all who try tiie case, every shadow of reasonable doubt, however strongly we may 
suspect, let us not solemnly condemn — ^let us pause upon these principles, let us examine the 
testimony now before the convention and the public, and from which last tribunal, upon this 
earth, there is no appeal. 

In the first place there is direct testimony — and all testimony is of two kinds, circumstantial 
or positive — either of which, if clearj is sufficient to condemn — we have the direct testimony 
of witnesses who are themselves seceding mas(ms, to the number of about a dozen, who are 
now in this conventioit, and who testify directly to the truth of these revelations ; and the 
public have the testimony of from five hundred to some thousands, throughout die Union, who 
testify to the same fact. 

Now, this testimony, if unirapeached, either from contradictory testimony, or the nature of 
their o"^-evidence, would be sufficient, in all human judgment, to make out the case in favour 
of condemnation j for by the mouth of two or three witnesses (that is uncontradicted, I take 
it for granted) every thing is established. 

I'admit, and I propose to treat them with candour, I admit that there are objections made to 
this direct evidence, which at first blush strike the mind of the public, and of those who inves- 
tigate, as being hard to get over. The objections are contained in the nature of tJie testimony 
itself, and this arises from the intrinsic facts which they disclose. 

• In the first place, the fraternity allege, that the witnesses are partidpes criminis — that the 
parties in this transaction are involved in the guilt of this institution, and that, therefore, they 
are to be viewed with suspicion — ^they say, that from the nature of their disclosures, they show 
that they are willing to commit perjury ; because the fact of making the disclosures is a viola- 
tion of what they admit to be a solemn oath. Here, therefore, and in order that I may not 
misrepresent the position thus taken, I beg leave to read from a paper, the argument, not of 
men who have argued this case in the bar-room, or of illiterate m^n who have not judicial rules, 
but the reasoning of a learned judge, who now sits upon the bench — who is presumed to be, 
and in fact is, a learned man, the honourable Charles Snaler, of the western district of Pennsyl- 
vania — ^in the following words : " It is, however, alledged that masons are false pretenders to 
virtues that they never exercise ; and that the disclosures of certain members Of th^ fraternity, 
evince a set of principles at war with the duties that every citizen owes to his country and gov- 
ernment.. It is hardly now necefiteary to inquire, what share of confidence is to be given to tliose 
who, in making disclosures, admit that they are ready to break through every obligation of 
honour, and every moral' sanction, for the purpose of attaining their object. It is the fashion 
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offh/t times to confide in the faithlew. and do abundant honour to him who breaks through tho^ 
restraints that were once held sacred by the community. It is the peculiar felicity of our oppo- 
nents, that they mark their companionship with infamy, and deduce their claims to confidence 
from the drejg;s of corruption and depths of prostitution." Here, sir, and I treat it respect* 
fully-^iere is the argument on the part of the defence, for impeaching all the direct testimony 
which can be brought to bear against this institution. 

Liet us now analyse it for a moment, and see how far it is correct The learned judge says, 
they admit, that in making the disclosures, they are ready to break through eyery ooligation of 
honour, and every moral sanction. Here, in the first place, is a fhlse assumption in point of 
argument and fact These witnesses do not admit tnat difiy violate the riHes of honour or 
morality in breaking their obligations. Let us look at their oatns, and see if they admit it Those 
oaths, if true, disclose a scene of iniquity, whic>) no one can vindicate. Admitting that his 
honour had taken such an oath as those disclosed, would he be bound in morality to keep It 7 If 
not, then they do not admit that they violate any moral obligations by tneir disclosures. 
Where did the j[udge learn his rules of nonour and morals? Did he learn ^em in books of 
ethics ; irom wnters on moral philosophy ; or from the Bible ? As a jurist he knows that 
no maii is bound by an extra-judicial oatn — as a moralist, he ought to know, that no man is 
bound by an oath which oonflicts with the laws of his coxmty. A dishonourable oaUi has no 
binding force with honourable minds. 

If his honour has learned hb rules from any system of morality, it must be such as is sanc- 
tioned in a den of midnight robbers, where, to conceal their guilt they deem it necessary to 
preserve secrecy through tmhallowed obligations. If he has imbibea them in any sdiool of 
honour, he must have learned them there ; and there is no honour which is finfeited by such 
disclosures, unless it be that honour which is said to exist amons thieves. Thus wo see that 
seceding masons did not violate any rules of honour or morals, when they published the secrets 
of free-masonry to the world. And there is nothing in the nature of the disclosures themselves 
to impeach their motives as to what they admit by tneir disclosures. Then the judge assumed a 
mistake in his argument, when he said, they admit that they have violated these rules. There 
appears to be more force in the other clause of the objection. 

These witnesses were at one time partakers in the crimes of the institution, and they have 
now come forward and borne testimony against it Now I hold, that whenever (independent 
of the oaths,) the parties have been associated in iniquity, a disdosure of that iniquity by one 
or two men luider circumstances which cause a suspicicm of their motives, unless corroborating 
circumstances go to strengthen their testimony and put it beyond doubt, sudi evidence ought to 
be received wiUi caution and weighed with some scruples or allowance. 

I will give Uiem the fUll bei^efit of this rule. I would consider the institution on trial before 
the tribunal of Uie public for life and death — all the sympathies of our nature exercised in its 
favour; and still, unless our judgmcnt.&il us, sufficient testimony exists to produce conviction. 
Then, admitting that there is some shadow of doubt upon all the testimony of seceders, how- 
ever high their character might have been before, let us see how it is corroborated. If coming 
from ^e mouth of one or two witnesses only, it would be doubted: if coming from Morgan 
only, it would be laughed down, and that would be an end of it. ' Not one in a million wouM 
have believed it, if confined to that book ; but if two or three witnesses only confirmed it^ it 
would justly have some weight ; but when you find a host of hundreds of witnesses, coming 
forward to corroborate each other, in dififerent sections of the country, with regard to these in- 
stitutions, so complicated and varied in their penalties, and all sucn wiehesses agreeing wiUi 
each other, who can fail to believe ? But it is saiiL the character of these men is not good ; for 
we have heard it asserted, and it is so asserted, before the bar of the people. 

I have no doubt that among seceding masons, where they have increased to a great number, 
as in all classes, 3iere are some whose character is not the first in society. But when did the 
great masA, the great number of these witnesses acquire their bad character? When investi- 

fating a case of this kind, it i^ necessary to enquire how, and when, and by whom, this was 
rouAt about, and whether it has been got up within these few months past These men, up 
to the date of their secession, it is not pretended, were bad characters. But we have a ng^t 
to inquire, up to that time only. Then they were the honoured members of the institution of 
a virtuous fraternity, according to the accused's own statement Up to the time when they 
first gave evidence, the masons cannot impeach their credit, because the whole fraternity en- 
dorsS their character, arid the whole firatemity were responsible for their integrity, up to the 
date of such secession. No mason dare say, in a mason's face, that these men were not credit- 
able up to that time. Then their character is sustained, by masons themselves, up to the time 
of^heir testifying ; and it is unimportant what their characters may have become since, or by 
whom bladkened. 

What are ^e circumstance^ now, idiich corroborate these tainted witnesses! (to use ma- 



TheiTEtKath, 4hat the members of the institution are bound together, by oaths, to secrecy, 
undeV the most horrid p«Kes, presenting death in all its most appallmg forms : nothing 
short of death : there is no grtttie, all are alike, and all directed to the disclosures. How does 
this corroborate the direct evidence ? In this way— in that secrecy— secrecy is the great boast, 
and distinguishing characteristic of the institution, whether good or bad. It is that which has 
fixed the public attention upon it heretofore, more than any other known quality or attnbutt 
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* of Um institution. One of their most learned lecturers, Mr. Brainard, who delirered a lectnr 
in 1895, states, that secrecy is a virtue, that it was taught in the lodges as a yirtue, an 
taught effeauuly. bit not so 7 is not masonic secrecy aclmowledged as a mysterious 
The most tattlingmankeepsthisonething— expel him, and he never tells this one thing^-HDa^ 
drunk, or crazy, lie never teUa—does he talk in his sleep ? it is not about masonry. Briliehii 
in his wants — tempt him in his pleasures, but he never teUt,^ 

Secrecy is one of the boasted characteristics and virtues taught in the institution. But hm 
is it, that the nature of man is thus changed? Take men as thev are formed, and oommmucBi 
a secret,— and telling them not todisdose it, only creates an itching to tell it to the nextndgl! 
bour. under a like injunction. If a secret be entrusted to a large number of men, even thoogj 
the disclosure is punishable with death in its ordinary shape, let it be circulated amons a gra 
nunoAier of men, and there never was a cas^ but of the lodge, in wiiich it was not caadm 
The common means of enforcing secrecy, is not sufficient: while in this case, the verydn 
closures show the most effectual teaching of secrecy, that human ingenuity and human pove 
could invent ; for it is not to be punished trivially, but with death. And this corrobonUes tb 
very ftct of the nature of their secrecy, and shows that the testimony which they have gmi 
goes to tally with their conduct in this institution. 

Are there any other circumstances which corroborate the truth of these disclosures? I ni 
over the many supposed masonic executions, and the alleged execution of Pritcfaard, and tb 
author of Jachin and Boaz, for these fiicts mi^t be disputed ; and come to the fiict, which « 
all know, and no one doubts— the case of William Morean. who did disclose their secrets, an 
who was executed by men known to belong to this brothernood, and of the degree to ezecdi 
this penalty. I do not say, that if it had not been for these disclosures, the mere execution « 
William Morgan, by masons, would prove such execution to be required or authorized b] 
masonry. Standing thutL it niight have been nothing more than the execution of Morgan b) 
individuals who happened to be masons, and be passed by as an ordinary murder. But wfaa 
you take these disclosures, and show that they thus exact death, and in pursuance of these (b 
closures, such death was inflicted bv just sucJi persons as their laws would appoint execntia)> 
ers, what candid mind is there — ^wnat impartial man exists — ^what man who is not detennioed 
to shut his eyes to truth and light, whether right or wrong — what man is there, I appeal to 
you. in the country, who would say that this is not strong conoborating testimony of tiie trutii 
of these disclosures? 

But what further do these disclosures ^ to show? They go to show that it is a part of jls 
duty of masons to aid each other in their business, and power, and in exalting them to high 
places. 

I will not travel out of the record, but treat it fairly. What Is masonry now 7 **lt oomprissi 
men of rank, wealth, bffice, and talent, in power and out of power, and that in almost evoy 
place where power ia of importance ; and it comprises, among other classes of the oommunitj, 
to the Unoettf in large numbers, effective men, umted together, and capable of beins directed by 
the effi>rts of others, so as U> have the force qf concert tknmgh the civUized woril"— So tap 
their orator Brainard. 

And are there no circumstances, independent of these, to corroborate? Look arouni.' 
though but one hundred thousand of the people of these United States are free-masons, yet 
almost all the offices of high profit and high honour are filled with gentlemen of that institutioD. 
Out of the number of law judges in the state of Pennsylvania^ eighteen-twentieths are ouibobs; 
and twenty-two out of twenty-four states of the Union, are now governed by masonic chief 
magistrates. Although not a twentieth part of the voters of this commonwealth, and of tk 
Umted States, are masons, yet they have contrived, by concert, to put themselves into ei^^teeo 
out of twenty of the offices of profit and power. I defy contradiction to this statement 

When this is so^ is it because the unimtiated are not fit for office ; or is it because those prin- 
ciples which have been disclosed are secretly acted upon ? ^nd if the latter, is it not a strange 
corroboration of the direct testimony of seceding masons ? 

Now, what is the conseouence regularly deduced firom this statement of facts and aiguments? 
I say that every man who haj arrived at the higher degrees of masonry, and who perfectly n»- 
derstood the priociples, and approved of them, and adhered to them at the time of Morgan's 
execution— say, aU those of the higher degrees, were accomplices before the Act, in the ma- 
sonic execution of William Morgan. I am satisfied that most masons know nothing about the 
principles of the institution ; that they know nothing of the ultimate designs and vile prindpla 
held by the leaders of the order. Therefore that number would not beunplicated. Bot iflin 
sorry that it fiills to the lot of man to believe— and, sir, I am sorry for the sake of those whom 
I respect, that it is a necessary conseouence, firom the proof embraced in this report— that all 
those who knew the ivinciples and adhered to them, at that time, were implicated as accea» 
nes before the met. 

I go further, and say, that all, since that time, who adhere to the institution, and knowiQf 
&t b^^ d ^^^^^ ^ sustain it— we must say and bylieve, mfuxessaries, Jter the fact, 

What are the further consequences? If thpse disdoeures are true, then men that we haw 
been acci»tomedtoUstento,astheoradesof Godj who have been accustomed from day to 
cay, and from year to year, to assemble around the table of the Lord, cannot be considered, " 
they adheva to this mstitution» and uphold it, fit sulgeete for the communion, and fbr office; » 
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if theae disclosures are true, if such ftiiogB are done in the lodge, as the horrid scene of i>re- 
tending to kneel at the sepulchre of our Saviour, raising him from the grave, and pointing 
him out as ascending to the heavens ; speaking from the burning bush, and representhiff, in 
mortal shape, the character and voice or that God, whose voice xniside the mountains tremble ; 
if these acts exist, as the evidence shews, in my estimation they are more presumptuous than 
any thing which a Christian could endure. Pagans would blush at them, and consign sucJi 
men to shame forever. Slight and trivial, compared with such heaven-braving acts, was the 
daring blasphemy, which fixed the eternal vulture on the living vitals of the Pafan malefactor* 

Can it be that this people, and this community, will not examine, will not call out with one 
unanimous inquiry, whether these things are so? Let them hold out the hand of fellowship 
10 all those who will repent, and return i and exclude with a sorrowful, but determined force, 
from aQ places of power, those who still bebng to the institution ; and put them out from all 
communion with tne holy and the good. 

The report was adopted. 

Pndw, mh SepL 1830. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment ^nwer by the Rev. Ma. Morse, of N. J. 

Mr. Ward, of New- York, from the committee of seceding masons, asked leave to be dis- 
charged from the duty of making their report, on the ground that there was not thne during 
the session to make it sufficiently satisfactory and peitect. After some discussion, the motion 
was withdrawn. 

' Mr. Armstrong, from the committee, then ag;ain submitted the report, amended so as to 
embrace the fbllowin^ passages from the " requisitions to make a good mason" in the Philo- 
sophical r«odge of Ejnights Adepts of the Elaigle or Sun — Behold, my dear brother, what 
you must fijght against, and destroy, before you can come to the knowledge of the true eood and 
sovereign happmess! Behold this monster which you must conquer; a serpent whidi we de- 
test as an idol, that is adored by the idiot and the vulgar under the name of Religion.'* 

[The whole of the requisition from which the preceding passage is taken, is as follows. You 
must shake off the yoke of infant prejudice concerning me mysteries of the reigning reli^on; 
which worship has been imaginary, and only founded on the spirit of pride ; which envies to 
oommand ana be distinguished, and to be at the head of the vulgar ; m affecting an exterior 
purity; which characterizes a fiilse piety; joined toa^esireof acquiring that which is not 
Its own, and is always the subject of this exterior pride, and unalteraole source of many disor- 
ders ; which, being joined to gluttonness, is the daughter of hypocrisy, and employs every 
matter to satuiy carnal desires, and raises to these predominant passions, altars upon which 
she maintains, without ceasing, the light of iniquity, and sacrifices continually onerings to 
luxury, voluptuousness, hatred, envy, and perjury. Betiold, my dear brother, what you myst 
£ght against, and destroy, before you can come to theknowledge of the true good and sovereign 
happiness ! Behold this monster, which you must conquer ; a serpent which ve detest as an 
idol ; that is adored by the idiot and the vulgar, under tne name of^ Religion."] 

Mji. Bernard said, that agreeably to the resolution, the seceding masons could not certify 
to the truth of any obligation of masonry of which they did not potssess a personal know- 
ledge. Now, although he had received the most indubitable testimony of Che acciuracy of the 
passage or obligation reported by the chairman of the committee, none of the seceding masons 
composing that committee personally knew its truth. They could not, therefore, certify it. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, of New- York, the report with this amendment, was now 
again recommitted, with instructions to the committee to make it perfect, when time should 
permit after the amoumment, and to report to tlie public [See the resolution in the Journal.] 

Mr. Irwin, of Fennsylvania, from the committee appointed to consider and report the effect 
and bearing of the obligations and ties of masonry on the commerce and revenue of the 
United States, moved, in consequence of the want of time, that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration m the subject. The motion was carried. 

Mr. Slade. of Vermont, from the committee to whom the report on the nomination of anti- 
masonic candidates for President and Vice President was recommitted,* submitted the same 
report, in a more condensed form. The report concluded with the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it is recommended to the people of the United States, opposed to secret 
societies, to meet in Convention on Monday, the twenty-sixth day of September, 1931, at the 
city of Baltimore, by delegates equal in number to their representatives in both houses of con-> 
gress, with power to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of President and 
Vice Presittent, to be supported at the next election : and for the transaction of such othei 
business as the cause of anti-masonry may require. 

Mr. Dexter, of Michiean, said he was opjposed to the word power." Many of our con- 
stituents were in &vour of an immediate mnmnatton. He wished the words, for the purpose 
0/ nomiiuiting," to be inserted instead of the words with power to nominate,^ He moved 
that amendment. 

Mr. Slads, of Vermontj said that this convention had no *< power" to extend to other con- 
ventions : much less could it impose obUgatUmt, Instruction to delegates was, where it always 
should be, in the hands of the people. 

Mr. Hollrt, of New-Yorl^ said that we ought to adopt no dictatorial style. The spirit 
^as the same— it amounted to the same tfain^. It was not courteous, however, to seem to 
make it obligatory. We had no power to do 90. Other things were to be contidered for 
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tho beneUt of anti^naaoniy^and it was not discreet for this conrention to say what anotl 
should do. 

Mr. Matnard, of New- York, was in &vour of giving the "power" but not of impost 
the obligation. We mi^ht pass what resolves we pleiased ; we oould not make them obli| 
tory on another convention. 

Mr. Dexter, of Michigan, said there was already in the party, a jealousy of predilectio 
for old paurties. Nothing would satisfy our constituents but being expucit. It was well knoi 
that many anti-masons had preferences in favour of the other candidates ; and candidal 
purely anti-masonic were necessary to keep the party from scattering. 

Mr. Todd, of Pennsylvania, moved, that the resolution be amended by striking out sll tl 
part giving instructions or directions at alL This motion was considered as for an amendnu 
' to an amendment 

He said that from the part he had taken in the cause, no one would doubt his devotion 
- the principles, or bis ardent desire, for the final success of the party. He thought that a a 
didate should then be nominated, but he was opposed to any dictation to another convents 
whicb the people, and not we, were to choose. In the people, and the people alone, rested t 
right, of instruction. He was a republican, and believed that the representative was bound 1 
the known will of his constituents. Why, then, not recommend a convention^ and let t 
people give those whom they may send, the necessary instnictions ? Events might transpi 
which would alter the political aspect of aiTairSk No one could tell what womd grow o 
- of the coming elections, in New- York, Pennsylvania, and the Western States. Let this co 
vention, however, determine as it might, he would acquiesce in its decision. But he kne 
that his constituents were in favour of no instructions to them from any convention. Tl 
right they reserved to themselves, and would never surrender iL Let this convention retu 
to the people, without assuming a power of instruction, of right belonging to their constit 
ents. The new convention he believed, without detracting at all from the merits of tb 
would be equally competent to carry into execution the people's will ; it would come fio 
from their ranks, and could act under instructions on this very subject. Let us, then, recoi 
mend that a convention assemble at Baltimore, to consult and deliberate upon the great inti 
ests of anti-masonry, and let the people instruct its members what to do. 

Mr. Terrt, of Connecticut, said ne understood the resolution differently^ He agreed wi| 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania in his principles, but thought that they didnot apply to the ca^ 

Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, was opposed to the amendment. He thou^t it 'V'^ouldn 
an extinguisher upon the party. It had been said that we have sinister objects in view. 
amendment woula strengthen the suspicions. He thought there was more meant than w 
the eye. 

Mr. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, said it was not his intention to have entered into a discussioi 
but he was under obligation to do so. He was fully sensible of his own feeble energies, an 
that it would be much more becoming for the youngest member of the convention to set 
instruction and imbibe wisdom, by listening to the venerable gentlemen who surrounded hi^ 
than to offer views of his own. 1 am fully sensible, too, he continued, that the time of tli 
convention is precious, but I am forced into this discussion by the obligations which l ai 
under, to express tiie sentiments of anti-masonry in tliat section of the country where I resid 

I holdin my hand a paper, embracing resolutions passed at a meeting in PittEd[)urg, Mb 
15th, 1830. This meeting was represented as being the largest anti-masonic meeting eT( 
held in that section of the country. As a dele^te to tliis convention from tbat section of tli 
country, I feel it my duty to i-eaul these resolutions. The resolutions paraed at ihat meetin 
enjoined on the deleg:ates, the duty of carrying these resolutions into effect under these circuq 
stances. [The President here informed the gentleman that it would be out of order to rea 
the resoluuons of any meeting, except that by which the gentleman was appointed ; but )i 
.was at liberty to proceed with his remarks.] 

I hes leave to make a statement respecting public sentiment in that part of the oountr 
FromUie time anti-mascnry' first appeared in Western Pennsylvania, I have associated and coi 
responded with the friends of the cause ; and without pretending to infallible accuracy, 
beheve I have ascertained the wishes and sentiments of that part of the country which I rcDn 
sent.. That populous country, composing the congressional district, at present represented b 
my worthy colleague, in the early part of this business declared publicly, that they would shoi 
by their words and their actions, that their purposes were political, and that they were detei 
mined to exercise the elective franchise. When, sir, it was urged by our opponents, and tbi 
.charge was brought forward, that we were trying to make our objections to the order bear oi 
politics, we met them at the threshhold, and allowed that we wished to accomplish a politica 
purpose. But that we claimed for its support the co«operation of idl good men, and the loverso 
their country. The arts of disputatious politicians were lost ; they endeavoured to raise a a\ 
about persecution, and excite puUic sympathy, but it was in vain ; nothing could draw tbi 
.honest yeomanry from the stand which they had taken. They were for appTyine a correcUr< 
to the evil at once. A question so important as this is not to be passed over lighuy» or decide 
on hastily. We have discussed subjects of less moment, and on which we have made Up ou 
minds. [Here the speaker was called to order by a gentleman from Massachusetts, wb< 
moved the previous question. He was, however, informed by the President, that the genw 
man who had the floor was perfectljr in carder and at liberty to proceed.] The speaker resumed 
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Now I believe it to be a duty which waa expressly enjoined on me by my constituents ; and 
although I am the youngest member of this convention, and although the gentleman opposite 
may not wish to hear me talk, I shall take the liberty. I was gomgr on to say, when I waa 
interrupted, that nodiing could draw the people from the stand whidi they had taken. No, 
sir, they could not be provoked^ and woula not be coaxed to persecute. To the fraternity they 
said,' if you dhoose to be rulers m a secret government, you snail not rule over us. Our repub- 
lican institutions shall be open to the worm. But your legislation, and the execution of your 
laws, is hidden in midnight darkness. We hold the conclaves of the lodge, and secret bodies 
of men, as bad schools to learn political integrity ; but as it is the only corrective they intended 
to use, they wished to apply it to the fullest extent. They are therefore anxious that the 
United States may take a decided stand in favor of political anti-masonry. The hue and cry 
has been raised, it will be raised again, that we are in favour of proscription. But the cry 
scarce had any effect, except on the tinud and iminformed — ^it is said now to affect them. The 
people will understand that they have as good a right to withhold their suffrages from one 
class of men as from another. They would not sanction the proscription of monarchists or 
aristocrats ; but if they ask for office, the people will not trust them with political power ; 
and in so doing they would act wj^ly ; and so it is with regard to selfish and all-grasping free- 
masonry. Now, Mr. President, mltnou^ it is my opinion that it is the wish of the anti- 
masonic party generally throughout the United States, and I believe it to be the wish particu- 
larly of anti-masons , in Western Pennsylvania, that this convention should nominate can- 
didates, and I lately indulged the same wish; yet for the sake of unanimity, I shall 
cheerfimy submit to the views of this convention. Let me observe, I think it a duty to our- 
selves^ to our party and our country, to declare publicly and o^nly, that we consider it a dis- 
qualincation for any office in the gift of a free people, to be subject to a government not recog- 
nized by our laws and constitution. One wora more, and I have done. 

I must say that 1 was much astonished to hear a gentleman confess, that he was for the first 
time to be informed that we met here for any political purpose whatever. I humbly conceive 
&at we meet here for no other than a pohtical purpose. Sir, we are a jvolitical party— ^we 
are not personally opposed to free-masons as individuais, because that might be, and fairly 
would be, considered proscription ; but we are opposed to the masonic institution, considering 
It dangerous in iu political tendency — subversive of our private rights as citizens, and 
destructive to morality and religion. In this our opposition is, as it should be, political Tu 
npress our sentiments at a proper time^to correct the growing evil, and warn young men 
Igainst the snare — ^to crush tne monster of iniquity, still wreaking with human blood, we must 
|o to the ballot-box, and there withhold our sunrages from those who hold allegiance to a tyrani 
inore despotic than the 6ne our glorious ancestors opposed in 1776, and by opposing which they 
secured tne sacred independence which we are he^ assembled to fortify against the secret foes 
of freedonu Mr. President, I am done. I am sorry if I have trespassed upon the time of this 
convention, but I trust its members will be satisfied with the motives which impelled me. 

The previous question being called for and sustained by the convention, the Question upon 
Hr. Todd's amendment was put and lost The question then recurring upon Ma. Dezter's 
toiendment, (to strike out the words ''with power") was put and carried. The resolution 
was then adopted in the foUowing words : 

Resohed, That it is recommended to the people of the United States, opposed to secret 
locieties, to meet in convention, on Monday, the twenty-sixth day of September, 1831, at the 
eity of Baltimore, by delegates equal in number to their representatives in both houses of 
congress, to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of President and Vice 
Presidrat, to be supported at the next election ; and for the transaction of such other business 
as the cause of anti-masonry may require. 

Adjourned to 4, P. M. At 4, the convention reassembled. 

Mr. Whitti.b»«t moved a resolution, authorizii^ the national committee of correspondence 
to open a correspondence with candid members of me fraternity on the subject of secret socie- 
ties, and to publish their answers with their consenU 

A motion to strike out the word " candid," was lost. 

Mr. Stbvbhs objected to the resolution. It would lead to controversy, and that was not the 
object of the convention. They were collectively invited to quit the institution by tlie Address 
wnich we have made. 

Mr. Wbittlbsbt said, it seemed to be forgotten that the members of the masonic frutemity 
were members of civil society. Many of them had the same, or nearly the same, views on 
the subject, with anti-masons; and he ^tertained a strong hope that the correie^ndence eon- 
templated would elicit much good, and would induce many masons to surrender their allegianee 
to the fraternity. He was in &vour oC saving them. 

Mr. Stbvbks thought there was more in the resolution than met the eye. The noembers of 
the oonvention had gone far enough in putting their names to a most able address to the people 
of the United Statea, in which the fraternity were generally and aflectionately invited to come 
out from among them. Anti-masonry stood on hroad gpround ; and he was opposed to ^« 
gagiiug in any particidar correspomience with any individual in the fi'ateniity. He thou^^t it 
would degrade the cause. He seemed to think it impoUtie to give olRce-seeking masons a 
chance of Uius promoting their selfish views. 

Ma. BoiLEAV expresseid the. saiaa views. 
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On the resolution fbr opening a correspondence with candid uusons, 

Mr. Sladb, of Vermont, said that whatever doubts he might have entertained with regard i 
the expediency of bringing forwcud such a resolution, at this time, there could, itseemed to lun 
De none with regard to its adoption. For one, said Mr. S. I am unwilling to bcAr the impfut&tio 
which will follow its rejection, — ^the imputation of shrinking from the discussion, which thecoi 
templated correspondence may involve. Anti-masonry, sir, has nothing to fear from investigt 
lion. It is the very element of its existence, as are secrecy and mystery that of the maaon 
institution. 

We have, Mr. President, been charged with aiming, not to abolish the institution of &e< 
masonry, but rather to put its membera under the ban of proscription, that we may etigra 
the offices and honours of the country. So far b this, sir, from being true, that the who] 
tendency of our efforts is to strip the institution of its borrowed robes, exhibit it in its trv 
chauracter, and dusdve the charm oy which U nunntmns its empire over the minds 0/ iU member 
It is not enough to array the community against it — not enough to make it the object of populs 
indignation, or to achieve a triumph over it at the ballot-boxes. Anti-masonry can never ceaf 
its efforts while there remains a single human beins ensnared in its toils. Sir, I am not satii 
fied to wait for the finale of masonry, till time shall have t^ept from the stage of life all th 
men who now belong to the institution. I would have them affectionately invmd, and earnest 
ly urged, to abjure their allegiance to it, and abandon it for ever. Come, let us reason toffethe\ 
is an appeal which, I am sure, they cannot all resist. Indeed, sir, there are, I am coimden 
many, very many, who do really desire to come out, and want but the opportunity which sod 
an invitauon as that which is contemplated by the^esolution upon your table, would fumial 
Make such invitation a part of your sjrstem of operations, andl cannot permit niyself to doub 
that masons will soon be seen flocking in great numbers to your standard. 

There are, it should also be observed, some sections of our country which are yet in almos 
total darkness, on the subject of masonry. There is not in New-Hampshire, or in Maine, or ij 
one of the States south of the Potomac, a single press devoted to our cause, or that will fineei] 
publish the truth, and the whole truth, concerning it ! Now, sir, I wish masons in tho8< 
States, particularly, to be corresponded with, on the subject of their institution. There are, 
I doubt not, many among them, who will freely respond to respectful inquiries concerning it 
and as ficeefy express in regard to it, their decided disapprobation and their determination to re 
nounce it. We want to save them from masonry ; and we want their influence to save others 
from it, and accelerate its downfall. Those portions of the country now in darkness, xnight 
thus be roused to investigation, and to the estaolishment of presses which should aid them in its 
prosecution. 

Every view which I can take of this subject presents to my mind strong arguments in favour 
of the resolution j and I cannot refrain from an expression of my earnest nope that it may 
be adopted. 

Mr. Irwut agreed with his colleague from Pennsylvania, that there was more in this reso- 
lution than met the eye. This was not the way in which anti-masons in Pennsylvania hail 
met the fraternity. 

Mr. Seward said, he thought the two gentlemen flrom Pennsylvania had suffered them- 
selves to be excited into an unnecessary apprehensiveness on this subject. No one who kneir 
the zeal and labours of the mover of this resolution, could suspect that, in offering it, he was 
governed by smister designs. In New York, and in the eastern states, such an interchange of 
sentiments with candid masons was a favourite mode of promoting the cause of anti-masonry. 

Mr. Hanna, of Ohio, objected to the resolution. 

Mr. Pbslps could not for a moment doubt the motives of any member pf this convention in 
moving any proposition. He had full confidence in the national ccMumittee of correspondence ; 
and he moved the reference of the resolution to that committee. 

Mr. Writtlesbt withdrew the resolution. He said that if any one member objected, it 
was motive enough for him to withdraw it. • 

Mr. Sladb, of Vermont, moved a resolution on the subject of raising funds in the 
several states, for the gratuitous dissemination of intelligence &c — He said tfa^t the resolution 
he had just offered was suggested to him by the report made yesterday on the state of the presa 
That report exhibits a state of facts which may well excite our earnest attention. 

The ustitution of masonry is extended over the whole of the United StsUes. — embraces 
probably about 100,000 of its population, and is sustained by the influence of wealtn, of talenti, 
and of station. Its principles have excited to the commission of crimes of the most atrocioas 
character ; while it has successfully interix)sed its power to shield the perpetrators of them 
from the claims of criminal justice. An investiffation of the principles of the institution- 
such an investigation as will enable the people of me United States to pass their definitive sen- 
tence upon it, IS demanded by every consideration connected with the safety of our citizens, 
and' the permanency of our free institutions. This investigation can be cairMd on oidy through! 
the medium of the press ; and to that have the people a right to look for the truth, and uf ' 
whole truth, upon a subject which so dee^ concerns them. 

Now, sir, what is the state of the press m the United States? Of nearly 1000 newspapen^ 
there are but about 185 whose columns are open to the truth on the subject of msMnry ! It k 
not my purpose, Mr. President, to comment at length ujxm this state of things. 1 will (mly 
allow myself to say that it exhibits an extent of masonic influence over the pteas^ which pro* 
claims the gigsmtic power of the institution in language which none can nusundenltand. 
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' ShaUthisttaUof Uungjicmitinue? ShaU the people ranain longer-in daikiwM <m the lab^ 
Mct of maaonry ? Sir, we have assembled to answer these questions with a decided negatire. 
We have oome toother to investijgate the principles of the masonic institution, and look into the 
fibcts eonneeted with the application of those prmeiples. But how are we to gain access to the 
people of the United States ? How are we to 8|)read before them the result of our inquiries? 
How are we to act on public opinion, and give it a right direction in regard to this subject 7 
The resolution which I have just offered sugjg^este the only answer that can be given to these 
inquiries. It looks to measures for the gratuitous dissemination of intelligence on the subject 
of speculative free-masonry— measures which, if faithfully executed, wiU carry the truth to 
•very door, and pour its li^t into every cottage, in the United States. Let anti-masons act, 
immediately and efficiently, upon the recommendation of this resolution — distributing throu£;h- 
out every state the proceedings of this convention, and other means of information, and an im- 
pulse will be ^ven to our cause which nothing can resist. 

Hitherto^ sir, it is well known, that a ft w mdividuals in those sections of the country where 
efforts have been made, have sustained a very disproportionate share of the ezpences which 
those effi>rts have involved. Some of then^ indeed, (and among them I number one, at least, of 
my respected colleagues,) have materially impaired their estates by their generous devotbn to 
Ac cause. They should be relieved, sir, by the adoption of measures to raise the necessary 
ftmds by more general contributions. 

The gratuitous dissemination of intelligence which the resolution contemplates, is, in my 
opinion, worthy oi special reeard, as connected witli the establishment of anti-masonic presses. 
Let the people in any piurticmar section of the, country, hitherto in darkness on the suoject <ff 
Biaaonry, become thoroughly awakened to ite importance^ and they will take measures to estab- 
lish presses which wiU become permanent fountains of hehu It is by this process, that such a 
levotution is to be effected in the newspaper press of the United States, as is demanded by the 
inst claims of anti-masonry. Let prmOe liberaUty, in the true spirit of anti-masonic benievo- 
lence, go forward, and free presses will assuredly follow in their train. Such, I am confident, 
will be the result in Vermont ; and such, I doubit not, will be the result, every where. 

All the measures, Mr. President, which we propose for the advancement of our cause, 
should not only be worthy of its noble and generous purpose, but adapted to meet, and over- 
come the obstades which it is destined to encounter. We must rememoer that we are contend- 
ing with a wealthy and a powerfol fraternity, who are capable, in various ways, of exerting 
fearftil control over the prras of the country. We know how much their cause depends for its 
mccess upon the suppression of free inquirv ; and how ready those of them who am 
labouring to sustain the institution, are, to stifle every effort to arraign it at the bar of public 
opinion. 

To meet, suocessfrdly, such an array of stren^fth, in a manner becoming the cause in which 
we are engaged, will require sacrifices of no ordmary magnitude. They must be made — They 
will be mstfe. The spirit of anti-masonry, is a spirit which will never shrink from making 
(hem. It will not dirink, sir, because it is the spirit of freenten, sustained by truth, and indig- 
nant at the efforts which are made to suppress it. And what fireeman can fiul to foel indig- 
nant when he sees the leading members of a powerfiil fraternity, labouring in concert, through- 
out the whole country, to mimle the press, and conceal from the public yiew, ^and shield fi^m 
just animadversion, tae principles and practices of their institution 7 Where is the freeman who 
IS prepflured to submit^uietly, to such a state of thinea as this? Look at it, tirl JSanmnfmuat 
not he vwetligated ! Tnis is the doctrine^no matter now groundless may be its pretensions — 
how groes its imposture— 4iow treasonable its principles— or how black its crimes— all — all is 
sacrecP-inviolable ! A national intellect invi^rated by the spirit of fireedom, grasps at every 
thing — ^investigates every thing. . No association of men, no measures of government — no act 
of any public man, can escape. Every thing meets its penetrating glance, and feels its resist- 
less power. But masonry— the "sncMnl and honourable'*— must be protected— defended — 
guarded, against its sacrilegious intrusions into her sanctuary. 

Sir, this state of things is not to be endured. The truth must, and will have free course. 
The people are beginning, in earnest, to inquire wherefore masonry should not be brought out 
and examined in the broad day-li|^t of truth. It is to meet and gratify this spirit of inquiry, 
Uiat I have brought forward this resolution. It aims to concentrate, so as toeive effect to, 
private liberality, for the purpose of presenting the truih to the people of the United States, 
that they may be enabled to pass their sentence of approval or condemnation upon the 
masonic institution. « , 

A resolution was adopted for the publication of the whole proceedings of the convenuon, m- 
cluding, of course, the several official reports of committees on resolutions referred to them. 
Mr. Hopkins stated, that they would probably be stereotyped. 

A resokition of thanks to the president of the convention, having been moved and adopted, 
as mentioned in the Journal, . . . , « 

Ma. OaAHoaa made his acknowledgments in a few very impressive and eloouent remark^ 
in the course of which he said that the duties of the chair had been rendered light by the mag- 
nanimous conduct of the convtation, and by the ctMrrect deportment of the citizens of this con- 
fessedly polished city, who had attended its deliberations. 

The thanks of the convention were also voted to the Vice President and Secretaries. 

The conventbn, after prayer from the Rey» Mb. BjtMrABD, adjourned, $ine die. 
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The foUowif^ Remarks were reeewed in a recited form^ too Imie ft ^ vueriMk 
in their proper place. 

In the debate on M&. Whittlkbbt^ report, I 

ISt. CooKB, of New-York. All, I presume, who have lieard the statement of fiicts, in th 
leport under oonsiderKtion, will admit that it forms the most Important object to which 
convention can direct its attention. It is a history of the basis, ffround-worl^ and auperstrd 
ture of anti^asomy. And before I proceed, I must say, that I feel a debt of gratitude, I fi 
the necessity of acknowledging to the gentlemen who have furnished these &cts, our obligatioj 
ibr the light they have shed upon this subject. I allude to those gentlemen who formerly I| 
longed to the masonic instituUon. True it is, sir, that the outrage, violence, and crimes of t] 
insdtution were such as to arouse the fears of the uninitiated, but without the didckwures 
those who hare seceded fiom the institution, we should have yet remained in a state of coi| 
parative darkness. It has been by the united efforts of those who have felt it their duty 
moede, together with others of oar committees, that the present infbnnation is now before u 
public rfcel bound to make the acknowledgment— it is due to these gentlemen. I 

It is due to this convention to e3q>lain in some detail the thousand reasons why iVirther fiid 
have not been elicited, as stated in the report. 

The rcnort commences widi the origin of the transactions in relation to WiUiam Morn 
At fiatavia, in the western part of the atate of New-York, the first act, relating to this subje^ 
was connmtted, which put at defiance the laws of the state. With the sekors of Mr. Mom 
commenced the history of this tragedy, but with the termination of the life of that man, ti 
Acts to be produced will not be terminated. The report alludes to violent expressions, but! 
has not been told what they were. I will mention a few. It was mentioned bv high mad 
in. the neighbourhood of the outrage, men of the first respectability, that the book alluded toi 
the report should be suppressed, and should neve^ meet the pubhc eye, if it cost their livd 
that the lives of half a dozen sudi men as Miller and MoM«n, when nut in comparison wd 
the appearance of that book, were of but little moment. This was berore that man vraa 
ducted. ' 

When the motley group assembled, at the dark hour of midnight, to perpetrate an outra 
on that which is justly styled the pcdladium of the liberty of our country, when perhaps a 
hundred masons from fifty miles east, and forty miles west, were assembled, at the mionig 
hour, in the peaceful, village of Batavia ; so strong fears had they of the laws upon their mig 
flo convinced were they of their own criminality, uid that the abodes which they were about I 
assai:^t would be defended, that in a firight they abandoned their project, and sought a hidiq 
place from the light of day. 

This was not all, sir ; after this each resorted to his home^time was given for concert- 
party came from a distance, and seized and removed the man, as stated in the report. Whi 
on tne way firom Batavia to Canandaigua, the prime mover, who sat upon the box of the ci 
nage, made this ever-memorable declaration: when the driver had doubts whether he wot 
not be in danger, he engaged to indemnify him, and said— and I wish every one to observe 
— ^ They never shall retake Morgan alive." 

Here was a declaration of their purpose in the outset— it was repeated from time to tin 
I now pass to Canandai^^ua. 

When Morean was in lail he remarked to a fellow-prisoner, while Lawson was engaged 
ejecting his release, ^ If this man should betray me, I would not give much for my life." yfh 
h» got to the door of the wiaon, a single whistle brou^t to then: assistance the ruffian ban 
^t carried him away. When they got him to the door he cried murder, but they carri 
him to the back part of the village ; and one single knock upon the curb of a well hroughl 
•carriage in waiting. When they were proceeding firom the jail-step to the carriage, one sa 
to him, You know you have forfeited your life." 

it is unnecessary to be very minute about his transportation to Niagara county ; there a 
however, some occurrenees after he reached that county which it will be proper for me 
state. 

The report states that a reverend gmtkman arrired by the stase at Murdock's. He had 
conversa^iL the impwt of which was unknown ; he inquired of the keeper of the house if 
was a royal arch mason, but being answered in the negative, he in<}uired if there was one 
the neighbourhood ; and on being mformed that there was one vnthin about a mile, he ( 
manded a pen and paper, and wrote to Jeremiah Brown. . They then passed on in the staj 
and soon after Brown eame back to the tavern with two horses. Tlie carriage with Moig 
in it had not yet arrived. Brown procured feed for his horses^ and in a few moments the o 
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riAge <»ttncr along. Afttt a mMMaCs eonniltatxm they look the faoneo fiom Umw food and 
wont on. It Ibr ft kmg timo-oappoood diAt tbeae boneo wove attftchod to the oomage. 
Brown oTontnaUy got on tho box, and tboy antTod at Wrist's aoBiowhero about mmdown, 
and Barrage Smith pasMd on to Lodqwrt. Here a witnen, whooo testimony is inqxivtant, 
had been spirited away by masonic agency no loss than three times. The carriage was first 
driven under the shed, intt Doing oonsidered insecure there^ it was taken out and remoyed to an 
enclosed beuH. FaroweU, the witness alluded toy was calied, and he and another stayed in the 
bam witilo the others went to sapper. During the tone they were with him, Morgan was 
.silent. • A litfltei«iwt» brought; hewastakmoutefandrotuniod tothecamaeeagain; at this 
* time, bl blinded with a number of hajidkerchie&, reaching down to his breast, in such a 
manner *.*r- to exdudo the light They remained here till about 8 o^sloek, and next airived at 
MolyBeux,-*4if lither «toppod| and Brown, with Piatt's carriag&wont on— they next arrived at 
Lewistown, where they left tne carriage in a back street. At Wright's, Bruce, sheriff <^Nia^ 
jgaia oouttty, took chuge, and Hague was in oompany. This carnage was obtained by Piatt 
*at Rochester,— it was fiirnished to go west, and hofw no (Piatt) happened to know that it was 
!! to b^ charged to the grand chapter pro tem.,'* I know not, but so he charged it, and had not 
,reo^yed payment when he testified. 

^ Barton was called on at Lewiston, by Bruoo, finr a oainage. It is a matter worthy of ob- 
. BOrtation, that this man was seen in company with this same reverend clergyman the same 
,| vening — saw him. When lliey arrived Youngstown they stopped, and ctaied up Wiliiam 
2 iCihg ; and when Within about forty rods of the fort tbey left the carnage and prdeeeded on 
ffooL Arrived at the ferry^hoose, tmB memocmble declaration was made,—*' We have got the 
. rascal who has been disdosing Uie secrets of free-masonry." While sU^)ping at the door at 
. King's, the man made some noise, and it was understood to be a call for some water^ At tho 

fort, Bruce said to Qiddins, ''Let us have some water for the poor wretch." These were the 
, epithets they applied to their vietim. They crossed the river, and Bruce and King proceodea 

to Niagara, fAi<^n they ibund two or three brethren, and came back again. At the hooch 
, Morgan appeared to be in distress, and in one instance went so fiur as to remark, I am your 
, prisoner, snow your magnanimity by treating me kindly." They told him to be silent, upon 
j pain of death. After a fmle he agam attempted to speak, but one of them took a pistol and 
, pressed it against his breast, and said, ** Be suent, or you are a dead man." 

When they found that no arrangement had been made for receiving him on the Canada side, 
I they rec r oss ed to fort Niagara, and took him to tho magwrine, and Umao deposited him under 

lock and key. 

It may be a matter of curiosity to describe what kind of a building this magaaine is. Tho 
, fort was at the time abandoned, except by two persons, the one a keeper, and the 9ther a ferry* 
i man. The building is of stone, some forty or fifty feet in length, ana tlurty to forty wide, and 
the walls hamUh-fnoK from six to ten foot thick. There was no aperture except the door and 
, two windows, whidi were strongly ikstened on the outside. It was here that this man was 
incarcerated. He was depooitea about three or four O'clock in the mornii^ of the 14th of Sep- 
I tember, 1896, the day appointed for the installatimi of the royal arch chapter at Lewiston. 
p King and Bruce went to Lewiston, and Giddins remained at the fort. 

About nine o'clock in the morning, Giddins and Jackson went to the magazine to see the 
ntuation of the prisoner, and to relieve his wants. On goine to the prison the presentiment of 
danger on the port of Morgan was so strong, that he refused Uwm entrance. Jackson ran away. 
Morgan was .at this time making a noise, and they endeavoured to still him, pretended to have 
fire-urns, and threatened to shoot him ; this caused him to cry murder several times. 

The next step was, that Jackson should be sent to Lewiston, with word that the prisoner 
was making a ndse, and they were fearful of disoovery. He went and informed Hague, who 
formerly had the care of him. Hague went to the magazine. Morgan said, ^ I will not bo 
bled to death by that doctor." Hague had not sufikient courage to enter the cell, and went 
back to Lewiston again, and two others proceeded to the fort to still the noise. Lawson, his 
friend, made hims^ known to Giddins : proceeding to the magazme, one said, He will 
make no more noise after he hears me." He went into the prison, and, as it was dark, said, 
" Where are you, Morgan ?" and seized his hand, and gave him some kind of grip which stilled 
him, saying, « If you are not silent, death ia your porUon immediately." This man remained 
till the eveiung, at which time a large number was assembled of those who had met to install 
the henevoUtU eluqiUr at Lewiston. 

Many called on their firiend, Mr. Giddins: he vras a fidthftd man, who had had the care of 
Morgan, and they promoted his interest by drinking at his house fireely. The company continued 
till about eleven o'clock, when it was found that but seven remained of tho whole. These seven 
consulted upon the propriety of inflicting the penalty ; each and all foil in with the sentiment, 
that he had forfeited his life : there was no contrariety of opinion—and their duty as masons 
was to infiict the penalty. They opened the prison, and found Morgan.. He had freed him- 
self fix>m his cords and bandages. 

The high priest, for he was at this time high priest, having that day been installed— hav- 
ing on h& breast-plate, and Holiness to the Lonl," inscribed in firontr-this was the 
man who addressed Morgan, in the magazine, when he knew that none but the initiated could 
hear—" How dare you break your ohligatioo— prepare to meet your God— for you have but 
a few minutes to live !" 
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of (Wfen ntired totae cnimnon, w&re no eaTeadropper ooaU approach th«m witlkoui faiaii^ 
difloorered; and they all agreed that the man must be executed, that he bad forloted his life, 
and waf entitled to no sjrmpathy whatever; and it was their duty to pat the penalty into 
exeeation. They moieover deviaed a ^an how to do it without detectkw. It was to take 
him to the Niagara rirer. and there anknim, where he would be aeen no more. They moved 
towards the finrt a little distance, when a Touiig man, perhaps thinkiiu^«f the advice of an old 
fiiend, fell in the rear. On heing rallied, he saya, <<€^tl6nMn, I am bound to go with jckl if 
you insist on it, but I beg to be ezeused.** Others joined him» and it was agreed to abandon 
theproject for that nie^t. 

Word waaaent to Morgan that he was not then to be put to death; that thcnr noBt aend to 
Jerusalem to ask iHiat was to be done with him. Tbdb ends the scene of SiBptember four- 
teenth, 1896. 

These men, alter having met and prapaxed their scheme, retired to their places of abode. 
On the 15th a new asaembbgiB met at the fert, and amone them the hi|^ priest and Eliaha 
AdaiAs. At that meetng the subject came up again, and there was aome reluctance with part 
of them ; there was a little doiibt with some as to the pomaety of executing him at that tune. 
There was one man, (and I am sorry to say it, for lie lives not more than a mile and a half 
frrnn me, and a man whom I had ever held hi|^ as a moralist,) who, when a doubt was 
expressed about the propriety of the act, to silence |hat doubt, brought fortha passage firom the 
Holy Bible to show diat it was rig^t that he shoiud be executed. He not only stated it» but 
insisted on it A controversy, however, arose, and became somewhat warm ; the keeper was 
asainst puttmff the man to death ; even Elisha Adams was silent, which was equivalent to an 
objection. The contest arose to such a height, that a personal combat had well nigh taken 
place. 

At this time the high priest said, ''How dare you advocate such doctrines in our presence?'' 
Having charoe of the mole affiur, this high priest directed the km to be given up to Adams, 
who would be more submissive to his orders. Oiddins said, Well, I am n6w free from thii 
matter." So much doubt had been expressed that the execution was deferred. 

Adams remained there. Still Giddms was not so fer released, but that he remained aid- 
ing and assisting in keeping the man, but opposed to executing; the sentence. He provided 
the necessary fiMd, &c and Adama attended to the administration. On the evening of the 
17th of Septendier, Giddins havinr business across the lake, 30 or 40 miles, embarked on board 
a steam boat^jB^ to dear lumsMf from fUrther interference in the matter. He remained till 
the Slst of September, during which time an impenetrable veil covers all, through which 
nothinjg; has been yet discovered, nor will be discovered, unless there should be some valuable 
accessions of seceding masons. 

Qiddins ccmiing bn^k, asked the captain of the steam boat if the prisoner was still there? 
The reply was, *'No; he has gone wMre he will write no more books.** When he arrived at 
Niagara, he feU in with Adams, the man who had remained at his house. Adams was much 
distressed, and said that ''theyhad murdered the man,'' and gave the particulars, which are not 
necessary to be mentioned. We have reason to infer, that he was murdered on the 19th of 
September, 1886. 

The people in that nei|^bourhood were entirely ignorant of all these things. I mean the 
uninitiated. Most of the masons who attended the installati<m were acquainted with the feet 
that Morgan was at the fort; yet, under such absolute subjection was the press, that though 
living but seven miles from the fort, intimation of the event only came to us at Lewiston on 
Bome of the first days of the month of December following. 

When the fact was reported to us, that this man had l)een carried through our village to 
Niagara, we felt indinea to discredit it The seeming impossibility, that in a country settled 
like that! a man could be taken from Canandaigua m the way that he was, and deposited as 
described, without our hearing of it, rendered the thing incredible. The previous reports had 
been, that Morgan had been carried to Hanford's landing, the place where Hubbard put him 
down. We supposed, at first, that he was carried across the lake from the mouth of 
Oenessee river. 

When the fects came to our knowledge, as dtizene, we felta deep interest in supporting the 
laws and discountenancing the outrage ; not that we knew any thii^ of Morgan or nis fiunily : 
but to vindicate the laws, we stepped forward and beean to inquire of our neighbours, uii 
you know any thing of the feet of Morgan being tajcan through this place to fort Niagara 7»* 
On making this inquiry, there was but a aingte countenance among the masons of that 
vicinity, and that was expressive of contempt. Those who embarked in it were cautioned, 
** As you value your busmess, and all that is dear to you in your high standing, take care not 
to meddle with that Morgan afiair." More than oncenave our committees "been approached in 
that way. Many fidsehoods were got up— that Morgan had been seen floating upon the lake 
on a fieul of ice ; that he was somewhere peddUne his books ; that he was in Canada tending 
bar, &c By these reports it was intended to stifle public investigation. The result was, that 
every man that had not submitted himself to the djsgraceful cable-tow, laid his hand on his 
heart and said, Can it thus be, that the first men in t^ community have been engaeed in such 
wickedness ? You must not, cannot, inquire whether a man has been carried tnrough the 
land and concealed. Yes, such was the fiiu^t ; and the result wtm, the call of a nM*^ting |o 
appoint a committee whose duty it should be to act till the end of the tragedy could be ascer- 
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Uined. I happened to be praeent, and had the honour to be jdaoed upon this eommittee* We 
entered upon the duty, and the people looked to us for infonnation ; and with the combined 
efforts of the committees east, as the report sets ibrth, we performed our engafement. 

On tho assembling of the ocmmiittee, certain facts were communicated from the GsAada side 
of the liver. It was known on the Canada side, that Mor|[;an had been brooeht U> Ibrt 
Niagara ; and some beliered that the first penalty had been inihcted, of having his ttroat cut ; 
it was, at least, pretty well understood that he was carried to the Canada shore, and lo^^jed in 
some part of the Town of Niagara. This led us into Canada, thinking it piobaUe that he had 
been put to death in that place. Some of the committee took it upon them to go b^ire the 
grand jury in Canada. It was found that the foreman wasa mason. The jury agreed to con- 
sider tne subject. The names of witnesses were furnished— the court soon after cuijoumed for 
the ni^t. Those masons whose names had been fturnished as witnssses, were cidled upon. 
The next morning the member of the committee who made the comphunt was informed, that 
the grand jury, in their Wisdom, had gone into the court room, infomially, and had advised 
with his honour the judge, who was a mason. Headvised them to have nothing to do with 
the subject, except to meet and dismiss it And they did as they were instructed. 

I speak of this as illustrative of the fibct, that masonry is the same every whrae. We had 
then a relation of a centleman, who has since been a member of parliament. 

Some time in the Tatter pcut of January, there were several members fiom the committees, 
seventeen in number, who assembled^ and proceeded first to Niagara, in Canada, and then re> 
turned and went into the fort. This was the first time that the magazine was thoroug^y 
searched after Morgan was confined in it. On entering the magazine| it was firand that some 
human* being must have been confined in it. There were various evidences of the fyuoU On 
returning mm that place^ we met again at Lewiston, and gave an invitation to many in 
the surrounding country, informinfi; them that the committee had assembled there merely to 
ascertain the fi^ts in relation to Morgan's being carried through that place to Niagara. No 
sooner was tlus notice ^ven, than a vast concourse of masons was assembled, not to give in- 
formation or fiiuits, which would enable the committee to proceed, but to. insult, brow-beaty 
and drive firom the spot the gentlemen who had convened. 

I am sorry to state the fitct, but it was amon^ the first inhabitantB of the village in which I 
reside, that we found the most inveterate and insolent opposers. Not only did they molest 
and hinder individuals who were inquiring after simple fiuDts, but one man came into the room 
and extinguished the light It was thou^tthat something violent would ensue, but it turned 
out otherwise : we separated without being attacked. 

No infonnation was obtained ; no mason came forward, though more than twenty of them 
were well acquainted with all the ramifications and final teimination of this tragedy. More 
than twenty were in the oommittee room ; yet not one fitct did they communicate. The next 
thing was tor the heralds of the press to prodaim that a selPetylea convention had assembled 
from different oounties, to disturb the innocent repose of the good citizens of the county of 
Niagara. This they did with the most abusive language ; ana a mason who had sworn to 
prosecute offenders against the laws, came forward and publicly insulted this body of men. 

It may be asked, and probably will be, why did you not have a magistrate and put the laws 
in force? We did attempt it, Init the all-powerful hand of firee^ouMonry interposed at every 
step. An offender was arrested ; we had none but mssonic witnesses. It must have been a 
firm magistrate ^o would not have been abashed at the formidable array and threatenine 
aspect of the fraternity : and under these circumstances it was difiicult to press forward 
the same seardiing inquiries as in common cases. 

On lookii^ rounc^ we found that the magistrates were all masons. When we looked to a 
grand jury, Eli Bruce was the sherifif^ and ue man to select that jmy. You mi^t pursue any 
course, and the result was the same---the judges were mssons. This was the situation of the 
county of Niagara. We intended to have done something at the January term, 18S7 ; for it 
had not entered our conceptions, but what if men were in possession of feuAs, they would come 
forward and disclose them ; but in this we were in error. 

In April term of our oyer and terminer, a complaint was preferred against Eli Bruce, for t!ie 
abduction of William Mor|;an. It was found, however, berore the gnmd jury assembled, that 
there were but two men with whom we could intrust the papers respecting the afibir. To these 
men the committee resorted ; they firamed certain written questions whi^ were handed over 
to them; suod they agreed that when masonic wimesses came before the grand jury, these 
questions should be put and answered. I regret to say, that one of these two proved recreant, 
so that there was but one single inan on the crand jury, out of nineteen or twenty, who dared 
to come forward and fiice the firowns of the majonty, and ask a question upon the subject 
These witnesses, before they went befive the jury, met and held a eonsultati<m as to what 
answers should be given to any questions that should be put ; and the resolution — I know not 
by what other name to call it---but the horrible resolution was. We will say we know nothing 
about William Morgan or his abduction. Such was the resolution, and suoi the answer. 

When these men retired fnm the erand jury chamber, (and the examination took but a 
diort time,) one remarked, I txAd them 1 knew nothing aliout it, jjod there it ended. The 
deIil]#rations of the grand jury were one of the most extnuMrdinary phenomena of the day. 
Some of the meet extraordinary measures ever heard of before any grand jury in this country, 
were there taken. 
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When the eompkiat wai pMKUng agaiiMt Hm acciued, the faremaji th« grand ysxy retired 
fromtheroom; he irfao was sworn to execute the laws impartially. He was seen ratinng to a 
private chamber, in consultation with the accused. I witnessed that, which shook my confix 
dence in the protection of the laws more than any thing else I had ever beheld. A witness 
was introduced, who testified that EUBruoe made a. confession materiaUyimpUcaU^ himself. 
When he had answered that question, he was told to retire. A measeneer was then sent, and 
introduced three orfom* witnesses to impeach the character of the last This game was played 
off again and again^ tin they suGceeded^ by this ialse and foul practice, in discrediting the 
testimony of the witness. 

In this gloomy afGur, I lelt that it was more likely I should be presented, than that the 
accused would. The report states that, after winding up the proceedings of this grand jury, 
with a view to rebut the statement sent to goremor Chnton, they came out with anoth^ state- 
ment, and forwarded it to him, dedariE^ tnat there was no shadow of eTidence that Moi^gan 
was taken through that oouaty. Here we saw the laws successfully put at defiance ; and 
here the exertions to indict in the county of Niagara were abandoned. To Ontario county be 
the praise giren, of indicting the first conspirator, and punishing almost all the others. True, 
at Batavia, two or three were convicted of the abduction of Miller ; but has there been a con- 
viction in Batavia, Monroe, Orleans, or Niagara, for the abduction of Morgan ? Not one. 

We abandoned the idea of doing any tiung to enforce the laws m the county of Niagara. 
We had petitioned the legislature for aid ; they were jtreUnUng that Mmmng should be done, 
but Inlending that motMng should be done. A 8pe<»al officer was appointed to visit the coun- 
ties and assist the prosecutors. This officer entered on the discharge of his duty, and procured 
a number of indictments. 

It may be asked, how could he procure indictments, when they could not be procured pre- 
viously. The law reapectiiijg the selection of grand jurors had been altered, so that he coukl 
have some men on grand Junes besides masons. This officer prosecuted his duty, till it pleased 
the authorities of the state of New- York to remove him fixnn. the appointment, and introduce 
some man who was not so extensivelv acquainted with the facts. That officer entered upon 
his duty with great activity and indemtigaole industry, came well nigh to the conviction of 
some of the members of die firatemity $ when, on makmg a report to the executive thereon, 
which cfaturged the masonic inst^ntion as directly implicated, he was publicly insulted in the hall 
of the legidature. His report was treated with contumdy, and that report never appeared in 
the official gazette of the state. Some portions of it were published, not calculated to bear 
against masonry. 

When this officer was publidy insulted, and his official communication to the executive ot 
the state, n^ose duty it was to enforoe the execution of the laws, were disclosed to the counsel 
for the defendants, could a man of the high standing of that counsellor, just selected to fill a 
station of such magnitude, nay, would it have been right for him to submit to that indi^ty ? 
ifoj sir. He comes out to the world and states, you have treated your faithful agent with in- 
dignity, and have disclosed confidential information to the accused. We aek, then, can you 
bring men to justice under such circumstances ? I will retire firom the station, said the inde- 
pendent counsel, and you may take other and different men— I will no longer act as your agent. 
This was honourable to the man. 

The appointment of counsel, as I before remarked, never was intended to lead to the convic- 
tion of these men. When it was discovered that he was likely to effect that object, they took 
means toi dismiss him indirectly, and to induce the public to believe it was done in good fiuth. 
In a short space of time, another is exercising the duties of that office, and what will be done by 
him can only be surmised by what Aot been done. 

I foBT I shaH be tedious, Sut I must mention a few important &cts in relation to the trial at 
Niagara. The late trial of Ezekiel Jewett, who had the care of the magazine, came on at a 
special court appointed for the purpose. A high judicial officer, one of the oench of the Supreme 
Court of the state of New- York, was selected to preside at the triaL And what was the result ? 
It was the punishment of several witnesses, and a total exemption from punishment of all the 
accused. The judge said, if he could not punish the defendants, he could punish the wit- 



The trial came on, and exhibited one of the most singular spectacles ever seen in a court of 
justice. It was not enough that three or four counsel came forward to defend the accused, as 
the laws petadt, but the witnesses also had. counsel, and firom time to time, as questions were 
put to them, (hese witnesses retired for consultation with their separate counsel. 

Is this a court of justice ? At least it exhibited a new course of proceeding. A question 
would be put by tius prosecuting officer. The witness would object to answering it. Time 
was consumed in urging the question ; then the counsel for the witness would rise and object, 
that the answer would have a bearing against him, and would proceed to show how and where : 
an unprecedented course of proceedings a kind of triangular tnaL 

On this trial numerous witnesses were called firom different parts of the eountry. All the 
facts stated in the report respeeting Morgan^s being carried to Niagara, were substantiated 
fully. The only means of escape was, that no testimony appeared directly implicating Jewett 
in the transaction, and bringing it home to his personal knowledge that Moigui was confined 
in the magazine. The testunony was much the same as that on the trial at Canandaigua. 
Isaac Farewell had been twice before sent for as a vritness, and by the exertions of the commits 
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M» aftw days beftmth^tria^ prooaediii^ hmnewivd to hii ftii^, whom be ht4 not 

seen fi>r more than a year. On his way he came to the hoUK of Soloman C. Wriffht, who is 
a firee-maspn. They succeeded, by the aid of Wnght's wHe» in making him bMieye, that 
during his absence his wife's afflictions- had become alienated, and that she was about to be 
married to another. This, with other circamstances, induced hun to consent to be put into a 
cme-horse waggon, and to be covered over with a buffido ddn, and transported by the wtnuin 
and a smnll boy fintrteen miles, to the line of Canada:. Finally, it was ascertained where he 
had stopped, and his wife was employed to go alter hnn, but before she reached the place 
he had changed his residence to anotner pla^ not &r off; but, for fear of his b^ng kid- 
napped and Drought to this side, the masons succeeded in tranroorting him further into the 
interior, and the testimony 6£ that man couU not be procured on that trial, or the previous one. 

Turner, who is now deputy marshal, tar taking the census .of the county of rfiagara, was 
called on as a witness; He reftised to answer, and contemned the laws. 

The most important witness was Wm. P. Daniels, who was called upon to testify, but he 
refused ; the law was laid down to him by the judge, but he refused to answer three, four, or 
five different questions, on the express sronnd that it would criminate himael^ as an accessory 
in the murder of William Morgan. This testhnony was wrenched from him with great diffi- 
culty : the writhines and eontortions of the man mowed that conscience was at work. The 
jud^ remarked, u you answer in this way without its being true, you commit perjury.'' On 
another oocasi<m he said to one of the witnesses, ^ I fear you have more regard for the defendant 
than you have fer yourself." Such is fiee-masonry in its naked def<«mity. These men had 
nearly all occufHed mgh stations in society, and the result was^ that although the testimony was 
sufficient to omvince any intelligent jury, yet they were acqmtted. 

I might have mentioned one <Mher unportant fact. A juror was called on, but objected to on 
account of his beine a mason. The juror was asked to answer this question, Is there any 
thing in the laws of your institution, which will punish a mason for umicting punishment on a 
traitor ?" He gave a negative answer, and for that, among other reasons, the juror was set 
aside. : 

There are many other fects and circumstances which I might meati(m, to show the principles 
of free-masonry to be the same in all parts of the world. 

It is mentioned in the report, that these masons experienced the sympathy of the order. Eli 
Bruce was called up, and refused to testify ; and although under the sentence of the Jaw upon 
a previous conviction for this outraee, yet the house where he lodged was thronged by masons 
passing to and from his lodgings. It appeared like a constant levee. 

Another circumstance: It is mentioned that William King escaped from Cantonment 
Towson, and returned to Niagara. Yet that man, whose guilt was established by many 
witnesses, immediately after he returned, inserted a notice in the papers, that he, Wil- 
liam King, had returned to the county of Niagara, and if any one had business to transact 
wiUi him, he was ready to wait upon them ! 

And what was the conduct of the brethren towards him? They assembled about him, en- 
circled him, visited him, drank with him, and toasted him, and most kindly sympathized with 
him. So much were they encouraged, that the meetings of their chapter, which had been for 
a con8iderai>le time suspended, were now revived. This, however, was of short duration. 
Since then, that chapter has been as still as « the house of death ; and I hope it will ever re- 
main so. 

Turner was convicted of contumacious conduct, and put into the jail of Niagara. The first 
act they did after he was lodged in the cell, was to procure for him certain articles of luxury 
and elegance, with which he was complimented. 

There is another fact, which should excite a blush of shame. Young ladies, the daughters 
of masons, assembled and went to the prison, and visited the young man, while he was im- 
prisoned. When his term expired, a grand cavalcade was formed, and, with a coach and 
four, drew up to take him from the jail to a public house. Thus ended that farce. 

Here is the sympathy of free-masonry for criminals. It shoyrs itself in every possible form 
and shape. 

What I have mentioned I believe to be matter of fact. I have not attempted to exaggerate. 
There are many other interesting facts which I have not mentioned. Time forbids to mention 
them : and there are gentlemen present who are acquainted with the particulars of that out- 
rage, who can fWi^sh facts of the highest importance in addition to those which I have men- 
tioned. 
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Thi JMdnu the €hn»eiUim to ike PmpU fie VniUi SMa Mif mder tmridenim, 
Mb. Moms, of New* Jersey, spoke as follows: 

Mr, PKsideiit, — ^The address reported is just M asonic oUigations are the same in 
all countries; and the man who has assumed them is every whm and always a mam 
Such was the understanding of the writer of the letter to the Honourable Lbwu Wil- 
liams, chairman of the conunittee of daims. in the House of Representatives, attempting 
to bribe him as a member and as a mason. Never have I before heard of this letter. ISmt 
until this instant have I been apprised that this attempt had been made. But, sir, I know 
the writer personally and masonically ; and I do not wonder at his confidence m the (8ai>> 
posed) free-masonry of the Hon. Mr. Williams. He had previously experienced the 
power and fidelity of the craft On the 4th of July, 1887, 1 was introducea to OoL JonN Ax- 
DsasoN, at Monroe, on the river Raisin, and on the next day he related to me in substance, the 
following : — ^When the last war was declared, I was a Briti& subject trading at this place, and 
refused to obey the proclamation of a British commander, summoning his majesty's subjects to 
return to the territory, and thereby exposed myself to the penalty of treason. As sooii as 
Gen. Hull surrendered, a British c(Mond was chajnged to arrest me. Fortunately f(»r me, this 
odonel was a mason. ^ I would give," said he, <*tEB Devil his due. He did as he was bound 
by masonic obligations to do^ fiir we both belonged to the society ; he sent on a messenger to 
apprize me of my danger, that I mi^t escape. But what was a day or two for a man to 
close Ids business in and be off? I £ul not oeen gone but a few hours before the British 
colonel arrived, and his soldiers were in my house and store, breaking open chests, &c. I lost 
much property, was compelled to flee to the Scioto in Ohio^ where 1 was forced to remain all 
winter, and such vras the effect upon my mind that it caused my hair at once to turn white." 

Mamnic oblkations are the same upon the ocean as among Indians and Canad ians : fer 
wlien the son <n Benjamin Russell, Esq. grand master of the grand lodgw of Massachusetts, 
was made a prisoner (in the late war) and carried into the harbour of Hali&x, the British 
masons effected his liberation, as an oflker of that grand lodge informed me, on account of the 
masonic standing of his ihther. 



THE 



ADDRESS 



OF THE 



UNITED STATES ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION 



Hdd M Phitaddfhta, September 11, Ifsao. 



TO THE 



PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



ADOPTBD VrON TU RBPOBT Or TBS COMMITTBE, OV VOKin 

MYRON HOLLEY 

or MUr YOBK WAS CBAIBMAN. 



PUBLISHED BY 
John Clabkb, Pbiladklphia : Skooier and Dmwmx, Nbw "You: D. B. 
Packabd AMD Co. Albamt: WnuAM Wnxuiu, Utica: N. D. 
STBOirai Hakttobd, Con. John Mabsh and Co. Bobton. 



1830. 



TO THE 



PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



Fellow Citizbns : 

It is the privilege of fieemen to consult together, openly and peaceably, on 
.all subjects inteiesting to Iheir comnum welfare. And so long as the opinion 
of a minority shall prevail, enlightened and frequent consultation, among them, 
will furnish the most efficacious and acceptable means of expdling wrongs, and 
remoiring fears. Wrongs the most cru^ and criminal have been committed, 
and fears the most agitating and well founded, exist, among us. To confei 
together, and to address you, upon these etils, and the most wholesome means 
to be adopted for their suppression, we have been delegated to assemble here^ 
by a portion of your countrymen, respectable for their intelligence, and dedicated 
in heart and life, to the free constitutions and laws of our country. In ezecu* 
ting the momentous duties assigned us, we would proceed, in the ingenuous and 
free spirit of men, who eamesdy seek the good of all. 

Facts numerous and authentic, demonstrate die existence, in this community, 
of crimes and dangers, which, upoii their first distinct disclosure to honest in- 
quiry, excite equal surprise and solicitude ; and which cannot be reflected upon, 
by any mind imbued with genuine self-respect, and a just regard f<Hr human 
rights, without the deepest abhorrence and alarm. 

Freemasonry is die source of diese crimes and dangers. 

In 1826, William Morgan, your free fellow citizen, was, by highly exahed 
members of the masonic fratmiity, with unlawful violence, seized, — secredy 
transported Uiioug^ the country more than one hundred miles, to a fortress of 
the United States, then in charge of freemasons, who had' prepared it for his 
reception,-^-diere imprisoned, several days and nights, against his utmost efforts 
. to escape,~and after suffering the most unmanly insults, and die most inhuman 
abiise^ he was privately murdered. Previously to his seizure, numerous meet 
ings of freemasons, in lodges and otherwise, were held for the purpose of con- 
triving and adopting the most-certain means of carrying into effect, their unlaw- 
ful objects upon him. These meetings were attended, and the designs of them 
approved, by several hundred of the most respectable and intelligent of the ma- 
sonic brethren. They included legislators, judges, sheriffs, clergymen, generals, 
physicians, and lawyers. And they proceeded in discharge of, what thev 
deemed, their maisonic duties m 
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William Morgan was a royal arch mason. And the cause of all this unlaw* 
ful violence against his liberty and life, was, his determination to publish the 
secrets of the order. These secrets are now published, partly from manuscripts 
prepared by him, but more extensively from the deliberate testimony of many 
worthy men, who had been initiated further into the dark mysteries of the 
brotherhood, than he had. The precise motive, which impelled Morgan to the 
determination of publishing, we do not know. As the act was one of confor- 
mity to his highest obligations, and therefore, of distinguished honour, we be- 
lieve the motive to have been good. There is no room to doubt, that other 
members of the institution, being aware of the solemn fate, to which freema- 
somy had consigned him, for disobedience to its laws, felt themselves driven, 
by the fearful responsibility of membership, most carefully to weigh its objects, 
means, and tendency ; and finding these, upon mature examination, to he 
wholly unjustifiable and dangerous, they were impelled, by good will to man, 
by allegiance to our government, and by the natural desire of self-approbation, 
to proclaim its character, and renounce its authority. 

To assist in publishing the secrets of freemasonry a printer was employed. 
Against him, the malice of the fraternity was conspicuously displayed. While 
the manuscripts of Morgan, with all the printed sheets, were supposed to be in 
the printing office, it was fired, in the night, by a masonic incendiary, with such 
ingenious preparations as were well calculated to insure its speedy destruction, 
with that of all its contents. The office was a wooden building, of which the 
aiding immediately under the stairs leading to the printing apartment, was 
smeared over with spirits of turpentine ; and cotton balls, and straw filled witii 
the same combustible substance, were scattered around its foundations. The 
fire was discovered almost as soon as applied, and happily extinguished. Bat 
the reckless determination of the incendiary, and his coadjutors, is farther con- 
firmed, by considering, that a family of ten persons occupied the lower part of 
the building ; while the printer^s assistants, six in number, always slept in the 
upper rooms. The incendiary is known, and was subsequently a principal in 
the murder of Morgan. 

Other evidences of malice against the printer have been manifested. On one 
occasion, large numbers of masonic ruffians, armed with dubs, assembled under 
different leaders, in the night time, in the vicini^ of the printing office, with the 
declared purpose of obtaining the intended publication, by violence ; from 
which they were prevented only, by the formidable preparations to defend it, 
made by the printer. On Another occasion, a masonic constable accompanied 
and* abetted, by a crowd of his brethren, under a false pretence of having a 
criminal process, for that purpose, arrested him, — carried him to a-neighbouring 
village, — there illegally confined him in a lodge room,?— assaulted him, and 
threatened him with the fale of Morgan. By the assistance of frien^, and the 
exertion of his own active intrepidity, the printer at length escaped. It is a re- 
markable circumstance evincing extensive concert and premeditation, that, on 
the day of this wrest, all the magistrates of the town, where it took place, were 
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'Stunmoned into another town as witnesses, and could not be applied to, for any 
interposition of the civil authority, to preserve the public peace, or to protect the 
* rights of the intended victim. For diese offences, die constable wad several 
others were indicted, and convicted. 

The scene of these occurrences was the western part of die state of New 
York.. 

Where the people are intelligent and free, such enormities as thos^, to which 
we have referred, could not be committed, without producing excitement. 
'Earery unperverted feeling, and eveiy upright voice, anxiously claimed the im- 
partial and prompt application to them, of the appointed powers of our criminal 
jurisprudence.. Then began to draw on, that dark eclipse, upon the vaunted 
lights of freemasonry, which, to the public eye, is rapidly becoming total, and 
through the eternal shadows of which, nothing will be discernible hereafter, but 
blood. 

In this alarming emergency, the agents of government seemed paralyzed. 
Our public institutions and [mvisions for the preservation of tranquility, and the 
repression of crime, seemed nugatory. And without the use of other means 
than the law, and its official ministers, the most daring and brutal inroads, upon 
our Nearest rights, would have passed off, vnthout effort to understand their 
origin, punish their instruments, or provide against their recurrence. No arts 
were left untried by freemasons to baffle the pursuit of truth, and defeat the ad* 
ministration of justice. The lion's grip of the order was upon.our courts, and 
loyalty to that, displaced fealty to the state. 

A large proportion of the constables, justices of the peace, lawyers, judges, 
sheriffs, and jurymen, of the counties where these acts were performed, were 
members of the society, and had taken oaths binding them, in terms, to conceal 
each other's crimes. The high sheriffb were aU masons, and at that time, sum- 
moned as grand jurors, at their discretion, any such men as had the common 
qualifications. In the counties of Genesee and Niagara, where the jfratemity 
were most afraid of criminal prosecutions, majorities of freemasons are known 
to have been corruptly returned as grand jurors. And these sheriffs of these 
counties were both indicted, subsequently, as parties to the conspiracy for the 
abduction of Morgan. One of them was tried and convicted ; the trial of the 
other has not yet tak^n place. 

Perceiving that the public functionaries, whose duty it is to initiate proceed- 
ings in criminal cases, were totally inactive, through cowardice or corruption 
the people, who are both the proprietors and beneficiaries of every department 
of government, undertook to inquire and present for themselves, in relation to 
these offences ; with the determination, however, to use, as far as possible, the 
constituted authorities, and in no case, to overstep the rights i^eserved to them. 
They proceeded, in the generous spirit of men, to whose enlightened views, the 
general safety affords enough of motive and reward, for the most arduous exer- 
tion. They called public meetings, at which honest and inteUigent committees 
were raised^ to ascertain facts, and aid the pifb)ic functionaries. Ajnd these 
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committees entered with patriotic alacrity, upon the performance of some of the 
most difficult and responsible duties, of freemen. Without my emolument, at 
great expense of time and money, in defiance of the most malignant, perseve- 
ring, and ingenious counteraction of freemasons, they suspended their priyate 
concerns, and gave themselves up to all the labours of a c<»Qplicated investiga- 
tion. In these proceedings they could obtain no testimony, which was not 
voluntary, they derived no assistance from office, their motives were most veno- 
mously slandered, their conduct belied, and their lives endangered. Still they 
went on, fearlessly, disinterestedly, sagaciously, and successfully. The outrages 
had extended over six counties. It was a singular spectacle, indicative of the 
safety, and prophetic of the perpetuity, of our free institutions, to see private 
citizens traversing these counties, inquiring anxiously and cautiously, but severe- 
ly, impartially, and persistingly, into all the circumstances of crimes the most 
revolting, for the sole purpose of opening the way most likely to be effectual, for 
their judicial exposiure and punishment. 

Whatever could be done by good and wise men, without special lavirful autho- 
rity, was performed, by these committees. They ascertained the principal 
facts respecting the kidnapping and murder, both as to the persons directly con- 
cerned in them, and their motives and principles of action ; and thus laid a 
sure foundation, — ^not for the lawful conviction and condemnation of those who 
are most guilty; that has hitherto been rendered impossible, by the felon 
sympathies and powerful interposition of freemasonry, — but for the universal 
and endless execration of their crimes, and of the institution in which they 
originated. 

Bills of indictment have been found for several of the minor offences ; and 
convictions have follQwed in a few cases, — upon the confession of the culphts, in 
some, and after protracted trials, in others. But most of those, who have been 
indicted, have been acquitted. In the conduct of these trials, the influence of 
freemas^ry has been constantly apparent ; and the whole force of it has been 
exerted to exile truth and justice from their most consecrated altars. 

A faithful and able state officer, whose special duty \% was made, by law, to 
institute inquiries into these offences, officially reported, in respect to the pro- 
ceedings of which he had the charge, Difficulties which never occurred in any 
other prosecution, have been met at every step^ Witnesses have been secreted ; 
they have been sent off into Canada, and into different states of the Union. 
They have been apprised of process being issued to compel their attendance, 
and have been thereby enabled to evade its service. In one instance, after a 
party impliciBited had been arrested and brought into this state, (New York,) he 
was decoyed from the custody the individual having him in charge, and finally 
escaped. These occurrences have been so numerous and various as to forbid 
the belief, that they are the result of individual effort alone ; and they have 
evinced the concert of so many agents as to indicate an extensive combination 
to screen from punishment, those charged with a participation in the offences 
.upon William Morgan.^' 
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The serrices of diis officer continued for bitt one jear. 1^ other prosecu* 
ting^ officers, and the committees, to which ve have before alhided, rxainj othef 
important facts have been ascertained. All the persons engaged, in these out- 
rages, were royal arch masons, at the time of their perpetration, or made so 
immediately after. Many masons called as witnesses, have notoriously com- 
mitted perjury. Others hare excused themselres from testifying, by tdleging' 
that they Could not do so, without criminating themselves. Even since the" 
time has elapsed, beyond which no prosecution can be lawfully institiited, for" 
an J participation in them, not amounting to a capital offence, some witnesses' 
have contumaciously refused to be sworn at all ; and oAers, having taken the 
requisite oath, have repeated^ refused to answer questions decided to be lawful, 
liirough the alleged fear of self-criminalion, and that, after beiifg warned from^ 
the bench, that they would be guilty of perjury, tf Aey persisted in it, and were 
not actuldly implicated in the murder. And yet, all the convicts, and these 
witnesses more infamous than the convicts, cire held up, by the exalted and in- 
fluential of the fraternity, as heroes of fidelity to their duty, and victims to the 
prejudices of- their Mow citizens. And tKey are still retained, as worthy arid 
cherished members of the order. 

Morgan's blood was shed, without any pretence that he had infringed the 
laws of the land, and with little or no private malice, on &e part of those 
by whom he fell. The persons most deeply implicated, in the guilt of his faU, 
were industrious, intelligent, and reputaUe citizens, botmd to life and to society, 
by all the tteual tieis. l^hey did n6t' jn'ck^d' has(3y, nor acbpt thdr ultimate 
decision, without nianifest arid painful reluctance. B^!R)re th^' took his life,- 
they ddibeitiied, eahie8tly,fte^ueiilly, and long, upon their masotdc oMigationsi 
These obligations they thought binding. He had certainly imd esseniiaHj^ 
violated them. The uriahimouii result of cill their defiberations was, that he 
must die. And ih' the ttridei^tariding of all masonic ezpositionj sb weH as of 
common sense, if, the dUigaiioas yiret'e binding, they wei*e right, in their de« 
cision. 

A brieive' maiii hdd detemfined to reveal th^ secirets of freemasonry^ and as he 
could not be' pirevent^d otherwise, hSs life vras taken, in conformity with ihk^ 
sonic la^. Having gone thtts fair, ih tran sg it s s i ota, the titular digiiitaries of 
the order h^ l^s reUctarice in going fiifther. A(5cbr<£ngly, b^ iMoiter/ ridi- 
cule, and misrepresentation, ttcy enxfeavoufed to repress afl iiiquiry into their 
conduct. Finthng themselves not wholly succesdiil in ' thtf , ^ey prepared, as 
well as they <^uld, f6r the exlgen^^ cClliat juffid^ ihviest^aticm, Wbfch thef 
were not able to avoid. 

The most prominent of the criminali fted. One of tfaed d6hftMiiig hiinself 
stamed Tnth the m^ordei^j and' diomin^ assistant fixntf a nlasohic body; in tiie 
dty of New York, recited it, and was eflfectuaty aiiled tol^scapO' to a fcMj^ 
country. Some confessed themselvefer gtnltj of siibbnfina^ offences', to prevent 
the exatiiitfatiott of wttnetoes, whom they knew' ilbTe to edtabl!bsK, in d^^tge^i the 
f<Mde8t;. AhK standing coiiiisel were emp^ed, bjr tb^fittehiity« to StUtnd ^b» 
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eriminak. Thoie who were convicted, were subjects of the deepest masonic 
•ympathj, and received frequent aids, from organized bodies of their brethren. 

While these various acts identified the institution at large, with the well 
known criminals, and exhibited the true principles of the association, high in- 
dividual masons, and high bodies of the fraternity, were guilty of the grossest 
arts of deception to mislead the public, and save the institution. Thompson 
and Gi^ison, who were active conspirators in the abduction of Morgan, and 
the outrages accompanying it, signed a notice offering a reward of one hundred 
dollars for the conviction of the offender, who set fire to the printing office I 
The grand royal arch chapter of the state of New York, resolved that individu-^ 
aUy and as a body^ they disclaimed all knowledge or approbation of the ab- 
duction of William Morgan. In this grand masonic body upwards of one hun- 
dred and ten chapters were represented, and Eh Bruce and John Whitney were 
members of it, both of whom were afterwards indicted, and convicted of the 
very offence specified in the resolution! And several committees of lodges, 
chapters, and encampments, in public addresses, pretended to surrender their 
charters, in avowed pursuance of pubhc opinion, wlule in secret,- individuals 
employed on these committees, at the time, and afterwards, exerted every influ- 
ence in their control^ to sustain the institution. 

What, then, are the extraordinary principles of a society, which requires and 
justifies such extraordinary acts ? 

In all human governments, the principles set forth and adopted, under the 
sanctions of an oath, are regarded as most essential. With the loyal, no others 
are pennitted to cancel these. And as they are expressed with the greatest 
attainable perspicuity, the obvious import of the terms in which they are con- 
veyed, is alvrays diat, in which they are to be received. An oath is taken under 
the strongest possible sanction^ 4s intended to be used for the highest purposes, 
and the form of it is adopted by the supreme authority. Hence, the duties 
which it prescribes are of the most imperative obligation. 

When good men join the masonic society,* and inconsiderately swear to obey 
its injunctions, without knowing what they are, as eveiy mason does, they 
imagine there must, of coiuse, be areservation in firvour of all civil and social 
duties. But this is a total nustake. The first oath, and many others in the 
aeries, fatally precludes it It is a part of the language of the oaths, that the 
specific engagements contained in them, shall all be performed, without any 
mental reservation, equivocation, or self-evasion of mind whatever.*' And any 
brother who does not so perform them, voluntarily subjects himself to the pen- 
alty of death* 

What duties do the masonic oaths impose f 

The entered apprentice swears, I will always hail, ever conceal, and never 
reveal any part • . of the secrets ... of freemasonry which I have received, am 
about to receive, or may hereafter be instracted in, jkc** 

The £bI1ow craft swears, I wiU support the constitution of the grand lodge 
• • • « • and conform to all the by-laws, ^rules, and regulations of this or an^ 
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other lodge of which I maj become a member .... I will obey all regular signs 
and summons giveu, handed, sent, or thrown to me, by the hand of a brother 
fellow craft mason, 

The master mason swears, I will not give the grand hailing sign of dis- 
tress, except I am in real distress . . . and should I ever see that sign given, or 
the word accompanying it, and the person who gave it appearing to be in dis- 
tress, I will fly to his relief, at the risk of my life, should there be a greater 
probabihty of saving his life than of losing my own .... I will not speak evil 
of a brother mason neither behind his back, nor before his face, but will ap- 
prise him of all approaching danger, if in my power ... a master mason's 
secrets given to me in charge as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall 
remain as secure and inviolable in my breast as in his own, before communi- 
cated to me, murder and treason excepted, and they left at my own election, &c.** 

The mark master swears, I will suf^iMMrt the constitution of the general 
grand royal arch chapter of the United States : also, the grand royal arch 
chapter of this state, 

The royal arch mason swears, will aid and assist a companion royal arch 
ntason, when engaged in any difficoky, and espouse his cause, so far as to ex- 
tricate him from the same, if in my power, whether he be right or wrong. I 
will promote a companion royal arch mason's poUtical preferment, in preference 
to another of equal qualifications. A companion royal ajcch mason's secrets, 
given me in charge as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as 
secure and inviolable, in my breast as in his own, murder and treason not ex- 
cepted, &c/' 

From the first obligation of the thrice illustrioos knight of the cross, the can- 
didate under oath receives the following injunctions : To die end of your life, 
you win not, in consideration of gain, interesti or honour, nor widi good or bad 
design, ever take any, the least step or measure, or be instmmental in any such 
object, to betray any secret appertaining to the order and degree known among 
masons as the thrice illustrious order of the cross: should you know another to 
violate any essential point of tins obligation^ you will use your most decided 
endeavours, by the blessing of God, to l»ing such person to the strictest and 
most condign pmishmenty agreeably to the rules and usages of our ancient fi*a- 
temity, and this by pointing him out to the world as an unworthy vagabond, by 
opposing his interest, by deranging his business, by transferring his character 
after him wherever he may go, and by exposing him to the ccmtempt of the 
whole firatemity, and the w(nid,.but of our illustrious order more especially,, 
-during his whole natural life : nothing herein going to prevent yourself, or any 
other, when elected to the dignity of thrice illustrious, fimn retaining the ritual, 
of the order. Should any thrice illustrious knight, or acting office o{ any -' 
council, which may have them in hand, ever require your aid, in any emergency, 
in defence of the recoveiy of the said chaife, your swear dieerfuUy to exeroi/M- 
all asnstance in his fiivour, which the nature of the time and place will admit, 
even to the sacrifice of life, liberty, and property, From the second obli* , 
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gadon q£ the iame degree, the meaiber receiTes the foUowing k^imetioiia : 
*^ You promase to lead a K& as upright and jost, in relation to all mankind, as 
you are capable of ; but in matters of difference, to prefer the interests of a com- 
panion of the order, of a eompanicm^s friend, for whom he pleads, to any mere 
man of the world. You promise never to engage in mean party strife, nor 
conspiracies against the government or religion of your country, whereby your 
reputation may suffer, nor ever to associate with dishonourable men, for a mo^ 
ment, except it be to secure the interest <^ such person, his famUy, or fiiends, 
to a companion, whose neoessities may require this degradation at your hands, 
dec/' From the third obligation of the same degree, the member swears, To 
put confidence unlimitad in every illustrious brother of the cross,— never to per^ 
mit my political principles to. come counter to his, if forbearance and brotherly 
kindness can operate to prevent it,-— to look on his enemies as my enemies, &c«" 

hi the initiation of a candidate as an elected knight of Nine, he goes through 
the form of murdering a traitor, and swears, I will revenge the assassination 
of our worthy master, Hiram Abiff, not only on the murderers, but also, on all 
who msy betray the secrets of this degree, &cJ*^ 

In the degree of knights adepts of the eagle or sun, there is an eaq>osition 
of masonic emblems. One of these emblems is that of a man peepkig, of which 
the exposition is this : The mom peeping, and who was discovered, and seized, 
and conducted to death, b an emblem of those iHio come to be initii^ into 
our secret mysteries tiurough a motive of curiosity, and if so indisereet as to di- 
vulge their ObligatioBs, we are bound to cause their death, andltake vengeance 
on the treason by the destruction of the traitor, dtc/' 

In the degree of knights of Kadoah, the candidate swears to^foUow at all 
times, and in alU points, eviny matter that he is ordered^ and prescribed the 
illastrious knights and grand commander, widiout anyrestrietions," and espe'* 
eialiy, to sacrifiieB the traitors of maaonry." 

SucAi are seiM of ^ prinoiiilcs-exprBssed in their own language, which are 
adopled hi themasonici degreea aUuded to, and imiieaed : «poB the members, 
iHtderdroumstatteea Biest'indeeei\|t, pnrfane and firiglftfol. Godtis d^beraiely 
called upon to takemodee of the engagements coftitained in diese'extraets# atad 
his vengeancainvohe^f by tl»nMnber upon lumself, if tbsof are not observed^ 
and^the member piedgea hia ^ to the socieQr, to be saearificedi m the most 
baitiarods formsj if he vioktea them* 

MiMe 40temM» prin4si|dea e«tmoC be knaginedL They wete never emitodied 
for' aay purpoass of 'mere speeolatiimw No human mind isso ooHslitiitdd a»io 
derive^Batnfoetion 'in tiisir^centempialuifn. They excite ta erim^ and #ere i»* 
tended for tiva sMter and prolseilo» of practical iniqu2t|p; lantei wha make 
thM their rides )<^Mioa, aveenemiea ofthe hman rase.' 

To these plteoipl^ Mwgaik was « traitor^ and thay raqiA^ his UbecL The 
beiit^men of the iMsn%, who taiea; -of the treaeheryi in. tfaa< strength of>their 
infoittat^ allegianeef beMhie vohntaiy agmtsv m e&otiBg' thia raquisiticNi. Al^ 
ter thetreediefy was ascertakied, 9tiA%h»flMmilf\rif^ 
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traitor, #6 Me how ommiiijgfy adapted th« #liob masofiio fliachiiieiy is, to tho 
accoinipiisfeaBeiit of their object with e&tiie impunitj. The proof of the authen- 
ticity of the revelations of seceding masons, in which the whole nkachinerjr is 
Ascribed, iA detail, arising from die disintei^sted and rehietant testimony of a 
thousi^d oii^a! witnesses, i» not gi^ater than that fUinng from the wonderful 
and exckiisive fitness of themadiinery to prodace the results we have witnessed. 
Bevealed freeihasohry is a stupendous mirror, which reflects, iti all their horrors, 
the exact features of that vast spirit of crime, with which this nation is- now 
irrestling, for aU that makes life dei4f able. 

The grosser parts of l^s machinery, vte the secrecy, the private' signs, pass 
HTords, tokens^; gnpS) cuod oi[^er8; the subtler parts are the oUigations: and 
the former ai^ valuaUe only as diey are capable of beitig employed to give effect 
te the latt^. The obligatibns, it will be seen, compelled such as acknowledged 
them j — ^to passive obedi^ce,-^o warn each other of all a|^oaching danger, — 
to conceal each other's crimes, even the most aggravated, — to extricate each 
Jther from dificultf , right or wrong, — to support each'otherV reputation in all: 
mses, — ^to oppose the interest and blast the character of un£uthful brethren, — 
to sacrifice die tfaitors^of fireemasonry,-— to give each dher dishonest preferences, 
in matter of ififference, over the linimtiated, — ^and to advance each others 
political preferme^ hi opposition t6 another. 

The practical efficacy' of these obligations we have 8een,-^n all the oiHarages 
^mmitted to suppress ]Mforgan*spubUcation, inchiding his dMuction and muiv 
ler, — in the violence upon the ptiilt^^^ and' the atfem^ to bmii his office, — in 
he co^ruptidn of courts, sherifi^s, aiid jos^Si — in the pdijuries of witnesses, — in 
he libehr Upon honest indinduahr, courts, and juries,-*-4n the uniawfiil spiriting 
iway of iKthessesi-^in the re^sctte cf persons implicated, who Were in the custody 
)f law,— m dier giving of ilitciiigence to those. who were in duiger of being aiv- 
rested as parties, of summoned as witnesses, in time ftir their escape, — in the 
iniversal aiid pleirseveTing d^Atiiai of tetciki by adhering missons,-^ the appro- 
priation df money^, by the( bretli^n, in£vidua&y, aiid cc^eetively, in aid of the 
sonvicts 'a:nd olher ciiminals,^ih the employmlBnt <^ standk^ counsel, by tbd' 
frnternity, for the impficated;— in the abuse of legal fermsj Cjoantyji^ and a' 
fortress of di& IJinted States to th^ worst purposes of tyrani^, the aibilnaiy im''^ 
prisomhent of a feUow citiz^n^-^ the good feBowdbdp and i^padiy of die • 
society with' the <ft>titlc(ts;— in the cqnttuniBKsidito refiii^ be «wottk in coairt, by 
some withesses, who knew the wi^rst, and to answer hf odi^'i afiet^ bcfhig swom^ 
to lawfcil questions, when the Tefits^^neeessiudly implii^d'pel^^^ of partidipa- 
tion in mtirdfer,-^^dinth^t^1Stieal pr<^ 
as is utterly incbusistent tHdi the^ eqtial^ rij^ts of others.* * 

Can the weU informed fiiends of fbsedcmi tdier&te a seciety thus eharaei»ri!Wrdf 
Is it consiistetat with the theory or practice of our most Tdii«d emkMmittBf 
with any authority tmderived firom itself, or any safety, hoA &at of its adhering 
members? It exercises the highest powers of government, raises and apprsf^ 
pxiates moneys makes and executes laws extending to life itself, which each of 
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its Bulrjects, in the sacred form of oaHis, yoliliitaiify abandons to its authority. It 
if a government of high priests, and kings, and illustrious knights, and grand 
c<Nnmander9« And every person, who maintains connexion with it, in effect, 
renpunces all allegiance to other governments, by swearing to perform acts en- 
tirely inconsistent with such allegiance, without any mental reservation what- 
ever. In war, in peace, in all the business of life, every obligated mason, is 
bound to prefo a brother mason to other persons, and masonic duties, to other 
duties. 

Are the masonic obligations binding? The united voice of all moral and 
political philosophy replies in the negative. The obligations of morality are 
incurred anterior to all others : they are imposed by authority absolute, and 
supreme, and can never be remitted. Political obligations are a branch o£ 
moral, and partake of the same early and divine origin. We have seen, that 
the masonic obligations are opposed to these, and they are self-assumed : all 
self-assumed obligations are posterior, imd have no force in opposition to these. 
The nature of all obhgation, as applicable to the miod, implies intelligence and 
free will : no authority can impose it, where either of these is wanting. One of 
them is always wanting, and sometimes both, in the oiaths of freemasonry. No 
greater absurdity can be imagined than that an immoral engagement is ren* 
dered obligatory, by calling upon God to witness it, and to punish its nonper- 
formance. It supposes that ignorance, vice, and presumption, by adopting the 
form of an oath, may, at wiU, employ the authority of the Supreme Being, 
against his own most sacred and unchanging laws. 

Do the oaths of freemasonry disqualify for civil trusts ? Wherever tbey are 
regarded as obligatory they do. They are inconsistent with fidelity to the con- 
stitution, under which aU our civil trusts are held, and to the sl^^rt of which 
they oblige us. All foreigners, even the most enlightened* though they may be 
perfectly honest, and capable, though they may reside with us to their life's end, 
and be practical ccmverts to the truth and beauty of our systems, are disquaMed, 
being the subjects of other governments^ By stronger reasons, adhering 
freemasons are disqualified; for there is no government so adverse to ours, as 
theirs is, and none which punishes defection from allegiance with less ceremony, 
or severer penalties. Is it a circumstance in favour of freemasonry, that it 
encourages and supports its subjects in the secret usurpation of public offices 
and honours, to increase its reputation, power and influence? Noman ^retake 
upon himself the obligations of freemasonry in public Or if a being should be 
finmd hardy enough so to toive the most honoured decencies and duties of life, 
it is not credible, that, in all free judgment, it would not amount to a univer- 
sal dvil disqualification. Shall secrecy make it otherwise ? Shall that which is 
always the ineontestible badge of shame or guilt, when used to cover a stand- 
ing pursuit, and permanent relations, recommend those who wear it to the con- 
fidence of open hearted integrity, and in a government pf i^hich the first 
' principles are publicity, accountability, and jealousy of power 1 

! The. masonic instituti<Hi makes it the duty of those who own its euthprity, in 
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all cases where other circmnstances, in their prepossessed opinion, are equal, to 
prefer the interests of a brother to those of any other citizen. This preforence 
is the great purpose of its whole organization, the most disitinct impress of its 
entire character. It provides the most crafty and effectual means to make this 
preference available. These means are intended to be kept wholly concealed 
from all those whose equal interests and rights it proscribes : and the more cer- 
tainly to secure this object, it makes high pretensions of promoting the greatest 
of our earthly blessings, science, charity, and religion. All authentic disclosures 
of its history show it to be selfish, circumventive, andjbypocritical, and are little 
else than pregnant proo& of its dishonour. Every man, who has taken its ob- 
Kgations, and considers them binding, by the clearest intimations of civil pnn 
dence and moral rectitude, is disqualified, for offices of power and honour, out of 
its own unhallowed precincts. 

Supposing only a part of the degrees, to which we have alluded, have been 
taken, such men cannot safely be our generals, for they are bound, even in be- 
half of a foreign enemy, if he be a mason, to give him notice of all approaching 
danger, and to stay the uplifted sword of their country's battle. They cannot . 
safely be our negotiators for peace, against the negotiator of a foreign enemy, 
if he be a mason, for they are bound to look on his enemies as their enenues, 
and his friends as their friends. They cannot safely be our legislators, for ma- , 
sonry impliedly peimits them to engage in mean party strife, and conspiracies 
against the government, if they can do so without loss of reputation, — and to 
degrade themselves, by associating with dishonourable men, for the purpose of , 
secuiing their interest, and that of their friends, to a brother, whose necessities > 
may require it. They cannot safely be our executive officers, for they are bound 
to aid a brother so as to relieve him from any ^Ufficulty, if in their power, • 
whether he be right or wrong. They cannot safely be our judges, or jurymen, , 
because they are bound to give a Inrother notice of all approaching danger, -and 
even fly to his relief, uponhis givingthem the masonic sign of distress, if there ia 
a greater probability of saving his life than of losing their own, and because 
they are bound to an unlawful partiality, in all matters of difference between 
Aeir brethren and uninitiated. Our laws intend, that all inquiries and deter- , 
minations, by grand jurors, shall be without fear, favour, partiality, or hope of 
reward, and that all trials, by petit jurors and judges shall be decided, by the 
evidence and the law applicable thereto, and by nothing else. Freemasonry 
binds her votaries to other, and avowedly partial, grounds of decinon. Who 
can describe the sum of injuries and wrongs corruptly infficted upon the world, 
through the medium of such offices, by such prindples? In the great fipeehoU 
of our government, to confer such offices upon such m^, by those who never 
have assumed the principles, or have cast them off, would be a sdf-sacrifice r 
equally reproachful and disastrous. ^, 

To contrive the true theory of free government, is the proudest evidence of hu- 
man intelligence : to institute such a government, the most glorious achievement 
of human wisdom: and to sustain it, with unfailing ooo^tancy, the greatest. 
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moDnniOTt of human virtue. Our government is the inestimaUe purchase of 
the profound reflection, painful labours, disinterested exertions, and searching 
trials, of afl past ages. It is free. We believe it to be the best that ever existed, 
because, more than any other, it corresponds with the rights, and encourages 
the duties of all men, over whom it is extended ; and thus, mere than any other, 
seeks and promotes the improvement and happiness of its subjects. But our 
government cannot be continued, without the active, strenuous, and constant, 
maintenance of principles directly opposed to those of freemasonry. 

The first and most prdkbinent injunction of freemasonry is secrecy. Any 
violation of this it punishes with infamy and death. Secrecy iis the shutting up 
of the mind from communion with other minds. And so far as it prevails, in 
relation to any social good, it is selfish, sour, ignorant, and' restless. Left abso- 
lutely alone, like a plant separated from the earth and the air, we should soon 
wither and die. And it would be ho matter how soon, for if it were possible to 
keep us in such a stu^e, we should be good for nothing. Our faculties are not 
at all adapted to it. Hermits are always the most miserable men. Ascetic 
and secluded associations have never been wise, or good, or happy. Neither 
is freemasonry, which inculcates their worst principles, not in melancholy 
seclusion from the woild, but in the heart of it, the more successfiiUy to prey 
upon it. 

A virtuous mind cannot delight in secrecy. Its joy is in communion. We 
arc made sociable by nature. Our h^st affections and our highest faculties 
equally indicate it. For they cuin neither be expanded into useM action, nor 
carry with them their appropiiate rewards, without society. As soci^ beings, 
if we discover useful fbcts, or important truths, we desire to communicate them 
to all, who are susceptible of benefits frt>m their application. As afi the prin- 
cip^ei^ of science, <5harity, athd rdUgion, are susceptible of bei^cial application 
to die whole hatinan race, good men and good govenutients will impose no arti- 
ficial i^^iction, upon their universal diffunon* On ihe ecmtreaj^ they will 
strenuously exert themselves to promote it. And there b no humta praise, 
wMch imparts so mudi of die inefihble joy, diat win accbmpifiiy th^jinal weU 
done divinely ptbilottnCed upoii the virtuous, as that which is the honest fruit 
such exeriions. 

But secrecy is not more hostile to the spreading" of usefrd fttcis larii&s, i 
than it is t6 their diiseovery. IVee inquify, freei^iiumbh,i^ i 
ai^ essendid requiidtes to die ihost valuable kncfwledge; Ih ^ lirt^ and 
sdencesj in ethtes and dieology, all libmd mhidd acknotrle^ dieir' itf^pen- I 
bA!^ importance. In tiie political conduct of Hflb^, th^ iittpie^Ptfince^ is, if posd- 
Ue, still mo^ioiiaiiifest They tt^ the Hving fean^ditfc^^ govt^rhment, | 

which would be speedfly dissolved, in Iflbod, iHthout theni. If 6 nian IMi ever 
yet sufficiendy valued them : for they alone can siafely^ bi^ rdlii^ -i^ti; to open 
anfd illUttdnate aS tfaepiathii, in whic^dife majestic pd^r' of ^ 
plays imit Bm frefei«ftrtbnrjr is opposed to frfee iri^^AirJrV dis^ife!*, and 
fife^coitoitmication; 'ft8|(*«latifearispubBci^,its b^^^^ Itpro^ 
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fesses to have inestimable treasures of social benefits, which it refuses to dis- 
close to any but the small number of its devoted followers. In reference to all 
others, instead of employing, to communicate them, the various languages, in 
which 9II the patriotiBm and piety, the joys and sorrows, the useful discoveriea 
and honourable designs, the undying thoughts and unfading hopes of the whole 
human family have been expressed, it conceals them, by substituting barba- 
rous signs and uncouth ciphers. It first enslaves the mind by the chain of 
secrecy, then debases it by injurious ceremonies and vile principles, and finally 
insults it by mock titles and simulated virtues. It is incompetent to the sup- 
port of any valuable object. There is no real duty, no honest enjoyment, no 
benevolent purpose, which cannot better be accomplished without it. It is a 
fit system for the outlaws of humanity and hope, hating the world, and making 
war upon it. With a misanthropic caution it excludes all the helpless and in- 
firm from its communion, and with the stimulated ingenuity of experienced and 
impenitent guilt, it provides against detection and exposure. Its existence in 
our country is the greatest anomaly of modem times ; and it is to be accounted 
for only, by tlie~ unsuspecting confidence in their fellow citizens, natural to men 
conscious of their liberty. Aware of this trait in the character of our x)eople, 
designing members of the fraternity, and those who are weak enough to find 
pleasure in its fantastic frivohties and bloated titles, have lengthened its cords 
till they now probably embrace more than a hundred thousand of our coun- 
trymen. 

Of this number, we cannot doubt, that a large proportion cherish no part of 
the spirit of the institution. Invited to join it, by its lofty pretensions, in early 
life they entered its threshhold. And, although disgusted at eveiy step, for 
the purpose of understanding an institution, which they had once consented to 
enter, they suffered themselves to be raised to the second or third degree. 
Nothing could induce them to go further. Such were most of the masons, 
whose illustrious names have been so often abusively and boastfully arrayed, 
to shield the institution from the consuming reprobation now eveiy where pro- 
voked against it, in unprejudiced minds, by its fiill and accurate exposure. 
These men in the bottom of their souls have all renounced it 

But there are other members of very difierent character, who adhere to it, 
with a tenacity exactly proportioned to their estimate of its adaptation to their 
evil designs, Washington represented it as capable of being employed for the 
basest purposes, and never visited a lodge, but once or twice, in the last thirty 
years of his life. 

We live in an age of singular interest, and are the depositories of immeasu- 
rable responsibilities. Our ancestors voluntarily left their native seats, — ^broke 
up the strong and amiable ties of local association, — ^tore themselves from all 
their kindred, in spite of the absorbing and ingrained affections of consanguinity, , 
and planted themselves, in the most secluded and dangerous wastes of nature. 
All the privations and sufferings of this course, they heroically met and endured, 
to preserve the rights of the mind. In these are to be found all the springs of 
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liberty, ehil and reli^ous. And they constitute the only incorraptibte wealth 
of the created, and uncreated, universe. By asserting them and preseiring 
them with unparalleled and holy fortitude, our ancestors laid a sure foundation 
for a most unsullied and constantly increasing fame. All social action i^com 
mendable, or the reverse, as it advances or opposes these rights. Falsehood, 
injustice, cruelty, oppression, murder, treason, and every other imaginable 
crime, implies hostility to them, and is therefore to foe resisted and subdued. 

These are the great truths, taught by our early history. And profoundly 
impressed upon the minds of our citizens, they cannot be eradicated. One of 
the important inferences from them is, that individuals are not the property of 
government, but government the property of individuals, who have a right 
to modify, change, or abolish it, as a majority of those, who constitute it, may 
think most conducive to the common welfare. In support of this inference, our 
revolutionary war was waged, and our civil constitutions adopted. And these 
glorious events, while they have sent us forward, with unparalleled vigour and 
celerity in the road of improvement, have opened new prospects and awakened 
higher hopes, in the great family of nations. Following our example, the peo- 
ple are, every where, gradually understanding and claiming their right?. The 
arrogant pretenders to arbitrary power are sinking &to comparative disesteem. > 
And the only just government of human origin, that of public opinion, is uni- 1 
versally raising on high, and spreading abroad, the wdcome and protectiflO[ | 
ensigns of her supremacy. 

To this government freemasonry is wholly opposed. It requires unresisting 
submission to its own authority in contempt of public opinion, — ^the claims of 
conscience, — and the rights of private judgment. It would dam up tfie majestic 
current of improving thoughts, among all its subjects throngnout the earth, by I 
restricting beneficial communication. In attempting to do this, it has stained 
our country with a brother^s blood, tempted many of our influential ciliwns 
into the most degrading forms of falsehood, and burst away, with its powers 
undiminished, its vengeance provoked, and its polluti >ns manifest,^from the 
strong arm of distributive justice. 

It is one of the striking evidences of the wisdom of the framers of our con- 
stitution, and a bright presage of its perpetuity, that it is fit for all emergencies. 
It contains provisions, which are abundantly adequate to the subversion of free- 
masoiu*^. Perfectly convinced, that such a subversion must be effected or our 
liberties wrested from us, let us inquire, what are these provisions 1 

They cannot be found in our state legislatures, or in that of the union. The 
great object of legislation among us is to secure the rights, and promote the im- 
provement of the people. To do this, the powers to legislate are defined and , 
delegated. And these powers must not be transcended, or legislation would ' 
become usurpation. Against such usurpation suitable checks are contrived, and 
the people entertain a conservative jealousy. 

All valuable discoveries, and beneficent exertions, originate with individuals. 
To perfect these, and apply them to practical improvement, men must be free. 
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"Xhey must be permitted to associate as thej please. To prevent them from 
meeting together and communicating, according to their own inclinations, either 
secretly or openly, by legislation, would be, to shut out die most useftil labours 
and the purest enjoyments of life* But for every encroachment upon the rights 
of others, men must be answeraUe to some competent tribunal, or all, for which 
governments are instituted, would be insecure. Such a tribunal cannot be a 
legislature. 

The means of overthrowing freemasonry cannot be found in any, or ini aD, 
of our executive authorities. These are discreetly restrained within limits en • 
tirely too narrow for such an effect. 

They cannot be found in our judicial establishments. To these we are ac- 
customed to look as the sacred shield of right, the inviolable refuge of innocence, 
and the steadfai^ avenger of guilt. They are the most trusted of our govern- 
mental departments. The qualities intended to be combined in them, of know- 
ledge, disinterestedness, and firmness ; the powers and duties, with which they 
are invested, to inquire, to deliberate, and to determine ; and the means placed 
in their hands, to enforce their determinations, upon all the wide range of pre- 
cious interests committed to their care, make them the most venerable and august 
of human institutions. They come up, in the estimation of good men, and in 
the holiest attributes of earthly power, next to the sovereign people themselves. 
But against freemasonry, die most alarming experience proves their ministry to 
be unavailing. The same jealousy of delegated authority, which our spirit of 
liberty applies to legislative and executive functions, it also applies, in some 
degree, to those of our courts of justice. The disabilities imposed by the peo- 
ple, to prevent oppression, upon every branch of power, carved out of the great 
Aggregate of the national power, constitute the true reason, why all the branches 
referred to, are insufficient to exterminate the evils of freemasonry. But it does 
not, therefore, follow, that no sufficient means exist. They do exist They 
belong to this nation by titles, which we deem forever indefeasible. They are, 
derived directly from the Most High. They have been in our possession, from 
the commencement of our histoiy, though sometimes defended by blood. They 
consist in the just exercise of the rights reserved by the people to themselves, 
as the great constituent, supervising proprietors of the republic. 

In the first address of Mr. Jefferson, as president of the United States, he 
denominates " the right of election by the people a mild and safe corrective of 
abuses, which are lopped by the sword of revolution, where peaceable remedies 
are unprovided/' This is the only adequate corrective of freemasonry, — ^that 
prolific source of the worst abuses. And to this we must resort. 

The abuses of which we complain involve the highest crimes, of which man 
can be guilty, because they indicate the deepest malice, and the most fatal aim. 
They bespeak the most imminent danger, because they have proceeded from 
a conspiracy more numerous and better organized for mischief, than any other 
detailed in the records of man, and yet, though exposed, miuntaining itself, in all 
its monstrous power. That murder has been committed, is now acknowledged 



18 



by all. That it has been 60 committed, and the malefactors have acted uinder such 
authority, and have been so aided and comforted, as to carry the guilt of treason, 
cannot be doubted. Pr9tectio^ from diese crimes, is the first duty of go?em- 
ment, and the object for which it is invested with its highest powers. But pro- 
te<^on cannot be Mcured, by the ordinary means. - Shall it therefore be aban- 
doned? ShaU we forego, in behalf of freemasonry, or through fear of it, the 
primary purpose of civil organization 1 If we are true to ourselves it is certain 
we need not forego it ; wie can practically enforce it : for the rights of election 
remain. In these may be found full means,-mot of punishing the criminals,— 
but of precluding any repetition of their crimes, — of giving us that security 
against them, which is better than punishment, which is, indeed, the only pro- 
per object of all human punishment. The use of these means we ad?ocate. 
Our adversaries reprobate it, and represent it as oppressive and persecuting. 

The exercise of the elective franchise is as much a function of our govern- 
ment as any one performed, by legislatures, executive magistrates, or judges. 
And the honest, intelligent, and fearless use of it, by all to whom it partains, is 
as much a duty, in eveiy case, as a similar use of other functions is, in any case, 
by those to ^hom they pertain. Sudi a use of the elective function is the duty 
most imperious, because it is the great corrective, in the last resort, of all other 
functions. 

To say that the powers of government should not be applied to the masonic 
outrages at all, woyld be so preposterous, as justly to excite suspicion of being 
imphcated in them. - Besides, it is now too lale for any persons to say this with 
consistency ; for since the inadequacy of all judicial application to them has 
been apparent, even adhering freemasons say, it was not improper to appeal 
to the courts : punish the guily." But if it was proper to appeal to the courts, 
in the first place, and that appeal has been rendered nugatory, by the criminal 
interference of freemasonry, the reason for appealing to the powers of govern- 
ment against the outrages, is immeasurably strengthened, not diminished. There 
is, therefore, no impropriety in resorting to the elective franchise to correct the 
evils of freemasonry* It invades no man's rights. It g^ves no man reason to 
complain. It is no mone disreputable than it is to resort to a legislature, or a 
court of law, for the correction of an evil, which they were instituted to redress. 
Would it be tolerated, for a moment^ to stigmatize as oppression and perse- 
cution, a resort to our legislators, for the passage of a law to promote the public 
security, or to our judicial tribunals, for the punishment of crime ? Neither can 
it be, thus to stigmatize a resort to the ^ective franchise, for. the abolishing of 
freemasonry, ^hich is fatal to all security, and the very chamal house of crime. 

If freemasonry ought to be abolished, it should certainly be so abolished as to 
prevent its restoraticm. No means of doing this can be conceived so competent 
as those furnished by the ballot boxes. These means are commended to our 
adoption, by the most urgent considerations, by their mildness, their safety, their 
sufficiency, and the tested insufficiency of all others. They are the means pro- 
vided^ by the most venerated of our political fathers. Who shall disparage them ? 
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Whoever is opposed to freemasonry and really desires its extinction,must use them, 
or confess himself a slave or tyrant. To extinguish it, by violence, would be tyran- 
ny, if it were possible. To extinguish it, by the expression of honest convictions 
against it, would not be tyranny, but it cannot be accompliished, unless a majority 
unite in such expression; and whether they do or not, cannot be ascertained, 
without a general vote. To desire its extinction, and do nothing to effect it, must 
proceed from indolence, fear, or the imagined force of assumed obligations in 
its favour, either of which amounts to a degrading slavery. To such slavery 
who is willing to submit ? In truth none, who are not opposed to using every 
other means against it, are opposed to using our elective rights against it ; and 
those who are opposed to using our elective rights against it, uniformly use 
their elective rights in its favour. The higher freemasons are expressly sworn 
to do it. Thus they adopt a conduct, which they stigmatize in us, as oppres* 
sive and persecuting, and which is so, when adopted secretly, by virtue of un- 
lawful obligations, and in favour of a class of citizens, who associate for 8ecu« 
ring to themselves unequal privileges. 

Anti-masons would defend their rights, the laws of their country, and th« 
uiost sacred treasures of liberty, from a fearful assault. Seeking to preserve 
and perpetuate all the blessings intended to be secured, by our government, 
the^ wpuld proceed, in the spirit of strict conformity with its provisions. And 
they invite all, who appreciate these blessings, to join them. They have no 
secret purposes to accomplish, — ^no selfish objects to promote, — ^no time, nor 
means to cast away, in idle ostentation, or for useless notoriety;— They know 
the country is in danger ; and they come forth, from their retirements, to shield 
it. On their farms, in their shops, at their counters, in their offices, and at 
their desks, they have heard the wail of the bereaved widow and orphans, and, 
feeling the sympathies of humanity, they have inquired how they becione so. 
The answer to this inquiry, and the history connected with it, gave them their 
distinctive appellation, and compelled them publicly and openly to unite, for 
defending the most essential objects of society. Attached to their government, 
by conviction, habit, duty, and hope, they cannot patiently see its walls of pre- 
lection overthrown, its principles undermined, or its power derided. In their 
minds, no names of human majesty are iso dignified as tha;t of fi*eeman,n6 earthly 
interests so valuable as those of the nation, and no course of action so isure to 
be commendable as that, which invites public scrutiny, and is held to a just 
accountability. Murder and treason they cannot help regarding with abhor- 
rence, however disguised ; and will resist, whoever may perpetrate or abet diem. 
Their chosen weapon of resistance is the right of suffrage, — a weapon of equal 
power in every freeman^s hand, and which is so tempered, as they trust, in the 
armory of patriotism, that neither the keen nor solid of freemasonry may resist 
its edge. 

Fellow citizens, are we called to be anti-masons by the best feelings of our 
nature ? Are our objects the highest that can effect the civil character ? Are our 
meanathe most approved and indispensable 1 Unite with us, — Hot for our sakes, 
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lnit your own. — Aid us in working out the redemption pf our country from free- 
masoniy. We are misrepresented and calumniated, as the chief public means 
defeating the cause we have espoused. Examine by whom, and inquire into 
their motives. Be not deceived. If individuals among us are in fault, through 
ignorance, or passion, or interest, or profligacy, refuse them your confidence. 
But do not, therefore, betray your rights, and those of your country ; nor let 
those beguile you into their support, who prefer secrecy to publicity, and free- 
masonry to republicanism. We are for practical, peaceable, and most necessary 
reform, — ^not for the destruction, but the establishment of right. Freedom, in 
every beneficial sense, is the soul of anti-masonry. 

Further revelations of the ceremonies and principles of freemasonry are not 
required ; for these are perfectly exposed ; and the exposition is so confirmed, 
as to be incapable of material modification. It v^ill go down to all posterity 
among the undoubted records of imposture and guilt. But we cannot suppress 
our anxiety to commend our cause to the decided confidence, and active support, 
of all the nominal members of the fraternity. Among such, there are many, 
who have long possessed, and who still possess, our high esteem ; and to whom 
we are attached, by the bonds of the most inseparable and holy brotherhood, 
those of a common nature, common wants, and a common destiny. We 
earnestly invite them to come out, with us, in defence of our common interests. 
Our course has been adopted after diligent inquiry into facts, and an hoaest 
comparison of freemasonry with the first principles of civil order ; and we have 
no misgivings. We respectfully suggest to them similar inquiry and compari- 
son. In proportion as men do this, we find our numbers increasing, and, 
knowing the inquisitive character of the people of the United States, it is scarcely 
more in our power, than it is in our wish, to exclude the anticipation of success. 
We know freemasonry cannot meet with their deliberate approval. When it 
was lei^t suspected of evil, and highest in its harlequin attractions, — ^when that 
holiness to the Lord, which is inscribed upon its gaudy garniture, and thatj 
charity with which its dark chambers are labelled, had not been publicly detected 
as wholly counterfeit, — ^we know it was not a subject of their complacent re- 
gard. Shall the crimes with which it is now itiefiaceably branded, and the 
pertinacity with which it justifies them, pass without their condemnation and 
rehuke? Shall that abuse of their confidence, which .first brought their names 
into connexion with the mountebank retainers of the order, be an argument for 
sustaining the mountebanks, when their party coloured garments are seen drip- 
ping with the blood of innocence, and we perceive their power to strike away 
all the pledges of our common safety ? 

We know that the private opinions of such members concur with ours. We 
beseech them to concur with us in giving, to those opinions, a public and decided 
expression ; for that will make them effectual to the only end we have at heart, 
the overthrow of freemasoniy. We want not, and we expect not, the aid of 
the sinister, or the dissolute ; of the slaves of ofiice, of prejudice, of vice, or of 
faction. But we anxiously covet the association of all, who are willing, on all 
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occasions, and at aJl times, trough eril report, and through good report, to con- 
tend for the great interests of .truth, and justice, and freedom, and that securitj 
intended to be conferred, upon these interests, by our laws and constitutions. 
With such we are proud to labour, and, if need be, willing to suffer : for we 
shall not labour and suffer in vain. But we perceive, on all sides, the presages 
of our success ; in the unspeakable importance of our causie; in the intelligence 
and self-respect of our fellow citizens ; in the peaceable and just means, with 
which alone, we mean to promote it;, in the favouring sympathies of the enlight- 
ened and wise of every name and clime ; and in the undergoing, insuppressive, 
and' inspiring hope, with which we may seek, for it, the protection of that 
Great Being, in whose hands are all the allotments of nations, and whose law 
is that of perfect liberty. 
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